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T he importance and, novelty of a fubje£t, 
of which we have hitherto had imperfeft and 
inaccurate accounts, induced me to feize eve- 
y opportunity, of making myfelf acquainted 
with the tranfadions in the Eaft-Indies by the perufal 
of authentic Papers. , The fatisfadion I received from 
thoie I had already feen, excited an eager defire for 
further enquiry, and urged me to agree to any condi- 
tions under which i might be epabled to gratify my 
curiofity. ^ ■ 

Nothing but a determination tq write feme account 
of India, could have entitled me to the fight of fuch 
materials as I have been favoured with, or have pro- 
perly introduced me to the free converfation of the 
perfons principally concerned , which, as it has afford- 
ed me the great'eft pleafure, as well as ihfirudion, I 
ought never to mention without due acknowledgments. 
As I efleem it a fingular honour to have been indul- 
ged fo much beyond my expedation, by all whom i 
have taken th6 liberty to trouble on this occafion, I 
am bound to declare, that every perfon to whom I have 
applied, without exception, has gjven me full fatis- 
fadion in every point on which I had ocqifion to con- 
alt him, and has done it with the utmoft politenefs. , 
After this, 1 need not dwell upon any further in- 
ducements to write; and yet the. great reputation 
which the nation, and.fo many individuals have ah- 
quired in the Eaft-Indses, has doubtteia been'another 





turestuilof wonder ^nd novelty, and nearly border- 
ing upon roinance. Neither are we to be fiirprifed if 
others of a ferious caft,’ having alfo, at the fame timcj 
an elegantturn of nitnd and atafte for ornament, fHoulc| 
have expreffed an expeftation, and, perhaps, hinted 
their advice, that, ih order to engage the attention of 
the reader, the work ought to be embellifoed with the 
ftratigc manners, of s remote p€0plc^ the works of ^lrl’ 
and the wonders of nature in fo very diftant and dif- 
ferent a climate from our own. 

it is fufficient to fay, in anfwer to this, that the 
work before us is not a .hiftory of India, nor of war in 
the interior parts of India, but of war on the coaft 
of war between two European nations, who have not, 
till very lately^ had any connedtion With the govefn- 
ing people of the country. It has been entirely ow- 
ing to the war, that an European has been allowed to 
have any kind of faipiliar commerce with them, or 
that the feryants of the company have been admitted 
to an acquaintance with their courts, the fplendor of 
which has been greatly Jeffened by the war,' The war 
^ ^ them the geography of the country 

ft hundred miles found their fettiemeiits j and, within 



preface. - . 

ihcie few years, thofe who had be'en at Madura^ 
which is about chat diftaoce, were as eagerly’-liftened 
to when they returned to Madrafs, and their accounts 
were as new to all that heard them, as if they had 
come from Pekin : but it does not appear that thofe 
accounts were very amufrag, or that they would afford 
any entertainment to make up for the interruption they 
would give to the thread of the hhfory. 

When the defign of the work is once explained, it 
will tlien heft be feen whether it has been properly ex- 
ecuted. The two things chiefly propofed by it were, 
firft, to make the generality of the readers acquainted 
with the geography of the coiintry, of which they 
have as yet very imperfect and confufed notions i andj 
in the fecond place, to lay before the more informed.) 
an exact, clear, and impartial ftate of faSs, drawn 
entirely from authentic papers) by which they may 
Judge for therafelves, \Vithoat comment or fefleAions 
to bias thern, v/herher the civil and military qfiicers 
of the Englifti, or French Eafl: India Company abroad, 
have acted with the moil uprightnefs and bra very, in 
the courfe of the war, and the negociatioas relative 
to it’. _ _ 

This being the real defign of the woslc, every kind 
of decoration that was not neceiTary to illuftrate fafts 
would have diverted the attention of the reader from 
a clofe view of the condud of the two nations, by 
which he is to form his judgment. 

Had thefe maierials fallen into the hands of any 
perfoti capable of rsn.dering them more pleafing, by 
his fupeiior tafte in compofidon, and.a happy elegance 
of ftilc, furely he tvould" have employed , thofe talents 
injudicioufly/ had he beftowed them on this work : 
for the greateft part of it (in order to fopport by au- 
thoritfis what is advanced-as fa£t) is an aflemblage of 
treaties, debates,, grants, articles of war, and letters. 
Thefe are’ here a neceflary, but they are not a favou- 
rite part of atiy work : but there are two pieces that 
are the mofl: ■valuable and eflential to the whole. The 

A 3 , , ' ■: fiege 


preface 

fiege of Fort St, George, whicli being a journal, mni 
ot courfe be dry ; and Colonel Lawrence’s own nar- 
rative of bs campaigns, which, though full of inftruc- 
ton, was written in a camp, with the foldier-like 

piamnefs which is the diftinguifhiag charader of that 
excellent officer ' ' , • , 

It is now lubmitted to the public, whether it would 
ave been proper to have given a different colour to 

the continuation of a narrative which had pleafed all 
who had feen it, by its unaffedled fitnplicity ; and if. 
after what has been faid, I fhall be convided of an 
error m judgment, it will neither furprize nor give me 
any concern, provided I am not proved to have made 
any effential miftake in matters of fad. And herein 
1 flatter myfelf I cannot be greatly to blame, as I am 
wrtam that I have not put down any material circiim- 
ftance Without the authority of authentic papers, or 
without confulting with theieveral perfons concerned, 
and examining moft thoroughly every thing, that has 
appeared dubious.; ® 

^ much pains not to give credit 
too hdtily to any informations 1 may have received, I 
may be allowed to defire the reader will not too ralhly 
give ear to fuch teftimbny as he may think will con- 
tutethem; and particularly, that he will not fiippofe 
a man the better acquainted with fads for having 
India, unlefs he has been in that very part 
which was the fcene of the tranfadion in queftioni 
lor the feveral fettlements being fome as remote from 
others as England is from Turky or Africa, the people 
on one coaft have Ibmtimes no more knowledge of 
what IS doing on the other, than we have at home 
It is .alfo to-be expeded, that thofe who have been 
witnelies to any event which it has been thought pro- 
per to relate concifeiy, will be ready to impute that 
brevity to a want of information ; when, at the fame 
time, the European reader will think that very narra- 
detail too minute and uninter- 

. ' . ' ■ ■ ' ' , 'I liave^ 
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I have, therefore, in handling every new fuhjedii 
endeavoured to confine myfelf to the moft recent, aS 
well as the moft important events, alone •, and have 
avoided going too far back in point of time, as that 
might occafion a confufion, by introducing a variety 
of perfons, and a multiplicity of ftrange names j 
which would certainly' give a heavinefs, if not a ridi- 
cule, to the whole. 

This naturally leads to the mention bf another dif- 
ficulty. 

The Afiatic Monarchs are exceedingly fond of aflti” 
ming new names, _ and frequently beftow them on 
others as a very ferious and important favour j and 
indeed they generally confer them engraved on a feal- 
ring, which exempts the wearer from ail taxes, toils, 
and impofts, wherever he appears with it in the do- 
minions oi the Prince who bellows it 

By this means it often happens,; that different per^ 
fons have the fame appellation, and that the fame per- 
fon is oalled by different names, which creates a con- 
[ufion not always in the- power of the writer to pre- 
rent j fince it is by no means proper to alter a nanr 
n the fignature of original papers ; and yeb ' whe 
he reader fees the fame perfon figning a differen' 
mme * from that which he is commonly diftinguiflied 
iy, he whl be apt to think there k fome miftake. 

As it is impoffible to find out any criterion to fpell 
he Perfic and Indian names by, fmee they are fo va- 
ioufly pronounced and lb differently written by perfons 
f the lame nation, T cannot pretend to be exad in 
__ais particular. The French having publiftied an ac- 
count of the war Ibme years agOj many readers will 
have been habituated to fed names of Ibme of the 
principal perfons fpelt after their manner ; therefore,' 
for the lake of conformity, I have ufed the fame con- 
fonants as I find employed by M. Dupleix and hiS 
: A ’4 . ■ ■ country- 

* See paf,e 323. The feveral names afed by the Timn whft 
is commonl' called Shaw Abadin Cawn, 
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countrymens but as their vowels are pronounced fo 
very differently from the Englifh, I have, for the 
moft part, altered them accordingly^ The word' 
which_ %nifiea a. warrior, ' is written by the Englifh 
jung, jing, or jenk s hut as the French, and particu- 
larly’ M. Dupfeix, write it zing, I have done fo like- 
wife i for though many hold the other to be the true 
pronunciation, there are Ibme who make it doubtful s 
efpecially when they fay the word Gentoo, or Jentoo, 
might be fpelt with a z * 5 and it becomes the more a 
matter of indifference, when we call to mind the re- 
ciprocal letters of the Spaniards ; who fpeil many 
Words both with the x f and j, and give exadly the 
fame found to the one as to the other. 

^ I could hardly avoid faying thus much, on a fub- 
je€t very uninterefting in itfelf, and, poffibly, tirefome 
to the generality of readers; I ftiall therefore purfue 
It no farther. ^ 

• In hke manner,, Jemidar b very often fpelt iZemWar. 

■f Tne Spaniards in their voyage to Peru, having occafion to 
mention our Ship the Chichefter, write it Sjattef ; and as we have 

.tor our IpeUings.of eatern wordbfrpm foreigners or inaccurate 
Ea aen, and traders, it may he al!owah|e to make, fomfe alterations j 
Mmgh, from the fbtce.of h'a,hit, &mepec5E>!,e.witt condemn thofe 
which m ra^e upon thebcft reafima, Thc'Prench having always 
been imitated by us in.the fpetlingof Schah arid Khan, though the 
words have tor that leafonofteB&ca Ptontwuced wfc. the ob- 
vious fpeihng of thefe riapies, witfj.thi w» which hrilps to give the 

l£i life- h fome- . 
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PERSIC AND INDIAN NAMES. 


£\ REQUEST, or petition 
An intoxicating juice of a vegetable 

An extraordinary allowance to the army 
when abroad in the field, or in any 
country garrifon where proviilona are 
fcarce ■ , . ■ ' 

A leaf, not unlike that- of a kidney-bean j 
. it grows on a vine exafily in the fame 
iinanfier.} and is in great.ufe, from the 
prince to the beggar. They cop., 
■fiantly chew it,‘ nnxed with' Chinant 
„ and Bctei-jlut’} - for the Betel-leaf and 
the Betelrnut are frona .different plants. 

' ' The farmers df Madmfs pay thecomr 
‘ ■ Ceyep thopfand pounds 

^ .eiclhfiVe prwtege, 


Arzee, 

Bawg, 

BattAj 


•ilpil 


Sil 




,f«|j,,‘4i’."wliich is chgfa’t'ed' the 
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CHOUtTRY, 


Chout, 


CiRCAR, or 

Sircar, 




Firman, or 1 A patent, or paper, figned by the Mo-« 
Fhirmaono, ■ '■■J-gtil,. ' 

Zentoo, , I Wdiaas, Idolaters 
HqvsBUtHOOKCM, A patent or p^per figned by the Vizier 


L^; 0 : 

r. An open honfe for all travellers, the 
fame as a Turkilli caravanferai. A 
bramin refides alvvays in or near it,i 
to keep it clean, and to furnifh travel- 
; lers with water, &c. He is maintain- 
ed by an endowment 

Properly a fourth, but commonly ufed 
.to exprefs the tribute which the Ma- 
rattas claim and raife on all the go- 
vernments in India 

r ’ I A general name for the government, or 
J perfons concerned in the adminiftration 

{By the French called Gafres) is now be- 
come the general name for ail ne-' 
, groes who are brought to India from 
the Gape, the coaft of Guinea, or any 
other parts of Africa, and chiefly froih 

S ?dagal|a|||th|y;itgVlitfr‘&^ 
;;r-:'dy ::ihi:th|5fel^^^^ 

*»:''si'S^?®habitan|s[l||i^e|wpp® 

i::;';;' v'iVerhthOhlOfSihir^^ 

A labourer of any kind 
A little more than two miles 


Phirmauno, 

Gentoo, 


Jaegbr, 


Ktiiiis 



jAGErR, or 

jAOpEER, 


ticular ufe, either to maintain a num- 
ber of troops, or keep a fort in repair ; 
and fometimes as a penfion 

Officers of horfe or foot, and fometimes 
people of rank employed about the 
perfons of the great in the adminiftra- 
tion 

A Governor of a fort 

Of roupees, above twelve thoufand five 

hundred pounds. 

.A variable weight; at Bengal;.. feventy- 
fix pounds; at Surat, thirty feven 
pounds one-half; in Perfia, the Ta- 
:.:;:\|afelejB|ahhdikbhly^^ 

The Mahometans Improperly fo called 

-Ai^|pyera|r:-G|:ft:^|>rovince,':a^^ 


Jemidar, or 
Zemidar, 


MAUNP; 


MOORS; 

NasoB, 




are .tinder the 
:rooftly,; concerned^ 

An Indian temple 

A coin paid by the Company at eight 
fhillings, but intrinfically worth feven 

;r'rt||lillings:hndeiglit 'pence ; . 

A bed, fupported by a wooden or ivory 
frame of fix feet long, and near three 
feet broad, faftened at each end with 
crofs flicks to a bamboo fifteen feet 
long, which forms an arch over the 
pallanfceen or bed, and is covered with 
a canopy of cloth lined with filk, and 
ftiffened with ribs of the coconut tree 

Any diftrift of country 

' Parsers, 


PaGODAj 

PAGODA; 


PAltANKEEN. 


ParaganAi 


Parsees, ■ 

' Patamar* 

Peons, , . 
PerwannA, 

:.:;Pe'ET’Ah, - , 
Phocsdar, 
POIYGAR, 

"JloOTt'l* ' •, 


A poft or meflenger fent frorri place to 

A name for the infantry of the Deckan ; 
they^ are armed with a broadfword^ 
and fonitimes with a matchlock 

A paper ligned by the Nabob 

The town fufrouiiding an Indian fort 

- Arehtervr;;;^;:: ' : f 

Lord of a fmall territory 

The higheft title of the Gentoo princes 

Abopt two Ihillings and fivepence 

Coramiflions, or grants for particular 
v: -7: yCOiMitriessKjS® 

: ", dfHcer-bfelibf fes S 

A moftey:^|iaH|®li^ 

A rich drefs of the country 

' :Aphpd,^;w:f>^t;p|;;^Atif:ii 

: .: ^ %fat" ’ : 

Black foot fddiers, defcended from Por- 
taguefe marrying natives, called To- 

. . palks tecaufe- they' wear hats 

An agent or minifter for the Moors 



O R tjie better imderftanding any accounts of a 
1^ country, with which the European -reader is fo 
-** little acquainted, it is neceflary firft to inform 
him of fuch particuJais »s ferve to explain the tranf- 
atliions and events in the work before him. 

It is generally fuppofed, that the Peninfula within 
the Ganges is under the immediate government of the 
Mogul him felf, and that, the royal mandates from 
Belli are, according to the received notion of fo ar- 
bitrary a dominion, obeyed in the moft remote parts 
of the coaft. This is fo far from the truth, that a 
great part of that vaft Peninfula never acknowledged 
any fnbjedion to the throne of Belli, till the reign of 
Aurengzebe; and the revenues from thofe Indian 
kings and Moorifli governors, who were conquered 
or employed by him, have, fince his death, been in'- 
tercepted by the viceroys, which his w .. !ter luccet. 
ibrs have appointed for the governmen? of the Pe* 
ninfula : fo that at this time neither can the tribute 
from the fcverai potentates reach the Court of Belli, 
nor the vigoqr of the government extend from the 
capital to thole remote countries. And ever fince the 
province of Indoftan was ruined by Nadir Shaw, the 
weaknefs of the Mogul, and the policy and confirm- 
ed independency of the Viceroys have ih:a man- 
ner confined the influSnee of the government to its 
inland department. , 

Let it- therefore be underftood, that the Sovereign 
poffeffes a third only, and tliatthe leaft yatuable part, 
of his own vaft empire. Bengal, the fmalleflr, but 
moft fertile province, is governed by a Viceroy. The 
other divifipn, called the Beckan, extending from 

Balafore 




xiv INTRODUCTION. 

Balafore Jagonaut (or thereabouts, for the geography 
is certainly not fettled) to. cape Comorin, is alfo dele- 
gated by the Mogul to another Viceroy, of exceeding 
great power, having within his jurifdiaion feven large 
territories, to which he has the undi’fputed right of 
nominating (even Nabobs, or governors of provinces. 
In all parts of India there are ftill large diftricls’ 
which have preferved, with the Gentoo religion, the 
old form of government under Indian Kings called 
Raja’s. Such are Maiflbr#, whofe capital is Seri n- 
gapatam, and Tanjore, whofe capital is Tanjore; 
There are alfo among the woods and mountainous 
parts of the country leveral petty Princes, or heads 
of clans diftinguifhed by the name of Polygars. 
Thefe are all tributary to the Nabobs, and thofe to 
the Viceroy, whpfe capital is Aurengabad. ; The Caiv 
natick is that part of the Deckan which comprehends 
the principal, fettlements of the Europeans, Madrafs, 
and Pondichery, and alfo Afcot. Toeftablifh the 
government of the laft named province, and to op^ 
|xjfe the hoftileintentions of Mr. Dtipleix, the EngHfe 
Eaft-India company engaged in this war in fupport 
of Mahomet Alice Cawn. 

As it is iieceffary, that the reader ftould be well 
acquainted witlpthe geography of this country, with^ 
out which he cat! pever have any juft notion of the 
government of it, the moft accurate maps of particu- 
lar fpots have been procured, and diftinaiy engraved ; 
and there is aUa; prefixed an outline of. the whole 
country uninentnbered with the fmaller divifions, and 
containing ; only tite names of fuch places as are 
moftfrequehrly, mentioned, in-order to give atone 
view, a full’ idea of the whole empire of India with- 
in the Ganges, and to fhew the coniequence of the 
two great viceroyalties, compared with that of the 
principal feat of government.' , ' 

The chain of •mountains which run through the 
peninfula from.north to fouth, are.the caufe of an ex- 
iraordinary phenomenon in natural -hiftory. The 
" ' ■ ■ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' countries 





I INTRODUCTION. xv 

fduntries which are feparated bythefe mountains, 
though under the fame latitude, have their feafons 
and climate entirely different from each other j and 
tvhile it is winter on one fide of the hills, it is fum- 
mer on the other fide. On thecoafl: of Malabar a 
fouth-weft wind begins to blow from the fea at the , 
end of June, with continued rain, and rages againft 
the coaft for four months, during which time the 
weather is calm and ferene on the coaft of Coroman* 
del : and towards the end of Odfober, the rainy fea* 
fon, which they term the Change of tHeMonfoon, be* 
gins on the coaft of Coromandel ; at which time, 
the tempeftuous winds bearing continually againft 
a coaft in which there are no good ports, make it 
fo dangerous for the Ihipping to remain there, for 
the three enfuing months, that it is fcarce ever at- 
tempted. This is the caufe of the periodical return 
of our ftiips to Bombay, where there is a ftcure har- 
bour, and convenient docks. 

When the reader has been made acquainted with 
fo much of the geography of the country, as is abfo- 
lutely neceffary for his underffanding the nature of 
the government, it will be proper that he fhould be 
latisfied in regard to certain doubts and difficulties 
that will naturally arife in the perufal of the work. 

Without a few previous explanations, he will never 
be able to conceive, by what means a handful of 
Europeans fhould appear fo refpedable . in the field, 
when oppofed to* a multitude of Afiatics. As this is 
owing to a number of concurring circumftances it 
will be requifite to give feme account bf fuch of their 
manners, habits, and prejudices, as may have a nearer 
or more remote influence on their military cha- 
ra£l:<?r. • ^ ^ ' ' , ; ' 

Nothing appears a greater difficulty to the military 
men in- this part of the world, than the poffibiiity of 
fubfifting fuch vaft multitudes as the Auatic armies 
, frequently confift of, efpecially with fo large a propor- 
tion of horfe, ■ . ^ ' 
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If it be matter pf aftoniftment, tbatfuch nunt 
bers of fighting men are frequently brought into tfL 
field, now. Will jt app'ear when ii is added to the ac- 
count that ev^y horfe-mafi ha§ two feryants, one to 
ta te care of his, hdrfe, the other to procure him fo- 
rage, and toat all thefe are accompanied by their wives 
and chi dren, that there always follows the camp a 
moveable town of fiiops, where every thing is todbe 
tm as m their cities, forae hundreds' of elephants for 
ftateonly, anda train of women (with their niim- 
berlefs retinue) teionging to the Prince and tfie great 
oait.ers, For wherever the Sovereign moves, he is 
more teken up with a vain oftentation of pomp and 
magnificence, than with the objea of the war • and 
K IS his pleafure that his fubjeds foouid abandon the 
capital in order to augment his * numbers. . 


of L* Stcft I T. 5^ ««« 

It let limlh d m kfs rliaa four' hours)' It beio^ no kfs dt-sn 

twenty Enghft mik^ m conspafs, the jeogth fomeways three coifes 

It™ 'tol f? ttt“f V” >“3 k 

weets are orderly, and tents joined, there are ail fons of Adds 

r^i>i difpofed, that every man knows whither to bo 

direaiy for what he wants; eaich roan of quality, and every trade 

?hL\Sfttvran th^King’^enfs theyftallpit^ 

Alferini All Without ever 

Jn ^ whuh, aa n hea 'together, m almoft equal to an? 
town m Europe for greatnefs :; but. no man imift aZoach 21 
loyal quarter, by a mnlkee.iot cverj way, which is liow-fo ftria* 

ll ®^>^5tted hut by name" ^d L time of 

tl omitted, andfpent in huSini or hawk- 

>ng on. pools by . boat, in which the King takes wSful St 
and his barges are removed on carta with hS 





pon Di7 nave been near 200.000; and the follower, nf 
the camp iaid to have exceeded a million, might pofiibly have 

amounted to hair that number, Nazir ?/ — ^ - 
tirnS} in the heart of his own dominions 
rauders, was regularly fiipplkd from ail’i 
which, by receiving ready money for thei 
, abled to pay the arrears, of their r"- 
maintained this amazing multitude bv the colkaions 
tions which he railed in his march, 
treafores which he ah * . • 

hll twenty tents with gold and hive. 

. * They aifo feed hotfes in 4 ^:"' ‘ •' 

IS plenty, they boii the offal to rags, and mir ’ " ’ 

ome forts of grain, make balls of it, which the '.ih'ruft 
horles throat. In a fcarcity of provifions, thev 

Which has the fame effetl both on the horfes and' 
jt^aamps their appetites^ i 
1 he horfes of the country, 
that they^are not to be brob« 

^ a£l with the feme regii 
European cavalry The Fe 
die, and greatly efteenied, j 
Thofe of India* fell for fifty 


ung’s army being, at that 
and undiftnrbed by ma. 

the 0 eigh bou ring tow o s* 
ir provifions, were em 
revenues, Jb that the Viceroy 
- . and contribii* 

^ without diminifeing from 

:ways^ carried with him, and which ferved to 
''T’ercoin. 

nice fields, and where meat- 
xing it with 

-,-.^*1: down : the' 
give them opium, 
men, for at once 
to endure fatigue, 
exceedingly vicious, 
d cannot be brought. 

, as a fqusdron of ' 
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ply of beef for the Mahometan foldiery, and the fmall 
proportion of Europeans. But to leflen the furprize 
of the more exaft calqulator, it muft be fuppofed, that 
thefe numerous armies feldom keep the field any time, 
without great lofe by famine ^ for a very confiderable 
diminution is fearcel-y felt, among fuch numbers, and 
vary little regarded from any notions, of humanity*, 
a famine is, therefore,, neither confidered as any 
thing extraordinary, nor will the memory of it 
ever prevent the aflemblage of another multitude, 
who muft alfb be liable to the fame chances^ of fub- 
iifting or ftarving,, as accidenl ftiali cktermine. In 
like manner, allowance muft be made for the great 
lofs and dama^ they fuftain in men, beafis, and all 
the implements of war, as often as they move in dif- 
ficult roads.and * defiles, and particulm'ly in their me- 
thod of paffing over great rivers. For their rivers, 
wItcii. tltey are hot fordable, ,in tlie rainy feafon be- 
come torrents, being fweiled to fucly a degree, that 
they are not to be pafled but flantwife, the landing 
place being frequently above a mile below tlie place of 
embarkation, and heavy veiTels, built of timber, could 
not be brought up againft the ftream to G;rve _ again. 

They therefore make large boats of a kind of 
- balket-work, which they cover with fldns. As there 
muft always be great plenty, of hides in fo numerous 
an array, they are eafily made. They are very light 


^ We matched' every other day aboot four coffes with 

ftch a train of '-baggage, as was almoft kupoffibie to be kept ift 
order; we paited' thTOOgh woods^ and over loountains^ thick ^of 
bullies, where- many camels perlAed 5 and many people dred with 
the di'fliculfeies ,of an impallibie way, went away to Agra, and all 
complained. I loft my tents and carts, but by midnight we met 
again. The -krag'.Tefted two days; for the Lelkar& could not ia 
kfs time recover ■ 'their order ; many of the king’s wonlen, and 
trhouiands-of coaches^'caits, and camels, lying in the woody inoim- 
tains, without meat or water. Me himfolf ^ot through on a fmall 
Elephant thabwillclimb up rocks, and pais fuch ftraits, that no 
hftife or bail i haveXeen, can foilow him. 

■ ^ ' . Sir f* JmrMql 
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and manageable, and yet will carry above fifty horfe 
and are capable of tranfporting the heavieft artillery! 

It is owing entirely to an ignorance of the man! 
tiers of the Afiatics, that many people imagine they 
can never be made foldiers. It may perhaps be 
fliewn that they never will, whilft the fame wretched 
government and abhorrence of innovation fubfifis; 
but thole are greatly miftaken, who attribute their 
dread of fire arms, and particularly of artillery, to a 
daftardly difpofition, and an invincible timidity. 

The true caufe lies in the inexperience of their lead- 
ing men, who never underftood the advantages of 
difcipline, and who have kept their infantry upon too 
low a footing. Their cavalry (which are, among 
them, very refpedlable, and allb well paid) though not 
backv/ard to engage with fabres, are extremely unwil- 
ling to bring their horfes within the reach of our guns ; 
fo that they^ do not decline an engagement fo much 
through fear for their lives, as for their fortunes, which 
are all laid out ill thehorie they rideon. As an inftance 
of the affeclioa they contract for fo ferviceable a crea- 
ture, Morarow, the general of the Marattas, having 
_^Jiad his favourite horfe fhot, mourned for him three 
days, after their manner, that is to fay, was fo long 
without his turban. * 

Such of the natives as have been difciplined and 
encouraged by Europeans, and formed into a regu- 
lar infantry, under officers of their own, and generally 
known by the name of Sepoys, have familiarize^J 
themfelves to fire arms, and behaved well behind 
\valls; and when we give them ferjeanis to lead 
them on, they make no contemptible figure in the 
field. 

Nothing is fo ruinous to their military affairs, as 
the falfe notion which is generally entertained among 
them, and chiefly by their commanders, in relation 
to artillery. They are terrified with that of the 
enemy, and fooiifhly put a confidence in their own } 
and what is the moll: fatal miftake, they place their 
B 2 . chief 





oa the largeft pieces, whi^^H *ey 
, manage nor move. 
and founding names, as the haha 

and have fome pieces J 

’ When we march round 

-h Dur''!i«ht field pieces, and make it necel- 
thofe Lormous weights, , their bullocks 
untradable, it a fliot come. 

„ --- --Yerncibie. 5 , : icind, 

fo ill harneffed, that it 

the reft from any one that mail 

done, we have a much^ 
fing fo very tenacious of 
than in their want of bravery. 

- hirafelf, but every Raja, who 
'co;;m;ni''of all the.forces he oau b™g .mo 
or lefs, always appears among 
Elephant, and is at once t ie 
. or ftandard of that corps, wha 
conftantly on him^ ; and if they lofe 
‘"i conciudc th<it all is loiu 
fior*Autengzebe gained two battles by the 
’ “ ho defired his two vidonous bro- 
down from their Elephant^ mount their 
vanquiftied : their troops mii- 
'’1. The fameprac- 
affords our engineers a 
the fate of a whole de- 
direded difcharge of a fix 
beafts, now feem to 
other end but to be 
,w. It is faid, they begin to 
pradice, but turely that might 
~ for before the ufe 01 
was in like 
1 of 'a whole army, and 
the fame perilous ftation. . 
pierced with nine arrows, 
'ii .': . and 


chief dependance 
neither know how to 
them pompous t 
do to their guns, 
ball of feventy pounds, 
them wit 
fary to move 
which are at beft very 
among them, are quite ungov 
fame time are 1- 
fraall delay to free 
happen to be unruly ' 
in war with the d 
greater advantage in 
their old manners, 

Not only the Prince 

has the c- 

the field, be they more 
them mounted oti an 
General and enfign. 
keep their eyes c— . 
fisht of him tor a mon„ent, 

Ihus we 1_. , ^ 
treachery of thofe w 
thers to get d- 
horfes, and purfue the 
fing them, immediately difperftd, 
tice, continued to this day, 
tiir opportunity of deciding 
tachment, by one well d'-rc"! 
pounder; and thofe enormous 
be brought into the field for no 
a mark for our artillery. P ' 
fee the danger of this [ 
have been found long fince 
artillery, the General thus diftmguifhed, 

manner expofed to the arrows c 

vet we always find them ip . 

PoruB js faid to have been pierced with 


xia 
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and to have funk from his Elephant with innume- 
rable wounds. It lliould feem probable, that not 
merely their regard for ancient manners, but the ex- 
pediency of keeping their troops together by this fig- 
naV will induce them to continue the fame method ; 
the'neceifity of which will appear from the^ condud 


and fuccefs of Aurengzebe, who, when he found his 
army giving wav on every fide, ordered chains to be 


faftened about the legs of his Elephant, to convince 
them that he would not give the example of flight •, 
and that thofe to whom his life was dear or intertfi- 
ing, could preferve it by no other means but firmly 
maintaining their ground. It may perhaps be a far- 
ther illuftration of this pradice, to &ew the conformi- 
ty of cuftoms among remote and different barbarous 
nations, unfkilled in the military fcience. 

In tht hiftories of America, we find Montezuma 
reprefented as performing no part of a general, but 
only fitting in an exalted ftage on men s fhoulders, 
and ferving as a confpicuous flandard to his troops. 

To fhew that they themfelves are fenfible of the 
danger of being thus expofed, they will fometimes 
avail themfelves of the only device that can afford 
them any fecurity.. For it has been obferved, that 
feveral Elephants caparilbn’d alike, with riders in the 
fame rich and fplendid habits, have appeared in dif- 
ferent parts of the field on the fame day. 

Another great obftacle to their fuccefs in war, is 
their fnperftition, and particularly their ftrid obierv- 
ance of lucky and unlucky days, which often prevents 
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alfo a cuftorn of matching two wild beaP-s, moft com- 
monly elephants; and having given their own name 
to the one and that of the enemy to the other, they 
bring them together to light in preience f their army: 
but in this cuftom, they are not altogether to be con- 
demned for fuperttitious folly, Imce they have the poli^ 
to make it a very unequal match, and to give their 

own name to the ftrongeft. 

The art of influencing the vulgar to engage in 
any great undertaking, by the aid of thete preju- 
dices, is rare, where the chiefs are themfelves alio 
fuperftitious ; but it frequently happens diat gieat 
obftaCles are by thefe means thrown in their way and 
manv of their defigns made to mifcarry by ®tt u pto 
pie. In order to give an authentick reprefentation 
of fuch pradtices, the following extraftof a leuer trora 
Colonel Laurence, to the Governor or ror . 
George, is here inferted. 

“ We made one mal'ch nearer the enemy, and m- 

“ tended to have pofted ourfelves this day on the 

“ road between Wandewafti and Pondicheiy, but 

were prevented by the following unforeieen acci- 

“ dent. For fomfe days paft, the black people at- 

“ tending the camp, have been very fickiy, and feme 

“ of them died every day, and that by ajmoltinftanta- 

neous deaths, owing partly to the feafon of the year, 

“ and in Ibme meafure to bad water. A biamin, 

“ rnoft probably employed by the enemy, carne into 

“ our camp, and by pretending inlpirations, he p- 

“ thered about him a crowd of Malabar people ; 

“■ thefe he threatened with the vengeance of their 

“ cods if they followed the camp, and very artfully 

“ mfinuated, that the prefent reigning ficknefs 

“ amongft them, wasa punirtiment inflidled on them 

** by their god, who was offended at their icmaining 

“ with the Englifh. Upon this, all the* Cooleys 

deferted. ^ 

But 

* Blacks who ate hired to carry the baggage, and fomstimes 

to draw the gtina* . 



INTRODUCTIO N. xxHi 

But what is the greateft obftade of all, to their be- 
coming a military people, is, that thofe who have once 
had fuch fuccefs in tlie Held, as to obtain the name 
of Fortunate, being thereby confidered as invtncibie, 
and in confequence unmoiefted for a time, are wil- 
iins to fa ve the needlefs expence ol an army. For 
thisreafon there are few veterans, and moll of their 
armies confift of an affemblage of various people hal- 
tily brought together from different parts ; fo that 
there can be no fuch thing as difcipline, without 
which, numbers are but an impediment, and bravery 

ineffedual i r 4 i 

Notwithftanding they have fo feverely fuffered.by 
being furprized in the night by the Europeans ; they 
can never be brought to eftablifh either order or vigi- 
lance in theiiT camp : and when they have adfed with 
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upon keing a bc4y of horie in or cotton rooes* 

Tbefe laft mentioned particulars are not infifted on 
as any part of the argument •, the foregoing accounts 
will fufiiciently demonftrate, that a nation under 
fuch circumftances, can never become a military 

people. c j c 

And yet, there is no character they are fc fond of 
as that of a warrior and as they have no other nor 
tion of government, they have been, from time imr 
memorial continually at war with one another. They 
will ftill talk in a' very high ftrain of their palfion 
for military glory ; and as the word zing, in their 
language, fignifies a foldier, it will appear, by the 
frequency of that termination to moft of the names 
mentioned in the following foeets, how generally they 
affedt the honour of that title. 

Upon this OGcafjon, it would be great injufoce to 
our commanders on the coaft of Coromandel, not to 
obferve, that they have always had to contend with a 
i'uperior body of Europeans, ccndufted by leaders of 
experience and rank in the French army. 

Thus far it has been requiftte to relate fuch of the 
Afiatic manners, as may give fome light to the ac- 
counts of their military operations and it might 
perhaps be npt altogether unpleafing to the reader, 
nor ulelefs on this occafion,.,tc) relate fome far- 
ther particulars of the Moors, who are the govern- 
ing people of India, and particularly of the Mogul. 
To enter bpq a minute defcription of the cuftom 
of lire Indians, though they were the original in- 
habitants (befides that Bernier, Thevenot, Taver- 
nier, 
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nier, and * others, have treated of them at large) 
is not the defign of this work, and more particu- 
larly belongs to the commercial hiftory of thefe coun- 
tries. But for the illuftration of the events of war, 
the manners of the f Moors who have ufurped the 
government, are chiefly to be examined intp. 

It is extremely difRcuk to give any recent account 
of thefe princes, as they are by cuftom proud, have 
a contempt for other nations, and admit no one to 
their courts, unlefs it i?e fucli as by any peculiar ta- 
lent may happen to adminifter to the gratification 
of forae prefent fancy, or to the relief of any diibr- 
der they may labour under. They have an implicit 
faith in the abilities of the European phyficians. It 
is owing to this opinion, that Bernier was enabled to 
give fo ample and authentic an account of the life 
and manners of Aurengzebe. He travelled with 
him in his extraordinary journey to Cachemire, of 
which he has given a clear, comprehcrifive, and 
moft entertaining journal. As Bernier’s whole ac- 
count of the Mogul Empire, is fo full and inftruc- 
tive, it is much more proper to recommend the pe- 
rufal of it to the reader, than to tranfcribe, as is too 
often the praftice, from a book that is in every body’s 
hands, and which is, throughout, fuU of ufe and 
entertainment. 

But on the other hand, where there are books 
that, amidft a quantity of ufelefs, matter, have feme 
few curious particulars ; or when any fcarce trad is 
either out of print, or only to be found ^mong large 
colledionsi in fuch cafe, it may be allowable to give 
extrads of the moft uleful paflages. The juftnefs 

of 

* There is a very good account by Terry, chaplain to Sir Tho- 
mas Roe’s emhafly, printed along with the Englifli tranllation qI 
Ketro de la Valle’s travels to the Malabar coall. 

+ It is a great impropriety to call the Mahometan-ufurpers of 
India by the name of Moors : and yet, as the writers of ail nations 
have always given them that appellation, it would now be a grea- 
ter impiopiiety to deviate fsoip that ufage. 
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of the foregoing obfervation, will be fliewn, if the 
majorit5 of readers (hall happen to be unacquainted 
with thejournal of fo eminent a perfbn as Sir Thomas 
Roe, w^ho was ambaffador from James I. to the Mo- 
gul Jehan Guirc. As no Englilliman has lately had 
the opportunity of fo familiar an intercourie with thofe 
Monarchs, the accounts given by him of the fplendor 
of the Mogul, fo greatly diminillied of late years, 
w'ith fome particulars of his private Me, may not im- 
properly be here inlerted ;and it is to be remark’d, that 
fo ftriii: is their attachment to antient manners, that 
they never change their modes of life or fafhions 
and therefore whoever reads a defcription of thena in 
any diftant time, will have a moftexad reprefentation 
of their prefent manners. 

Estrad of a Letter from Sir Thomas Roe, to the 
Archbifliop of Canterbury^ dated Adfmere, Janu- 
ary 2^^ 1615. : 

* *^HESE people have no Written Laws, the 
‘ 1 King’s judgment binds ; who fits and givp 
® fentence once a week with much patience, both in 
‘ civil and criminal caufes, where foraetimes he fees 
‘ the execution done by his Elephants with too much 
‘ delight in blood. 

‘ His Governors of provinces rule by his Firinans, 

‘ which are his letters or commiflions authorizing 
‘ them, and take life and goods at pleafure. 

‘ In revenue he doubtlels exceeds either T urk or 
‘ PerBan, or any Eaftern Prince, the fums I da;re not 
‘ name : but the reafon, all the lands are his, no 
‘ man has a foot. He maintains all that are not me- 
‘ chanics, by revenues beftowed on them, reck- 
‘ oned byhorfes i and the allowance of manyisgrea- 
“ ter than the eftates of German Princes. All men 
^ rife to greater and greater Lordfhips as they ad- 
‘ vance in favour, which is got by frequent prefents, 
‘ rich and rare. The Mogul is heir to all that die, 

: ‘ as 
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« as well thofe that gained it by their induftry, as 
‘ merchants, &c. as thofe that live by him. He 
< takes ail their money, only leaving the widow and 

* daughters what he pleates. To the fons of thofe 
‘ that die worth two or three millions, he gives fome 
‘ fmall Lordlhip to begin the world anew. The 
‘ King fits out in three feveral places three times of 
‘ the day, except fometbing extraordinary hinders 
‘ him : an hour at noon to fee his elephants fight, 

‘ from four till five to entertain all comers, to be feen 
‘ and worlhipped *, from nine till midnight amidft his 
‘ principal men in more familiarity, being below 
‘ among them. 

‘ All the policy of his ftate is to keep thegreateft 

* men about him, or to pay them afar olFliberally *. 

* There is no council, but every officer gives the King' 
‘ his opinion apart. He {meaning Jehan Guire, 
‘ Grandfather of Aurengzebe) is of countenance 

* cheerful, and not proud in nature, but only .by Ifa- 
‘ bit and cuftom, for at night he is very affable and 
‘ full of gentle converfation. 

‘ The buildings are all bafe, of mud, one ftory 
‘ high. I know not by what policy the King feeks 

* the ruin of all the antient cities which were nobly 
‘ built, and now lie defolate and in rubbifh. His own 

* houfes are of ftone, handfome and uniform. His 
‘ great men build not, for want of inheritance, and 
‘ as far as 1 have yet feen, live in tents or houfes worfe 
‘ than our cottages.’ 

A Letter of the fame date from Sir Thomas Roe, to 
the Eaft-India Company. 

‘ 51 T my firft audience, the Mogul prevented 

‘ me in fpeech, bidding me welcome as to the 
‘ brother of the King my matter : and after many 

, ‘ com* 


« And whether at home or abroad, to keep agre«nttfflbeiof 

fpies continually about sbeni* 
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* cornplinients, I delivered his M^efty s letter, with 
‘ a copy of it in Perfian: then I Ihewed ray commif- 
‘ fion, and delivered your prefents, that is, the coach, 

* the virsinals, the knives, a Icarf erabroidered, and 
‘ a fiord of ray own. He, fitting in his ftate, could 

* not well fee the coach, but fent many to view it, 

‘ and caufed the mufician to play on the virginals, 

‘ which gave him content. At night, having ftaid 

* the coachman and mufician, he came down into a 

* court, .got into the coach, and into every corner of 

* itj caufing it to be drawn about. Then he lent to 
‘ me, though it was ten o’clock at night, for a fer- 
‘ vant to put on hislcarf and fword after the Engliili 
‘ fafiiion, of which he was fo proud, that he walk- 
‘ ed up and down flourilhing k, and has never fince 
‘ been feen without it. But after the Englilh wpe 

* come away, he afked the Jefuit, whether the King 
‘ of England was a great King, that fent prefents of 
‘ fo fmall value, and that he looked for fome jewels. 

‘ There is nothing more welcome here, nor did I 

* ever lee men lb fond of drink, as the King and^ 

‘ Prince are of red wine, whereof the Governor of 
‘ Surat fent up fome bottles, and the King has ever 
‘ fince Iblicited for more : I think four or five calks 

* of that wine will be more welcome than the richeft 
^ jewels in Cheapfide.” 

Extraas from Sir Thomas Roe’s Journal. 

4 p«|-i H E King having been far gone over night in 

* X wine, fome, however accidentally or malici- 
‘ oufly, fpoke of the laft merry night, and that many 
‘ of the nobility drank wine, which none rauft do 

* without leave. The King forgetting his order, alk* 

* ed who gave it, and anfwer was made the Buckfhee ; 
for no man dares fay it was the King when he 

* makes a doubt of it. The cuftom is, that when 
» the King drinks, which is alone, fometimes he will 

* command the nobility to drink after him, which if 

they 
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they do not, it is looked upon as a crime : and fo 
» every man that takes a cup of wine of the officer, 

‘ has his name writ down, and he makes his obei- 
‘ fance, though perhaps the King’s eyes are clouded 
‘ The King not remembering his own command, 

‘ called the Buckfhee, and alked whether he gave 
‘ the order, who faifely denied it, for he had it 
‘ from the King, and by name called all that drank 
‘ with the Embaffador. The King then called for the 
‘ lift, and the perfons named in it, and fined fome 
‘ one, fome two, and fome three thoufand roupees ; 

‘ and fome that were nearer his perfon, he caufed to 
‘ be whipped before him, they receiving a hundred 
‘ and thirty ftripes with a terrible inftrument, having 
‘ at the ends of four cords, irons like fpur-rowels, fo 
‘ tliat every ftroke made four wounds. When they 
‘ lay for dead on the ground, he commanded the 
‘ ftanders-by fo fpurn therir, and after that, the por- 
‘ ters to break their ftaveson them. Thus moft cru- 
‘ eOy mangled and bruifed they were carried out ; 
'* one of tliera died on the fpot, fome would have 
‘ excufed it by laying it on the Embaffador, but the 

* King replied he only ordered a cup or two to be giv- 
‘ en him, Drunkennefs is a common vice, and an ex- 
‘ crcife of the King’s, yet it is fo ftridtiy forbidden, 
' that no man can enter the Guzelcan when the King 
‘ fits, but the porters fraeli his breath, and if he have 
‘ but tafted wine, he is not fuffered to come in, and 
^ if the reafon of his abfence be but known, it will 

* be a difficult matter to efcape the whip ; for if the 
‘ King once takes offence, the father will not fpeak 

for the fon. 

‘ The lecond of September was the King’s birth- 
'' day, and kept with great folemnity. On this day 
‘ tije King is weighed againft fome jewels, gold, filver, 

* ftuffs ©r gold, lilver; and filks, butter, rice, fruit, 
' and many other things,^ of every fort a little, which 
® is ail aiveiT to theBramins. 
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‘ He was fo rich in jewels, that I own in my life I 

* never faw fuch ineftimable wealth together. The 
‘ time was ipent in bringing his greateft elephants be- 
‘ fore him feme of which being lord-elephants, had 
‘ their chains, bells, and furniture of gold and filver, 

‘ with many gilt banners and flags carried about 
‘ them, and eight or ten elephants waiting on each of 
‘ them cloathed in gold, lilk, and lilver. _ 

*■ In thus manner about' twelve companies pafled by 
‘ moif richly adorned, the firft having all the plates 
‘ on his head and breaft fet with rubies and emeralds, 

* being a beaft of wonderful bulk and beauty. I hey 
‘ all bowed down before the King, making their re- 
‘ verence very handlbmely : this w as the fineft fhorv 
‘ of beads I ever faw. 

‘ I found the Mogul fitting on his throne, and a 

* beggar at his feet, a poor filly old man, all ragged 
‘ and'^patched. The country abounds in this fort of 
‘ profelfcd poor holy men ; they are called hakeers^ 

‘ and held in great veneration : and in w'orks ofmor- 
‘ tification and voluntary fuftering, they outdo all 
‘ that ever has been pretended either by Hereticks or 
‘Idolaters. This miferable wretch cloathed in rags, 
‘ crowned with feathers, and covered with allies, bis 
‘ Majefty talked with about an hour fo familiarly, and 

with 

* There are few booksof Voyages among the Turks or Indians 
ivhich do not make mention of the Fakeers or Joguies. The for- 
mer is a Turkifh word, and fignifies poor, the latter is the Indian 
name for thefe extraordinary faints, for fuch they are efteemed, 
and are called Santos at Cairo, and in many other parts It b well 
known that the veneration paid to, the numerous body or theie 
worthlefs and infolent beggars, is owing to the opinion of extra- 
ordinary fanaity which a few of this fed acquire by the per- 
formance of certain fmgular and fantaftical vows. Some have 
made a vow^ to hold their arms above their head till they contraa 
a iliiFnefs, and can never be moved : others to keep their hands 
clenched till their nails grow through them : others to fit in chairs 
full of iharp nails, to drag a heavy chain, to carry vail weights about 
their necks, or fire on- their heads. Some years ago one of theie 
made a vow to meafure the length of die whole empire with his own 
body } and at this time there is a Fakeer who every day rolls him- 
felf round the lock at Trichinopoly, which is a mile in circumx- 
rence. 



sue an humility not round eaiily among ivmgs. 
The beggatiat, which the King’s fon dares not do. 
He gave the King a prefent ot a cake mixed with 
alhest burnt on the coals, and made bybimfeif of 
coarfe grain, which the King willingly accepted, 
broke a bit and eat it, which a nice perfou could 
fcarce have done ; then he took the clout that wrap- 
ped it up, and put it into the poor man’s bofom, and 
font for an hundred roupees, and with his own 
hand poured them into the poor man’s lap, and ga- 
thered up for him what fell befides. When his col- 
lation or banquet, and drink came, whatfoever he 

• took to eat he broke and gave the beggar half ; and 
■ lifing, after many humiliations and charities, the 
‘ old wretch not being nimble, he took him up in his 
' arras, though no cleanly perfon durfl: have touched 
‘ him, and embracing him three times, laying his 
‘ hand upon his heart, and calling him father, left 
‘ him and all of us in admiration. 

‘ While the King appeared at the window, two 

* eunuchs ftood on two treffeis with long poles, and 
‘ feather-fans at the end of them, tanning him. He 
‘ bellowed many favours, and received prefents. At 
‘ one fide in a window were his two principal ‘wive.s, 
‘ whofe curiofity made them break little holes in a 
‘ grate of reed that hung before it, to gaze on me ; 
‘ i faw firft their fingers, and then, they laying their 
‘ face clofe, firft the one and then the other, I could 
‘ fometimes difeern their full proportion.^ They were 
‘ indifferently white, w,ith black hair fmoothed up : 
‘ but if there had been no other light, their diamonds 
‘ and pearls had fufficed to (how them. When I iook- 
‘ ed up they retired, and were fo merry, that I lup- 
‘ pofed they laughed at me. On a fudden the King 
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‘ about fifty, all of them richly adorned, but chiefly 
‘ with turrets on their backs, all inclofed with grates 
‘ of gold wire to look through, and canopies over 

* of cloth of filver. Then the King came down the 

* ftairs with fuch an acclamation of health to the 
*• King, as would have out-roared cannon. At the 

* foot of the ftairs, where 1 met him, and fhuffled to 
‘ be next, one brought a mighty caip, another a difh 

* of white fluff like ftarch, into which he put his fin- 
‘ ger, and touched the fifh, and fo rubbed it on his 

* forehead ; a ceremony ufed prefagipg good fortune. 
‘ Then another came and girt on his fword, and hung 
‘ on his buckler, fet all over with diamonds and ru- 
‘ hies, the belts of gold fuitable ; another hung on 
‘ his quiver v/ith thirty arrows, and his bow in a cafe, 
‘ being the fame that was prefented by the Perfian 

* Embaffador. On his head he wore a rich turbant, 
‘ with a plume of Heron’s feathers, not many, but 
‘ long ; on the one fide a ruby unfet as big as. a walnut, 
‘ on the other fide a diamond as large; inthemid- 

* die an emerald much bi^er. His ftaff was wound 
‘ about with a chain of great pearl, rubies and dia- 

* monds drilled. About his neck he wore a chain of 
‘ three firings of moft excellent pearl, the iargeft I ever 

* law. Above his elbows, armlets fet with diamonds, 

* and on his wrifts,three rowsof feveralforts ; his hands 

* bare, but alraoft oh every finger a ring; his gloves, 
‘ which were Englifh, ftuck under his girdle. His 

* coat of cloth of gold without fleeves, upon a fine 

* femiart as thin as lawn. On his feet a pair of buf- 
*• kins embroidered with pearl, the toes fharp and tur- 

* ning up. Thus armed and accoutred, he went to 
‘ the coach that attended him with his new Engliflt 

* fervant, who wascloathed as rich as any player, and 

* more gaudy, and had broke four horles, which were 

* trapped and harneffed in gold and velvets. This was 

* the firft coach, he ever fat in, made by that fent out 

* of England, and fo like, that I knew it not but by 

* the cover, which was a Perfian ^Id velvet. He 



‘ ftraiige e‘n%ns of majefty, made of cloth of gold, 

‘ fet in many places with rubies. Nine led- horfes, the 
4 furniture ail garnifhed, fome with pearls and eme- 
‘ raids, fome only with ftuds enamelled. The Perfi- 
‘ an Embaflador prefented him a horfe. Next be- 
« hind came three palankeens, the carriages and feet 
‘ of one plated with gold, fet at the ends with ftones, 

‘ and covered with crimfon velvet, embroidered with 
‘ pearl, and fringes of great pearl, hanging in ropes 
‘ a foot deep, a border about it fet with rubies and 
‘ emeralds : and a footman carried a footftool of gold 
‘ fet with ftones. The other two palankeens were 
‘ covered and lined only with cloth of gold. Next 
‘ followed theEnglifli coach newly covered and richly 
« adorned, which' he had given to Queen Nourtna* 

^ hal, who fat in it. After them a third, in which 

♦ fat his youngeft fons,. Then followed above twenty 
‘ elephants royal, led for him to mount, fo rich in 

ftones and furniture that they glittered like the fun. 

* Every elephant had fundry flags of cloth of filver, 

< gilt tettin and taffety. His noblemen he fuffer- 
‘ ed to walk on foot, which I did to the gate, and 
‘ left him. His Wives on their elephants were car- 
‘ ried half a mile behind him. 

‘ When he came before the door, where was bis eh 

< deft Ton kept prifoner, he ftayed the coach, and cal- 
‘ led for him. He came and made reverence, with a 
‘ fword and buckler in his hand, his beard grown to 

< his middle, a fign of disfavour. TheK-ingcom- 
‘ manded him to mount one of the fpare elephants, 
^ and fo rbdenext to him, with extraordinary appM® 

and joy of all men, who are now filled with new 
‘ lippes, The King gave him one thoufand roupees 
‘ to caft to the people. Hisjailof, Afaph Chan, and 
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‘ all tbofe monllers, were yet on foot ; I took horfc 
‘ to avoid the croud and other inconveniences, and 
‘ crolled out of the Lefear before him, waiting till he 

‘ came near his tents. He paffed all the way between 
‘ a guard of elephants, having every one a turret 
® oa^is back, and on the four corners of each, lour 

* banners of yellov/ tafirety, and right before a piece 
‘ of cannon carrying a bullet as big as a tennis- pad, 

* the gunner behind it. They were in all about tutee 
^ hundred. Other elephants of ftate went oeforc, and 
‘ behind, about fix hundred, all of which were co- 

* vered with velvet, or cloth of gold, and had two 
‘ or three gilded banners : feveral footmen ran along 

* the way with flcins of water to lay the duft before 
‘ the King. No horfeor man was iuffered to come 
‘ within two furlongs bf the coach, except thofe that 
*■ walked by on foot ; fo that I hafted to his_ tents to 

* attend life alighting. They were walled in about 

* half an Knglifli mile in compais, in form of a fort, 
‘ with feveral angles and bulwarks, and high cur- 

* tains of a coarfe fluff made like arras, red on the 

* outiide, and v/ithin figures in panes, with a hand- 
‘ Ipme gatehoufe every poft. that bore tliefe up was 

* headed with brafs. The throng was great : I had 
^ a mind to go in, but no one was permitted, the 

* greateft in the land fitting at the door ; however I 
‘ inade an offer, and they admitted me, but refufed 

* the Periian Embaffador. In the raidft of this court 
“ was a throne of Mother of Pearl, borne on two 
‘ pillars raifed on earth, covered over with a high 
^ rent, the pole headed with a knob of gold ; under 

that, canopies of cloth of gold, and under-foot 

* carpets. When the King entered, every man cried 
‘ joy and good fortune, and fo we took our places. 
‘ He called for water, walhed his hands, and depar- 
‘ ted. His women went in fome other way to their 

apartments, and his fon I law not, 

‘ Within 



. i 


IN 1 K u u u l: i' 1 U N. XXXV 

■ ‘ Within this inclofure where about thirty diviii- 
‘ ons v/ith tents. All the noblemen retired to theirs 
‘ which were in excellent forms, fome all white, fome 
'• green, fome mixed, all incloied as orderly as any 
‘ houfe, in the mofi; magnificent manner I ever faw. 
" The vale fhowed like a beautiful city, for the bag- 
‘ gage ntade no confufion ; I was ill provided with 
^ carriages, and aflramed of my equipage *, for five 
‘ years allowance would not have provided me an in- 
‘ diiferent rent anfwerable to others, and to add to 
‘ the grandeur, every man has two, fo that one 
‘ of them goes before to the next ground and is fet 
‘ up a day before the King riles from the place 


A Circumftance which may appear trifling will 
greatly contribute to' compleat the idea v/hich 
Sir Thomas R.oe has given us of the Moors in 
India. 

It happened there was among the prefents, a pic- 
ture of Venus leading a Satyr by the. nofe. The 
Mogul when he faw this, fhew'ed it to his courtiers, 
and bid them remark the adion of the woman, the 
blacknefs of the Satyr’s Ikin, and other particulars, 
giving them to underftand, he confidered it as a re- 
fledion on the people of Afia, whom he fuppofed to 
be reprefented by the 'Satyr, as being of their com- 
plexion ; and that the Venus leading him by the nofe 
denoted the great power the women of that country 
have over the men. 

It was indeed too appofite an emblem *, and this, 
will give a juft reprefentation of the luxurious indo- 
lence in which they pafs the greateft part of their 
lives, except when they are at war. As they fit for 
the moft part (whenthey are not witli their wo- 
men) upon their Ibfas, Imoaking, and amufing 
therafelves with their jewels, taking coffee or fweet- 
meats, feeing their quails fight, ^ or fiich like pair 

C z ’ . , timesj 
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times; nothing furprizes them fo much as to fee a 
European walk , about a room ; and none but their 
very young people ever ride for arnufement or ex- 
ercifeonly. 

Though Sir Thomas Roe reprefents the pride or 
the Mogul as fcarcely hipportable to an Englifiiman, 
■yet that E.mba{hidor appear^ to have been favoured in 
a very extraordinary manner. The extreme difre- 
gard which the Afiatic Sovereigns naturally have for 
luropeans, is fuUv fet forth in the following extradf 
from M. de BuflyVletter publifoed in Mr. Dupleix’s 
Memoirs. It is a juft and moft authentic pidure 
of the haughty demeanor and affuraing arrogance of 
thofe people, and will prove what has been advanced 
pf the very little intercourie we could have ha4 wjth 
them. ’ . 

ExtraSi of a Letter from M. de Bufly. 

-l^OUR bien apprecier I’etat prefent de !a nation 
J: Francoife dans 1’ Inde, il faut fe rapeller ces terns 
d’ humiliations^ou ies Francois etoient forces pour le 
bien de leur commerce, d’ailer timidiment porter leurs 
prefens'& leurs hommages 'a de petits chefs de Bourga- 
cies que nous.il’adtnetons aujourd’hui a nos Dorbards, 
que lorfque nos interns Tcxigerit ; Je ne parle pas 
d’un terns bien el(%n4 il n’y a que fix ans^que ce 
changement a commence-, alorsle Nabob d Arcate 
tout petit Seigneur qu’il etoit, compare au Souba du 
Dekam dont ii n’etoit que le Fefmier, trailer avec 
nous comme tin Souverain avec fes ftijets. 11 prenqit, 
en ecrivant a nos Gouverneurs, un ton d’ autorite 
bien humiliant pour la nation Francoife. Nous ne 
paroiilions qu’en fupplians, & toujours charges ^de 
prefens quhj exigeoit comme un tribut. Queiqu’un 
de fes bas-offiders approchoit i! de Pondichery, on en- 
voyoit par deputation le reeevoir au loin, avec de 
grandes marques de confiddatioa. En un mot, qui« 
conque ie difoit envoye de fa part,, doit affure d’dre 

craint,- 
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craIn?, refpefte, charge de prefens de la notre. II fal- 
Ibit, difoic on, tout mettre en ufage pbur ne point ir- 
riter ees petits tyrans, dont le reffentiment poiivoit 
porter un - prejudice confiderable au commerce. II 
etoit inoui alors qu’un Souba du Dekam, abaiffat fa 
fiertejufqu’ ^ ecrire a tin Commandant General des 
Francois. Qgand Nifxm Elmoulouk, pere du Nabob 
r%nant, vint dans ia province d’ A rcate pour repren- 
dre fur les Marattes ia villa de T richenapoly routes 
les nations Europeennes s’ehiprefTerent a lui donner 
des marques de leur foumifiion & mirent toijt en 
lifage pour gagner fa bienveillance. Daigna-t’il ecrire 
a aucun de ceux qui les- reprefen toient ? Non fans 
doute ; il ne daigna pas meme honorer d’un de fes 
regards les riches prefens qu’on jettoit refpedueufe- 
ment a fes pieds, comme un hommage de depen- 
dance. Queiles etoient les homes des etlabliffements 
de la compagnie avant Fexpedition qui m’occupe de- 
puis quatre ans ? Poiidichery, Carikal, Chandernagor 
en compofoient a peu pres toute I’etendue. Pouroit- 
on franchir ces bornes fans faire des baffeifes & des 
prefens, pour en obtenir la permiffion des FaulTedars 
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‘ jed'S. His letter to our Governours ran in a ftrain 
‘ of authority opprobrious to the French nat3on. 

* We never appeared before him but as fuppiiants 
‘ carrying preferits, which he continually exacted 
‘ from us. If any even of his inferior officers came 

* towards Pondichery, formal deputations were lent 
‘ out to meet them with the greateft marks of re- 
‘ fped. The ittmoft care was taken to avoid giving 
‘ offence to thofe petty tyrants, whole refentment 
‘ might have prejudiced our commerce. 

‘ For a Soubaoi'the Deckan to condeicend to write 
‘ to the Commandant General of the French, _ was 
‘ a tiling unheard of, and not to beexpeded. When 
^ Nizam al Mulk, father of the reigning Souba, came 
‘ into the province of Arcot to retake Trichinopoly 
® from the* Marattas, the European nations ftroye 

* who fhouid give him the ftrongeft marks of their 
® fubmiffion, and omitted no means of gaming his 
‘ favour ; yet he deigned not to write to any of the 

* Governors who reprefented thofe nations, and 

* hardly honoured with a look the rich prefents, laid 
*■ w'ith all iniaginabie refped at his feet, as a token 
‘ of their homage and dependence. 

‘ What Vi'cre the bounds of tlie Company’s eftab- 
‘ lifhments before the expedition which has taken me 
‘ up thefe four years ? Pondichery, Carical, and Chan- 
‘ dernagore, where the whole of their extent : tliole 
‘ bounds could not be paffed without fubmiffion and 
‘ prefents, to obtain leave from the farmers of the 
‘ revenue. 


T T is evident from this letter, how few Europeans 
X have of late been acquainted with the interior 
parts of the country. But M. de Bufiy , by accompany- 
ing Salabatzing in all his motions, and feme of our 
own countryfpett, from their intimate and familiar in- 
tercourfe with the governing people in * Bengal, have 

had 


* When they were at Patna, they had confent advices from Delli, 
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}pd all advantages of information ; and it was 
from a certain knowledge, that the moft ample and 
inftruftive materials for this purpole had been pro- 
vided in the country, and were now adually in Eng- 
land, that I defifted from the defign I had once en- 
tertained of entering on the affairs of Bengal Be- 
fides, I had not engaged in any part of this work 
many weeks, before there appeared ferae Memoirs 
of the Revolutions in Bengal, publifhed by a perfon 
principally concerned in them, which anticipated my 
pnroofe of giving a flight view of thofe affairs : And 
whenever the pubiick fliall be favoured by thofe 
who are fo capable and fo well prepared thoroughly 
to explain not only the fecret fprings of the great 
events and revolutions, but alfo the civil, commercial, 
and natural hiftory of Bengal, it will appear how 
much more properly the hiftory of that province is 
left to thofe who had a perfonal ftiare in the traniac- 
tions, and had themfeives feen and confidered the 
ftate of the country. If, contrary to my apprehenfi- 
on, the fame reafoning ought to have deterred me 
from attempting the relation of the war in the.other 
parts of India, it will give me great pleafure to fee 
the hiftory of the Coaft of Corouirtodcl allb be* 
fore the pubiick in a manner mere worthy their at- 
tention. 


I". '■ 
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COAST OF COROMAN^TX-/ 


From the Beginning of the Troubles to the Year 

1754 -. 
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HE authority of the Nabob Mahomet 
-Allee Cawn having been difputed by 
M> 1 B the French, was the |rft caufe of the 
war. I (hall endeavour to fhew ho^^ he 
founded his right, and with what jufuce 
^j^gprenchfupported his competitors. I 
toll trace it&om to year .730. 

cointments, made fmce that time by the viceroys ot 

theDeckan, have a neceflary conneaion man^ 

parts of this narrative, of 

the perfons principaUy concerned m this fcene ot 

Thfviceroy of the Deckan, in the year lyso, 
was railed Nizam Mmuiuck. According to his righ£_ 
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of nominating a Governor of the Carnatick, now 
more generally known by the name of the Nabob of 
Arcot, he appointed Sadet Alice Cawn, who was fuc- 
ceeded by his nephew Deuft Ailee Cawn, who gover- 
ned in the year' 1740. ■■ 

Chunda Saib, a man of no family or riches, but 
endowed by nature with, talents, and a capacity that- 
made ample amends for what fortune had denied him, 
had the command of a fmall diftrid of country, and 
could bring about an hundred horfe into the field. He 
ferved under Deuft Alice Cawn, to whom his genius 
foon made him known, and fo urefiii, that he advanced 
him, and married him to one of his daughters. 

The kingdom of Trichinopoly was then under the 
Gentou government. The king dying, left no chil- 
dren, and appointed his brother’s fon to fucceed. The 
dowager queen, fitpported by her tevo brothers, put 
inadaimto the regency, till her eldeft brother’s fon 
was of a fit age to reign. There was a third party 
formed, by a relation of the deceafed king, .who 
manded the throne as his right, and brought a large 
army to fupport his pretenfions The king’s party 
was foon thrown out of the competition, and the dift 
pute continued between the queen and the king’s re- 
lations. The queen applied to the Nabob of Arcot, 
arid he came to her afliftance, and with him Chunda 
Saib, as his general, who managed affairs fo well, 
that, having twgaken’d: both, he formed a ftronger 
}>arcy for himfelf, and waited with patience till his 
icheme was ripe for execution. Under pretence of a 
vifn to the queen, he introd-ttced himfelf and fome 
troops into the town, got poflelfion of it, put to death 
all the different competitors, plundered and imprifon- 
ed the queen, who, finding no refource left, poifoned 
herlelf ; firft burning the alcoran on which Chunda 
Saib had fworn that his only views in this vifit were 

. ■ T, ■ ^ 

* The Gentou queen’s name'was Menachiama, Hcr conipeii- 
tor, the king’s relation, Ttimolanaik. 
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to fhew marks of refpea and regard. Thus the go- 
vernment of the kingdom of Trichinopoly was chang- 
ed in 1738, and ftili continues under the Nabob of 
Arcot ; and is commonly given to one of his neareft 

relations. , , ' . , , . 

In the year 1740, the Marattas invaded Arcot; 
and overthrew Deuit Alice Cawnin a battle which coft 
him his life. His fon, Subter Alice Cawn, on his 
father’s death, fled to Madrafs, and . there obtained 
the protedion of Mr. Benyon, then governor. Soon 
after he received a grant from Nizam Almuluck, ap- 
pointing him Nabob of Arcot ; but, in the year 1744, ■ 
he was treacheronfly murdered, at a feaft made by 
his brother-in-law Ivlootis Alice Cawn, at Velloure, 
a ftrong fort, twelve miles from Arcot. 

Coza Abdallah Cawn fucceeded him, and was 
hirafelf, ftiortiy after, fucceeded by Anaverdy Cawn, 
our prelent Nabob’s father, who was appointed,, by 
the viceroy of the Deckan, nabob of Arcot, in the 

yegri 745 - , , 

■ Chunda Saib remained at Trichinopoly till the year 
1 741, when the Marattas cUme a fecond time into the 
country, belieged the town, got pofleffion of it, and 
took him prifoiier. He was'carried to Sattarah, the 
Marattas’ capital, and there confined till 1748, the 
year in which Nizam Almuluck died. 

Nizam Almuluck left four fons, Gauzedy Cawn, 
Nazerzing, Salabatzing, and Nizam Allee. 

Though the uicceiTion in this country is not heredi- 
tary, yet it commonly runs in the fame family, eipc- 
cially when the furvivors have power to make good 
their pretenfions, and money to fecure the Mogul s 
appointment. Gauzedy Cawn, the eldeft fon, was 
then Bucihee, or pay-mafter-genera! to_ the Mogul, 
the iecond man in power, next to the Vizier, in this 
mighty empire. He having perhaps more ambitious 
view.s, refufed the viceroyalty of the Deckan, but 
made over his intereft to the fecond fon Nazerzing, 

who was appointed by the Mogul SHaw. Hamet. , 

Nizam 
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Nizam Almuluck had alfo a nephew, Eradmoodin 
Cawn, commonly called Muzapherzing, who, on his 
uncle’s death, laid claim to the Carnatick, founded, as 
he (aid, on a promife from his uncle. But Nazirzing 
refufed his confent, and confirmed Anaveidy Cawn, 
agreeable to his father’s appointment. On thisrefafal 
Muzapherzing declared he would I'upport his preten- 
fions by open force. His firft ftep was to go to Sat- 
tarah, and apply to Ballazerow, chief of the Marar- 
tas, for affiftance. There he faw Chunda Saib, who 
Hill remained prilbaer. Muzapherzing engaged to 
get him releafed, and Chunda Saib, on his fide, pro- 
mifed to go to Pondichery, and influence Mr. Du- 
pleix to affift and fupport him in his caufe. The Ma- 
ratta chief confented to every thing, and promifed his 
affiftance. He kept his word in regard to the reiea- 
fing of Chunda Saib, but fent no troops. Chunda 
Saib fet out for Pondichery, in 1^48, and Muzapher- 
zing prepared to raife an army. 

Chunda Saib fucceeded, made Ibrne preients, and 
promifed much more ; and, when Muzapherzing 
was ready, they were joined by fix hundred French, 
and a train of artillery. In July 1749, they marched 
for Arcot, and there encountered Anaverdy Cawn, 
who loft the vidory and his life. His eldeft fon, 
Mauphus Cawn, was taken prifoner, and his fecond 
Ion, Mahomed Alice Cawn, the prefent Nabob, made 
the belt of his way to his government of Trichinopoly, 
waiting there for an opportunity to revenge his fa- 
ther’s death. The vidorious army purfued the blow, 
took Arcot, and over-ran the whole province. They 
afterwards returned to Pondichery, where Muza- 
pherzing appointed Chunda Saib Nabob of ArCot. 

They remained quiet at Pondichery, till Admiral 
Bofcawen failed for Europe, not daring to move till 
he was out of fight. The day after Odober ai, i 749, 
they "took the field, and raifed contributions all over 
the country. The king of Tanjore, having refufed 
to acknowledge Muzapherzing, or Chunda Saib, 
they marched' and laid fiege to his capital. The 
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French were commanded by Mr. Law, nephew of 
the famous Miffifippi Law. They foon made a 
breach, but the troops within feeming deterrhined 
to defend it, they were afraid to venture an aflault 
Bv protrafting the fiege, the people in the town were 
reduced to tiieir iafl; barrel of powder ; but, how- 
ever, they faved the place, by compounding for fom? 
lacks of * roiipees in ready money, and a bill for fe- 
venty-five lacks more. The enemy raifed the fiege, 
but after one day’s march, the French army return- 
ed and inhfied on a fum of money for themfelves, 
^Hedging that they had not received any part of what 
was paid. However, it was to no purpofe, fof the 
kingof Tanjore, having received in that time a rein- 
fpreeraent of Sepoys and gunners, and a large quan- 
tity of powder from Tricliinopoly, refufed to give any 
more. Still the breach remained open, which the 
French would not attack. In the mean time, certain 
accounts came of Nazerzing’s march from Aurenga- 
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horfe, and the EngUih detachment commanded hy 
Captain Cope, and joined Nazirzing at* Waldore, in 
February 1750. As it iscuilornary araongft ali Eaftern 
princes to make prefents on the firft vilit, when the 
Nabob waited on Nazirzing, he allted him what he 
had brought: the Nabob took Captain Cope by the 
hai-id, and, prefenting him, faid he had brought that 
gentleman and the afiiftance of the Engliih nation. 
Nazirzing' was pleafed with the aufwer, conferred 
fome honours on Captaiii Cope, and, a few days after, 
appointed Mahomed Alice Cawn to fucceed his father, 
as Nabob of Arcotand Trichinopoly. 

Muzapherzing and Chunda Saib marched out of 
Pondichery with their army, and two thoufand Euro- 
peans commanded by Mr. Dauteuil, with a large 
train of artillery, and a numerous body of Sepoys. 
They took poft within a few miles of Nazirzing, ' at 
whole earneil and repeated requeft, I marched with 
fix hundred men, accompanied with Mr. Weftcotr 
one of the council, with a commiffion to treat v/ith 
Nazirzing, in' which we were aHifted by Captain Dal- 
ton. 

We joined him at "I'iHanure, and were very graci- 
oiifly received, fuitable to the dignity of an Eaftern 
pnnce, at the head of three hundred thouiand men, 
of which he declared me Generaliflimo. He propo- 
led to ms to attack the enemy immediately ; I told 
him, in the Eaftern ftile, that he muft be fure of vic- 
tory wherever he fought, yet the attack might be at- 
tended with fome difficulty, and coft him the lives of 
many brave men, as the enemy wereftrongly poftedf, 

and 

* A fort fome miles weft of Pondichery. 
f The French were enft-enched, and had 20 piece.s of cannon. 
Nparztng had 800 ; but his principal officer of artillery was aa 
Jnihman, for the natives, in general, think every European an En- 
gmeer.. f_ happened to find fault with this gentleman’s difpofjtion 
cst fjiB artillery, which was iii a hollow, where his cannon were ■ 
lie gravely replied, What, did I think him mad, or foolife ’ 
enough, to espofe. his’exceilency'^s cannon# bjplaciisgit on a 




However juil'my propbfal might be, his anfwer 
was as follows : What ! fliali the great Nazirzing, the 
fon of Nizam al Muik, even 'for an advantage, feem 
to retreat before fo defpicable an enemy ? no, he would 
march and attack them in front. I told him he might 
do as he pleafed, I was ready to fupport him. 

The two armies were fo near, that the next day 
we cannonaded, and were drawn out to engage. 

In this fituation, a meffenger came to me from Mr.‘ 
Dauteuil, to acquaint me, “ That although we were 
“ engaged in different caufes, yet it was not his de- 
“ fign nor inclinationj that any European' blood fliould 
“ be fpilt ; but as he did not know our poll, fhould 
“ any of his fhot come that way, and hurt the Eng- 
“ lifh, he could not be blamed.” I fent him for 
anfwer, “ That 1 had the honour of carrying the 
“ Englifh colours on my flag gun, which if he plea- 
“ fed to look out for, he might know from thence 
“ where the Englifh. were polled j” and I alTured 
him, I fhould alfo be very loth to fpili European 
blood •, but, if any fitot came that way, he might be 
affured I would return them. 

To know, I fuppofe, whether I was in earneft, a 
jhot was fired from their battery over our heads ; I 
ordered three guns to anfiver to it, andfaw them well 
nninted. Mr. Dauteuil feeingus refoived notto look 
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Nazirzing having immediate notice of his retreat, 
foon routed Muzapherzing’s and Chunda’s Saib’s. 
forces; fell in with the unfortunate French gunners 
left behind as a facrifice, and cut raoft of them to 

'pieces. ikved 9is ni^ny 3 ,s we could-; tEking theni 

by force ' out of the hands of the Moors^ got their 
wounds dreffed by our furgeoiis, and took all the care 
of them that humanity required of us.^ In return^ 
Mr. ‘ Dupieix wrote a long protel^ againft nie^ tor 
making French fubjefls prifoners in time of peace ; 
but the poor fellows, more fenfible of the obligations 
they were under to us, '’very gratefully acknowledged 
our tender iifage, and confeffed it was entirely owing 
to us that they were faved. 

The fame night a large detachment of Marattas 
from Na2ir2ing^s camp^ commanded by Morarow % 
were lent in purfuit of Mr. Dauteuil. They came up 
with him the next day. Mr. Dauteuil formed hi^ 
men into a Iquare. iVIorarow attacked and broke it 
with only fifteen men, imagining his whole party^ in 
bis rear ; but feeing his danger, he with that handtul, 
when furrounded, boldly puihed for it ; arid breaking 
through the oppofite fide, cleared his way with fix 
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ly politic, and, that he might be nearer at hand, to 
concert a fcheme, which in a few months was put 
in execution,, at the expence of his uncle’-s life. The 
conlequence of the vidory was the retaking of Arcot, 
which again acknowkdged its lawful .mailer. 

Mr. Dupleix, after this difgrace, - wrote a long let- 
ter to' Nazirzing, which he would notopen ofread 
i)ut in our prefence. Though he pretended iubmifli- 
on to the viceroy, he had ftiii the ^ prefiimption to dic- 
tate to him, and infift, that none of the family of 
Anaverdy Cawn_^ ihcuid ever goveta the province of 
Arcot. Ambafladors came -alib to treat pubiickly for 
an accommodation, but their real bufinds was pri- 
vately to concert mealures with Shanavas Cawn, Na» 
zirzing’s prime rainifler and the * chiefs of the. con- 
fpiracy, which was firfl; laid in Pondichery by Ghunda 
Saib and Mr, Dupleix, who promifed to aifift them 
to the utraofl of liis power, as it plainly appeared af- 
terwards. Though this was carried on with great fe- 
crecy, I had information that .forne defign was on foot 
againft Nazirzing, ' and that Shanavas. Gawn was , prin- 
cipally concerned in it. I therefore defired ray inter- 
preter to acquaint Nazirzing with what I had heard, 
and in particular what concerned his prime minifter. 
But fo great were the apprehenfions of , the psrfon wd 
employed aslinguift, that he did notdare tofay what 
1 directed him, nor accufe a perfon in fuch high fa- 
^A.iur. and power as* Shanavas Cawnij who was .prefent,! 
lb much did he dread his refentment, which I plainly 
diicovered from the a nfwers I received from Nazir- 
zing, and the confufion of the interpreter.. 

■ . .D ■■■: Part 


' * The two principals of whieh were the fcbobs of GsdapaH 
and Condanore., Tltefe Nabobs are under- the viceroy , of the 
Beckan ; their, country is in theSuballiip of Golc&nda 5. they have' 
in their pay. mitubers of Pataiis, who are rec^nedthe faeftioldiers 
amongft thefe ‘eaftern moors : 'as- 'the policy-of this iihroled entpifS' 
requires frequent aifttiiiiafiojis, thefe PataaS" are ^jleeincd very* 
Hieful in that kind of viliaiiiy*.. • .■ ; : 
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Part of onr infl;ru£lions to NazirEing were, to ob- 
tain an enlargement of our bounds' round MadrafSi 
which he frequently promifed, and certainly intend- 
ed to perform, had not his minifter, who was in an 
oppofite intereft, contrived to difappoint its, by delay- 
ing and putting us off from time to time. Seeing 
ourfelves only amufed, we preffed our demands with 
more earneftnefs, and Nazirzing promifed we ihould 
be immediately latisfied ; but defired we would 
march with him to Arcot, a propofal we could by no- 
means confent to, as it would have left our fettle- 
ments and frontier bounds expofed to the infults or 
2000 French, and Chunda Saib, who at this tiine 
was raifing another army. We alfo endeavoured to 
make him fenfible, that his march to Arcot removed 
him too far from his enemies, who were oiily wait- 
ing for a favourable opportunity to renew the troubles. 
That it was eafy for him^ by ftaying where he was^ 
the : Sfinefei ^e^S^ 

ebhntfy;,;’: and there by cff)lige- them; rfd^aceept ,, of i^hat^ 

l:iiiielSrmk'''he-would';pleapitbb 
ut^d:’:'againff: hik& 
;fl::|jis'^''firourite::^prefl|d.hi^ 
sifhiimf/Was : :-the great bl^e^ibf 
-iolved’his'ruinv' ■ t 

Finding all our endeavours were or no weigh' 



ON THE i;OAST OF ^ U K U M A ij. JL, 

fcarelefinefs. The French attacked them in the night* 
\vhcn tiicy little expefted, and v/ere as little _prepared 
fbr an enemy, and eafily pnt them to the rout, killed a 
great many, and got pofreillo'n of their camp and 
baggage. This fiiccefs animated the French, and 
they once more took the field with Chiinda Saib, and 
marched for Trividy, a fortified pagoda,, fituated 
about fixteen miles weft of fort St. David, which being 
aarrifon’d only by country troops, they ibon got poF 
fellion of it. 

The Nabob, Mahomet- Alice Cawn, who had at- 
tended Nazirzing to Arcot, and was cdnftantly preF 
ling him to return to the charge, defired a party fi'om 
the army, to oppofe and plinifii the French, 'and 
GhiindaSaib: and at the fame time applied to the 
Englilh. for a body ’of Europeans, find a'train of artil- 
lery. Captain Cope therefore, with 460 of the mili- 
tary, and a body of fepoys, marched to his affiftance j 
find in conjundion they moved towards the enemy. 
Hhould at that time have taken the field royfelf,-buc 
tiie chair becoming vacant by the removal of Mr. 
Floyer, I was obliged to 'take the government till Mr. 
Saunders, who was appointed to fucceed,. could comb 
from Vizagapfitam, and fooxt after his arrival, I- em- 
barked for England ■ ' ■ 

_The Nabob had agreed to pay the whole expence 
of our troops in tlie field j but a large prefent to Na- 
zi;', rzing for his commiflion having exhaufted his trea- 
ftiry, in (lead of money, _we got only trifling excufes, 
v^'ith vvliich he put us off from day today, till’ at laft 
the expences falling entire upon us, an’d the Nabob, for 
vtaat of magazines and money, being unabre to’ 
march his army between the French, and Pohdichery, 
Captain Cope had orders to f6tu‘rn. ■ ■ 

; The very next night after, the French andThurida 
Saib attacked the Nabob in his camp. Jt <50uid'-:hor ’ 
be called a battle, but a rout*-, the: troops, ■■anllead 
of fighting, running away in fmail ^ parties, , 'every 
thing, fell into the victor’s hands i even .the" Nabob,' 

' ,■ v',-Nvith, 
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with difificulty made bis efcape, 
attended, to Nazitzing. 

The enemy did .not remain 
blow ; and partly by threats, par 
pofi’effion of G ingee;, a place 
nature, and not ill fortified, ac 

manner, riiey .toolv care to 

queil by a ftroag garriion, fupportiiig it 
tiiiery and ammunition. 

Nazirzing, rouzed _ 

^Gingee, : 

ately marched from Arcot_ to 
place, declaring 
Mazaphevziqg av 
per time to put their 
witii his array fuVrc 
Grand a Saib were er 
Nothing pbw 

. which, was cone , 

r irimeh vrbre. to' 

the Nabobs of 'Gadapah and Coiidanore 
their U'qors had.initruitions 
The h4abobs had^ engaged oi 
Nazirzing at his firft appear 

attack was no ibon'er ■ _ 

' direptly for Nazirzing’s tent, 
came out, they intr-'--''^ 
and punilh the - rebels, i. It 
dirpoilng himlelf to 
foroite vvas given, th 
• while tilC 
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^ - ---xl from lusdethargy 

aud'reftee-ting on its contequences, i 

■ ■ ■■ - - retake that important 

he would kicceed or nevei letuin. 
nd his fadion now thought it a pro- 

fehem^s in execution « Nftzuzuig 
Liiided Gingcc ; the hrenclij, and 
iiiidei* the Vi/alls. 

' . was wanting but to ftrike the blow , 
.prted in the followdng manner, iyie 
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I their part to affaffinate 
rauce, on the alarm. ..The 
begun, b.u'c the two Nabobs made 
’ ^ and meeting him, as he 
•eated hinr to mount his elephant 
unfortunate prince was 
follow their advice, when _ the 
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• ■ ■ , ' , Gcfoon 
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ceffion they fo little expelled. The French pulhed 
their way to Nazirzing’s tents, _ where was found an 
immeafe treafiire, in money and jev/els, by. which many 
riiade their fortitnes,but none lb largely as Mr.Dupieix, 
a fortune, by all accounts, not to be equalled at that 
time, by any fubjeft in Europe. ■■ ' ■ 

To perpetuate the memory of this famous vidlory, 
whici/the French had boafted of as firperior to any 
thing of the kind recorded in hifiory, -Mr. Duplek, 
near the place where the maffacre was committed, 
caufed a town tp be built, called Dupleis * Fateabat, 
and to record the fnare the French had in it, a pillar 
now lies at Pondichery, defigned to be, erebted in, the 
market place, with a pompous Latin infcription,. giv- 
ing an account of the engagement, and the French 
valour. Unluckily future ages will not be the wifer 
for it ; for captain Clive, a year after, in retaking 
the Arcot ccuntry, burnt the town, and deftroyed the 
monument on which the Pillar was to- have -been 
eretled. , ' ' 

The vidorious army returned to Pondichery in Ja- 
nuary i 75 1 , with a rnoii fumptuous .train of the princes 
of the Deckan, and divided the fpoii. Muzapherzing 
declared Chunda Saib Nabob of Arcot, and all its de- 
pendencies, and aii’oeiated Mr. Dupleix in the go- 
vernment with himfelf. , On this Mr. .DupleN affum' 
ed the ftate and formalities of an eaftern. prince. He 
held his Durbar in the palace at Pondichery, . and fuf- 
iered neither the natives, nor liis own countrymen to 
approach him without a prefent after the eaftern man- 
ner, he mounted his elephant, and v/as proclaimed 
Nabob. Mahomed .Alice Cawn efcaping with the 
utmoft difficulty, and without attendants, made the 
beft of his way to Trichinopoly, notwithftanding the 
great fearch made to feize his perfon. ■ ■ : . _ 

It was agreed at Pondichery,. that .Chund.a Saib 
fhould raife an army, and afllfled by- the- -French, 
endeavour to make good his appointment to the go- 
• , D 3 . v.ernnlent 

. »' The place of viaory. ,; , ' :y..' .'. - 
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vernment of Arcot under Mr. Dupleix ; that Muza' 
phtrzing fhould march with the late Nazirzing’s 
army to Aurengabad, ,the uiuai rehdence of the prin- 
ces of the Deckan ; accompanied by Mr. Biiffy, at 
the head of 6ob French',; 3000 fepoys, and a large 
train of artillery/.' , They began tfieir march the be- 
ginning of i75i, aridon the road the two Nabobs 
bf GaSapali and Condanore, jealous of Muzapher- 
.zing and the power of the French, and not tiuhk- 
1%'^ themfelves futHcienlly rewarded, uporj various 
pretexts fomented a ;quarre}, till at length they pro- 
ceeded to farther outrages^ which produced an en- 
gagement. The Fatans advanced to attack th'e 
French, but Utere unable m ftand the cannonade. 
After tiiey were obliged to retire, they fell upon Mu- 
zapherzing’s flank, routed his troops^ and in fume 
meafure revenged Nazirzing, in the death of his net 
phew, the chief of the confpiratqrs. A great many 
of the Patans were killed, and among the reft the 
Nabob of Condanore. 

The next day, the chiefs of the army proclaimed 
Sallabatzing, , brother to Nazirzing viceroy of the 
Deck an, though there was a ftrong party for the fon 
,cf Miizapher'zing.,' At this time the troubles at the 
court of Deiiy, -prsvented the’ Mogul from fettling 
the, afftirs of the Deckan he only made . an ap- 
pointment of Gawzedy Cawn to the government, and 
refolved to fupport him with an army, when the ftate 
of his affairs w'ould permk. The new prince * font 
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Chunda Saib and tihe French treated this propofal 
with the higheft contempt, and immediately raifed 
troops and took the field. We colledled about five 
hundred men from all our garrifons, and fent them 
under the command of:captain be Gingins to dbferve 
their motions, who finding their intentions were for 
Trichinopoly, moved that way alfo ; and at the fame 
time, a patty from that garrifon, of about no men, 
marched to meet captain De Gingins, followed by 
what troops the Nabob could raife, commanded by 
his brother Abdiel Vahob.Cawn. The firft: party 
met captain De Gingins at Verdachilum, and from 
thence the army moved in conjunffion to Volconda, 
where they were alfo joined by the Hahob’a forces, 
amounting in the whole to about aooo horfe, 3000 
fepoys and 600 Europeans. 

Volconda is a confiderable town about 45 miles 
from Trichinopoly, in the road to Arcot. The go- 
vernor at firft feeming in our intereft, amufed us for 
two days, with promifes to deliver up the fort ; but 
foon after Chunda Saib and the Frerich appearing, 
he threw off the mafic, and declared againft us. Th? 
next night we attacked the fort without fuccefs, and 
the army, after fome lofs, was obliged to retreat to 
Outatour, 17 miles from Trichinopoly. 

The enemy’s army, confifting of about 6000 horfe, 
4000 fepoys, and 600 Europeans, followed our army 
to Outatour, and encouraged by the fuccels of an am^ 
bufcade, in which fome of our men fell, by following 
too clofely a party of Chunda Saib’s horfe, they at- 
tacked our camp, but were repulfed ; however, not 
thinking our poll tenable, fhould the enemy repeat 
their attack, we retreated to the banks of the Coler 
roon, facing Trichinopoly. Chunda Saib’s army in- 
creafing daily, our people thought themfelves obliged 
alfo to quit that poft, and to crofs the river to the 
ifland oppofite Trichinopoly. The enemy ftill fol- 
; lowing, we abandoned that poft, and palling the 

B' 4 . A ■ river 
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river Cauvery the 17 th 'of July, we encamped under 
ihe walls of Trichinopoly. 

Ciiimda Saib and the French immediately took pof- 
fefiion of our pdft, ;ahd raifed forne Ijatteries againft 
the town, front ■ acrofs the river ; but finding the dis- 
tance too great, even for a fiiot at almoft its greatexf: 
range, they left a party to fecare Seringam Pagodas 
and croGlng the river, encamped on the plain on the 
eafc'fidp ot the town, at the French Rock, and there 
contented themfslves with cannonading and throv/ing 
in fome fiiells. 

I'he Nabob beginning then to be in want of men 
and money, applied' to the- King of Maiflcre, who 
fuppiied him indeed with both, but in I'mali parties, 
and fmaller fiims at a time, the common way of do- 
ing bufinefs in this country. Thus ‘ remained af- 
fairs at Trichinopoly, the enemy contenting thera- 
Kives with a -ufeleis cannonade, which' however they 
adorned with all the terms of tlie mofc regular fiege j 
'.and vye waiting fpr- 'dmy' promifed reinforcement, en- 
■ ci'unped' under the, wails of the fort, to keep our cbm- 
jTiunication- as.open'as poflifale. 

Tlie.Freadr b'ringiag almoft their wliole force into 
the field with.. :Chvi!ida' Saib, and leaving Arcot but 
poorly defended,; a iclieme ' was laid to reduce part of 
ll-iat country tO' the Nabob’s olnedience. Captain- 
Clive commanded the' party. This expedition was 
attended wit'ti gneommon fuccefe, which forne people 
were pleafe’d to term fortunate, and lucky ■, but, in 
ray opinion, frbm th'e khovVledge I have of the gen- 
tlernan, he deferved, arid might expeft from his con- 
duft every thing as it fell out.' A man of an undaunt- 
ed refoitition, of a cool temper, and a prefence of 
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young man’s early genius furprifed and engaged ray 
attention, as well before as at the fiege qf Davecpttah’, 
where he behaved with courage and judgment, much 
beyond what could be expetted from his years, and 
his fuccefs afterwards confirmed what i had - laid ' to 
many people concerning him. 

Captain Clive, in the month of Attguft, having 
joined a detachrrient of our army at Trichinopoly, was 
foon recalled for the intended expedition ; and being 
arrived at Madrafs, he marched with 300 Europeans, 
and about 500 fepoys. His officers w-ere chiefly 
Writers, or other (ervants of the company, never 
before employed in a military capacity f and, yet, with 
this force, he furprifed and took Arcot, the capital of 
the province, on the iiri't of September. The .'French 
truly fenfible of .thisdifgrace, and knowing the impor- 
tance of the place, concerted' meallires to retake it, 
and collefled all the men they could fpare under Rjya 
Saib, fon to Chunda Sribj who, \yith a large detach- 
, merit from his father’s army, rna.rched, and invefted 
Arcot the twenty third of September. During the 
fiege, .which lafted two months, they difmpunted two 
eighteen-pounders, upon .which Mr. Clive^ wrote the 
governor of Madrais word that hewvas mounting the 
hill eighteerf-pounder he had left, but that he .had flill 
three raonibs proviBons, and tha light hi mfelf able to 
defend a breach whenever the enemy, fhouid. make 
an alTauit. A party was detached from the array at 
I'richinopoly to fupport him, on notice of whole ap- 


they attacked the breach, and the fort in three diffe- 
rent places*, at every attack they were beat off with 
confiderable lofs, and captain Clive taking advantage 
of their confufipn fallied out, and foliowing the blow, 
took all their cannon, levelled theit trenches^' ’.and' re- 
turned to the fort. ' '■ ' d ^ 

The party by this time came up, -as alfp a detach- 
ment of Maratta’s commanded by Budgerqw ,a bro- 
ther of 'Morarow^ which enabled captain Clive to 
, ' . . " ; 'f', . ' , "take 
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take the field. He marched out of Arcot in fearch 
of the French and Chunda’s Saib’s fon, never giving 
them time ta’reft, hut purfuing his good fortune, he 
took the forts of Timery, Cauvery-pauk, Aranie and 
Coryeverarn, and' compleated it by a total defeat of 
the "enemy at Cauyery-pauk in the month of .March 
1752. Their army was entirely deftroyed and Raja 
Saib obliged to take ftielter in Pondichery, where M, 
Dupieix "refufed to fee him. By this viftory, a large 
part of the Arcot country was recovered for the 
Nabob. 

Before we enter on the affairs of Trichinopoly 
the cliief fcene of our military operations, it will be 
requifste that the reader fliculd be well informed of 
the fingular circumftacces of the Plain in which it_ is 
jfituated. By coniparing the following defcription with 
the accurate rpap annest, the irnportance. of the polls 
and other otyects' contended tor, will be readily coiv 
oeived and underftood- 

Trichinopoly is fituatedona plain which, once tvas 
crowded with rich villages and plantations of frees., 
but fince the war, hardly a trace: of either is left. 
The town is in form of an oblong fquare^ the longeft 
fides ' of which hre Raft and Weft. Qii the North 
runs the river Caiivery, lefs than half «a-niile from 
the fort. The town was formerly no more than a 
wall round the foot of a rock, in circumference a- 
bout twelve hundred yards.- As the inhabitants in- 
creafed, the town was augmeifted to half of the pre- 
fcnt oblong, with a croft wall, the traces of which ftill 
remain ; the third augmentation was made to the 
fouthward, and inclofes the town as it now ftands. 
It is at prefent near fovir miles in circumference, with 
a double enceinte of walls with round towers at 
equal diftances according to the Eaftern method of 
fortifying. The ditch is near thirty feet wide but 
not half fo deep ; and at different fealbns it is more 
or left fupplied with water, but never quite dry. 
The outward wail is built of a grayifh ftoufi, each 
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ftooe from four to five feet long and all laid end- 
ways. It is about eighteen feet high, and four or 
five thick, without parapet or rampe, nothing but a 
fingle ftrui'tnre of ftong, and is very properly called a 
wall : the other is more properly a rampart The 
diftance betwen them is about twenty-five feet, the 
height of the rampart thirty. The rampe is equal in 
__ thicknefs at bottom with the height 
1 j of the rarnpajt, 30 feet, decreafing 
I j in thicknefs 'like the profile in the 
j I margin. The terre-plein of the pa- 
j jg about ten feet, and the pa- 

I' ; rapet is for the moft part, {even or 

r ' ' eight feet high, covering the men 

i ^1 entirelvs with loop-holes to fire 

thorough. Some bafi-ions have been 
conftruded by us, as regular and good, as the ground 
would admit of, built on the foundations qF the round 
towers. They are moftly on the angles of the fquare 
and on tlie Wf. 0 : face, about the middle of the curtain 
called Dalton’s battery, even with the outward wall. 
I’he town is very well fupply’d froni the river, by 
water courfes which dired the water into large fquare 
ponds or tanks that have communication by aqueduds, 
A mod extraordinary rock (lands in the middle of 
the qld town, and is about 300 feet high ; on the 
top of it is a pagoda which was of fingular ufe 
to us the whole war ; its height contmand^ing even 
as far as Tanjore which is forty miles. Here was 
conftantly ftationed a man vdth a telefcope who gave 
us by fignals and writing an account of all the 
enemy’s motions. The buildings on this rock and 
thofe which are cut out on the fides of it are very fur- 
prifing works in a country where theybave fo few 
tools to facilitate their labour. 

The , foil on the Eaft and Weft fides for two 
miles round, and on the North fide as far as the dver 
is rich and good, but does not run deep., . dig- 
ging a foot or two .you find it rockey, and to the 
■ , fcRtii 
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fo\itb face, there is (o little mould that it will not admit 
of cultivation ; bin dvery other parj;, in time -of peace, 
produces rice in , great plenty. The plain runs in 
length from eaft to weft about 19 miles v from the 
boundaries of the Tanjore kingdom, to the head of 
the iiland wefterly. ■ Its breadth is unequal, from 7 
to 12 miles. On the north it is bounded by the river 
Cauvery, and on the fouth by Tondeman’s woods. 

The different rocks,, whofe fituation and diftanca 
are deferibed on tlie map, afford very good polls for 
an army, either as Mvanced ones, or to cover a flank. 
The plain, though feemingl'y level, is full of hollow 
ways, fufficient to conceal or cover troops ; and gives 
a perfon who is thoroughly acquainted with thegroundi 
great advantages. .Water is always to be had on she 
plain, by fuiksng wells, and in fome places it is^ col- 
lected in bafonsr either formed by nature or art. I'his 
element is ib great arid ufcfnl a bklling in this_coun- 
trv, that no pains are f|5ared in faving and keeping all 
that fails. However, the water on 'the plain is very 
unwholefome, ' as ftanding waters generally am ; be- 
fiues, it is fo imprfegnateci with faltpctte,_ with which 
the earth abounds^, that in fome places it is toobrack- 
ifti to be drank, and moft commonly occafions 



tlie kings of Tanjore. The ute of it is to direft the 
courfeOT the riv'er Cauvery^ through that kiaguom, 
b*’ the meaiis of water courfes and canals, .whioli dil- 
t/ibute it into proper channels all over the coimtry, 
and as-e the iburce of riches and fertility. 'Ih'e rker, 
bv its natural courfe, waters the north fide of the 
kingdom, and by a large channel which they have 
mads near the bank, the'Touthern fide receives alfo a 
fufficicnt quantity of that ufeful element, without 
which, in this part of the world there can be no ferti- 

^'''"The bank is about feven feet v/ide at top it rifes 
from the foundation with a Hope on each fide. This 
bank is as ftrong as wood, ftone, earth, , and ftraw 
can make it, and fufficient to fupport, and confine 
the currents on each fide. Its height from the coni- 
incn level of the water is near 20 feet, to which the 
river can never rife •, fo tlifet there is no danger ot an 
innundation. It is about a mile in length % afterwards 
the land naturally widening, there need no more pre- 
cautions to prevent the rivers from joining. A number 
of people are confcantiy employed, to fee that the 
water makes no encroachments, wnd if it does, to ap- 
ply a remedy immediately. The repairs each year 
are paid by a general tax on the country, which 
amounts to about 20000 pounds annually. . The 
bank forms on the ifland, what I have called, in my 
narrative, the Pafs*, and by its pofition and fituation 
it will appear how capable it is of defence, with a 
fraall number of mcn,‘ even againft an army. Above 
a mile diftant from it,, to the eaft, was a fort called 
Koiladdy, which being built for the prefervation of 
the bank, was deftroyed by the enemy, about, the 
time we laft marched to Tanjore. The enemV had 
often threatened to cut the bank if the king would 
not comply with their rneafures; at lafl they parried 
their threats into execution ,in the, year_'.i754,i, but 
luckily at a feafon when it was leaft detrirnental,^ for 
in three months, with our-affiftance, k was.-tepaired. 
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Hbwetrer the damage in that little fpaceof time, and 
the coft of repairing it, amounted to fifty thoufand 
pounds; from whence may be fi-en how' eafily the 
mafters of that bank may give law to the king Of 
Tanjore ; and how much it is ins intereft to be a 
friend to the Nabob of Trichincipoly, to whorh he ig 
obliged to pay ttibilte for the bank, three lack of 
rupees yearly. In this ifland, facing Trichinopoly, 
ftand the famous Pagodas of Seringam ; forne others; 
but not fo temarkabie, called Jembikifitna, are nt 
half a mile diftance to the eaft. Seringam is little' 
more than a mile diftant from Trichinopoly. The 
Pagodas are furronnded by fevOn fquare walls of 
ftone ; each wall hag a gateway In the middle of each 
fide of the fquare, pointing to one of the four cardi- 
nal points. The gateways are ornamented in the 
manner oj that country, 'witli crouded emblematical 
figures of their divinities, *Tlte principal gateway in 
the outward wall. Which faces Trichinopoly, is a 
curious piece of architeaure; though yet unfinifhed. 
It is formed by pillars 32 feet high in the ibaft, with 
capitals. Four of thefe pillars are of one ftone each, 
but the largeft ftones are thofe which are laid acrofs 
the top of the gateway; they meafure 33 feet long, 
and five and an half one way, and four feet ten inches 
the., other. The fpace between the outward and fe- 
cond wails meafures 310 teer, and fo proportionabiy 
between the reft No Europeans are admitted into 
the laft fquare, it being the SanCfum Sandtorurn, and 
few have gone farther than the third. 

Seringam was the peft occupied by .the enemy all 
the war ; once indeed, they fuffered by taking fhelter 
there, but that was owing to our having the Mafattas 
on our fide, and a fufficient number of troops to cut 
off their communication, and lor want of prov'ifions,* 
obliging' them to furrender. We never fince had the' 
fortune to be equal to them, much lefs fuperidr, and 
by that means it has proved a fure refuge to them on 
many occafions, and vye have never had -it in our 

power 
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feower to difpoffefs them, fince the Maifibreans toofe 
wffeffion, iu coniequence of their agreement with 
the Nabob. It is an excellent poft for an array that 
can keep their communication open. The grotind 
alout it is fo full of dfficulties, by hollow ways, and 
water courfes, that a befieging army mud run the 
hazard of lofing a great many men before the^ can 
carry their point. Jerdbikiflma has but a fingle 
enciente of wall, and nothing remarkable but its 
magnitude and vicinity to Seringam. 

Adjoining to Trichmopoly is the kingdom of Tan- 
jore, bounded on the north by the Coieroon, on the 
eaft by the fea, on the fouth by two countries which 
belong to two powerful Poiigars, the one hailed Mar- 
ravar, the other Tondeman, and on the weft by 
Trichinopoly. The boundaries eoramenee at 14 
miles diftance from the fort laft mentioned. Near 
the mouth of the Coieroon, we have a fort called Da- 
vecotah, which once belonged to the kingdom of 
Tanjore, but was taken by us while I commanded in 
the year 1749. The poffeffion of this has enabled us 
to fupport the Nabob and king of Tanjore, who is 
well pleafed with its being in our hands, and has 
therefore granted it to the company, with feme terri- 
tory annexed. 'The next fettlement on the coaft, 
given alfo by the king of Tanjore, belongs to the 
Danes, and is called Tranqnebar. Next to that, the 
French have one called Carrical ; and to the fouth- 
wardof it the Dutch have another, called Negapa- 
tam. Thirty miles from thence is a place called 
Adriapatam, which finifhes the territories of the king 
of Tanjore along the fea coaft. The diftance of the 
fir ft, ijavecotah, from the laft is about 90 miles, 
which is the broadeft part of his kingdom. It ;de- 
> creafcth by degrees in breadth, and near Trichinopoly 
is 30 or at moft 46 miles wide. Its ien^li from the 
weft to the lea is about 100 mil.es. The reveaues of 
this fmall kingdom, well managed,' may_ produce 
hear a million yearly. The king was a friend to us 
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aiid the Nabob the . whale war ; that is, he found it 
his interefi:,to be fc, becaiife he kne.w well tlie French 
and Maifibreans wanted nothing iefs than his country, 
and we found- it . much - our incerefl: to keep him 
our -friend, ' His country was the only comraunicad- 
Oil we bad .left with the coaft ; for fines ' the Malffo- 
reans.and Marattas had joined the French,’ they were 
iTiafters, oa the north, fide of tlie Coleroon. What 
confirmed him thfe more in our intereft, was the juft 
fear he had, that if the MaitToreans were once mafters 
of Trichinopoly, they would willingly extend their 
dominions to the fea, and his kingdom was too ealy 
and beneftcial a conqueft to remain long unattempt- 
ed : befides, he hated the French fince their fetting up 
Chunda Saib, and laying fiege to his capital. 

At Trichinopoly we were in daily expeftation of 
the king of Maiffore’s troops, who marched out of 
Seringapatani', the .'capital of the Maiflbre kingdom, 
to a place called, Carroor, about 50 miles from Tri- 
chinoEioly. The'kihg .of Mailfore, befldes his own 
proper forces, had alio engaged Morarow and his Ma-* 
rattas to come to our affiftance. Twelve hundred of 
thefe joined us in November, and another party, as I 
have already faid, were with captain Clive in the 
Arc, ot province.' The Nabob’s brother ' and a party 
of . Europeans , marched to haften the jundlion of the 
Maidbreans. Thus ended the year 1751, 

In January we were joined by ano'tlier party of 
Marattas, atid.^ooo Maiffore horie, befides 3000 irre- 
gular troops called * Cblleries, who live , on plunder, 
and are notorious thieves, particiiiarly for ftealiilg of 
horfes, in the praCtice of which they are both daring 
and expert. They creep along the woods with a 
fpear, 18 or. 20 feet long, trailing on the ground, 
which they manage on occahon with great dexterity. 

' ' They 

* Tfic' Cpileries ?ire IfiliaBitants of the woods* under the go^. 
vcnimefii: of the Pol;^'gars*. soother name; for theGentou govempf's,, 
Tint grcacefl ill pqvter are the Rajahs,, tine leaf! the FPlygar«« 
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They are troublefume in the field by giving frequent 
alarms, and in their woody country it is dangerous to 

attack them. , n j . 

TheMaiflbre general (commomy called the Dola- 
had not yet Joined us with the 
The enemy had lent at par- 
who took poll in a village, by which 
We fent another party to 


way / * Nanderauze, 
remainder of the array, 
ty on his road 
he was obliged to pals. 

diflodge them, commanded by captain. Cope. Our 
firft Attack was unfuccelsful, partly owing to captain 
Cope being mortally wounded m the beginning of the 
engagement, and our having been mifinforrned as to 
the enemy’s ftrength and number. However, the 
party being reinforced, we carried our point Kan- 
derauze and Morarow, with about aooo horle, 
joined us the 26th of the month, and our party re- 
turned the 28th with the reft of the army. 

' The king of Tanjore after many felicitations, lent 
aifo his troops, under the command of his general 
Monagee ■, and Tondeman came likew’ife in to our 
affillance. 

In tills fituation were affairs when I landed from 
England the 15th of March ; captain Clive was then 
juft ready with a party to march to Trichinopoly. 

On the 17 th I joined him, and cook the command. 
The party confifted of 400 Europeans, and 1 jo 3 
fepoys. 

The fituatioii of our affairs made it highly requifite 
to haften the march with all expedition j fatal fpirit oi 
divifion having unhappily crept in amongft our officers, 
fothat many opportunities and advantages were loft, 
which gave the country alliance but an indifferent 
opinion of our condudt. | 

On the 27th of the fame month, being arrived J 
within 18 miles of Trichinopoly, 1 was met by tbe pj 

E comma nd<|^ 

' # , ' .Ills*'/ 

^ Tlie Mug of MailTorc was a minor i tlie km^dom 
IQvmtd for, Mm by bis two uncles, tlie one, called 
coinroaadei iht Zfmjf the orher ralcd in the cabinet.* , 
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commanding officer of artillery, who brought me in- 
telligence, t hat the enemy had polled a flrong party 
at Koykddy, within cannot- (hot of the road 1 was to 
pafs the next day. 

in order to join the army as foon as pollible, 1 dil- 
patched mv guides to find out another road, judging 
it of confequcnce to avoid the enemy’s poll, efpecially 
as i bad a very large quantity of ammunition and ftores, 
part of which I laid up in I ricatapolly, a foit be- 
longing to the king of Tanjore, that it might not re- 
tard my march the next day. , • , • 

By fome miftake of ray guide, we were led witnin 
reach of the very pod I wanted to avoid. To 
drawoff' the fire o'f their battery from' my party, 1 
ordered fome guns from my rear divifion to anfwer 
theirs, and leaving a guard to fupport thern, the mam 
body were diretted to move on flowly, inclining to 
the left, which, with a fmall iofs, brought us out of 
reach of their guns : upon which we halted till the 
party and guns came up. We then continued our 
march without interruption, and jncamped that night 
within ten miles of Trichinopoly.^ 

The next morning we were joined on our march ; 
by the troops, and about aoo foldiers, commanded 
by the captains Clarke and Dalton, within four miles 
of Trichinopoly. Captain De Gingins fent his adju- 
tant to inform me, that the whole of the enemy was 
in motion towards me. Their right was at their in- 
caropmeiit of Chucklepolkiu, a village on the banks 
of the river Cauvery, and facing the pafs : Their left 
extended almoft to the French Rock, a ftrong poft in 
their poileifion. Their cavalry was on the left of 
* their- infantry, extending all the way to Eimiferam, 
i another very ftrong poft on an inacceffible rock, on 
u . which they had mounted fome large cannon. As I 
had no intention to engage, till my entire jundion 
,was made, and til! I .had lodged my ftores in the fort, 
/'I marched round Eimiferam, purpofing to come in by 
'i'liahe Sugar-loaf Rock. Our baggage on the left flank 

' • was 
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was fecured by the march of the army, which kept 
moving, ready to form, with their front to the 

enemy advanced and began to cannonade. 
"We immediate y halted behind a laige bank, which 
covered our pai'ty from their guns, but which was 
cafiiy got over, if they fhould advance and appear 

determined to attack. r , , , 

The artillery w'as ported on the top of the bank, 
which was high and commanded all round. Their 
cavalry came on near enough for grape-lhot to do ex- 
ecution. They ftood for fome time, till Allum Cawn, 
the officer who commanded them, was killed, and 
above 200 more i on which they retreated. The reft 
of the army chofe to follow their . example ; the 
French bringing tip their rear, moved back to, their 
camp, and left us to finifh our march to Trichino- 
poly. 

I waited the next day on the Nabob, the Maiffore 
generalj and the reft of the alliance, m order to fettle 
the plan of operations for the enfuing campaign *. 
There it was agreed to attack the enemy in their 
camp; and in cafe they chofe rather to retr^t to the 
ifland than ftand an engagement, to take fuch mea- 
fures as entirely to cut off their communication with 
the country i which we effected foon after, and obli- 
ged them to furrender for want of provifions. 

Ready and refolute as thefe country people appear 
in councils, they are ever dilatory and flow in execu- 
tion, liiperftitioufly tied down to f.ifts and feafts, 
lucky and unlucky days : nothing fpurs them on to 
aff till thofe ridiculous cuftoms are complied with. 



trifling delays-, and the enemy appriied of our de- 
fign, prudently , as we then thought, determined _ to 
retreat to the ifland for their greater fecurity, burning 
and deflfoying a large magazine of provifiohs, inten- 
ded tor the fiege of Trichinopoly. By this fudden 
and unexpected retreat', we had a morecompleat victo- 
ry, which made fome amends for what 1 before was 
concerned at, the not having it in my power, to at- 
tack them as we propofed. 

This retreat to the ifland was on the 3d of April. 
The army under Mr. Law confifted of 600 Euro-i 
peans, Topafles, and Coffrees, 1800 French fepoys, 
and about 15,000 black cavalry and infantry j Mr. 
Dnpleix’s account fiys 20,000 in all. 

We now endeavoured to cut off their fupplies, 
which they moftly received from the other fide of 
the Coleroon, their communication being open that way 
tiuiteto Pondichery. Promifing myfelf 'great fuccefs 
o;irdjn3t:M activity;: and:^Y^ 

tached him with 400 of my beft Europeans, 1200 
fepoys, and 4000 horfe, to take poft on the other 
fide. He crofled the twci rivers, about feven miles 
below Seringara, ,at a pafs near Dolaways Choultry.^ 

I alfo feat captain Dalton to take the poft of El- 
miferam where the enemy had cannon. The place 
iprrendred after a faint refiftance. Captain Clive, 
having acquainted me that he had taken poft at a 
village and a Pagoda, called Samiaveram, about ten 
miles from Seringam, and on the high road to Arcor. 
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three days after, while the neceffary difpofitions were 
making for the liege of Pitchunda. Having received 
intelligence that a party of the enemy, were at Outa- 
toor, 15 miles from Samiaveram, with a large convoy 
of {lores, captain Clive marched the. i jth of April to 
intercept them, leaving.. only a fraall party to fecure, 
his poii till his return. The French being advifed of 
his march, thought fo good an opportunity of re- 
taking a poll of that confequence ought not to be ne- 
glected. They therefore formed a detachment from 
their army, who had orders to march after dark, that 
their attack might be made at day-light, on the party 
which were left in the Pagoda. 

On captain Clive’s arrival at Outatoor, he found 
no enemy nor convoy, and fufpeding the report to 
have been a finelTe of the enemy, in order to draw 
him from Samiaveram, he reiblved, after lefielhing 
his people, to return immediately to his former pofl. 
He arrived near the Pagoda about eleven at night, 
his men, fatigued with fo long a march, went to reft, 
and captain Clive retired to his pallankeen *. 

The French, ignorant of captain Clive’s return, 
began their march in the night from their army, and 
arrived about four in the morning at t'emiaveram, 
where they found every thing as quiet as they could 
wifh : their guides led them direCUy to the Pagoda. 
On their approach, the i 6 th of April, the party left 
there, in the morning challenged, and were anlwered 
FriendiS, by fome deferters from us. This contented 
our people^ who imagining them fome of captain 
Clive's returning party, were not convinced of their 

miftake till the fepoys began to fire. ' . 

g 3 Captain 

• A pallankeen is a bed fopported by a wooden or ivory fran.e, 
of fix feet long, and near three feet, broad, teftetifed at each end 
withcrofs flicks to a bamboo arched in the middle, 11; feet long 
which forms an arch over the palankeen orjied, and is jcovcred with 

■ a canopy of dothiioed fttteiicd with rtbs'of.i lie co- 

coam'iice, ’ ' ' ' ’ , 
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Captain Clive awaked, arid alarmed at the firing, 
ran immediately towards it, by which means he join- 
ed the French fepoys, who were pulhing, into the 
Pagoda, and imagining them his own troops, who 
endeavoured to icreen themfelves from an attack, be- 
gan to reprimand them in the country language, 
angrily demanding, what they were firing at The 
fepoys in this confufion paid little regard to him, till 
one. of their officers fufpedling him to be an Englifh- 
man, drew his fword and cut at him, which he par-; 
ried, by advancing forwards and receiving the blow 
from near the hilt ; another officer of our fepoys acci- 
dentally coming to his affiftance, cut the fellow down, 
and difengaged captain Clive, who by this time per- 
ceiving his miflake, and by great good fortune getting 
out of their hands, went in fcarch of his detachment, 
which he found under arms ; but in the mean while 
his own party in the Pagoda was diflodged, and the 
French were in poffeffion of the poll. 

He therefore inftantiy formed his detachment, and 
marched to the Pagoda, and finding the enemy in 
pofleffion, he immediately ordered the gate to be 
frormed. The officer who attempted it was received 
by a platoon of the enemy, who killed him on the 
fpot, and many of his people. 

On this it was thought neceflary that our cannon 
fiiouid be fent for, and a fummons was made to the 
French commanding officer, fignifying, that as it was 
impoHible to efcape, it was moft prudent for him to 
lurrender. The French officer bravely endeWoured 
to difengage himfelf^ by failying out of the Pagoda ; 
Init being killed in the attempt, with feme of his 
fofemoft people,- the reft furrendered at difcretion. 
The French fepoys without the Pagoda feeing it fur- 
rendered, endeavoured to fteal off ; but the day be- 
ginning to dawn, they were perceived and purfiied 
by the. Maratta cavalry, who riding in amongft them, 
inhumanly cut them all to pieces, 


Monagee 


j 
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Monagee with the Tanjore troops undertook to re- 
take Koiladdy. He tucceeded April 21ft, and the 
Nabob gave the king of Tanjore a grant of it, as it 
guarded the bank, which conveyed the river Cauvery 

into his country. . . ,0. r 

As nothing now remained to obftruCt our dehgns 
on Pitchunda, I took poll on the iiland to coyer the 
cannon and ammunition neceffary for the attack of it. 
The warrifon con fitted of 72 Europeans, 49 * Topaf- 
fes, and fome fepoys ; and on the defences were 
mounted three pieces of cannon and two mortars. 

Receiving intelligence that the enemy had. a party 
at Outatoor, I fent captain Dalton with 150 Euro- 
peans, 400 fepoys, and 1000 horfc to diflodgeAhem ; 
he came up and had fome Ikirrailhes with them, but 
expeding to renew the fight the next day, the ad of 
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this pafs, any where but in front, and' there it does 
not admit of more than two men abreaft. I then en- 
camped at Chuckieypollam, facing the pafs of the 
Cauvery. • , . ■ 

The Maiflforeans and Marattas on our right exten- 
ded to Warriore Pagodas, and from thence a chain of 
cavalry to_ the extremity of the ifland, to prevent any 
fupplies flipping through, Monagee and the Tanjore 
troops on.our left, the main body at Dolaways Choul- 
try, to defend that pafs between them and us, all 
Tondeman’s and the other Polygar’s Colleries. Such 
was our fituation; The enemy who encamped till 
then on the ifland, ftruck their tents the 1 8th of 
May, and took fhelter under cover of the walls of 
Seringham, giving^ out that they would receive us 
there. To diftrets them the more, we paffed the 
Cauvery to the ifland, and encamped on the eaft fide 
of Jerabikilhna^ where fome days after we threw up 
an entrenchment , cjuite acfofs from river to river, in- 
tending to wait there till we could get up feme heavy 
cannon from Davecotah ; having but one 1 8 and one 
1 2 pounder, artillery not fufficient to make a breach. 
Monagee took poffeffion of ray poll at Chiickleypol- 
1am. We were in this fitiaation when inteiligence 
carhe that Mr. D* Auteui!, who was lately driven out 
of Outatoor by captain Dalton, was .then ai Tolconda, 
with a large quantity of flores. Captain Clive, on the 
firft notice, formed a party, and marched the 27th. 
He returned the twenty ninth with Mr. D’Auteuil and 
his whole party prifoners. They qonfifted of three 
officers and fifty men, 300 fepoys and as many 
horfe. ■ 
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Chunda Saib difpirited and reduced to the greateft 
extremity, and without money to pay his troops, wil- 
ling to try if he had-a friend inMonagee the Tanjore 
general, demanding leave to pafs through his camp 
to Tanjore, which was very readily granted -, and, as 
js too much the cuftom in like cafes, the moment he 
was in the power of his enemy he was made 'a prifcv 
ner. He might, no doubt, have efcaped, to Pondi- 
che'ry, but in thefe circumitances he dreaded Mr. 
Dupleix. 

Next day, June ift, the Nabob, the Maiuore and 
Maratta generals, Monagee and myfelf, being aflem- 
bled, it was debated how to difpofe, of him. I was 
filent on this occafion, and they were of different 
opinions. The Nabob and Monagee judged it very 
dangerous to let out of their hands a man who had 
already given them fo much trouble. The Maiflore 
general and Morarow were for having him in their 
pofleffion. Finding they could not agree, I propofed 
that we ftiould have the care of him, and keep him 
confined in one of our own fettlements this was by 
no means approved, and we prted without coming 
to any refolution ; but fome of Monagee’s people put 
an end to the difpute by cutting off his head, which 
was done the 3d of June 

Thus did Chunda Saib pay the juft price of his 
ambition and prefumption. In private life he is laid 
to be a man of great benevolence, humanity, and 
generofity ; vvith regard to his public charafter,; in 
this country, ambition being a venial fault, every 
man who fucceeds is a great man ; if he fails he is 
only reckoned unfortunate. 

Mr. D’Auteuil was brought prifoner to Trichinbpo- 
iy, and on giving his parole not to ftrve againfl: the 
■l^abob, was releafed. I'he enemy became much 

. ’ ‘ \ , ftraitenea 

* Mr. Dupleix, in Ws M.en’ok®* that Co!. 

wiice hirofelf ordered tlie death of Chtiada Saib, notwithitandiiig 
that had been ckar^j refuted h the couuiry* ^ 
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ftraitened for want, of provifions, that they could hold 
out no longer. Mr. Law therefore thought in earneft 
of furrendering, and to that end defired our mediation 
with the Nabob. We met in confequence, and ex- 
plained to him the Nabob’s terms, which were in 
general; ■ . 

That the Pagodas of Jembikilhna and Seringam 
fhould be delivered to the Nabob, with all the guns, 
ftores, and ammunition. That the Europeans, 
Topalfes, and Goffrees, Ihould be prifoners of war. 
That the officers ftiould give their parole not to ferve 
againfl: Mahomed Alice Cawn and his allies, and the 
deferters be pardoned. 

Thefe articles being figned by Mr. Law on the 3d 
of June, captain paltpn took pofleffion of Seringam, 
and the French raai'ched out, being about 600 Eu- 
ropeans and 300 fepoys. The reft d[ their allies ac- 
cepting of the Nabob’s cowle or protection, feparated 
and difperfed. In Seringam found thirty pieces 
of cannon, ten of which were 18 and 12 pounders, 
the reft field-pieces, two large mortars, a number of 
cohorns, and a great quantity of ammunition, and all 
kind of millitary ftores- 

Captain Campbell with a party efcorted the prifo- 
ners to fort St. David. The Pagodas being thus fecu- 
red, and every thing fo happily finiftied to the fouth- 
ward, I imagined we had only to put the Nabob in 
quiet pofleffion ot his , territories to the northv^ard, 
where many places ftill remained with the French, 
but Gingee was the Qhly fort of confequence which 
could give ns any trouble. 

On my re prefen ting the ill confequence of our de- 
lays, and preffing the Nabob to march with his allies, 
and reduce the reft of the province, I perceived in 
him much unwillingnefs and unaccountable back- 
wardneft ; but this myftery was at length explained. 
The Maifforeans refufed to march till the Nabob had 
delivered up Triehinopoly, which they demanded, as 
they faid, according to agreement ; infifting, that as 

they 
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they had performed their part of the treaty, it was 
but juft the Nabob fliould fulfil his alfo. 

The Nabob juftly objeded, that it was neither their 
agreement, nor reafonable, that the fortrefs of T ri- 
ch! nopolylhould be the price of its relief, but that 
when the king of Maiflbre had fettled him in quiet 
poffeflion of ail his other dominions, he Ihould then 
be ready and willing, according to his real intention 
and meaning, to give up that place. 

The Maiflbreans feeming fatisfied, promifed to 
march and remove this objedtion.- In confidence that 
they would follow, we marched with our Europeans 
to Outatoor the i6th of June, but not finding our 
allies or the Nabob follow us, we returned the ib'th 
of June, hearing that Morarow with bis Marattas 
intended to put a ftop to the Nabob’s march. 

I endeavoured to reconcile the chiefs-, but 1 found 
Morarow wanted no lets than Trichinopply for him- 
felh nn agreement therefore between the two con- 
tending parties never could procure jt him, wherefore 
he feparately advifed both not to give up their prcten- 
iions hoping a breach would give him an opportuni- 
ty to effed . what he faw was not to be obtained by 
any other method. ; 

The Nabob, by giving up Trichinopoly and its de- 
pendancies, without being in poffcllon of the reft of 
the Arcot countries, quitted for ever that part which 
alone, of ail his pretenfions he was adually in poffef- 
fion of. The king of Maifibre’s friendftiip and alli- 
ance was of great confequence, but it allb might be 
purchafed too dear j for however he might promife to 
alfift the Nabob in the recovery of his other countries, 
when he was once in pofleffion of the place, if he ihould 
refufc to fulfil this part of the engagement,, who could 
force him ? Other compenfations were propofed,. and 
the Nabob even offered to give hirn a promife under 
his hand, to deliver Trichinopoly in two months, if 

he would but march with and aflift him.' - 

' ■ , " . - Nanderauze 
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Nanderauze promifed he would follow, and join the 
Nabob with his troops, in order to march towards our 
fettlements. The Maiflbreans and Morarow remain- 
ed encamped under the walls of Trichinopoly, feem- 
irigly friends, and every day talked of following the 
Nabob. Monagee with the king of Tanjore’s troops 
returned home, and Tondeman followed them. The 
Tanjoreans could never be brought to confent to the 
giving Trichinopoly to the Maiflbreans. 

On the 28th we marched from Outatoor through 
Volcondah and Verdachilum, and arrived before 
Trivedy on the 7th of July. The enemy had left 
there a fmall party, which, on the Nabob’s fummons, 
flirrendered There I left the array, under the com- 
mand of captain De Gingins, being in fo bad a ftate 
of health that I could not keep the field. 

It will not be improper to (hew what the French 
were doing at Pondichery. To give Dupleix his 
due, he was not eafily call down;, his pride fupported 
him, and at the feme time his mind was full of re- 
fources; the injuflice of his caufe never difturbed 
him ; and, provided he could gain his ends, the 
means never gave him any concern. His council 
was chiefly corapofed of his own creatures, who ne- 
ver difputed what he propofed. , He was married to a 
woman endowed with as much fpirit, art and pride, 
as himfelf ; bom in the country, miftrefs of all the 
low cunning peculiar to the natives, and well fkilled in 
their language. 

The lurrender of Mr. Law happened at that fealbn 
of the year, when the fhips arrived from Europe, 
and brought a large reinforcement, to which Mr. Du- 
pleix added all the Tailors from the company’s fhipg; 
fending Lafcars on board to navigate them to China. 
Thus he colledted new troops ■, and not to want a 
pretender to the government of Arcot, on Chunda 
Saib’s death, he proclaimed Raja Saib his fon, Nabob 
of the province ; but afterwards, that he might feera 
to have an undoubted right of appointing whom he 

. pleafed, 
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voured to recover. Our forces were not very confi- 
derable we had loft a great many men •, there was a 
ftrong garrifon left in T'richi nopoly, add we had but 
few recruits that year. The French had many more, 
befides preffing the feamen into their fervice. How- 
ever, enough might have been fpared to go with the 
Nabob and gather his rents, and to recover the great- 
eft part of the country. Inftead of ' beginning by de- 
grees, which at that time was all onr ftrength would 
admit of, the governor of Madrafs refolved to attack 
Gingee, 

Gingee is fituated to the weft of Pondichery. It is 
furrounded with mountains, and the roads, or more 
properly paffes, leading to it, begin between thofe 
mountains,^ at about ten miles diftance. An army 
within thofe paffes may be eafily blocked up, unlefs 
they can afford to fecure themfelves, and keep their 
communication open with the country. It confifts of 
two towns, called the Great and little Gingee. The 
firft to the fouthward, the other to the northward. 
They are both furrounded by one wall, tiiree miles in 
circumference, which inclofes the two towns, and five 
mountains of ragged rock, on the fummits of which 
are built five ftrong forts. The tw.o towns are divided 
from eaft to weft by a wall lined with cannon, which 
one of thofe five rocks defends as a citadel. The 
place is inacceffible, except from the eaft and fouth- 
eaft. Four roads lead to it, by the one our army 
marched, the other faces towards Arcot, the. third 
to Wandewafti, and the fourth to Pondichery. The 
place was well fupplied with all manner of ftores, and 
garrifbned by 150 Europeans, and fepoys. and black 
people in grea; numbers. Such was the ftate of Gin- 
gee when we refolved to befiege it. Ill as I was, at 
that time, with the fever, I fet out from Fort St. Da- 
vid for Madrals, to lee the governor, and try if I 
could diffuade him from the attempt. 
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I repreCented the fituation and ftrength of the place, 
'ompared to the force we could fend, and even 
allowing that we could have marched our whole force, 
the number would hot be fufticient for the attack, 
and at the fame time to provide for our fecurity, by 
keeping the paffes open, and proteding our envoys 
of provifions, which mull come from Fort St. David, 
as nofupply could be expeaed from a country dif- 
affeaed by its neighbourhood to Pondichery. Be- 
fides we had alfo an enemy at our back, with a force 
fufficient, at leaft, to flop our convoys. I reprefent- 
ted to him that the Nabob’s affairs alfb required our 
fettling other places firft, where we were fure of fuc- 
cefs ; and we ought to confider what an impreffion 
the 'leaf!: check would make on themiftdsoi: thefe 
fluauating, and yet unfettled people. _ 

Thefe, with feveral other realons determined me 
todiffuade the governor from the attempt but he 
declared .to me, that he had ordered a party, and it 

™l^mor Kinneer was fent with a detachment, from 
thearmyatXrivedy, of 200 Europeans ; the Nabob 
alfo fent his troops, about 600 hoiiCi and 1500 be- 

^ ^hey marched the 23d of July, and arrived before 
the place the 26th. A fummons was fent, which 
the French anfwered very civilly, by faying, they 
kept it for the King of France, and were retolvedto 
defend it. Soon after, intelligence was brought that 
a party marched from Pondichery of 200 Europeans, 
arid lioo Sepoys. Two pieces of battering cannon, 
ammunition, were ordered out, under an efcort 
of 150 Europeans. The French pfted theralelves 
on the road our convoys were obliged to pafs, v^on 
which Major Kinneer judged it better m leave Gin- 
gee, agaitift which be had no profped of' foccefs^ and 
meet the French ; finding it of moft coniequence to 
keep his communicationppeh. _ 



8o , NARRATIVE or THE WAR 

■* i ■ 5 '** 

The French had made choice of a good poft, with 
a river and the village of Vickarivandy in their front 
and feven pieces of cannon well difpofed. Our men 
attacked, but were very warmly received, and galled 
by a brifk fire from behind walls. A blunderina; 
commander of our artillery, (a Frenchman who had 
deferted and was taken into our fervice) contrived to 
poft our cannon, fo, that they could not favour the at- 
tack ; which Major Kinneer endeavouring himfelf to 
rectify, was wounded in the leg, and many of the 
men and officers killed ; which obliged him in the end 
to retreat, but in very good order. Thus ended the 
expedition againft Gingee, Poor Major Kinneer was 
almoft recovei'ed of his wound, • biit fretting at his dif- 
appointment, was feized with a fever and flux, which 
carried him off feme time aftet. * 

The French, animated as ufual upon the leaft fuc- 
cefs, joined this party with all the force they could 
bring into the field. The marched clofe to the bounds 
of Fort St. David. I was ftiil at Madrafs, but hav- 
ing received an account of their motion, orders were 
fent to our troops in St. David’s, to march out and 
encamp. Captain Seb^ub’s company of Swifs was 
alio fent by fea from Madrafs. The party went in 
boats, though I defired they might be fent ina fhip 
which was in the road, as well for the fafety and eale 
of the' troops, as . a fecurity againft any attempts of 
Mr. Dupleix, who, I very well knew, was capa- 
ble of doing any thing to anfwer his prefent purpo- 

Mr. Dupleix, on notice of the embarkation, fent 
a Ihip our of Pondichery road, and took captain 
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y on news of this, ill as I ftill continued, I em- 
ced with captain Gaupp’sSwifs company, 'on board 
Bombay Caftle, the (hip I had alked for the other 


I arrived at St. David’s the 1 6th of Augufl, and tho 
17th took the field with 400 European'^ 170a Se^oys^^ 
and 4000 of the Nabob’s troops, and nine pieces of 
cannon. 1 found the enemy encamped within fight of 
us, and after reconnoitring their fituatiw, I refol- 
ved to attack them the next morning; which 
they either got information of, or fufpectcd, for 
they prarched off that night to Bahoor. 1 f '!low- 
ed them the next day, for they ftill retreated, till they 
eaine very near their own bounds, with the village 
of Villanour in their front, three miles fi-om Pondn 
chery. 

Mr. de Kerjean, a nephew of Mr. Dupleix, corri- 
inanded this army. By his uncle’s order, he proteft-i 
ed in a long letter, againft our entering their bounds, 
forbidding us to follow the Prince of the country even 
in his own territories. The abfurdity of thefe pro- 
tefts, to which we had too long paid fome regard, was 
greatly increafed fince Mr. Dupleix had thrown off the 
malk, by caking captain Schaub and his party pri lo- 
ners. 

I was encamped , at a. Pagoda called TriGhanky, 
from whence I had a view of their camp^ confiftihg 
of 400 Europeans 1 500 Sepoys, and 500 cavalry. 
In hopes of bringing them to an engagement, 1 at- 
tacked their advanced poft at Villenour ; but as they 
would not fupport it, 1 could do no more than drive 
out that party, my orders not permitting me to follow 
them into their bounds. 

Finding it impoliible to bring on an engagement, I 
marched back and incamped at Bahoor, two miles 
from Fort St. David, to fee if my retreat would en- 
eourage De Keijean to follow us. As no people are 
naturally more elated with trifles, (I mean when they 
, , F ' ■ have 


r 
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have not at their head a man of foliditVi experience 
and judgment) I. had hopes this fcheme might take. 
The event more than anfwered my expectation. Mr. 
Dupleix ordered De Kegean to follow 11s, conjuring 
him to improve the minute, and make.the proper ufe 
of our fears. De Keijean, fufpedting it might be other- 
wife, reprefented his thoughts of our retreat, which 
only procured him a more peremptory order, to march 
after us immediately v for Mr. Dupleix told him, he 
was convinced we would not fight ; that he expedted 
the * Prince every hour with Mr. De la rouche, who 
fliould inftantly fuperfede him. He was therefore 
obliged to obey, and accordingly encamped next day, 
within two rqilcs of us, and i made a difpofition lor 
attacking him the morning after. 

On the 26th of Auguft, at two in the morning, 
our little army was under arms ; our Sepoys in front 
in one line, our battalion formed a fecond, with the 
artillery divided on our flanks. A high bank on our 
left flank, extended to the French camp, and behind 
it were pofted the cavalry, with orders to march as 
we did ; and if they faw the enemy in any confttfion 
on our attack, they were immediately to make the 
proper advantage of their diforder. The ground per- 
mitting us, we marched in that order, and came up 
in time to begin our attack, a little before dawn of 
day. Our Sepoys were challenged by the enemies ad- 
vanced poll, and not anfvveriog, received^ their fire 
and returned if, flill marching on. The Europeans 


^ Tlie Fnnce was a very large French fli-ips, with 700 

men, and prefenss from the French king for the Mogul, Salabat* 
zing and Ciiunda Saib : Ihe was burnt in her palFage to India, and 
fcarce a man faved* 



wcter, whicli obliged us to inclme, to make our front 
equal to th'-irs. We then advanced, while they con- 
tinued all the time a verybrifk fire from theircannon* 
The fmsi Unarms foon began ; our men advanced firino- ; 
and the French flood their ground, till our bayonets 
met. The violence of the attack was made by our 
grenadiers and two platoons, who threw the enemy 
hU-odiforder, and foon after their whole line was broke. 
They then threw down their arms, and ran for it* 
lively nionicnt our cavalry was e?^pc6ted to cliaro^e ^ 
hut they, infrend of pursuing, employed themfelves 
in plundering the camp, v/hieh gave time to mnny 
of the French to retreat to Areacopong. The adi- 
on, liovvever, ended greatly in our favour. Mr. Ker- 
jcin, fifteen officers, and loo private men were made 
piifoners, and many mere were wounded, or fell in 
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On the news of our viftor^/, 3000 Marattas joined 
its, cornmanded by Innis Cawn, the next in rank to 
Morarow, who, according to cufloin, fwore fidelity to 
the Nabob, and we marched to Trivedy the 17 th of 

September. _ c , e r 

To improve the remaining part ot the lealon, the 

monfoon * coming on, captain Clive was fentwith 
afmall detachment to take Covelong, fort fixteen 
miles to the fouthward of Madrafs, and Chengalaput, 
about forty. The lafl mentioned fort was exceeding 
ftrong, being almoft encompaffed by a morafs, and 
furrounded with two walls, the ramparts of which 
are fixteen feet thick, a wet ditch faced with ftone 
fixty feet wide, quite round the outward fort, and 
another half round the inner. Chdngalaput capitula- 
ted the i ft of Oaober. Itftiould be remarked, that 
the officer who commanded was then prlfoner on pa- 
rolcj. 

tiaving performed this fervice, and the monfoon' 
now approaching, I propofed returning to winter 
quarters, at Fort St. David, to give our men, who 
who were fufficiently harraffed, the fmall refreftiment 
of two months reft, and good quarters, during the 
rains, which fall heavily in this country 5 but I had 
orders to canton the troops at Trivedy ; the Nabob 

did the fame. , , > 

Notwithftanding thefe feeming advantages to the 
northw’ard, our lituation in general was very dilcou- 
raffing. The Nabob’s money at this time began to 
fad, md what is a natural confequence, his troops left 
him. Befides, they had never been ufed to keep the 
field at this feafon of the year ; Morarow, on a pre- 
tended difpute with the Maifforeans for want of pay, 
marched off to Pondichery, and declared for the 
French •, Innis Cawn decamped alfb at the fame 
.Ime. 

* A feafon of heavy rains and ftornis which begin about this 

Jiionth, and generally continue to December. 
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Ali this was a fcheme concerted by Nanderauze, to 
fee if he could not gain Trichinopoly. He would 
not break openly with the Nabob, for then all his 
hopes were gone ; but if he could create us fuch a 
number of enemies, he concluded neither the Nabob 
nor the Englifh could poffibly fupport the war. He 
thought therefore, in fuch diftrefs, he might make 
his own terms for the affiftance we Ihould want, and 
which he alone could give us. This, in reality, was 
the intention of his pretended quarrel with Mora~ 
row. 

The MailTorean, to fave appearances, and adf 
with feme fhow of juftice, faid he would return to his 
own country, if the Natob would pay him his ex* 
pences in ready money. The fum he afked was as im^ 
poflible for the Nabob to raife, as for us to advance, 
’(vhich he very well knew. Countries were offered as 
fecurities ; but nothing lefe than ready money would 
fatisfy, or what he chofe rather, the being put in pof- 
feffion of Trichinopoly, which he had attempted to 
furprife in the following manner. 

A Neapolitan named Clement Poverio, who had 
been a long time in India, and knew the country Ian* 
guage very well, had taken fervice with the Natob, 
and commanded a company of Topafles. This man 
ferved as interpreter between captain Dalton and Nan- 
derauze, who thinking it not difficult to bribe fuch a 
perfon, offered him a confiderable fum of money, if 
he would be inftrurhental in lending him affiftance to 
get poffeffion of the town. The man defired fome 
time to confider of it, and on his return honeftly diC- 
covered the whole to captain Dalton, who, after re- 
turning him thanks for his fidelity, and promifing a 
reward, ordered him to carry on die fcheme with 
Nanderauze, and on his next vifit to affure him 
he was ready to obey his orders. The fellow return- 
ed with his ieffon, and afted his part naturally, fo as 
to avoid the appearance of double dealing; The 
F 3 fcheme 
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fcheme concerted between Nandeiauzo and Morarow 
was, that Pcverio, with part of his Topafs company, 
fnould feciire a gate for the entrance of tlie troops! 
The French pnfcners that we had taken at Saroiave- 
lani and Volconda, were to be armed, and fet at li- 
berty, by the remainder of his company, who were 
to attack the guard over them. Six refolute fellows 
irndevtook to difpatch captain Daito.n on his firft ap- 
Trearar.cCj after the alarm given. Every thing, in 
ii'jort, was ietded, and the night appointed for the 
toacuticn. Captain Dalton appriled of tisis, to ferean 
Poverio from fufpicicn, made the neceflliry difpofitions 
for his defence, with the greateft fecrecy, till the 
evening came, on which the plot was to take place. 
He then informed the Nabob’s brocher-in-Iaw, the go- 
vernor of Trichinopoly, of their defigns, and The 
pkn he had laid to defeat them., TerriEed at the 
thoughts of an attempt, and confulting nothing but 
his fears, to prevent all rifque, the governor lent a 
meffenger to Nanderauze, informing him of the dif 
cover y of the whole plot, and our having taken pro- 
per -meafures to prevent' its execution ; adding to it all 
the drcumllanees that Dalton had told him, that the 
Maifi'oreao might not doubt in the leaft, t'ne truth of 
the dilcovery. • Y/hen he had done this, he acquaint- 
ed captain Dalton wiih it, not a little pleafcd v/ith 
biraicif, and thinking he had aclecl with uiicommon 
tliieretjon in the affair to prevent the Maifforearfs de- 
jjgns by fitch a prudent ilep. Nanderauze wifely de- 
ftlted fntm tile, attempt, but offered large fums for Fo- 
verio, dead or alive. It was on the difeovery of this, 
vhai; l^propOicd Dalton fhould ftize on the iVlaifforean 
KTtd Morarow, which he might eafily have done, by 
a surpruc, as he often had conferences with them ; 
pid .piTiuit own, r thought in juftice it would have 
tjcen tight to Jiave done it : but the Prcildency were 
of another opinion. Before we clofe the 'year 17521 it 
will be necefikry to fay what was doing by Salabatzing 
and Mr. Buffy to the northward. 
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At the end of the year 1751, we left the French 
v/ith the Viceroy of their own appointing, Salabat- 
zing marching to Aurengabad ; they were foon after 
diilurbed by Baiiazerow the chief of the Marattas, 
who came down with a large army againft them. 

The vvar continued till October 1752, when Gaw- 
zedy Cawn, the elder brother of Salabatzing, whom 
the k'ogul had appointed Prince of the Deckan, 
rnerchcd to take polIeiTion of his government ; but 
he died in fourteen days after his arrival at Auranga- 
bad, poifoned by his ov/n fifter. After his death, Sa- 
labatzing concluded a treaty at Hydrabad with Baiia- 
zerow j but the Mogul, on the death of Gawzedy 
Cawn, appointed his ion Shaw Abadin Cawn to fuc- 
ceed. He accordingly informed the Nabob, Mr. 
.Saunders, and iMr. Dupleix of the Mogul’s appoint- 
ment, and raifed a large army to come and take pot 
feffion ; but he was foon obliged to drop that defign, 
the Mogul’s affairs requiring his prefence with the.ar- 
my at Deliy. Salabatzing now left at large, at the 
carneft foiicitation of Mr. Dupleix, gave all our fettle- 
ments to the northward to the French, who, how- 
ever, for the prefent, did not attempt to take poflefii- 
on, except of Divi Uland. Mr. Buffy frequently 
quarrelled with Salabatzing, and as often again affiftea 
him with his Europeans in* collefling his revenues j 
by which condud he fometiraes promoted the intereft 
of the company, always his own, and is thereby be- 
come one of thericheft fubjeds in Europe. 

Before the beginning of the new year the Maiflb- 
reans had declared againft us, and being in pofleflion 
of Seringam Pagodas, captain Dalton beat up their 
camp in the night, and killed fonie people. 

Two days after this, the Maifforeans recovering 
theralelves, attacked his advanced poft, on the other 
fide the Cauvery, within cannon-fliot of the fort. Ij: 
was defended by a redoubt, in which he had pofted 
ilxty Europeans, and ibme' Sepoys. The enemy came 

F 4 on 
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on with extraordinary re(<)lution, through the fire of 
our miirqur-try to the very parapet. A panick feized 
our people, andinftead of trulringto the redoubt, and 
waiting f<>r a reinforcement from the town., they aban- 
doned she poll, and attempted to crofs the river. The 
cavalry feeing their con tuiion, followed shem into the 
Cauvery, and there cut every man to. pieces. This 
obliged captain Dalton to keep within his garrifon, 
Winch was fliil very fufficient ; and as we apprehend- 
ed no fcafcity of provificns, we were not concerned 
on his account, being detet mined our efforts fhould 
ffili be exerted in this part of the province. 

In ctniiequence of our refolution, and hearing the 
French were marched with Morarow from * VVal- 
dpre, towards Trivedy 5 we fet out from Fort St. Da- 
vid the 6th of January, with 350 Europeans, 700 Se- 
poys, and joined the Nabob and our other forces at 
Trivedy. Gur army confifted of about 700 Euro- 
peans, 200Q Sepoys, roco of the Nabob’s cavalry, 
and our own little troop of twenty. ■ The Nabob 
had neither money nor allies, except the King of 
Tarjore, who promifcd very fairly, but never lent 
any aihffance. The French, conlifting of 500 Eu* 
Topeans, 2000 ftpoy^', a troop of horfe commanded 
by Mr. Maiflin, and 40QO Marattas, intrenched 
themlelyes on the banks of the river Paniar in fight 
of Trivedy. Moramw, with his Maratta horfe, ra- 
vaged and deftroyed the country, attacking otir con- 
voys, and obliging us to march our whole force, to 
bring our provifions and ftores from Fort St. Da- 
yid. 

Qa :the ninth of January in the rqorning, the Ma? 
ratta-, who had a train of artillery, and two compa- 
jues of Topaffes, brought down, three pieces of can- 
non, and begun to cannonade the village of Tiivedy. 
J ordered the grenadiers and fome fepoys to attack 

their 
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their battery, and followed with our w. body to 
fupport them. The party buOied on brilk., and got 
polteflion of their artillery before they had tin. t to fire 
a fecond round. As the cavalry ftili kept their dif- 
tance but within cannon fhot, we followed thei. i with 
fdme field- pieces about tv/o miles, and were '>repa- 
ring to return when they furrounded and attat 1 tis 
on every iide. Our cannon did great execution ith 
grape^fhot, and our men kept their fire admi - 'y 
well. Finding they could not fucceed, they left us 1.1-p^ 
purfue our march to camp, with the three pieces of' 
cannon our grenadiers had taken in the morning. 

The King of Tanjore having promifed us a body 
of cavalry, I lent a party of infantry, v/ith two pieces 
of cannon to favour their jundion. They came on 
ferae part of the way, but thinking us in a bad con- 
dition, and fearing the Marattas, they amufed us only 
with promifes, and obliged our party to return to the 
armv without them. 

The enemy were fo fuperior to us in cavalry, that 
we were obliged often to march our whole body to 
efcort ftores and provifions from St. David’s to our 
camp always haraffed more or lefs by the Marattas. 
On the I ft of April in particular, returning from St. 
David’s, they attacked us in fraall parties the whole 
day, till within three miles ot Trivedy, and there a 
large body attacked our front with great brilknefs, but 
they were repulfed with the fame fpirit. We then 
perceived the whole body of the enemy on the right 
of the road, within a mile of Trivedy. Our convoy 
very luckily marched on the left flank, near the bed 
of a river. The enemy advancing, we came pre- 
fently near enough for cannon, and kept advancing, 
and firing, with a feemjng refolution on both fides to 
come to an adion. They had a hollow way in their 
front, which they imagined we could not pafs ; but 
as feon .as we came to a proper diftance to make a 
pufh, I ordered my fepoys and artillery to halt, and 
' ■ keep 
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keep the*- dvalry clear of my convoy. Then march- 
ing on 1 ifkly with the main body of Europeans, we 
crofled^ ae hollow way, lb much to the furprize of 
■the Fr ench, that they gave us only one fire, and ran 
awayt We were too well fatisfied with oar vidory to 
purfiF as we had the convoy to take care of ; our 
men , belides, were almoft exliaufted with fatigue, 
having been under arms from •] o'clock in the morn- 
ifug. and the day fo excefliveiy hot, that Ibme of our 
Europeans drop: down dead on the march, with the 
■ heat and w;ant of water. The Nlaraftas hovered 
- about us till the clofe of day. We killed a great 
many of them, and in particular Budgerow, Mora- 
row’s brother. 

The tame day,, on our march, we were joined by 
captain Polier, and his company of Swifs. With this 
reinforcement 1 determined to try if it w'as poflible or 
u-arrantabie to attack the enemy, w'ho could not be 
brought out of their entrenchments to an engage- 
ment. In confequence of this refolution, I made a 
march nearer them. 

In the front of their camp was a village where lay 
an advanced party. Our grenadiers and too of the 
battalion were ordered to attack it ; they fucceeded, 
and drove the enemy out, who returned to their 
main bcdy. A little beyond this village, within 700 
yards of tb.eir camp, was a convenient and fafe poft 
lo make a battery. We had brought with us two 24 
poV.nders, which we mounted, and began to canno- 
nade their camp, which was furrounded with a para- 
pet cannon proob and with redoubts at proper dil- 
tanccs, mounted with 30 pieces of cannon, and a very 
broad and deep ditch, with a good glacis. We con- 
tinued cannonading for fome time ; but to fo little 
purpofe, that we thought proper to defift ; befides, 
our march from Trivedy increafed our difficulties 
with regard to‘ prdvifions. The Marattas were inde- 
fat ig-able, who being joined by a Imall party from 

Pondichery 
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Poiidiclicry, iurpvized a fort called Bonnagery, from 
■vi'!K.’rjce we drew our fuppiies of grain. Finding I 
could not bring them to an engagement, and that an 
ailaiik was impraaicable, from their numbers, which 
in Europeans were almoft equal to our little armyj 
we returned to Trivedy, and captain Killpatricfc 
inarched with a detachment to retake Bonnagery, 
which the enemy abandoned in the night. 

Capt-aia Dalton, ewer fince the lofs of his party, 
had been fiiiit up in the Fort. The main body of the 
enemy was at Seringam, and their cavalry continu- 
ally fcouring the plain, prevented any provifions 
from coming in. The inhabitants and'garrifon were 
Fipplied from the magazines which were under the 
care of the Nabob’s brother, who had always declared 
there was fufficient for a long time. Though there 
was no appearance of fcarcity, captain Dalton thought 
it neceffary to know t’ne real quantity in ftore ; and 
making an examination, to his great furprize, it ap- 
peared there was only fufiicient for tirree weeks, and 
no hope of a fupply from the country, a party lately 
lent into Tondeman’s diftrifts not being able to get 
any, or even to return. He immediately difpatched 
a mefienger with an account of his fuuation, who 
reached rne late at night, the aoth of April at Tri- 
vedy. Afeoniflied at this intelligence, we ftw the ne- 
cei'utyof an immediate march to Trichinopoly, which 
we begun the azd. inftant in the morning, leaving 
captain Chate wdth 1:50 Europeans and 500 fepoys 
for the defence of Trivedy •, and as I intended paf- 
fing through the Tanjore country, letters were dit 
patched by the Nabob and me to the King, acquaint- 
ing him with our march, and inviting him to join us 
on our approach, to his capital. Though we pro- 
ceeded as expeditioufly as poffible, we were obliged 
to halt every third or fourth day, on account of the 
hot wunds, which were fo powerful at this feafon, 
that notwithftanding all our care, our little army was 

greatly 
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greatly diminilbed. We marched by Chiilambriim, 
a ftrong Pagoda, in which we had a ferjeant, and a 
few g'mners. A place of lb much confequence for 
. preierving our communication by land between St, 
David’s and the Tanjore country, fhould have been 
rein orced ; inftead of that, our men were with- 
drawn, and it fell into the enemy’s hands foon after 
our departure. On our entering the Tanjore coun- 
try, the King fent his prime minifter Succogee, to 
compliment the Nabob and bis allies. He received 
pur force, and promifed very fairly on the part of his 
mafter, to whom he foon returned We purfued our 
inarch to Condore the 3d of May. On our arrival, 
the King defired to meet the Nabob and me half-way. 
I fet out the 4th, in company with the Nabob and 
Mr. Palk, who had been with me from my leaving 
Madrafs. The King met us at the place appointed, 
attended by his whole court, who on the occafion 
made a very magnificent and fplendid appearance. 
He was efcorted by ^000 horfe, well mounted, and a 
great many elephants in filver trappings. After ce-, 
lemonioufly palling each’ other in our Palankeens, 
we were conduced to a pleafant garden, and there 
received by the King, under a pavilion, fiipported by 
pillars of filver, elegantly covered, and furnilhed. 
^here we renewed our aflurances of friendfhip and 
protection, and all our former engagements ; and it 
was determined that the King flhould llipport the Na- 
bob, and join him the next day with 3000 horfe, and 
a like number of fepoys. After a refrelhment of 
fruits, a fhowpr of rofe-water, and being anointed 
with otter of rofes, we were difmiffed with prefents 
of elephants, horfes and * firphas, and efcorted to 
our camp by a brilliant party of the Rajah’s cavalry. 

On tile 5th, the horfe and fepoys joined us, accord- 
ing to agreement ; but, as we foon after experienced, 

■ only 
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onlv to make a parade, for they left us the fame day. 
Wc remonftratcd, and very warmly preffed their . 
iundtion, but they excufed themfelves wich proraifes 
of returning. Unwilling therefore to lofe nine, and 
fufpedting that they wanted only to amufe the Na- 
bob and us, we marched, and arrived the 6 th of May 
at Trichinopoly, much decreafed in numbers through 
fatigue ; and notwithftanding we frequently fent the 
fiek back to our fettlements, the hofpitals were filled 
at our arrival. We had even left our tents behind, 
and took only with us what baggage was abfolutely 
neceffary, that nothing might retard our relieving 
Trichinopoly, which indeed was of fo great confe- 
quence, that every thing was to be rilqued for it. 
The enemy made a fhow of oppofition when we ap- 
proached the fort. The whole plain was covered 
with their cavalry and fepoys, but a few ftiot from 
our field-pieces foon determined them to repeat to 
Serino'am. As we lent l oo men to the holpital up- 
on our arrival at Trichinopoly, the remainder of 
my force, with what the garrilbn could fpare, when 
muftered, amounted to no more than 500 men in 
battalion, and 2000 fepoys. Nanderauze was on the 
ifland, and had with him 10,000 cavalry, 6000 BlaCiC 
infantry, and about 100 Europeans, with a good tr^n 
of artillery. After giving the men two days refreln- 
ment, I crofled the Cauvery to the ifland together 
with the Nabob, intending to attack the_ enemy; if we 
found a favourable opportunity ^ but their fuperiority, 
and the advantage of their fituation, made it imprac- 
ticable. It was as much as we could do, by a very 
briflc fire of our artillery, to keep our flanks clear 
from the cavalry that furrounded us, and at every 
motion we made were ready to Charge. Nor wipe 
the enemy’s cannon filent; fo that after a very fa- 
tiguing day, I was obliged at night to retreat, a^ re- 
pafs the river. In this attempt we had two ofera 
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killed, and three wounded, and but very few men in 
proportion ; the enemy’s cavalry differed greatly” 

Wie then encamped on the plain, aboutlbnr inilcs 
fbuth-weft of the fort, at a place called the Fakeers's 
Tope, to keep our communication open with Tonde- 
man's country. This Bdygar ftill remained a friend 
■ to^ the Nabob, He fornetimes fent his troops, and 
all our provifions came from his country, ^Befides 
what was neceffary for our daily confuraption, our 
de%n was_, if poffible, to _ lay up a year’s ftock of 
grain in 1 richinopoiy as without this fupply our mi- 
litary operations muft entirely be contined to this 
fpot ; but all our endeavours to this purpofe were iu- 
effedual. The King of Tarjjore, or' Tondeman, 
could eafily havefupplied us with the quantity v/anted^ 
if they had been willing ; but they were apprehenfive,. 
that if once Trichinopoiy was well iupplied, we might 
think an army needlefs there, and march towards the 
coaft, and by that means leave their country expofed 
to the infults of the enemy. In vain were ail our 
promifes, that the fafety of their countries fiiould be 
our firft care ; In vain did the Nabob and I repre- 
fent to them the advantage it would be for the com- 
mon caufe to have an army at liberty to move where 
we pleafed, which was not poffible, while the maga- 
zines remained unfurnifhed with grain. All thefe rea- 
fons were to very little purpofe they judged of the 
EngliOi by themfelves, apprehending tbatifonce we 
could carry a point, promifes made" to gain it would 
be no longer in force. By thele means wc were kept 
in Trichinopoiy above a year, never able to get three 
riionths provifions into the fort ; I mean for° he gar- 
rifon only without confidering the inhabitants, who 
were now obliged to leave their dwellings and fettle 
in Tanjore, and other places: by this means the 
town, lately fo populous, became almofi; uninhabited. 
About this time I was coramifxioned with Mr. PalK to 
treat with the King of „ Maiillxe, We accoi'din<ylv 

wrote 
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ote to him, and defired an interview, which his 
»nch allies would not permit him to give us. lie 
W recapitulated in a letter, fix feet long, the agree- 
4t between the Nabob and him, the many injuries 
'had received from us by being kept out of the 
t,"and infilled on Trichiuopoly or his expences. 
The day we left Trivedy the enemy came out of 
hr entrenchments, and encamped near the fort, 
part of the garrifon made a fally, and, flulhed with 
s;r firft fucc^s, they imprudently purfued too far ; 
s enemy getting between them and the town, cut 
f” their retreat and after fome refiftance, the whole 
rtv, which confifted of tv/o officers, 6o Europjeans, 
d^two companies of fepoys, was either put to the 
•ord, or made prifoners of war. 

The French now eredled a battery, and began to 
nnonade the place. The garrifon was ftill fuffici- 
,t to make a good defence, had not a mutiny arofe, 
which the men gotpolTeflion of the Arrack in the 
irrifon, and, mad with liquor, obliged the coramand- 
g officer to capitulate, by which means he and all 
le reft of the garrifon W'ere made prifoners of war. 
his callant young man, whole lenity, in not putting 
ftop°o the firft appearance of the mutiny,, had been 
tended with fuch bad confequences, was lb fenfibly 
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theniielvcs betwficn us and Tondfinian’s country 
That our communication might not be quite cut off 
, , I fent orders to fecure the Golden Rock^ which was 

i : ' accordingly done by two companies of fepoys The 

, , , j;; enemy refolving to gam that poft alfo^ fent a party 

*! ■; j, I early in the morningi, June 20th, to attack it, and 

-•j : bad almofl begun their attack before we perceived 

t;! - , ' their motion, it being fcarce day-light. As foon as 

■ ; ; ; , , ever we difcovered the fire, I came out of the town^ 

having difpatched a meffenger firil with orders to the 
, commanding officer to detach the picquet, and en- 
i ^ deavour to fupport the fepoys. The enemy mo- 

, . ■ ved at the fame time, but before either had got half- 
; ' ‘ way, the party which had attacked our fepoys in the 

I tnorning had cairied their point, and drove them 

;; i , , v; from their poft. It was expedient immediately to at- 
‘ iT tempt regaining it; we therefore moved our whole 

; body: the enemy did the fame. Being come near 
■ ; enough, as I imagined, to make my pufii, I ordered 

:i i the firft divifion of the grenadiers, and the picquet 

I , fent in the morning, (who had halted for my coming 

: up) to march on brifldy, and attack the party on the 

Rock, while I followed flowly with the remainder to 
i > them. The enemy had fent a reinforcement 

to thofe on the Rock, and with their remainder were 
drawn up on the right of it. As foon as our firff dh 
vifion was engaged, _ I advanced, and att^ked their 
battalion; the fidl divifion had gained thrif 
moft inftantly, fo that the enemy found therafelves 
between two fires *, in which fituation they did not 
Jong remain, but retreated, or rather ran away as faff 
as they_ could, leaving us mafters of the poft, and 
three pieces of cannon. 

While we were purfuing our fuccefs, the whole 
body of Marattas and Maiflbreans rode in between us 
and them, fo that our attention was afterwards fuf- 
ficientiy taken up in fecuring our return to camp, 
which we effeiled without difficulty, though they made 

tWO;’, 



cannon were well ferved, the cavalry thought proper 
to retire. Their iois on this occafion was not incon- 
fiderabie ; amongft the reft a nephew of Morarow 
called Baikpa, was killed. Fie commanded the Ma- 
as tiieir chief was yet in the Arcot province 
I had known this young man when he was on our fide,' 
a youth of great fpirit and courage, and an excellent 
iiorleman. _ His body being found in tlie field, was 
lent back in my pallankeen to his friends : a refpeft 
I thoughtjuftly due to fo gallant an officer ; and they 
were very thankful for the favour. He was fhot by 
one of our grenadiers, being advanced fo near us that 
he cut one of our men in the ranks, tho’ accompanied 
by only four horfemen. Had all the reft behaved 
with the_ like refolution, we fliould have found much 
more difficulty in our return to camp. Thus was 
this great objea of the war again faved by our fuccefs, 
but the numbers of the enemy were fo great, that a 
victory or two more would have left all my men on 
the. plains of Trichinopoly. 1 therefore thought in 
earneft of a reinforcement, efpecially as the neigh- 
bourhood of the enemy, with their large body of ca- 
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head of 3000 horfe, and 2000 fepoys, to join us, 
which was compleated in ten days. 

Some of our (hips at this time being arrived on the 
coafc from Engisnd with recruits, a detachment of 
1 70 men, and fome fepoys were ordered to march 
and reinforce us, under the command of lieutenant 
Repington, who joined us on the 3d of Auguft, and 
on the fifth we fet out for Trichinopoly in company 
whh the King’s horfe, commanded by Monagee. The 
enemy at this time alio received a reinforcement, and 
were in battalion, fuperior j however, as Trichinopoly 
was ill fupplied and diftreffed, we were obliged to 
march. On the 7th we arrived at Dolaways * Choul- 
try, about ten miles eaft of the town. A heavy rain 
falling kept us there the next day ; but the ninth, in 
the morning, we began our march, with a convoy of 
fomc thoufends of bullocks, laden with provifions. 
By the fignals rnade from the Obfervatory, on the 
■top of the rock of Trichinopoly, we were given to un- 
derfland that the enemy fee med determined toop- 
pofe US; and by the fame, fignals we were enabled 
to judge of their difpofition, which we fbon ditcover- 
ed more piairily as we advanced. • They had ex- 
tended therafelves from the French Rock to the Gol- 
den Rock ; at each of which Idme of tiieir infantry 
was polled. At the Sugar Leak ns between both, 
and readiefl to oppofe us, if we attempted to pafs, 
was their battalioHj with the artillery planted to ad- 
vantage. Air the cavalry was between thefe rocks, 
and in different parties, forming a chain, and waiting 
our motions. In confequence of this difpofnion of 
tfie enemy, I ordered our march. Our provifions and 
baggage on the left flank with the Nabob, Monagee, 

and 


* An open houfe for all travellers, the fame as a Turkifh Ca- 
ravanferai. . A Eramin relides always in, or near it, who keeps it 
dean, and provides v/ater. He is maintained by an endowment 
from the founder of the charity. On moft publick roads there 
is a Choultry every five or fix miles. 
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and the Tanjore troops. Half our fepoys in front, 
and after them, a party of Europeans, and an ad- 
vanced guard to the firft divifion of artillery. After 
them followed the battalion, and in their rearmy fe- 
cond divifion of guns, fupported by a piquet j the 
other half of our fepoys brought up the rear of the 
whole._ 

As my intention was to avoid an engagement, if 
poffible, having fo large a convoy under my care, I 
directed the march fo as to be out of the reach of their 
guns, intending to go round by the Golden Rock, 
'fhis put their w? hole body in motion ; they detached 
a party of their battalion to reinforce that'poft, where 
they had a great many fepoys, their main body alfo 
made a motion to fupport them, and attack us as we 
came round. Finding it impoffibie to avoid anafti- 
on, I refolved to prevent that party’s reinforcing the 
other on the rock ; and fince we -were obliged to en- 
gage, I refolved to difpoffefe the enemy, as the gaining 
of that poft would give me an advant^e.^ I therefore 
ordered the grenadiers, the picqueq'and our advan- 
ced fepoys to purti for it ; their party did the fame to 
fupport it, but not with the lame vigour-or fpirit, for 
we out-marched tliem, and drove off the party which 
were in poireilion. On this, their advanced party Hal- 
ted, and prefently after the whole body, which had 
moved but a little way from the Sugar-Loaf Rock to 
fiipfwrt them. When our whole force had reached 
the Golden Rock, I ordered our baggage in the rear 
of it, unwilling to expofe them to the cannonade, and 
our cavalry to flay by, and fecure it ^ being determin- 
ed to attack the enemy, and if polTible, to drive 
them out of the field, for without it we could not 
finifli our march. As I have find before, the fifft par- 
ty of the enemy had halted between the two rocks, 
but imprudeariy, nearer to us a good deal than to their 
own bodv.^ So favourable an opportunity was not to 
be loft. The picquet, grenadiers, and four platoons 
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were i rnmediately ordered to attsclc thenij and ac- 
cording to their fuccefs, I was ready to move with 
the remainder, either to fupport, if repulfed, or to 
join, and pu(h the advantage to their main body, by 
'dri^'ing on them their beaten party. Our artillery was 
pofted" clear of the flanks of the party, as they 
marched, to keep the cavalry at a diftance. The 
officer who was ordered for the attack, inftead of fol- 
lowing my orders-, fent me word, he could not execute 
them^without cannon, and that he was halted, wait- 
hw for it. The leafl: delay was fufficient for the ene- 
my t<.) fee their blunder, and in confequence to repair 
it, by moving up to their party, which would oblige 
me to do the fame j and by this means, the affair 
might become more equal, and indeed with more ad- 
vantage on their fide, as they were fuperior. On this 
meffage I left the main body, and galloped to the 
head of the party, and there ordered him back to the 
poll I had left, , defiring him to leave this with me. 
Cantain Kirk, at the head of the grenadiers, captain 
Killpatrick with the picquet, and myfelf at the head 
of four platoons, marched on, the line keeping in 
admirable order, infpxteof a very fmart fire from the 
enemy’s artillery, which coft us fome men, and in 
particular captain Kirk, who was killed at the head of 
his favourite grenadiers. The' brave fellows, by 
whom he was much beloved, could not fee his death 
without fome emotion. Captain Killpatrick, who 
law him fall, and his men at a ftand, immediately 
put himfelf at their bead, and defired them, if they 
loved their captain, to follow him, and revenge hts 
death. Thefe things on the fpot have generally a ve- 
ry great efieff, when delivered from a perlon, whofe 
fpirit and courage is known : the fellows, roufed in an 
inftant, fwore after , their manner, they would follow 
jjjn, to j and in that difpofition attacked the ene- 

my, who were unable to ftand the fliock. The main 
bod V feeing oitr fiiccefs, (according to the direftions 1 
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had left) marched to fupport us, and purfned the 
blow. The enemy at laft moved to the afliftance of 
their party ; but too late. The bri&nefs of the at- 
tack gave no time for rallying, but on the contrary, 
the pannick fpreading through the whole, the batalli- 
on did not even ftay to give or receive afire, but ran 
off in great confufion, round the Golden Rock, and 
away to the Five Rocks. To increafe their diftrefs, 
our "rear divifion of guns which we had left at that 
port, with moft of our fepoys, and cavalry, to ftcure 
our baggage and provifions, cannonaded them fevere- 
ly in their retreat ; and had the Tanjore horfe done 
their duty, few could have efcaped. The Tanjore 
chief alledged that he was afraid to leave the convoy, 
expofed to their large body of cavalry, which.remain- 
ed in good order, and conftantly near us ; but 
this was but a bad excufe, for orders had been 
fent him, on the enemy’s retreat, to purfue, and 
we were marching back to feciire the convoy. The 
enemy, who were encamped almoft in the order in 
which they drew up to oppofe my march, ftruck their 
tents at the beginning of the attack, and left us little 
elfe on the field of battle befides their killed and 
wounded, with three pieces of cannon. We had not 
more than 40 men killed and wounded the enemy 
above an hundred. 

I cannot help mentioning one particular circum- 
ftance in this affair, to fhew the extraordinary behavi- 
our of the French; the boys with my palankeen had 
ftraggled a little out of the line of inarch, and were 
picked up by the Marattas. It was the lame in which 
I had fent back the body of Morarow’s nephew ; I 
therefore defired the Maratta chief to return it, and I 
would pay the price to the horfemen who had taken 
it i but the French had got it out of their hands, and 
would not fuffer them to fend it back, but carried it to 
Pondichery, where, by Mr. Dupleix’s order, it was 
carried about the town in triumph. At the fame time 
G 3 it 
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it was reported that I was killed, and that we had 
left the victory, of which the palankeen was a tro- 


'he enemy retreated to Alletore, very near the 
head of the iiland. The two next days were emp{.>- 


■vificns into the fort ; when that 


v/a 


ea i-O pistnng provuicns 
done, v/e marched and encamped at tiie Five Rocks, 
which was in their rear; upon which they retreated 
to * Moutehilicnour, and info great a harry, liiattliey 
left behind them a nine pounder, and Ibrae annnujii- 
tion. Elmiferam furrendered the i i th to Monagee. 
The ftrength of the ground they occupied, made it 
i.np<4iible'’for us to attack them ; befides, they re- 
ceived in the meantime a reinforcement of Europeans 
from Pondichery •, and Morarow returned tO' them 
with all the reft of his cavalry. We then marched to 
cover our convoys from TanjorCi, which their ftiperi- 
or numbers of cavalry made it difficult to bring iii, 

. iSe'«'eral of our parties v/ere attacked ; in particular 
%■; yenc/m the-aSthjrby a large -body -of Marattas, and; ■ 
yih&;^i^ai^i0re;;i%brler^v -fo near the -picquet, , 

' ■ which was fent to the lupnort of the convoy, tliat the 
foldiers in the front rank wounded Ibrae of the horfe 
with tlieir bayonets,' and yet, by not parting with 
tl'ieirfire, brought in the esnvoy iafe. 

A number of our men failing fi'ek, by the badnefs 
of tlie water, v/e moved our camp to tiie French Rock 
■■■h the I ft of September. The enem'/ made amotion' 
alfoupon thir, and encamped with the Sugar-Loaf on 
their right, and the Golden Rock on tlicir left. We 
were joined in tins camp by anotlier reinforcement 
from the iettiement, commanded by captain Ridge, 
wi'.h fome men and officers from Europe, about 50 
Europeans, and 300 fepoys. This' gave us great fpi- 
rits, and determined us to attack the enemy. Our 
neceffities indeed obliged us to it. Wz had a fcarcity 
cf every thing in camp, not above three days provifi- 

* Sitiiaicd upoa the river, about feven or eight miles frcia 
Trichiaopoly. 
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,ns and no convoys could come without the rifque of 
n enoapement. I thought it more advifeable, there- 
br» V attacking them, to engage while I could be 
nrdier of my own difpofu'ion. Havingrefreftiedthe 
roons with two or three days reft, we moved nearer 

enemy •, and' in order that they might imagine the 
notion was made only to try if they would decamp 
)n my approach, Kent to Trichinopoly for aneigh- 
:cen pc.under, and with it cannonaded their catnp, as 
f WC meant no more than to make them_ uneafy. 

The following 'was the enemy s difpofition, and my 
order of attack for the next morning. As I have faid 
before, they were encamped with the Sugar-Loaf 
Rock on their right, having thrown up intrenchments^ 
in their front and rear, but none on the left, where 
were Dotted the Maifibreans and Marattas, extending 
almoft to the Golden Rock, on which they had a par- 
ty of 1500 fepoys, 100 Europeans, and two guns. 
Our battalion of 600 rank and file was ordered into 
three divifions • to march in the rear of each other, 
juft at a proper diftanceto form the line when necef- 
fary. Our fepoys followed in the rear, to the right 
and left of the divifions, and the Nabob and Mona- 
gee v/ith the ciiv’alry brought up tiie whole, our can- 
non being divided on our fxanks. 

September 2 ift at four in the morning, we march- 
ed direftly forward to the Golden Rock. Our front 
divifiO‘1, which w'as according to cuftom, coopofed 
of the menadiers, picquet, and two platoons were or- 
dered to attack it briikly. The enemy were fo much 
furprized, that even they forgot to fire their two pieces 
of can noil 5 which were ioaded with > and their 

infantry, fii great was their pannick, fired without any 
ordm, little to our prejudice. We got poffeffion of 
the rock in an inftant. No time was loft to mcreafe 
the confulion thefe runaways muft create. After dift 
monnfine' tlie two pieces of cannon, and our front di- 
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peited, the beaten party carried their confufion to the 
black troops in camp, who in crowds ran for fafety to- 
wards the French, and increafed their diforder. The 
enemy foon perceived by the runaways where they 
miglit expect our attack, and in confequence alio 
found out that their intrench men ts were of no ufe, ' 
wiiich obliged them to form oppofite to where we were 
marching. In this fituation we paiTed the Black camp 
eafily, and were with the French in iefs than half aii ; 

hour. The day then began to dawn ; Their cannon | 

fired very brilkly, as we approached ■, but, I fuppofe, * 

in the hurry, they forgot to point them, fo iittie da- ; 

mage did we receive. We found them drawn up ra- i 

ther on our right, and ftill inclining that way, ; 

with an intention, I iuppofed, to fall on the flanks of 
our divifions. As a large body of their fepoys were 
pofte'd on their left, I fent orders to ours on the right 
in my rear, to move up equal with the right of my i 

firft divifion to oppofe theirs, and fecure that flank, i. 

We formed our line as we marched, and attacked as 
we formed. Our right foon drove their left, and our 
center and rear divifions, the right and center of their 
line. Another body of their ftpoys, in pofieffion of 
the Sugar- Loaf Rock were routed by our divifion of 
iepoys, on the left of my laft divifion. In fhort the 
affair was foon decided every where : they attempted 
to rally, and make a ftand again, near a little breaft- 
work, but were quickly obliged to abandon it, leav- 
ing behind them their camp ftanding, all their artille- 
ry, (eleven pieces of cannon, with their commandant 
Mr. Afliruc) and nine officers prifbners, and about 100 
men killed and wounded on the field of battle, and al- 
rnoff as many prifoners. In this action we had 70 men 
and fix officers killed and wounded. I received a 
flight wound in my arm, and captain Killpatrick a 
fnoc through his body ; concluding it muft be mortal, 
he would not permit any of his people to ftay by 
him, but fent them on to join their company in the 
piirfuit of the enemy. Some ftraggling Maratta horfe 
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came up in the mean time, according to cuftom, 
cut him with their fabres as they pafled, which would 
have been repeated by others, but the furgeon by ac- 
cident feeing him in that danger, ftaid and proteaed 
him till the fuccefs of the day cleared the field of 
theWmy. The garrifon made a Tally, and picked 
up feveral prifoners, who were making their eScape 
over the river to the iiland, where they at laft colledled 
their fcattered army, leaving us mafters of the plain, 
and an open communication. The Nabob’s cavalry 
were few; but had our Tanjore hdrfe behaved as_ 
they ought, we muft have deftroyed many more of 
the French battalion. Nor had they now any excufe 
as formerly, the enemy’s horfe having kept their di- 
ftance on our firft attack in the morning; but the 
Tanjoreans were too bufy in plundering the camp to 
think of a purfuit. We had not fufficient force to 
follow the blow on the ifland, but were obliged to r# 
contented with our fuccefs, and endeavour to perfuade 
the King of Tanjore and Tondeman, to make ufe 
of this favourable opportunity to throw in provils- 

■ ons. ; ■ : - ^ , ■ 1 . 

The enemy had left a party at Weyaconda, wmch 
we were obliged to attack, and batter in breach. The 
breach was fcarce prafticable, when our fepoys per- 
ceiving the enemy ftealing off by another gate, clam- 
bered up as well as they could, and cut the gj^rriion 
to pieces ; it confifted of two hundred Black infantiy. 
Upon this we marched and encamped at the French 
Rock, and difpatched, an officer to the King of Tan- 
jore, to haften the important article ol provifions, 
who fucceeded in part, and we got flores for three 
months into the place. _ , . , • 

The monfoon feafon coming on, it was high tuns 
to think of cantoning our troops. The Nabob and I 
therefore fixed upon Koiladdy, about fifteen miles eaft 
of Trichinopoly, as it commands the pafe on the 
ifiacd. We fhould have remained nearer Trichino- 
*poly, or perhaps in the town itfcif, but that 
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have occaiiuned a very great confumption of provili- 
ons. Therefore after leaving a iirftcient garrifon in 
Trichinopaly and the fort of fiimiferani, vvc marched 
foi Koiladdy, and provided againft the ie.vere rains 
which generally fail about this ieafon of the year. In 
our cantonments we were very f ckiy ; we ioft fix of- 
licers in as many weeks, and a great many foldiers, 
'I'he Nabob continued with us, but Monagee and tl.e 
Tanjore troops returnrd home. B. ing pretty well ac- 
quainted with the nature of the people, notwitlifland- 
ing their promifes of coming back ; I wrote to the 
preiidency, to fend Mr. Palk, who had itefore io vveil 
managed I'or us, to keep that court firm in our inte- 
reft, I was the more fbliicitcus becaufe I knew the 
king’s prime minifter was our enemy, and conitantiy 
endeavouring to keep his mailer neuter or rather a 
fceraing friend to both, and if at any time we were un.- 
fuccefsful, Succojee was fure to be in the intereft of 
the enemy. Nanderauze fent an arabailador to the 
king of Tanjore making large promiles if he would 
leave us, and threatening on the contrary, if he did 
not, that the Marattas fliouid ravage and lay wafte his 
country, and punifii him with fire and fvvord, and that 
tlie .Nabob governor, meaning Dupleix, fiiould alio 
bring clown Salabatzing againft, us, Succojee the 
miiiilter had been brisught over to the French caufe by 
a large hrih-e, and by his intrigues removed LVlonagee 
from his mailer’s favour. 

The enemy remained feerningly very quiet on the 
iiland, and had received fome reinforcements from 
Fondichery, but none came to us from Madrafs, to 
put on an equality. Mr. Dnpkis generally obliged the 
inhabitants of Pcndichery to mount guard and do the 
duty of the garrifon, but we could not in like man- 
ner truft Fort St. George without regular tmops. On 
she aSth in the morning, our out-guards reported that 
ifl the night they had heard a great firing towards 
Trichinopoly. We remained in fiifoence till the even- 
i.ig, when the following account came ftom captain 

Killpatrick, 



lemy’s whole army under Mr. Mauim croiiea 
the 27ih at night. Their forces were diftri- 
reeable to die chiTerent falfe attacks they were 
The real one was to be made by the French 
1, on that battery, which is in the center of 
il face; and as i obferved before was called 
battery. They had 800 nicnj 600 wete to 
and Mr. Maiilin with 200 more and a body 
; to wait the event, prepared to fecond, and 
firft party, when they had got over the wall, 

I in the morning they paffied the ditch which 
oft dry. They placed their ladders, andmoun- 
le Number of 600 on the, battery, without in- 
an. or the leaft alarm in the garrifon. The 
:5pointed for the battery was of 50 fepoys, with 
.cers and two European gunners. - The rounds 
le at twelve c/ clocks ^iid found them preientj 
rt. However when the French came they were 
abftnt or with the two European gunners 
By this time, two or three {hot were 5 red, 
alarmed our piquet. The French,^ perfuaued 
ins alone would frighten the garrifon, turned 
oiir twelve pounders oil tiie battery, 
vn, and difcharged them with a volly of ftnali 
their drums beating, and the foldiers crying 

he k Roy. .„ r , • j 

cain Killpatrick was then ill of his wounds, 
ext officer in command came to him for his or- 
Ke bid him march inftantly with the picquet, 

■ and what fepoys were not pofted, to the place 
the attack was made, and to order every rmn 
> their refpeaive Alarm Pofts, and not to ftit 
hem on pain of death. The French after their 
-oe, came down from the battery; and were 
;'n the two walls. There was a flight gate m 
ner wall, which led into the town. Fhe man 
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who was their guide knew where it was, they had two 
petards ready to clap to it, and at the fame time to a- 
mufe us, another party was to efcakde the inner wall 
The fcheme was well laid, and had not the French 
petulance, made them too foon difcover themfelves, 
they perhaps might have had time to execute their 
defigns, and have entered the town. When our offi- 
cer came to the place attacked, it was not eafy for 
him to difcover the fit uation of the enemy; but how- 
ever in the hurry and confufion, he did not forget the 
gate,, on the hanks of which he polled a number 
of men, with plenty of ammunition, to fire from 
thence inceffantly, whether they heard or faw any 
thing of the enemy or not. And luckily he did, for 
the guide and petardier were found killed within ten . 
yards of the gate. The efcaladers had fo far fucceed- 
ed in their defign as to have fixed ladders againft the 
inner wall, and began to mount. The commanding 
officer of this party, preceeded by his drummer were the 
firll perfons who attempted to enter, in which the lat- 
ter loft his life, and the officer receiving a ftiot and cut 
at the fame titne, was pulled within the town. The 
frequent flalbes of fire, occafioned by the brillcnefs of 
the attack and defence, were the only guide our artil- 
lery officer had to direft the pointing of his guns ; 
with which he fo well fucceeded, having loaded them 
with grape, as to fliatter the ladders, kill a number 
of men and entirely difappoint their well concerted 
fcheme. They now only thought of making their 
efcape, or Icreening themfelves from our fire. This 
firft was impratfticable, their ladders being moftiy de- 
ftroyed, and they within the firft wall : yet fome at- 
tempted leaping off the battery, into the ditch, but 
the greater number lay hid under the parapet. The 
long wilhed for day at laft came and difcovered 
where the enemy were, who rpade ufe alfo of the light 
to beg for quarter, which was granted them. They 
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affair * ^ 6 A. Europeans taken prifoners, 65 
wounded. Eight officers alfo pnfoners 
f them wounded, befides forty private, and 
killed, and they acknowledged tnemfelves 
more were wounded, or lamed, who were 
• to the ifland. We found two petards, one 
>efore, with the petardier withm ten yards 

.. Ap, otheratalittlediftance froinit. 

the next day, but firft 
^in Killpatrick, as the 
much greater than his 
jf threatened the 
We arrived at 
,, the enemy keep- 

. many difficulties, 

. Tricatapoly ; eighteen 
no fmall merit of 
Biffi thetruth^^r^^ 
that the enenay w^re fe^ 
enter his. country , and 

i. Succogee had 

againft Monagee, that 
■ - to Ganderpw, 
but a creature of 
Wei tteSfed^t^ 

attachments to the common 
his mafler’smterejh 
for him,Suceogee repretented 
much in our intcrcit 
, poffible, with our 
, makehimfelf too 
powerful. 

the little Hiftoty which 
7, to cite the following 
. ™„... ofthislofsof fo large a 
'll* fallut done fe retirer et 


number of his_ prifonei 
European garrifon, anc 
tslace with another ge . , 

the French Rock without oppohtion, 
inff clofe to the ifland. 

\he king of Tanjore after a great many 
rent out fome of his troops to 
miles from Tnchmopoly, and made 
what he had dorie, for the Nabob, 
he had certain intelligence, 
ming a party of Marattas, to 
he therefore prepared to oppofe.them, 
fo effedfually irritated the king 
the command of the troops was pven 
an officer of no IkiH or judgment: 

M^alee might bTfent, well 
foldier, and his ftrong 
calile, which he always thought 

On our writing preffingly f . 

to the king that Monagee was too 
nottobefufpeaed, and that it was 
affiftance, he might endeavour to 

* It may ferve as a fpecimen of Mr. Dupleix _ 

t-,„g tl e&airs, both in hb Memo.re and t.. 
he canfed to be ptiblilhed in the TV; 

the Memoire, where (peak rag c. 


1 
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powerful. Being acquainted with this, I was obliged 
to defifc even from mentioning Monagee’s name, "’’or 
the confequence might have been fatal to iiim. Not 
to drive things therefore to extremities, J wrote to the 
king that he might lend whom he pleafed to com- 
mand his troops, 1 was iatisfied. 

Thus ended the year 1753, in wlhch had v/ebeen 
able to purfue our fortune, our advantages would have 
been real t but inllead of it our I'uccefies were only a 
refpite, and we foon had the lame to go over ag-.iin, 
having, however, the conlblatiou to think we liad 
done all we could againft lb great a fuperiority. A 
fuperiority indeed which I am often afhamed to men- 
tion, for fear my veracity fhould be called in quefti- 
on. 

Mr. Bully with his army was ftill attending and fop- 
porting Salabatzingto thenordiivard. Shaw Abadin 
Cawn the Ion of Gauzedy Cawn, who liad lieen ap- 
pointed by the Mogul prince of the Deckan, had too 
much employment on his hands, as chief Bucfheeof 
the ernpire, to think at that time of making good his 
pretenfions. 

The latter end of this year the Mogul Shaw Hamet 
was depofed, and focceeded by Geer. This 

change was occafioned by the following e%'ent. I'he 
Mogul Tent Shaw Abadin Cawn, the Bucfuee, at the 
head of 90000 horle, to fopprels an irruption of the 
Rafopoots, who are reckoned the beft ioidiers in Inclo- 
ftan. In this expedition he focceeded, but on his re- 
turn to Delly, an uncle of his taking die advantage of 
hisabfence, perfoaded the I^ogul that he had always 
been his enemy, and intended making ufeofhis army 
to dethrone him. The Mogul was the eafier perfoad- 
ed, as the Buclhee had obtained the pofc he enjoyed, 
more through power than favour, and had ever (poke 
freely of the Mogul’s diffolute way of life, which was 
generally fpent in debauchery. It was therefore agreed, 
that Shaw Abadin Cawn Ihould be put to death, but 
asthey nghtlyjudgeditcouldnotbe done openly, the 
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laid for the execution of ’their dc- 


went out or Dciiy, tlie neaci oi 
cooo horif° in order as he laid to do honour to Shaw 
iadin Cawn, and reward him for hts fervnces. At 
meetino' the blow was to have beenftruck. ihe 
hicfhee having intelligence of’ all that pafled, came 
eadiiv to meet the Mogul, but brought with him 
,,^000 Marattas ; who in cafe of any attempt were lO 
^ro^ed him. The Mogul’s party hearing that fuch 
m-ecaufions were taken, not knovdng what might be 
tiic confequence, and ahaid to olrend a man P®^" 
eTul'v fupported, dilbanded and returned to Ddly, 
k-viiU their iovereign almoft without -attendants: who 
therefore immediately followed his troops. Whether 
Shaw i\badin Cawn thought this a favouiable oppoi- 
tunitv to dethrone a man who was a fcandal to tne 
dignity of the throne or whether it was the refult oi 
p'cremeditateddefign, he followed the Mogul, enter- 
ed Dellv, and went immediately to the paiace, where 
after making his obeifance, and fitting down a httie 
while at the^ Durbar with the Mogul, he ordered his 
people to feize on and imprifon him •, he tnen aUem- 

bled the Omrahs*, placed /i] 

^ tn the late Mosul, a no dcpoicu 
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the violent rains had Co fwelled the rivers between us 
and the roads were fo bad that it was impoffibie for 
us to move. Monagee came out of Tanjore, with 
what troops he could raife, and Gauderow had orders 
to join him, and give up the command., Monagee 
came up with the Marattas on the 4th of January, 
drew them into an ambufcade, took from them 800 
horfe, and made a great many prifoners, and cut to 
pieces the remainder of the party. I flattered my- 
felf fuch a piece of fervice, might reinflate our friend 
Monagee, and reftore him to favour, and that after 
fbmuch fuccels, perhaps he would join me, but I was 
greatly miftaken. On his return to Tanjore, he was 
very gracioufly received, but told at the fame time, 
that the enemy being now fubdued, there was no fur- 
ther occafion for his fervice ; and confequently the 
troops were difbanded. Ail this was the effedl of Suc- 
cogee’s envy, which increafed in proportion with the 
other’s merit. He perfuaded the king, that keeping 
up troops was . too heavy an expence ■, that the Englifh 
would do the reft, that it was our bufinefs to fight 
and not his, who had juft gained a glorious vidtory, 
with which he might fit down in fafety and con- 
tent. ■ 

During this time the two governors, Mr. Saunders 
and Dupleix were endeavouring to negociate. After 
many altercations, and a tedious correfpondence, it 
was agreed on between them to fend commiflaries 
from each nation, and hold a congrefs at Sadrafs *, 
at which place matters might more eafily be adjufted. 
Accordingly commiflaries were appointed. Thole on 
our fide were Mr. Palk and Mr. Vanfutart ; on theirs 
the father L’Avaur, fuperior general of the Jefuits in 
India, and Meflieurs De Kerjean and De Bauflet, who 
aflerabled at Sadrafs in January. 

We 

* A Dutch fettieraent fiiuated between Madrafs and Pondiche- 
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W e propofed for the bafis of the treaty, the Nabob 
being acknowledged, and the king of Tanjore to re- 
main in peaceable poOeffion of his country. But their 
propolals in anfv/er toours were as, follows ; 

ift, The reflitution of the French priibners, 

adiy, That Madrafs, which tiled to pay to the 
Duan of Arcot, 4000 pagodas yearly, fliould be in- 
dependent, and all our arrears forgiven. 


3dly, That the company fliould be lawfully entitled 
to i^onamalley and all its dependencies. 

4thly, That the Nabob fliould have feme eftablifh- 
ment elfewhere, if the preliminaries were recei- 
ved, and that his differences with the Maifforeans, 
with regard to Trichinopoly, fliould be reconcil- 


5thly, That the Englifli fliould evacuate all’ the 
places taken from the French, to whom they belong- 
ed, whether by grant or conqueft, as well as all the 
places in the Carnatick, without oppofingthe difpoliti- 
on and arrangement of Salabatzing, who had an un- 
doubted right, and who had aflbeiated the Marquis 
Dupleix in the government of the Deckan. Such 
were Mr Dupleix’s propofals. 

It has been before faid, that Mr. Dupleix would 
willingly make the world believe he had received 
grants from the Mogul and Salabatzing appointing him 
governor from the river Kriftna to Cape Comorin, 
and as fiich he was proclainied in the ufuai form. In 
confequence of this pretended, authority, thefe articles 
were made. , But an unideky miflak.e proved it all to 
be a forgery. The French comrniflaries came equip- 
ped with what they called Des pieces,au£hentiqiies 

H / : ' ' ^ From 
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from the Mogul, and other officers under him, cou- 
ftituting and appointing Mr. Dupleix governor ge- 
neral from the river Kriftna to the fea, and the 
French comraiffaries agreed (left our gentiemen 
fliouid doubt it) they ffiould examine, and take co- 
pies of tliefe grants. 

A Perfian interpreter was fent for, from whom they 
learned that the feven firft faneds or grants v/ere only 
copies, though produced as originals : to which the 
French commilfaries anfwered, that Mr. Dupleix kept 
the originals at Pondichery, and if required, they 
ffiould be lent for but that thefe papers, attefted by 
a Caudy were of equal validity. I'hiscaiifed feme 
uifpute, but our gentlemen dropt it-, and on further 
examination it appeared to Mr. Vaiifittart (who un- 
derftood enough of the Perfian language) to be a faiie 
leal fixed to . the faned, called the Mogul’s, the firft 
having no date f. On that the French immediately 
objeded to our proceeding any further ; for unlefs we 
could produce . Nazirzing’s faiieds to the Nabob, they 
could not admit of theirs being copied. We told them, 
that Nazirzing fupporting him, was a fufficient faned 
in his favour. That it was their firft proixrfal, as well 
as Mr. Dupletx’s, aIl along to Mr. Saunders, to begin, 
with an examination of their own faneds, and we 
could not help being furprized at their declining it, 
after fome copies had been taken. That pieces of iu 
publick a nature, we apprehended, might be expofed 
to all the world. But we could not help remarking, 
that the firft of thofe faneds'vvas without date ; and 
the only original they produced, et le plus authentique, 
as itisteVnaed, was a raanifeft forgery for it had no 
+ chop of the Mogul or his Vizier ; it had no fign 

manual. 


* Candy a perfon who adminiftersjuftke, and by wironii copies 
of ail public papers are accetted. 

Mr. Dupleix k iilent on this ftibjeft in his Memnire. 

' J Afmaller feat on which is engraved the name of the Mognl,_ 
Every grant is generally authenticated, not only with this leal 
the Mogul, but alfo that of his Viziers. 
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' nianuai, and frutn other manifeft tokens, it was evi- 
dent that it had been borrowed from fome old faned, 
efueciahy as the number 3 is annexed to it, which was 
the third year the reign of the laft Mogul 

I have dwelt fo Img ori tliis affair, only to give an 
idea of what fhuffling conduct Mr. Dupleix was capa- 
ble, iu order tot;arry a point, and fhew a real caufe 
why the congrels came to nothing, The commiffaries 
were recalled on each fide, and the w'ar as likely .to 
continue as ever. 

We remained near Trichinopoly, and the enemy 
on the iiland, but they were well fituated, having a 
large body of cavalry, and the river fordable every 
where to incommode us very much. All the country 
round, after being the feat of war for fo. many years, 
was ruined; our provifions coming moftly fromTanr- 
jore, we vvere obliged to fend large parties to efcorc 
them, for the merchants with grain would not come 
within eighteen miles of us without a party to proteft 
them. W e were obliged alio to fend five or fix miles 
for firewood, i«liile the enemy’s cavalry were conti- 
nually in motion on every fide. At that time we had 
. troops enough on the coafi, which might havejoined 
us, with whole alTiftance we fliould have been able, at 
ieaft, to have protefted our convoys with lefs fatigue 
and rifque, as the event too fatally lliewed. 

In the month of February we font a party for pre- 
vifions and ftores, and for fear the enemy might at 
lift be tempted to attack them, I made it ftronger 
than any i before had fent. It conlifted of two cap- 
tainp, • fix ofiicers, and 1 80 men rank and file, four 
piecesof cannon, and 800 fepoys. The command- 
ing officer had orders, if he law ’or heard any of the 
enemy coming to attack him, to take poll imrned;- 
ateiy and defend himfelf, till we could come to hisaf- 
fjftance. * It will be.needlefs to. enter oa the particu- 

Hz ■ lars 

* They were attacked «in their inaicHfrom Kiliycottsh, and 
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larsof this affair, as one can hardly do it without 
blaming, at leaft pitying the commanding officer, who 

is llncc deadi sod who certainiy, fironi his mifcpnduft^ 

loft his party ; and what ftill added to the misfortune, 
our brave company of grenadiers, who had ever ^ha- 
ved well, and luccefsfully, were amonglt them. They 
were either taken, or cut to pieces, aid both tiieii or- 
ficers killed. In this unhappy affair, 134 men were 
prifoners, doo'of which were wounded. Of. the eight 
officers four were killed, and three wounded, one only 
efcaping ; our four pieces of cannon, and about 7000I. 
in monev, with' a large convoy of provifions tell into 
the bands of the enemy. The party was attacked by 
1 20 French infantry, two companies of deferters about 
the fame .number, the French troop of ^boiit 8 o» 
6 ooofe.poys, 'alHlie Maifibre cavalry, and the Marat- 
tils, who came in at the letter end of the fiay, in all 
about. I oopo, and ieven pieces of camion* 
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Soon after this misfortune we received intelligence, 
that one of the Nabob’s brothers, Mauphus Cawn, 
was in the Arcot province, and marching to our alh- 
ftance with 2000 horfe, which determined me to try 
every method to maintain my ground tome time lon- 
ger and to leave a party of 180 men, which was at 
Davecotah, to ftrengthen Mauphus Cawn,. who want- 
ed tome Europeans to efcort him^ to camp. Vt e 
therefore opened our communication with Tonde- 
iran’s country for provifions,. as no merchant could 
biVjerfuaded to venture the other way with gram from 
Taniore The enemy continued on the illand, not 
yetchufing to encamp on the*plain ; befides, they 
had toffered as well as we in the laft aftaii. _Theii 
•whole attention was taken up in fchemes to furprize 
our parties, but , we to often changed our roaas, and 
the time for bringing in our provihons, that they ne- 
ver fucceeded. We were greatly afiifted in this by a 
Moorman, who for his deferved merit was made 

commander of our tepoys. ^ 

Mahomed Ifouf Cawn, commonly called the Nm- 
loure Subadar, from the place whence /he came, had 
firft a company of iepoysin our lervice, wruca were 
raifed by himfelf. He is an excellent partizan, knows 
the country well, is brave, and refoiute, but coo! and 
wary in adion. He was never Iparing of 
out upon all parwes, and by his good intclligsnce 
brought in provifions to keep us tolerably well lupi ued. 
He is born a foldier, and better of his colour i never 


in obftacles to prevent Mr. ralk s iee- 
1 and when, after Tome days, he . was 
audience, he found the King wavering 
one hour feemingly, convinced by Ins 
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arguments, the -neSt liftening to, and approving of 
Succogee,’ and upon the whole determining nothing. 
Add to ail thefe difficulties another, which as we did 
not fiifpeft it, was the moh dangerous. It was no iels 
than the treachery of our lingiiiil, wlio of courfc was 
acquainted, and knev.' all trur dofigi^s and mr.tions. 
This man being in treaty with l\^autieranze, difcover- 
cd to him all he knew of our affaiis. ii was a rr.oft 
intricate piece of villainy, and with no fmali difficulty 
traced to the bottom, lb carefully hatl the fellow Ind his 
fchemes. When the faff was proved againft him, he 
was blown away from the mouth of a cannon, the 
common punilhment »;f traitors. 

In this fituation did we remain till forae time in 
May, ftill waiting for Mauphus Cawm, and in hopes 
that his coming would determine the King of Tanjore 
to return to our alliance ; but another accident helped 
to bring it about more effedtually. On the 12th of 
May, 1 lent a party out in the morning to tajie poft 
on the plain, and wait for a convoy of proVifions from 
Tondeman’s country. The party was commanded 
by a difcreei and gallant officer, captain Gaillaud, 
who with 1 2 Q men, two guns, and 500 lepoys march- 
ed from camp-about four o’clock in the morning. The 
Nclloure Subadar, who v/as in the front of his ad- 
vanced party, on getting over a little rifing ground, 
was furpril'ed by his herfe neighing, who was imme- 
diately anfwered by many others. When he got to 
the top of the bank, he difcovered a part of the ene- 
my polled ; the French troop in particular, who 
mounted on his appearing, firft difeharging their car- 
bines, on hearing which captain Caillaud lialted, for- 
med ■ his i>arty, and rode up to his advanced guard. 
He met the Nelioure Subadar, who. told him, the 
enemy were on the road, and had polled themfelves, 
, .ss well as he con'd dillinguiih, in the fame place where 
it was intended to wait for the provifions. The ene* 
my had a bank in their front, which formed a parapet, 
and.it was agreed to attack them, immediately on their 

flank 
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flank, vvith the Europeans on one fide, arid the fepoys on 
the other. They quickly drove the enemy, and obliged 
them to leave a tumbril ofammunition behind, and fome 
of their men. The poll: was irrimediately taken, and 
there the party waited agreeable to their orders. By 
this time it was broad day -light, when we difcovered 
the number of the enemy, which was much fuperior 
10 our party, even in infantry, befides all the Mai!- 
fore cavalry. Captain Caillaud therefore eniployed a 
black fellow to flip through the enemy that had fur- 
rounded him, and ordered the provifions to return. 
The enemy continued at a little diftance from the 
poft, and contented themfelves with a cannonade. 
The moment the firing was heard in the camp, the 
little army being under arms, marched to fuppoit 
the party. The whole body of the enemy were feen 
likewife on the plain. Captain Polier commanded 
(I being much indifpofed at the time, and (carce able 
to move out of bed.) As our diftance was lefs than 
that of the enemy, we wpre firft joined. Captain 
Caillaud haying reported what he had done with re- 
gard to thp provifions, it was agreed to return to 
camp, and, if poiflble, to avoid the enemy, then hal- 
tening to cut olf our retreat. • 

In the morning, pne of the gun-carriages ^was ren- 
dered ufelefs, by the enemy’s cannonade. The lame 
accident alfo happened to captain Polier, who nut 
caring to leave the cannon behind, fpent forae little 
time in fixing them on fpare carriages, to bring flieni 
off, this being done, they began to move, the fepoys 
divided in front and rear. The enemy had now alfb 
joined, and were marching down in very good order. 


iisSiil 
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were haked,and faced the French; the fepoys in the rear 
were drav/n up fronting thofe of the enemy, to keep 
them off our right flank, fo that our littie body was 
formed in half a Iquare, The fepoys on the left, 
with one piece of cannon, had orders to keep off the 
cavalry; ^ Our two remaining pieces (for we carried 
out but five in all), were in the front of the batta- 
lion oppofite the French. Never, I believe, were two 
pieces better ferved .they were of the fhort fix poun- 
ders, that take in a large quantity of grape, io tltuL 
when they were near enough, every (hot took place in 
the French battalion. The enemy were fo much ged- 
led by the brifknels of this cannonade, that they be- 
gan to give way, which we faw, in fpite of ail the ef- 
forts of their officers to keep them up. The lucky 
minute was improved, by our men advancing and 
giving them afire, v, hich compleated what the cannon 
had begun, and .kfr us at liberty to finifli our retreat. 
We fufered moftly from their fepoys, who, though 
they fired at a great diftance, annoyed us very much 
in wounding our men, and moft "of our officers ; 
captain FoHer received two wounds, and'was obliged 
to give up .the command to the next officer, captain 
Caillaud, who begrm'the march on the retreat of the 
French,, and brought the party home with the twodif- 
mounted pieces of cannon. 

Our forces, that day, when joined, • confifted of 
IS platoons in battalion 360 men, 1500 fepoys; and 
as to our cavalry, we had our troop of about ti men, 
and a few of the Nabob’s horfe : our artillery five 
pieces of cannon, two of which were rendered' un- 
lerviceable by' the accidents before related. The 
French had ,500 Europeans, their two companies of 
deferters, their troop of about 50, near 5000 fepoys, 
and all the Maiflbre cavalry. About 6000 of the 
Marattas the day before luckily crofled the Coleroon, 
on fome dilpute between them and the Maifforeans, 

: Our lofs m battalion . was fix officers wounded out 
of nineTss private men .killed and wounded, and. 
' ; . ■ about 
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about 200 fepoys. The enemy’s lofs was. much more 
confiderable. 

I expeaed.the French would have encamped where 
we had fought, which, had they done^ we miift have 
run the chance of another battle, either to have march- 
ed away towards Tanjore, or to have convoyed in 
provifions; but they luckily for us chofe to return 
to the ifland, and our communication being open, 
the provifions came in that night. I now deter- 
mined to march towards Tanjore, and there wait for 
Mauphus Cawn •, befides, I was in hopes my prefcnce 
with an army might do fomething in favour of Mr, 
Falk’s negociations. I wrote to hiin, however, to ap- 
prize the King of my intentions, and to fee how he 
took it. While I v/as waiting for his anfwer, an event 
happened which made our army as welcome^ as we 
codd wifti. The enemy, the fecond liight after our 
engagement, took all their Europeans, 3000 fepoys, 
and 2000 horfe, and marched away for i bndeman’s 
country, with an intention to burn and deftroy every 
thing they could, to deter that Poly gar from fending 
any more provifions. 

The country people alarmed, drove all their cattle, 
and valuable efFeds into the woods, where it was 
impoffible to follow them; and this expedition of the 
enemy’s ended in nothing, but burning a few empty 
villages, and taking a gun. of ours in the woods, 
whicti the fepoys had to proted our convoys. Aher 
three days they returned, but vexed at their diiap- 
pointment, and finding the King of Tanjore would 
not declare, they loft patience, and fell foiioufly upon 
the frontiers of his country, took Killycottah, 3 . foit 
on the borders, and marched to Koiladdy, which they 
alfo took, and by that means madethemfclvesmafters 
of the bank on the ifland, which carries the Water into 
the Tanjore country, and began to. cat k in three or 

four places. ■ ■ . , . r nyr 

In thefe circumftances, without waiting: for Mr. 

Falk’s anfwer, fori knew the King vyoutd be glad 
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medipely to Tanjore, through Tondeman’s woods, 
dividing our force, and leaving half with captain Kilh 
Patrick in Trichiuopoiy, I wrote alfo'for the party 
from Davecotah to march, and meet us at Tanjore 
for 1 found that Mauphus Cawn, for whom we waited* 
was not moved from Arcot. On my firft day’s marcli’ 
as 1 expeded, I had a letter from the King, begging 
me to come, and wifhing me joy on the late 
Mr. Palk alfo wrote to me, that things were much 
altered in our favour fince this expedition of the 
enemy’s, and that the King had ordered his horfe 
out under Gauderow. Mr. Palk advifed him to fend 
his cavalry to meet us, that when joined, we rniglit 
foori drive the enemy out of his kingdom. Infleacfof 
that, he ordered 1200 horfe to go -to Tricatapoilv 
to punifh the enemy, as he faid. 

Morarow, who ftill remembered the lliame of his 
defeat, feme months before, thought it now a good 
time to be revenged of the Tanjore troops^ efpeciaily 
when Moriagee was not at their head. He therefore 
crofled the Cauvery, and at day-break fell upon Gau- 
derow’s party, who made as little refiftance as fur- 
prifed troops commonly do: Gauderow and 200 of 
his rnen only efcaped, the reft vrere either killed, 
wounded, or taken nrilbners. We arrived two djn/.c 
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'to the Nabob and the Englifh, the war might have 
en happily Enilhed, and the enemy could cot have 
Id to^entL and lay wafte his country, nor the bank 
ve been deftroyed But ftill it was not too late-, 
Zrv thin- might be recovered if Succogee was re- 
Sd from h?s perfon and councils, and Monagee^ 
Sored to his former rank, who had given fo many 
yl-ipcin- proofs of his ftrong attachments to hfs 
^after’s intereft. The king was deeply concerned : 

would fain employ both ; he was unwdhng^m 
art with his favourite ; but when he was convinced 
hat our friendlhip depended on it, Succogee le- 
noved, and Monagee invefled with ^ 
nanagement of his kmgdoin, and 
Bore commander in chief ot his force . N^ ^roops 
ivere raifed to make up for tneir late loE, and e c.y 
foing promifed well from fo lucky a change m our 

^'^X^ this time we were acquainted from Madrafs, 

ofthe a^val of ad«achme« 

that orefidency, at the requeft of our governor 
LV ”unS and governor Bour- 

weft of Madrafs, but he wanted 

Europeans to enable him to jotn «s. My op.m 

wasafked, ^h^t foouldbe don^^ ^ J | ^ 

“■f" ‘‘"iTSa'Sr.fof oonfft- 

and the party marched ®“?^*!J‘Ltween him and 
Morarow, on tome .jffSoon before 

the Maifforeans, bad crofted the ® ^ ^ 

the lith; of May. as I brfore^^^^^^^ 
repaijed it to perfornr that exploit a^aml 
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jore troops i and having ftruck the fevere blow afore- 
mentioned, he returned ' to the other fide of the 
Coleroon again, and continued at a diftance from 
the Maiiiore camp, He then propofed to tlie Nabob, 
that if the payment of three lack of roupees could 
be fecured to him, he would return to his own 
tpuntry, and never more be an enemy to him, the 
Engiilh, or the Tanjoreans. The Nabob having no 
money, applied to the King of Tanjore, and after 
a great many meetings, it was agreed to, and the 
articles drawn up and figned. In the mean time 
Morarow gave Nanderauze to underftand, that, he 
was in treaty with the Nabob, but that if he would 
pay him the money then due, he would return to his 
afliftance. Nanderauze lent him all the money he 
could fpare ; and Morarow finding there was no 
chance for more from that quarter, agreeable to his 
treaty with the Nabob, . marched off. Part of the 
money- was paid by the king of Tanjore on his 
going, the reft to be paid on his arrival in his own 
country, ■ - ' 

Another detachment came from Davecottah, corn- 
manded by captain Zeigler, confifting of about 80 
Europeans and Topaffes, and 400 iepoys. As my 
health w'as much impaired, and therefore my conti- 
nuing with the army very precarious, the governor 
and council, at my requeft, lent captain Killpatrick 
a major’s comraiffion, and confented to his fucceed- 
ing to the command, if I fhould be obliged to leave 
it. I was not a little chagrined .to find the Tanjore 
troops ib long ailembiing, being anxious to march. 
The enerny w'ere now again encamped on the plain, 
and had fo clofely befet Trichinopoly, that our cora- 
raunication was quite cut off At laft Monagee let 
up his ftandard, and joining us on the 25th, we 
marched. My intentions were to have proceeded 
diredtly roTrichinopbly 5 but in a council of war next 
day, I found Monagee unwilling to proceed, till we ' 
were joined by our other party, who were efcorting*. 

Mauphus ' 
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thing more. 1 he enemy had another party of To- 
paffes and fepoys marching to join them from the 
ifland, which when perceived by Major Kiiipatrick 
he rallied out with part of his garrifon, and obliged 
them, after a fevere cannonade, to retire to the 
ifland. 

We halted next day to refrefli our. men, and to 
put our heavy baggage into the fort, relblving not to 
give the enemy refl, till they had quitted the plain. 
They had the firft day gone to the Five Rocks, but 
on our marching to the Fakeer’s I'ope, they moved 
off, and encamped at Mootachillenour; We follow- 
ed them, and in the night they thought proper to 
crofs the river, and encamped behind their Pagodas 
on the ifland. We then retook our poft off Elrpi- 
feram,. and fent a detachment to cover the kinw 
■ of Tanjore’s workmen, repairing the bank ne?ir 
Koiiaddy, the enemy having alfo abandoned that 
place. 

About this time our fleet, under the command of 
admiral Watfon, arrived with colonel Adlercroa’s 
regiment, and the French Ihips had brought Mr. 
Godeheu, commiffary-general and sovernor-aenerai 
of all their fettlements, with 1500 Europeans Up- 
on' his arrival he wrote to Mr, Saunders to ac- 
quaint him-, with his inclination to purfue pacific 
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ARTICLES were as follow 


To begin from the nth of Oaober, the day on which 
the iuSPENSlON O FARMS fliall be 
wihlifhed to all the troops, ■ in all the forts, and aaual 
pofftliicns of the two contraaing nations m the Carnatick; 
ill aas of hoftility fliall ceafe between the French and the 
Englifh. 

II. During the courfe of this fufpenfion,^ which fliall be for 
three months, their troops fliall not adf againfi; each other, not 
only as principals, but even as auxiliaries. 

HI. The two nations fhall oblige their allies to enter into 
tiic fame agreement. 

IV If either of the two nations, French or Englifh, fhall 
commit any ad of hoftility, poffefs themfelves of any place ; 
or either occafion any damage to the other after the day ot the 
publication of the faid fufpenfton, both oblige themfelves to 
make reparation proportionable to the damage, and to the en- 
tire reftitution of whatever was taken. 

V If the allies or other troops in the pay of either nation, 
flull'commit any ad of hoftility, or f "‘if 

which either nation is now m poffdrion,, it fhall f 
for both nations to repulfe their miults by force; by if 
Z nation fliall not be deemed to have infnnged 





lA. m loon as ihe fufpenfion is proclaimed, the mutual 

exchange of pnfoners ihall be fet about, and the neceffar? 

!hore“fitV<ftr amicable manner to foften the fate of 
thofe that fhall remain, by putting, them together into places 
where they may feel lefs of the rigour of a long captivit^ 

Mr. Palk, and Mr. Vansi tt art were fent to Pon- 
dichery, and retuined with the following Treitv 
and the Truce. “ ^ 

^ R T JC LE S of a provifiond freaty^ concluded 
am agreed on hemeen us Thomas Saunders, Efa- 
Prefident for the Honourable Englijb Company on 'the 
mijt of Coromandel and Orixa, Governor of Fort St 
^^orge^&H and the Skur Charles Robert Godeheu, 
Cmmfmyjor his moft Chrifimt Majejly ; Comman- 
uer General of all the fettkments of the French Com- 
pany OH both fides the Cape of Good Hope, and at 
Cmna ; Preftdent of all the councils there efiablilh- 
ed, and BmSor General of the India Comfam of 
rrmce, . ■ £ j j 


Jageers are lands granted by the Mogul or his reprefentati 
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All pkicesy except tliofe which lhall be ftipulated in the 
definitive treaty, to remain in the , poffefTiGn of the two 
aforefaid nations, French and Engilfh, fhall be delivered up 
to the Moors» 


IL In 

Davecott; 
fr-nt diitri 


Tanjore country, the Englim ftall p( 
nd the French Karical; each with their 


III. On the Ccromandei ccaft, the French fhali poffeis 
Pondichery, the diftrias of which are to be fpecified in the 
definitive treaty. The Fmglilh fhall poflefs Fort St/George, 
and Fort St David, with the diftridts likewife to be 
fpecified. 

I'he French fliall form a limited fettkment, the fitnatioii 
of ^ which fhall be chofen between Nizanipatam, and the ri- 
ver of Gonclecama exclufivcly ; as an equivalent for the dif- 
ference there is between Bavecottah, and Fort St. David to- 
gether, cempare'd with Karicai : • 


The diftricts of Pondichery fliall be made equal to tliofe of 
Fort St, George and Fort St David together, and in this cafe 
the French fiiidi abandon the Point D’Appuy, propofed above. 
Hie alternative fliall be left to the determination of the two 
companies. 


IV. Mazulipatani and Divy fliall be neuter, leaving to the 
two companies die choice of making a partition ; each nati- 
on fliall have a houfe for commerce at Mazulipatam, w^ith an 
equal number of foldiers to guard it, in cafe the town fliouki 
remain neuter. Divy ffiall be delivered to the Eng!!f!i, if the 
French referve Mazulipatam. And if the French keep Divy; 
the i'.ngiiih fliall have *Mazullpatam, In thefc two lafl: cafes, 
equal dillridls fhall be annexed to the poiTeffions. 

V. The navigation of Niirzapore river fliall be free; the 
Eiigliflri may carry their fettiement upon the banks' of the faid 
river, or keep Bandermalanka ; but they fhall poflefs only 
one of tliofe tv/o places ; the French fliall have a feitfement 

i ■ 'on 
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on the fame river. The diftriSs flial! be equal between the 
two nations. 


VI, The entrance of Ingeram river fhall be free^ neither 
the French nor the Englifh jQiall pofiefs the illands of Coringe 
and Yellacatippa, The Engliih fliall have their faSory at 
Suncrapollam, with its diflri<£ls5 and a warehoufe at Nolle- 
pe!y, the fortifications of which iliall be razed. The French 
iliail have their faSory at Yanani^ with diflriSs equal to 
thofe of Suncrapollam, and they iliall be at liberty to have 
a ware-houfe on the Terra Firnia in cafe they judge it ne- 
ceflary, for the convenience and eafe of their trading 
biifinefs^ 


Vil. In the Chickahui country, as the Englifh have Vi- 
zagapatam, the French may fettle a fadiory where they 
pleafe, to the fouthward of Pondemarka, or the northward 
of Bimlepatam, whether at Gangam or ?iafoufbunder, on an 
equality with Vizagapatam* 

Vi II. Thefe conditions accepted on both fides, although 
they are not to be a law for a definitive treaty in Europe, they 
fliall neverthelefs produce a truce'* between the two nations 
and their allies, until news is received in India of the anfwers 
made in Europe concerning this agreement; which anfwers 
w'e promife bona fide to communicate to each other as foon 
as they fliall be arrived by the ihips of either nation. 

IX. Neither nation flial! be allowed to procure, during the 
truce,any new grant or ceffion, or to build forts for the defence 
of new eftablilhments. It fliall only be lawful to rebuild and 
repair the fortifications now fubfifling in the eftablifhments 
they pofiefs at this time, in order to prevent their entire 
ruin. 


X. Until the arrival of anfwers from Europe to thefe 
articles, wFJch fliall be difpatched thither by the firil: fliips, 
to be fubmited to the dedfion of tlic two companies, under 
the pleafure and approbation of the two crowns, the two 
nations fliall not proceed to any ceffion, retroceffion, or eva- 
cuation of what they now poffefs, every thing being to remain 
on the footing of uti poflidetrs, 
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Xf. With regard to the indemnification, the two nations 
may expea for the expences of ^ the war 5 this article fhal! be 
amicably adj lifted in the definitii^e treaty. 

Done at Fort St George, 31 Decemb. 1754. 

(Signed) Thomas Saonders. 

(In Esiglife and French) (Under the Englilh) 

: GoDEHEU:« 

(Under the French) 

Examined with ihe.original, and 
atttefted to be a true copy. 

Dated at Fondichery, Hen. Vansittart, 

26 Dec. 1754. Jos. DU Pre', 


Secretaries- 


articles and Stipulations^ of a T ruce^ conclu-^ 
ded between us Thomas. Saunders^ B/q^ Prejident^ &c» 
&c. and the Sieur Charles Robert Godeheu^ Com^ 
mtjjary^ £s?c in virtue of aprovtftonal trea* 

ty %vhK'h we have /igned the fame day^ to promote the 
rcHjlaUifjment of tranquillity in this part of India. 

ARTICLE I. 

To take place on the nth of January, 1755 ; the day of 
the exp;raticn of the fufpenfion of arms, proclaimed the i ith 
of OQoher,^ ^754 5 Iioftilities fliall ceafe between the 
Engiilh and French. 


'Uiing this truce, which fhall be in force until we are 
cl in India of the anfwers made ‘in Europe concerning 
provilional treaty; the troops' of the. two nations^ 
and Enghlh,^ ftai! not a£l againft each, other,' either 2$ 
!s or auxiliaries. 
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liL The two nations^ Engliili andFrench^ tooblio-e 

their allies to ohferve all that b ftipulated -for the accompliifv 
tnent-of the truce by virtue ef the treaty ; and whoever £ha!l 
dare^to intriitge it.ihall ' be Teputed; a: common .enemy^:- and 
fiiail be reduced to good order by the force of arms, 

IV. If either of the two. nations, French or Engiilh^ or 
•either, auxiliary droops or allies, flial! comniitany a6l:of hofti- 
lity, poffefs:tHemfelvesof anyplace, or any one ilia! I caufe any 
damage -'to -another cl iiriiig the faki truce; both oblige them- 
. leives' to niake.'-.reparati 0 n proportionable to the damage, and to 
the entire reftitution of whatever fliall be taken. 


. ■ V.- If the allies or other troops in pay of either nation, fhall 
be guilty of any aQ: of ■ hoffility,. or commit any pillages in the 
territories whereof either nation is now in poffeffion, it fhali 
be lawful for both nations to repulfe their irifolts by force, by 
which the itij tired nation fliall not be deemed to have infringed 
the prefent agreement* 

YL If the allies or auxiliary troops of either nation, fliaii 
take up arms and infult the countries of which the nation they 
arc allied to is now in pcireffion ; in this cafe, the two nations 
fliall afllil each other againfl: this enemy, who fhali thereby be- 
come the common- enemy of both. 

VII The troops of the two nations fliall be employed, du- 
ring this truce, in the care of their prefent eflablifliments and 
pofleflions ; they may be tranfported freely, and without any 
cifficulty, from one place to another, at the pleafure of the 
governor, generals, commanders, of each nation ; and 
all perfons adlualiy under the protection of either flag, may 
likewife go and come at pleafure, without being moieiied ei- 
ther in their cfFecls or perfons. 


VI IL Trade fiiali be free throughout the Carna tick, and in 
Jill the countries to the northward of the Coromandel coaft, 
for the two contraSing nations ; they may fetch merchandizes 
from all the places in the dependance of each other, and tan- 
fport them freely, withoutauy reftraint, through the refpeQ:ivc 
jageers and territories. 


IX 
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Dated at Pondlcherj. 
26 Dec. 1754. 


* A Paragana is any diftrid of country. 


IX. All common enemiesj or the particular enemies of ei- 
ther natioHi, who fhall come to attack the Englifh and French 
in tlieir prefent poffeiTions, and trouble the tranquillity which 
is to reigii in India,^ fiiall be repulfed by the united force of the 
two nations^ French and Englifh, 

X. As foon as the truce is proclaimed, the mutual exchange 
of prifonersfliall be fet about, man for man ; and means Ihull 
be refoived on for the eafe of thofe which fhall not be ex- 
changed. 

XL Commiffaries ihall be appointed on both fides, to exa- 
mine into the infringements committed by each party, or their 
auxiliary troops or allies, and fettle the reftitution to he made 
of all the places taken, during the truce, againft the tenoiir of 
the fufpenfion of arms ; as likewife of all that may have been 
taken from them by the faid auxiliary troops, in merchandizes, 
eftefe, money, &€. and farther, to fettle in a fixed method, 
for a guide, during the whole time of the truce, a!i the names, 
and the extent of every country, ^ paragana an village, under 
the power, and in the pofieffion of the two nations, Engliili 
and French. 

XIL It is agreed, that whenever, in the coiirfe of the truce, 
any complaint fhall be made by either of the fald nations of an 
infringement of the 4th article, the faid commiffaries on each 
fide appointed, fhall certify and examine thefadf, that jufiice 
maybe done accordingly to the injured nation, either by rtfli- 
tution or reparation, according to the nature of the injury re- 
ceived. 

Done at Fort St George, 31 Dec. 1754. Signed as before. 


Additional Articles and Stipulations to the fore^oin? 

Truce. * , 

A R T I C L E L 

If any nation IhouH attempt to ere6.a fettlement within the 
bounds of the prefent poffeifions of either of the two com- 
panies ; both Englifh and French fhall jointly oppofe and hin- 
der any fuch undertaking. 

II. The cuftom-houfes and f juncans flwll renaain on the 

fame footing as before the \var ; and no alteration fliall be made 
in the duties paid on the importation and exportation of p-oods 
of the produce or manufadiure of the coall. 

Done at Fort St. tSeorge, 3 1 Dec. 1754. Signed as before. 

Dated at Pondichery, 

4 Jan- 1755- 


f A Jancan is a toll or duty on every thing that pafle,s. 



T H E fufpenfion of arms was accompanied with 
another event of great importance to the tran- 
quillity of India, the departure of Mr. Dupleix, who 
being removed from the government, returned with 
the next ftiips for Europe, 

Here it may be proper to take a view of the feveral 
provinces and governments of the Deckan, their pre- 
fent interefts and defigns. This will not be a rnere 
recapitulation of what has been &id in the Narrative ; 
for as the princes of that country are continually agi- 
tated by the paffions of avarice, ambition and jea- 
ioufy ; they are every moment prompted by fufpicion 
or the love of intrigue, to enter into new quarrels, 
form diferent connexions, and by their reftlels and 
uncertain fpirit, create the utraoft perplexities to their 
allies. Fond of compliments, ceremonial and re- 
peated profeffioris of friendfhip, they have little regard 
for truth or gratitude nor have they any conlidcrun- 
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on for the future more than the pail, fjlely occupied 
with what they imagine will advance their prefent 
views. This charader of the Afiaticks in general 
will be exemplified by a review of the prefent iituati- 
on and defigns of the ieveral powers of the Deckan, 
as they appeared in the year 1755. 

Salabatzing was induced by his incapacity and 
floth, to fubmit himfelf entirely to the councils of the 
French for the fake of their protedion and ailiftance. 
Round by no tie.'5 of affection, he v/as ttow meditating 
the removal of thofe very perfons with whom lie had 
fo lately been fh'aring the greateft power and wealth, 
without the leaft regard to their having alliiled him in 
that ufurpation. ■ 

The king of Tanjore, a fubtle prince, lived in a 
continual jealoufy of the EngHfh and French, who 
had both fetclements in his dominions, well knowin? 
that either of thefe lingiy was able to give law to hing 
and always apprehending raoft from the fide to which 
the balance of power ieemed to incline. From a 
diffidence of the French, and a better opinion of the 
EngHfh faith, he had, for the molt part,* flrewn a re- 
gard lor our alliance, but it required great addrefs to 
manage his irrefoiution, to divert his partiality for a 
treacherous favourite, and keep him firm to his en- 
gagements. His moft dangerous neighbours were 
the^Maiflbreans, a rich people, and formidable from 
their being undifl'urbed at home. He knew they had 
long formed defigns againft Trichinopoly, and at this 
very time, were in treaty with the French for that 
end. The knowledge of this determined him to enter 
iiito the ftribleft bands of friendlhip with us, and yet, 
at the fame time, his fufpicion of our entering into 
any alliance with the governrir of Marava, (a country 
bordering, on his dominions to the fouth), threw him 
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ly defencelefs. The Maravar was the prefent objeft 

of his jealoufy. _ _ 

Toiideman a Polygar, whole woods, adjoining to 
Tanjore, had been an ufeful protedion to onr con- 
voys during the war, was alio uneafy at our fuppofed 
intentions of alliance with the Maravar. 

The king of Maiffore, young, and in a manner 
confined to" his feraglio, gave_ up the_ diredion of 
affairs to his uncle, who was prime miniller and bro- 
ther to' Nanderauze. They were both, at this time, 
purfuing their fcheme on Trichinopoly, in which they 
differed fo many repulfcs, and law. their extravagant 
projeds fo often defeated, that they were ready to 
feize any pretext for abandoning their enterprize. 
They foon relinquifhed it on good reafons, and from 
thenceforth became lefs formidable, neighbours to the 
king of Tanjore. 

Moods Allee Cawn, governor of *Velloure, a pow- 
erful and defigning man, had the addrel’s to murder 
twp Nabobs with impunity ; and during this long war, 
to keep himielf clear of its calamities.^ Mr, Tupleix 
ufed to call him his deputy in his province. Though 
no confidence could be placed in the friendfhip of this 
artful man, it was imprudent to have him for an ene- 
my •, therefore his offers to acknowledge the Nabob 
were gladly accepted, but there was little fincenty in 
his profeffions of fubmifllon. 

The Marattas have always had fo confiderable a 
ftiare in the difturbances, and were at this time taking 
fo large a part in the politicks of thefe countries, that 
it is requifite, for the explanation of the atrairs of the 
peninfula, to give as many particulars of this exten- 
five people as can be afcertained ; for as they have no 
written hiftory, and fcarce any^ tradition, that we 
know, of their former flate, it is impoflible to pro- 
cure a full and fatisfadlory account of fo numerous s| 

' \ ‘ nation, 

* Within twelve miles of Arcot, the ftrongeft fort in all that 
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nation, once fettled, then difperfed, and now re-efta- 
blifliing themfclves throughout all parts of the Mo- 
gul’s empire : a people who have had, from time 
immemorial, fettlements to the north of Delly, great 
part of which they ftill poffefs, though fo great were 
the numbers that were driven out from thence, by 
Aurenzeb, that he employed above twenty years 
in fruirlefs endeavours to reduce them in their 
new fettlements in the mountainous parts of the 
Deckan. 

They have had continued wars ever fmee, with all 
the Moguls, Subahs and governors, and made innu- 
raerable treaties of peace with them, which they never 
obferve any longer than they think it their intereft. 
They have therafelves had ftrange internal revoluti- 
ons-, and what is mcrfl ftrange, the prefent go- 
verning men antong them are Bramins or priefts, 
hated by the true Marattas, but followed by them for 

p^y- . . . 

Their Raja or Prince is facred ; and they hold that 
he ought to be a kind of idol, Ibut up and fed at 
the publick expence, and the executive power lodged 
in feme other branch of his family, at leaft, fuch has 
been the eftabliftiment on the Malabar coaft ; but this 
was fubverted by the ufurpation of the two Bramins, 
the one called Peelagee, and the other Budgerow, Peela- 
gee governed Guzarat, and Budgerow the country to the 
fouthward. His fon, who fucceeded him, is known by his 
name Balazerow, on the Coromandel coaft : On the 
Malabar he is called the Nanna, for that is the title 
by which the adting head of the government and gene- 
ral of the forces is diftinguiftied. The nominal 
prince, or the idol, as he has been deferibed, is ftiied 
Ram Raja and Saha Raja. All thefe names, indifcri- 
miuately ufed and ftrangely fpelt, occafion no fmall 
difficulty to the reader, who is here alio defired to 
take notice, that though all writers fpeak of Sattaarah, 
as the capital of the Maratta’s country, the refideni^ 


^|0ISpgi^§; 
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of the Bramin their fovereign is* Poona, where all 
the bufmefs of the government is carried on. 

What proves that they have formerly been power- 
ful over all the Mogul’s empire, though now difunited, 
is the univerfal acknowledgment of the Cbom^ or tri- 
bute paid to them of a fourth of the revenues of 
every Raja or governor. This they ftill coiledf in all 
parts, taking what they can get of it in ready money, 
and leaving the ballance in arrear, which wall lerve 
them at leaft as a pretence for another incurlion, 
whenever they want employment for their troops. 

It may feem ftrange that thefe Marattas, who are 
Brarains, and fo ftridf obfervers of the Gentou religi- 
on, and the tenets of the Tranfmigration of fouls, 
that they will never kill the moft offenfive animals 
that craw'I about them j fhould, without any fcruple, 
eagerly employ their fabres to the deflrucfion of their 
fellow-creature's. The falvo for this extraordinary 
contradiction, is a device of their priefts, who, by the 
facrifice of a Buffalo, with many mifterious and en- 
thufiaflick ceremonies, abfolve their warriors from the 
reftridions which bind the vulgar. 

It fhould be here obferved that the Marattas men-^ 
tioned fo often in the narrative, were only a body of 
horfe, freebooters, who alternately took the pay of 
the bigheft bidder. They were fuch as Moraruw 
had picked up to fedlow his fortunes, and till he at- 
tempted to make himfelf independent, they had no 
fettled habitation, and no profelTion but v/ar, if it 
may be called a profeifion where they have neither art 
nor difeipline, and yet they are formidable to the 
Moors,, who carrying fuch numerous and incumbered 
armies to the field, arc the eafier harrafled, and even 
ftarved by them. For thefe pillagers, continually 
galloping round the country, cut off the convoys, and 

* Poona is about a hundred miles eaft-foutb-Oift of Bombay. 
D’Anville fays, the fituation of Sattairah is not afeeittined, and 

therefore he hai§ not put it iu his ■ . 
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140 TRANS ACTIONS ON 1755. 

as nioii of tlieir parties carry with them neither 
baggage, nor provifions, they eafiiy elude all purfiiit, 
and in an inftant retire to their faftneffes, or even, if 
occafion requires, to their own country. They ride a 
hardy horfe inured to fatigue, and for the raol’r part 
fed with ftanding corn. The common men have no 
cloathing but a turban on their head, and a falh round 
their waiil ; inftead of a faddle they ufe fuch a kind of 
pad as is recommended by Marfbal Saxe. Truly for- 
midable with their febres, they are fata! to troops 
that are once broke. 

The Marattas, though not without trade and ma- 
nufactures, have principally enriched themfelves, by 
obliging the wealthy and more relpeClable powers 
their neighbours to be tributary to them. It will na- 
turally be aflted, why do the oppulent ftates fubrait 
to be tributary and what fecurity have they that 
thefe licentious plunderers will abide by their agree- 
ments, and not continually encroach upon them, and 
raife their demands ? The reafon is plain : it is lefs 
espenfive, and a lighter tax upon trade, to agree to 
fome certain payment, than to engage in the unknow'n 
expence of armies, to free themfelves from fo irregu- 
lar a foe ; and as to greater exadions, if the chief has 
once fettled the Cbout^ he will hardly venture to ftrug- 
gle for more, as the money agreed on goes into his 
own pocket ; and were he to proceed to the more vio- 
lent method of compulfion, by invading the country, 
the, fpoil would all become the property of his troops, 
under the article of plunder, and his own ihare would 
come very fhort of the fum ftipulated ; befides, they 
have the prudence to confider, that a country ravaged 
by their troops, will produce neither tribute nor plun- 
der again for fome time. 

They are a deftruCtive foe and an unferviceable 
friend. They ruin their enemies by burning their 
country, and their allies by their avaricious demands 
for money. Inftead of meriting their pay, which 
they might eafiiy do after a defeat, by cutting off all 

the 
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the broken troops, they fly to the camp, where every 
imaa procures a good burthen for his horfe, and walk- 
ing on foot, drives him away loaded with the fpoil. 

^Such has been, in a great meafure, the ftate of the 
Maratta people i but about this time it will appear, 
that they entertained various defigns of extending their 
territories in feveral parts of the country, and aUb on 
the fea coaft. They took large diftricts from the 
Ticeroy of the Deckan, marched to Delly and made 
a Mogul, and after driving out Angria by our ftrength, 
beat the Portugueze by tlieir own. They had generals 
who fet up for themfelves in the remote countdes that 
they had conquered, and were giving fome_ other in- 
dications of their return from a vagabond life of ra- 
pine and diforder, to a more fettled fyftem of policy. 

Of all the Princes of the Deckan, tltere are none 
fo free from the faults of the country as the Nabob 
Mahomed Allee Cawn ; having always experienced 
the invariable friendfliip of the Englilb, he has been 
taught the true value of honour and conftancy, and 
throughout his condud, manifefted uncommon gra- 
titude and fidelity to his engagements. The fiuns we 
had expended in the iupport of his caule, inftead oc 
railing 'in expectation of being farther btii*- 

thenlcme to us, lay like a heavy weight upon his 
mind; and the diftrefs he was in for money, with the 
impoffibility of paying any confiderable part of his 
debt to the" company, vifibly affeded his health ; his 
brothers who accompanied him, having a i'eparate 
command would each of them keep up as many_ at- 
tendants, and as large an expence as the Nabob him- 
ifcif. Exhaufted by this unneceflary profufion, he was 
not able to furnilh the workmen and materials with 
which he had engaged to fupply our engineers for 
corapleating their fortifications, nor even to find mo- 
ney for his own troops to prevent them from difoaad- 
int?. Upon confideration of this ftate-or the Nabob s 
affairs, it was prudently determined to take an exac“ 
■ account of his revenues, which, were mortgaged to 


:p| 
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the company, in order to judge what fums might be 
adually forth-coming for their ufe, after a due pro- 
portion fhould be allotted for the maintenance of 
himfelf, and the fupport of his dignity. 

It was at the fame time recommended to him, to 
fettle as loon as poffible at Arcot, his capital, with all 
his family, as v/ell to fave expence, by reducing their 
feverai retinues to one houfliold, as for the credit of 
his government. But it was of great coniequence to 
his revenues, before he left the countries of Madura 
and Tinevelly, which ufed to produce an iramenfe in- 
come, to Collett the tribute which had not been paid 
during the troubles, and alfo to induce the feverai 
Polygars, and all fubordinate governors to acknow- 
ledge the Nabob’s right, by receiving grants from 
him for the countries they held under his govern- 
ment. 

It was neceffary on this, as on all other occafions, 
to have at hand a fufficient force; for in this country, 
we are to look upon an army as a proper formality 
ufually attending a raeflage to a friend, a fulled, or 
an enemy. Fromthefe confiderations, an expedition 
was ordered into the Madura and Tinevelly countries 
to colled the revenues, under the command of Alex- 
ander Heron, lieutenant colonel in his Majefty’s fer- 
vice, and major of the company’s forces, attended by 
Mr. Maunfeli, to act together with the Nabob’s Va- 
keel, (or agent) as comrnilfaries for the adminiflration 
of the monies received. Colonel Heron, the latter 
end of January 1755, marched to Manapar, a village 
about thirty miles from Trichinopoly., Soon after his 
arrival, he was joined by the Vakeels of four neigh- 
bouring Polygars, who came to fettle their accounts, 
promiling fbon to pay the balianres that were due ; 
they alfo figned a paper, acknowledging themfeives 
u.nder the Nabob’s goc’ernment, independant of anv 



countries, cut upon me icuim oi me ouiccis, one 
of the four Polvsius, by name Lachynaig, who had 
paid part of his tribute, and given a bill for the reft, 
refufed to pay the remainder ; wherefore, at the in- 
of the Nabob, colonel Heron, on the lotli of 
r, moved with the array clofe to a fort, which 
of the barriers of his country. All that day 
he endeavoured, both by fair means 
1, to make him comply, but could get no 
He then determined to attack 
which he fucceeded with 


ftance 
February, 
was one t 
and the next, 
and threats, 
fatisfadtory anfwer 
the fort the next morning, in 
little lofs: and alfo the fame day took another fort, 
which gave him poffeffion of all the country of that 
Poiygar, except the tops of the hills, where the in- 
habitants had taken ftielter. In thefe two affairs he 
loft fourteen fepoys and fome few * colleries. 

Here the Nabob left colonel Heron, and his bro- 
ther Mauphus Cawn accompanied him in the expedi- 
tion. The roads were exceffive bad through the 
woods for the carriage of the heavy cannon. Some 
breaft-works ^thrown up in the narrow paffes, were 
abandoned on the array’s nearer approach, though 
not til! part of the fepoys had giveri their fire, which 
was returned, but without any eft'edf. Beyond the 
woods was a ftone-fort, which, had it been quite h- 
nifhed, would have been of confiderable ftrength for 
that part of the country. The Madura people who 
were fortifying it, abandoned it immediately. There 
was found in this fort fome grain, ammunition, and 
four Pieces of cannon. The colonel left fome troops 
in pofieffion, and advanced towards the town of 
Madura upon which the garrifon retired a little far- 
ther into the country, to a fmall fort, whither they 
carried their moft valuable effedts, and military ftores. 
The greater part, of the inhabitants remained, and 
feemed very well fatisfied with the change of govern- 
ment. Being then the feafon for gathering in the 

gram, 

* See page 64 a’i:id 65^, 



i'44 -TRANSACTIONS on 1755. 

grain, and colleding the revenues, it was refolved to 
quarter the army there. Madura is a ftrong Indian 
town, encompaffed with a wall like Trichinopoiy, but 
being of much greater extent, would require a very 
large garrifon to defend it. * 

Colonel Heron, having wrote circular letters to all 
the neighbouring Polygars, as well as to the People of 
Tinevelly, marched for the fort to which Myana the 
late governor of Madura had retired. It was a ftrono- 
Pagoda, which he had fortified in the beft manner he 
could, but on the expeftation of an attack, he and all 
his horfe fecured therafelves by a timely retreat, and 
carried with him his elephants, camels, treafure, and 
the greateft part of his valuable efFedfs ; he left a few 
fepoys to defend the fort, who fired very brillily for 
fome time, but on our returning it with cannon’ and 
Imall arms, they furrendered. Here were found three 
brafs and iron cannon, a number of Malabar guns, 
and a great quantity of ammunition. After taking 
two other final! forts, the army marched for Tine- 
velly, and arrived the 25 th; fome of the Polygars 
came in, others lent their Vakeels to fettle every 
thing amicably. 

I'he greateft difficulty arofe from the good inclina- 
tions of the Polygar of * Marava. He offered a free 
•ptaOage through his country for the Engliffi troops, 
employed his intereft with the other Polygars, and 
lent his brother, who advanced within five miles of 
the army, with three thoufand men and fome pieces 
of cannon, tendering his lervic?, and preffing us to 
make fettlements in his country. The news of this 
caufed fo great jealoufy, and worked upon the King 
of Tanjore and Tonderaan, in fuch a manner, that 
they feat a proteil agaiuft our treating with the Mara- 
yar,^ and even raifed forces, and were ahturJIy march- 
ing into his country ; Monagee- it feems, wliile out 


* Marava is a large county os the fe 
fettieroerits, and to the eaftof Madura, 



ifforeans but at this criticat time, the very fear of 
the Maiiforean was a ..reafon for letting all prefent 
jealoiifies fubfide : therefore all endeavours to mollify 
the king of Tarjore and Tondeman being vain, or- 
ders were difpatched to colonel Keren, to break off 
all further treaty with the Maravar. 

At the fame time, advice being received of the ap- 
proach of Salabatzing, withMr.Buffy, the army \vaa 
ordered to return as Icon as poffible to Trichinopoly. 
The news of Saibatzing’s march was true, but it had 
not the confequence that was apprehended ; for he 
entered Maifihre, where he levied the revenues of 
that rich province, and returned, carrying with him 
fifty-two Lack of roupees. Mefifs. Buffy and' Law 
were both with him ; the latter made a demand in the 
name of the French Company for feven lack for the 
lols he had fuftained when he was taken in Seringam. 
The money was refufed, and at Mr. Buffy ’s requtft. 
Law deiifted from his demand; 
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for their ranfom, which being refufed, he put them 
into his tumbrils, and" was carrying them off. 
The Colleries were eafily inftigated by the Bramins 
to refcue their gods; and taking the opportunity 
when the baggage was paffing fome ftrong de- 
files in the Natam woods, they rufhed from the 
thickets in great numbers, recovered their idols, def- 
troyed feveral carriages, ftabbed a hundred bullocks, 
killed fome men, and carried off a quantity of bag- 
gage. The army purfued their march, without any 
thing farther to be remarked, till they reached Tri- 
chinopoly the 6th of June. Colonel Heron was tried 
by a court martial for mifcondudt in this expedition. 
It was proved that he had given in falfe accounts, had 
fecreted part of the money received, and for this pur- 
pofe, inftead of colleding the revenues in conceit 
with Mr, Maunfel, had entered into a private agree- 
ment with the Nabob’s brother, Mauphus Cawn, 
and farmed out the countries to him at half their va- 
lue, not paying a regard to the infirudions fent him 
by the Nabob himfelf. 

Trichinopoly being looked upon as the main fecu*- 
rity for the Nabob’s debt, colonel Heron was ordered 
to leave there a garrifon of five hundred men, under 
the command oi major Killpatrick. Nanderauze, 
the Maifforean general, who lay encamped near the 
town, was continually pradifing every kind of ftrata- 
gem, and contriving the raoft chimerical defigns to 
make himfelf matter of it. He employed a Bramin 
in the town, who conftantly fent him intelligence, 
and gained him fome friends in the place, and having 
prepared four hundred ladders, and concerted every 
thing for an efcalade in the night, he made a propo- 
fal. to Mr. De Sauffay, commander of the French at 
Seringam, to join him in the attempt. Mi*. De 
Sauffay, exprefling his fenfe of fo’ treacherous a pro-t 
ceeding in the time of a fufpenfion' of arms, Nander-f^ 
auze urged him with repeated folipitations, and even 

offered 
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offered him three lack of roiipees, provided he would 
feign a quarrel, march off, and thereby leave him , at 
liberty to purfue his defigns. Mr. De Sauffay having 
rejc'iffed thefe offers with difdain, was fbon after in- 
formed by a friend he had in that general’s councils, 
that in cale of his refufiil, the next projeft was to fur- 
prize the French, and endeavour to cut them off. He 
wrote to major Kiilpatrick to fend him a trufty perfon, 
to whom he communicated the whole, and moreover 
affured him, thar in cafe the Maifforean made any mo- 
tion towards the town, he would immediately attack 
his rear, and make a fignal on the fight of which the 
major might fally,and put the enemy between tvk) fires. 

While the French and Engliffi chiefs were int^- 
changing their afflirances of mutual affiftance againfh 
this Indian politician, he fuddenly decamped and bat- 
tened his march home, not altogether, as fome ima- 
gined, from difappointment, but rather from having 
received accounts of the march of Salabatzing to- 
’wards his country. Soon alter his return, he fiirred 
up a rebei'ion, which threw the kingdom of Mailiore 
into confiiilon. 

The enemy being removed, and noTarthef obfbi- 
cle remaining to delay the neceffary meafure of con- 
duiffing ,|;he Nabob to his capital, a proper efcorte was 
ordered : and captain Polier having prepared every 
thing for that purpofe, they began their march the 
oth of July, and proceeding in the flow manner 
which the burtheiifome pomp of eaftern ftate muff al- 
ways occafion, arrived at Condor, and forded the 
Caavery on the i 6 di. They halted the next day, 
and Monagee, with a numerous train, paid the Nabob 
a vifst. At this interview," the ftrongeft: proteftations 
of an inviolable friendfcip were , ma^e bn both fides. 
Monagee allured the Nabobi/moft particularly, from 
tlie King of Tanjore, that he woitld never fbrfake 
him, and had five thouland horfe :ready at his order, 
if he needed them in the Arcot country. The Na- 
bob having thanked Monagee for the promifed aids 

K a " and 
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and for his? love and friendfli^p, which he always re- 
lied on, at the fame time whifpered captain Polisr in 
Englifh, ’-Tis all (i Ue. The captain to_t>k: up the dii- 
cburi'e, aiTuring Monagee that 'the English, as they 
had hitherto conftaritly fupported the Nabob, would 
continue their protection to him, ^as alfo their friend- 
fhip inviolably widi the King of 1 anjore, fj long as 
he remained firm to the Nabob. Monagee ^declared 
the King of Maiffinre had offered Jiis King fixty lack 
ot rounees, provided he would foi-lake the Nabob, but 
he rejeded the propofal. With a few more civilities, 
and fome ufefu! orders about provifions, Monagee 
concluded his vifit. 

The Nabob continuing his march, arrived within a 
mile of Arcot the 19th of Augufl, where he reiulv- 
ed to wait for a lucky day to make his entry into the 
city. Here he was met by colonel Lawrence, Mr, 
Talk and Mr. Walfh, deputed to invite him to Ma- 
drafs. He readily confented, and at the fame time 
defired thofe gentlemen to mention aloud at his Dur- 
bar, that now the army was arrived there, the Poly- 
Ecars and his other tributaries fhould be firft invited to 
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together with Mr. Percival, who was appointed com - 
m diary general for the Company. He was alfo to be 
prefcat at every tranfaftiou, it being agreed with the 
Nabob, that half the money to be collected from the 
ieverai Poiygars fhouid be paid to himfelf, and the 
otiicr half to the Company. 

To enter into an exact detail of their proceedings 
wiiii the feveral petty Poiygars would be very tirefome 
and uniaterelhng to moft readers. Therefore, not to 
take up their time with a catalogue of uncooth names, 
which will never occur again in the lubfequent rela- 
tion of thele affairs, it fhall fuiice to fay, that from 
the 20th of Ottober to the end of the year 1755, 
the army was either encamped or in motion about 
the ciiftfict of Arcot ; and that the Poiygars and go- 
vernors, in proportion, to the remoteneis or ftrength 
of their little forts, were mere or lefs backward in 
fettling their accounts, and all dealt evafively. No 
hoffilities were however committed againft any^ of 
them, although it was a coafiderable time before 
fome of them came to fuch terras as the Nabob 
would accept, and feveral held out beyond the end 
of the year •, but thofe being the leaft able to conti- 
nue their oppoiition, were left to be reduced by tire 
forces of the Nabob. 

Mootis Allec Cawn having been mentioned in the 
narrative, and his charafter difplay’d within a few 
pages, a particular detail of his conduit fliall here 
be given ; as it will fully ferve to convey a general 
idea of the chicanery of ail Afiatic governors, as well 
Moors as Indians, when called upon for the arrears 
of their tribute. 

This crafty politician having the mortification to 
find himleif outwitted by Mr, Dupleix, addreffed 
himfelf to the Nabob, who was then,., it is to be ob- 
ferved, at a diftance, acknowledging his right, and of- 
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and the Prophet to witnefs to his truth. But when 
the Nabob, upon his arrival at Arcot, fent to claim 
the performarxe of thefe Iblemn engagements, it too 
plainly appeared, that they were meant only to a- 
iBuie and deceive him : it was therefore thought ne- 
ceflary to ftrilce a terror into him for an eiample, as, 
both in riches and power, he was the moft confider, 
able of all the chiefs in the province. Accordingly, 
on the 19th of January 1756, the army was reinfor- 
ced with the grenadiers ; and another company, with 
two eighteen-pounders, was detached after them. 
Major Killpatrick advanced within five miles of Vei- 
loure the 30th ; and found it to be, as it had been re- 
ported, the ftrongell fort in the province. 

The next day the Governor of Madrafs received a 
letter from Mr. De Leyrit, difpnting the Nabob’s 
right to Veiloure, and threatening to oppofe all our 
.proceedings ; and intelligence came, at the feme time, 
that a party of three hundred French and three hun- 
dred Sepoys, were adually marching from Pondi- 
chery. Thefe advices were difpatched the fame night 
to Major Killpatrick, with diredions to continue nego* 
tiations with Mootis Alice Cawn ; and in cafe the 
French fhould adually approach, to lend a mefiageto 
the commanding officer to retire, and if he fhould 
pay no regard to the mefifage, but proceed to fuc- 
cour Veiloure, or commit any difturbance in the Na- 
b'ob.’'s diftrids, then to oppofe him by force. Major 
Killpatriclc had advanced within cannon fhot of 
the fort when thefe difpatches reached him-, and, 
during feveral days that he remained in his encamp- 
ment treating with the Governor, different advices 
came of parties moving from Pondichery and V illa- 
nour to Gingee, and from thence, by Chetteput road, 
towards Veiloure. It was, therefore, to be appre- 
hended, that the Governor might be prevailed on by 
the French, to admit their troops, for the defence of 
his fort, and thefe if once admitted, it was forefeen, 
would nqt be withdrawn again from fo valuable a 

poffelfion. 
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pofieflion. The Governor had fent his Vakeel to 
Madrafs, where he was at this very time, to defire 
that fome Englilh gentleman might be fent to Vel- 
loure, with power to fettle affairs amicably. 

The redudion of the fort was now, by the inter- 
pofition of the French, rendered imprafticable, and 
the flay of the array, with any other objed but that 
of an accommodation, a ufelefs expence; it was 
therefore refolved to accede to the propofal of the 
Vakeel, and a proper perfon was accordingly deputed. 
While this raeafure was prudently concerting at Ma- 
drafs, Mootis Alice Cawn, finding that our army re- 
mained clofe to his walls, notwithftanding all the mo- 
tions of the French, agreed with Major Killpatrick 
to pay one hundred thouland pagodas, and twentyr 
five thoufand roupees, for the removal of our troops, 
defired to enter into friendfhip with us *, and, by way 
of earneft, fent out twenty thoufand roupees. 

No fponer was this money paid, than Mootis 
Alice C^wn (informed by his Vakeel that a deputati- 
on was ordered on that very day) withdrew from his 
engagements ; and, perfliaded that he might com* 
pound for lefs than he agreed the day before to pay 
to Major Killpatrick, refufed the next day to com- 
ply with the terms. Whatever Msyor Killpatrick 
could urge, he would only anfwer, that, as a depu- 
tation was fent from Madrafs, he fhould not do bu- 
fmefs in any other way ; and not only perfifted ob- 
ftinately in his refufal, but flatly denied his agree- 
ment made on the pth of February. The collected 
^rmy of the French lay, during all this time, 
camped between Gingee and Chetteput, at the dife 
tance of about thirty-five miles from Velloure s it con- 
fifted, according to the heft intelligence, of about fe- 
ven hundred French and fifteen hundred Sepoys. 
It was therefore thought advifeable to wait for an op- 
portunity when the Governor might be in a more 
complying humour : and the event juftified this pru- 
dent detercpination. Major Killpatrick havmg re- 

K A mained 
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mained near Velloure' with the army till the 24th, 
and receiving no offers that he could accept, without 
eflablifhiag a precedent of the moii: penikious con- 
lec|iience, moveo that ciay for Arcot, where he Quar- 
tered the troops. 

Moods Ailee Cav/n, after repeated evafions and de- 
lays, at iiUt put an end to tlris tiierome negociation 
by a comprotnife with tlse Nabob, and pavnient in 
part, without military compullion but not before 
the beginning of Auguft 1 756. The fame Ihufflin.o 
conduct was pradilha, in a degree, by all the Idler 
governors, who entrenched thcmlelves for a while in 
the feyeral fortrefl'es with which this countrv abounds ; 
but, in their turn, they followed the ' example of 
Mootis Alice Cawn, in . his compliance ; as they had 
attempted to imitate him, according to their abi- 
lities in his chicanery and refiitance. 

The Fleet having no other object during the truce 
it was agreed to employ it in the reduction of a pi- 
ratical _ ftate on the Malabar coail, which bad fora 
long time infefted the trade of Bombay. Admiral 
Watibn undertook this expeclidon with the fame zeal 
which he fhewed on every occafion for the fervice of 
his ^country, and the beneSt of the Company in the 
Indian feas. 

1 he Admiral had failed to Triacomalay, the 6th of 
April, chiefly to avoid the rifqsie of bad weather dur- 
ing_that mordh. Oa the t3th of fvlay he returned 
to Fort St. David, where he remaineti tliree months, 
it being the windward port both to Madrafs ard Pon- 
dichery. He came to Madrafs on the j 9th of Auguft, 
and fading with the whole fquadioii fur Bombay the 
iotli of October, arrived thcre-the lodi of November. 

^ His force conhfled of the Kent, of nxiy-four guns, 
Capt. Speke ; the Cumberland, of fixty-fix guns, 
Capt. Harriibn ; the Tyger, ol fsxty guns, Capt La- 
tham-, the Saliifaury, of fifty guns, Capt. Kuowler, 
the Eridgevyater, of twenty Guns, Capt. Martin 5 
and the Kina’s-fifher iloon, of fourteen c/ons c nnf 
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Smith. Rear Admiral Watfon’s flag was hoifted on 
board the Kent, and Rear Admiral Pocock’s in the 
Cumberland^ 

For the better underftanding the purpofe of this 
expedition, it vdll be neceffary to explain the nature 
of the enemy they were going againft, and by what 
means a fmall neft of pirates, as they originally were, 
o rev/ to a confiderable ftrength, and at iaft became a 
little empire, like the piratical ftates of Barbary. 

About a hundred years fince, Conaiee Angria, from 
a private Maratta, had been employed as a General 
and Admiral, under the Saha Raja, in his vt'ars with 
the Seedee, or Mogul’s Admiral. Being afterwards 
made Governor of Severndroog, upon the firfl; fa- 
vourable opportunity, he feized many of the veffels 
he had formerly commanded-, with thefe he began 
to commit adls of piracy, confining himfelf, however, 
to this ifland, till he had, by repeated fucceffes at fea, 
rendered himfelf more formidable. The Marattas 
were alarmed, but had no means of getting at him 
in his ifland, he having now taken the greateft part 
of their fleet. They therefore built three forts mpoa 
the main, within lefl than pouit-blank ftiot of liisjit- 
tle territory, which w'as a imall, rocky, weil-fortihed 
ifland, of about one mile in circumference. By 
means of thefe forts they hoped to reduce him to 
obedience but he having the fea open, and being 
much fuperior to his countrymen in iiiiil and bravery, 
attacked and took fevcra! of their fea ports, -and at 
length carried his conquefts from Tamana to Raja- 
pore on the fea coafls ; an e.xtent of country, of ne-ar 
flxiy leagues in length, in which ^re feveral^commo- 
dious harbours. Fie alfo poflefled himielf ol a great 
part of tlie inland country, in fome places for twenty 
miles back, and in others thirty ; fecuring it to him- 
feif by building little forts, upon fuch^ eminences 3.s 
commanded the narrow paffes and defiles. Fits iuc- 
ceiioi's, ilrengthening themlelves continually, hy_ en- 
gaging every defperate feliov/ they could fcduce from 
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the European fettlements, grew to be fo powerful, 
that the Marattas thought proper to agree to a peace 
with them, on condition that they !hould acknow* 
ledge the fovereignty of the Raja, and pay him an an-. 
nuai tribute. Being mailers of the coaft, they made, 
many confiderable captures oa the feas. From the 
Englifti Eaft India company (befidcs velTels of lefs 
note) they took the Parby, richly laden, from Eu- 
rope, with one hundred and fifty men ; and a!fo the 
Reftoration armed ftip, of twenty guns, and two 
bundrfed men, fitted out purpofeiy to cruize againft 
them. They took all'o, from the French, the Jupiter, 
of forty gilns, with four hundred flaves on board ; 
and had the prefumption to attack Commodore I.ille, 
in the Vigilant of fixty-four guns, the Ruby of fifty 
guns, and feveral other fhips in company, when the 
Commodore was leaving the Malabar coaft, 

The Dutch too fuffered in their turn and, about 
twenty years ago, in refentment, fent fevetfarmed 
fhips from, Batavia, and two bomb-veffels, with a 
number of land forces, and attacked Geriah, but 
without fuccefs. Angria growing more and more pow- 
erful, could brook no kind of lubjedion, and at 
length threw off his allegiance to the Marattas. Up- 
on thi.: he received fome remonftrances and threats 
from the Nanna 5 but was fo far from regarding them, 
that he ordered the ears and nofes of the ambafla- 
dors v/ho brought them to be cut off, in contempt 
of their Prince and bis authority. Exafperated at this 
infult, the Marattas meditated his ruin, and repeated-? 
ly applied to the Governor and Council of Bombay, 
for the afliftance of their marine force to extirpate 
him. 

The piracies of all the fuccefibrs of Angria, who 
being of his family ftill bore the fame name, great? 
Jy annoyed not only the natives both by fca and land, 
but alfb all European and Moors fhips, going down 
that coafl. As they put the Eaft India company 
to a continual expence in keeping a marine force at 

Bombay, 
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Bombay, to protea; their own and all Englifli country 
fliips, the deftru-aion of fo troublefome a neighbour 
had been the objed of the government of Bombay 
for near fifty years, and immenfe films had been ex- 
pended on expeditions which hitherto had all proved 
fruidefs. Commodore Matthews, in 1722, with hi^ 
fquadron and a fmail Portuguefe army, joined the 
Bfltnbay land and fea forces in an expedition againft a 
fm called Colabley, but this was defeated by the 
treachery, or rattier cowardice of the Portuguefe, who 
patched up a peace with Angria *, and the fhips and 
troops returned to Bombay, except the Shorehant 
man of war, who had her bottom beat out on the 
rocks. I n the year 1751, Commodore Lille being 
Bombay, the Governor propofed to him the redudli- 
on of Geriah ; which he promifed to attempt, as the 
Nanna had engaged to attack the place by land, but 
^ rupture, between the Moors at Aurengabad and the 
iNannk," happened at that time, which put a ftop to 
the enterprize. The Governor being thoroughly per-t 
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that he fhoukl foon be fuperior to whatever could be 
brouglit againfc him in the Indian feas. in the year 
^755? 2 .t a time when the grsateit part of the com- 
paiiy''s forces were abient on iervice, the Adarattas 
Ectiiied that they were then diipoled to jom in the 
necellary bufinefb of humbling this common enemy, 
fo ihrraidable to the whole Malabar coaft. Commo- 
dore James, who was commarder in chief of their 
marine foice h: India, being then at Bombay, failed 
on the 2 ;d of March, in me Protector of forty-four 
guns, with the Sr/aiiow of iixteen guns, and the Vi- 
per and 'rriumph bomb velTels, being all the force 
that could be colleded together at that time. 

The next day he faw off Rajapore feven tail of An- 
gria’s grabs and eleven galiivats, and chafed them to 
the fouthward ; aiiv: the day after, the Maratta’s fleet 
came out of Chouie, and joining the Commodore 
with feven grabs and fixty galiivats, proceeded to 
Commoro bay, where they Ended, and trifled away 
thirty hours •, for it is iifual with them to land fre- 
qiientiy, as they are prohibited by their religion to 
eat on board, and aitb enjoined wafliing, and other 
ceremonies, which can only be performed on fhore. 
Landing again the next day, they received intelligence 
that Angria's fleet was in the Itarbour of Severndroog. 
The Commodore at [engtii brought up his dilatory 
aflbdates; and immediattiy upon, his. approach, which 
■was o!i the apih, Angria's flee-t flipt their cables, and 
runout to fea, the- galiivats towing their larger vefl'els. 
This gave them a great advantage over our fhips, as 
there was little wind. The chafe continued from 
break of day till the afternoon ; and it was obfervable, 
that our friends the Iviarattas, v/ho being light, and 
built floaty for failing large, and in light gales, and 
who had, during all the preceding days, failed better 
than a.iy of our veffeis, were now all aftern, while 
their countrymen fhewed a dexterity in their flight, 
which we - could not but admire. They threw out 
eveiv ihi.ag to lighten tiieir veileis with amazing in- 
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and readinefs, and fpreading all the fails they 
;ro\vd on the yards, they faftened to^ the fag- 
;heir garments, qniks, and even their mibans 
ed to catch every breath of air. By this 
avre they gained their point, and drew the ^voni- 
e fo far from his ftation, that he was obliged 
over the chafe and return to 
; fortrels, which bore that name, 
iiland within muiliet-r..„. -f .. 

.0 more than two 


Severndroog 

was fituated 
•fhot; of the main land, 
fathom and an half iii^ the 
iVich. It is ftrongly, but not regularly fortiaed, 
the oreateft part of the works being cut out of the 
iblid” rock, and the reft built with ftones ten or 
t^^•elve feet fquare ; on the baftions were fafty-four 
runs. The largeft of the forts on the mam land 
is called fort Goa, built in the iame manner, with large 
fnuare ftones, and mounting forty guns. The other 
two mounting above twenty guns each, were con- 
ftruaed in a lefs artificial manner, with ftones of 

an irregular fhape. ■ ' , . ' 

On the fecond of April, the Commodore began to 
cannonade and bombard the ifland fort ; but finding 
the walls on the fide where he firfl made his attack, 
of extraordinary ftrengtb, for they were fifty feet high 
and eighteen thick, he moved his ftation to as to reach 
fort Goa with his lower deck guns, while he plyedc^’ 
verndroog with his upper tier: About noon, the 
north-eaft batlion of the latter, and part or the pat U’ 
pet were laid in ruins, when a fiiel! fet file to the 
houfes, which the garriion were prevented from ex- 
tinmiifliinp by the incefiant fire from the round-topi^ 
The wind^ being northerly, communicated the hre ai 
over the fort ; one of their magazine ble\y up, and i 
general conflagration enfued. A multitude of men 
women, and children, running out on the farthe 
fide of the ifland, embarked to boats, but were mof 
of them taken by the Swallow, who was ftationed u 
the fouthward to prevent any iuccours from bemj 
thrown into the ifland on that fide. The Comme 
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dore then turned all his fire on fort Goa ; and after a 
fevere cannonade, the enemy hung out a flag of truce ; 
but the Governor, with tome chofen Sepoys, crofied 
over to Severndroog, which was entirely evacuated 
upon the blowing up of their fecond and grand ma- 
gazine. The Governor was now in pofielilon of the 
ifland fort, and the commodore of the other three ; 
from whence he kept a fmart fire on Severndroog. 
The Gotrernor trufting to the natural ftrength of the 
place, was refolved to maintain it till he fhould re- 
ceive fuccours from Dabul. As this appeared from 
all his anfwers to thefummons and meiTages that were 
fent him, a number of feamen were landed, under co- 
ver of the fire from the (hips and the Ihore, who rcfo- 
lutely ran up to the gates, and being determined to 
carry their point, with their axes cut open the gate of 
the fally port, and procured an entrance with very 
little lofs. 

On the 8 th of April, the Commodore anchored 
off Bancote (now called fort Victoria) the moil nor- 
thern port of any confequence of all Angria’s do- 
minions, which furrendered the next day upon a fum* 
mons. This place the Eaft-India Company, having, 
the free confent of the Marattas, have fince taken 
into their hands, as it is a good harbour, and'' there is 
a great trade for fait and other goods, which are fent 
to that port from Bombay ; and. what is ftili more ef- 
fential, the country about it abounds with cattle, 
which are much wanted for the ufe of the garrifon and 
fquadron at Bombay. Of all provifions, beef is the 
moft difficult to be procured from any part of the 
continent ; for, excepting Rajapore, which joins to 
Bancote, and is poffeffed by Mahometans (being the 
port of the Seedee) the coaft is all inhabited by Gen- 
toos, who never kill any living creature ; and as they 
worfoip the. cow, are particularly forbid by their re- 
ligion tofuffer the death of any kind of cattle. As 
all other places were by treaty to be given up to the 
Marattas, the Commodore caufed the Englilh flag, 
* which 
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which had been hoifted on all the forts for a few days, 
to be ftruck on the nth, and delivered them to be 
garriibned by the Marattas. On the 1 4th he ancho- 
red at Dabu!, with an intention to attack that place; 
but next morning received orders to return to Bom- 
bay, as the feafon was thought to be too far advan- 
ced for him to attempt any thing farther. 

Ti 'fqaaaron under the command of rear Admiral 
Watfon, arrived at Bombay in November following ; 
Whii=? they were cleaning and repairing, Commodore 
James in the Protedor, and the Revenge and Bora- 
bay frigates under his command, was fent to recon- 
noitre Geriah, the capital of Angria’sdon.inions, and 
to found the depths of water at the entrance of the 
harbour ; which fervice he performed, and returned 
to Bombay the laft of December. The Admiral then 
fent the Bridgewater and King-fiiher floop, and fome 
of the company’s armed ihips, to cruize off that port, 
who were joined on the 27th of January, 1756, by 
Commodore James in the Protedor, and Guardian 
frigate, and remained on thisftation till the iithof 
February, when the Admiral and the whole fquadron 
arrived. 

Upon the appearance of the Englifh fleet, Angria, 
who had flattered himfelf that he fhould never fee fo 
large a force upon the coaft, was terrified to fo great 
a degree, that he abandoned his fort in hopes of pur- 
chafing his peace with the Marattas. They knew 
how to make their advantage of his prefent fjtuation 
and perturbation of mind, and immediately turned 
their thoughts to the riches of their prifoner j for as 
fuch they then confidered him ; and that they might 
foleiy poflefs the plunder of the place, infifted on his 
fendirig an order to his brother, who was left in com- 
mand, to put them in pofleffion of the fort. The 
Admiral having information of thefe clandeftine pro- 
ceedings, fent a fummons the next morning to the 
fort 5 and receiving no anfwer, -he weighed in the af- 
ternoon, and flood in to the harboiir in two divifions, 

the 
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the Bridgewater leading that of his Majefty’s iTiips in 
the following order ; Bridgewater, Tyger, Kent, 
Cumberland and Salilbury, with the Protector of foi- 
ty guns, belonging to the Eaft India Company. The 
King’s-filher led thofe of the Company, confifting of 
the Revenge, Bombay, Grab, and Guardian frigates ; 
the Drake, Warren, Triumph, and Viper bomb- 
ketches. As foon as the Blips were properly placed, 
they began fuch a fire as foon fdenced both the bat-^ 
teries and the grabs. About four o’clock a lliell was 
thrown into the Reftoration, an armed Blip taken by 
Angria feme time ago from the Eaft Indb Company, 
which fet her on fire and very foon after his whole 
fleet Blared the fame fare, in the night the Admiral 
landed all the troops, under the command of Colonel 
Clive, fufpecling the enemy would endeavour to let in 
the Marattas; which fuppofuion was verified by a de- 
Terter, who; itifd^^ 

fent orders to his brother, who commanded the gar* 
rifon, on no account to fuffer the Englilh to come in. 
The next morning the Admiral fept a melFage to the 
Commandant, declaring, that if he did not, in an 
hour’s time, deliver up the place, and let the Englifit 
march in, the attack Biould be renewed, and he muft 
then expe^ rip;:quarter.^^-^f^ anfiyertb thisvche-d^ 
iaiceflatibn i’fijl the next;itho;rning ;v;,giv^^ 
that it was not in his power to deliver up the place 
without Angria’s;Ternaiffion, :which;^^ 
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enough to hear diftindtly ; and fixin after they took 
poifeilion of the fort. 

The lofs on boih fides was very inconfiderable ; our 
people found their fafcty in their own bravery and fpi- 
rit, and by^driving the enemy from their works with 
t!ie brifknefs of their fire. Thegarrilon, having once 
abandoned the batteries, were fate in the extraordina- 
ry height and thicknefs of their walls ; for all their 
ramparts which were not hewn out of the folid rock, 
were built of nvafly (tone, at leaft ten feet in length, 
laid endways ; fo that the greateft weight of metai 
made no impreffion, and would never have effeded a 
breach. It is evident, therefore, that the garrifon 
was fubdued by the very terror of fo unufual a 
fire. 

There were found in the place upwards of two hun- 
dred guns, fix brafs mortars, and a very large quanti- 
ty of ammunition of all kinds, and, in money and 
efFedls, above one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds. The grabs, which were burnt, con fitted of 
eight ketches, and one fhip, befides two others which 
were building (one of which was to carry forty guns) 
and a confiderabie number of fmall yeffels called gal- 
livats. 

Colonel Clive, with his troops on fliore, blockaded 
the fort ; and, at the fame time, by his pofition, pre- 
vented the Marauas fro.m getting polleffion of the 
place in a^clandettine manner ; this was proved to be 
their defign, by an offer they made to the Captains 
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was attacking Madura, and had flopped a quantity 
of our clo.h. Mr. Godeheu immediately wrote to 
Nanderauze, requiring him forthwith to ceafe from 
all’ iioftihties, and warning him, withal, that, onlefs. 
he readily confented to reftore every thing that be had 
taken, he mail expeft to be compelled to it by every 
power that had any fenfeof juftice ; and that none of 
his allies could think it confiftcnt with their honour 
to fupport - him in difturbing the prefent tranquilli' 

ty. . . 

At the fame time the King of Tanjore, infilling on 
the reilitution of fome countries which the Poly gar of 
Marava had taken from him at the beginning of the 
war, was on the point of proceeding to hoflilities ; 
but, by our intervention, the Poiygar delivered up the 
countries, and fatisfied the King. 

He then demanded of Tondeman two fmall dif- 
■ trids, which he thought were unjuflly diffevered from 
his kingdom ; for his minifler Monagee, in confi' 
deration of his having been affifted in a favourite en- 
terprize by this Poiygar, had formally made them 
over to him in the name of the King his mafler,' with- 
out his confent or knowledge. Captain Cailhud was 
fent to learn the truth of this matter ; and alfo, if 
polHble, to reconcile the difference. He had firft an 
interview with Monagee, who confefled to him, that 
he had privately made ufe of the feai and authority of 
the King, and had, for a long time, contrived to con- 
ceal this affair from him but, upon being ditgraced 
fome years fince, he had takeii refuge with Tonde- 
raan, and then it was dilcovered : that, fince he had 
been reftored to favour, his mafler had been perpetu- 
ally urging him to endeavour to regain thefe countries j 
and therefore, while the King’s jealouiy of Tonde- 
man fubfifted, though he knew 'the diftrefs of the 
country in maintaining the troops he now kept on foot, 
it was unfafe for him to difmifs them. He then en- 
treated, with tears in his eyes, that the Englifc would 
not forfake him, declaring, that his ruin was inevita- 
ble, 
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ble, unlefs they would find fome way, for the prefent 
at leaf!:, to quiet the King’s impatience. 

This mediation, dextroufly managed by Captain 
Caillaud, who foon after had an interview with the 
King, ferved to prevent hoftilities for a time ; but all 
endeavours for an accommodation would have proved 
ineifeftual, had not the want of money to equip the 
army for the field had the defired effedt of maintain- 
ing peace. 

The Danes, fome time ago, aflced from the King 
of Tanjore an enlargement of their bounds, as part 
of their fort was waflied down with the fea. Being 
refufed their requeft, they marched with two hundred 
Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and fome Peons, 
and attacked two pagodas belonging to the King of 
Tanjore, about three miles from Tranquebar. They 
took one, and attempted the other without fuccefs ; 
for a detachment of horfe and Sepoys having arrived 
there from Tanjore, had attacked the Danes, killed 
them about forty men, and wounded an hundred 
more 5 the reft eicaped to the other pagoda, which 
they were fortifying. Thefe differences were alfb 
referred to, and accommodated by the Governor and 
Council of Madrafs, 

The tranquillity on one fide of the country, was no 
fecurity to our extenfive concerns and intereils in other 
parts. A letter from Mr. De Leyrit, fucceflbr to 
Mr. Godeheu, gave great concern to ail who had at 
heart the true commercial interefts of the fettlements, 
and the duration of the late treaty : but if the letters 
of Mr. De Leyrifwere alarming, how much more 
was to be apprehended from the condud of M. De 
Bulfy, who was every day enlarging the valuable and 
extenfive pofteflions which the French held in the 
north. It was now apparent, that the ufe they had 
been endeavouring to make of their influence over 
the Viceroy, ever fince tlie truce, was to acquire to 
themfelves the dominion of all the provinces of the 
Deckan. They began to manifeft thefe intentions, by 

L 2 ' making 



Salabatzing as might well alarm him. One, among 
others, was, that they fliould be put in pofleffion of 
the fort of Golconda. . . . 

In order to Ihew by what means this important for- 
trefs was faved from falling into the hands of the 
French, who feldomgiveup a point of this nature 
which they have once attempted, it will be necel&ry 
to give a Ihort account of one of thofe rebellions 
which are fo frequent in this country, that they are 
feldom taken notice of but for their confequences. 

It was about this time that Morarow, the Maratta 
freebooter, attempted to make himfelf independent,, 
and to ftrengthen himfelf in the fort of^ Savanore, 
by the concurrence of the Nabob of that diftri£t. Bal- 
lazerow, the chief of the Marattas, prepared to re- 
duce him, as a rebel to that Hate, and applied to the 
Governor of Madrafsfor feme Englifc gunners. Be- 
fore he could receive an anfwer to his letter, Saiabat- 
zing, confidering alfo the Nabob of Savanore as a 
rebel, made it a common cailfe ; and, joining Balla- 
zerow, they foon obliged Morarow to come out of the 
fort and make his {libmiffions ; not forgetting, at the 
feme time, to call the Nabob of Savanore to ac- 
count, for the prcteaion he had given hiiii in his 

fort. : \ 1 V V ■ .: 

Tl-iP Fi-pnnb arcomDanied the Viceroy in this ex- 
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De Buffy, that the countries which had been already 
given him were more than fufficient for the pay and 
expences of his troops, and defired to entertain them 
no longer upon fuch extravagant terms. M. De Bufly 
replied in a haughty ftile to this expoftulation, and on - 
ly grew more preffing in his demands, till Salabatzing 
was obliged to order him immediately to return to 
Pondichery. M. De Buffy was now under a necef- 
fity of withdrawing his forces and he began his 
march, as he pretended, for Maffulipatam, by the 
way of Hydrabad, the capital of Golconda. 

Upon the departure of M. De Buffy, Salabatzing 
wrote to the Governor of Madral^ requefting Ibine 
troops, to prevent the French from infulting him in 
his government. In the mean time, the French having 
cornmitted fome diforders in the countries they were 
paffing through, the Viceroy detached a party of Ma- 
ratta horfe to keep near them on the road, and prevent 
further difturbances. M. De Buffy, however, arri- 
ved fafe at Hydrabad, and took poft with his troops in 
a large houfe in the town, where he had mounted fome 
guns, and prepared to defend himfelf againft an at- 
tack. 

M. De Buffy had fecured a good flock of provifions 
of all forts, by plundering the Bazars ; his force con- 
fifted of four hundred Europeans, and three or four 
hundred Sepoys, and the French had embarked from 
Pondichery four or five hundred men, to be landed 
at Maffulipatam, and to march from thence to luc- 
cour M. De Buffy. The march from Maffulapatam 
to Hydrabad may be reckoned about fiiieen days. 

As the French had made fo large a draft from Pon- 
dichery, there was the lefsdanger to our fettleinents of 
any enterprize from thence ; therefore it wa^v agi ecCi, 
that about four hundred Europeans, including the train 
of artillery, and four hundred Sepoys, might be Cent 
with fafety to the affiftance "of Salabatzing : for al- 
though M. De Bully, if he fhould be joined by all 
the detachments fent from Pondichery, would have 

L 2 near 
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near one thoufand men, yet, as he had no black 
troops, he would be liable to be continually harrailed 
and'ftarved, while our party, joined by fifty thoufand 
horfe, had no fuch difficulties to apprehend. Sala- 
batzing had himfelf pointed out the road by which our 
detachment Ihould march, and lent orders to all the 
Polygars and other officers refiding in the adjacent 
countries, to furnifh fufficient provifions. 

Every thing being thus fettled, the ncceifary prepara- 
tions were making for the march of tlie troops, when 
the nev\s came of the furrender of ColTembuzar and 
the danger of Calcutta 
vice, Major Killpatrick was 
fifty men for Bengal. 

Salabatzing, ' ■ - 

detachment to Bengal, to continue the 
Golconda, v,hen the account came of 
cutta and all the fubordinate fadorf 
fity of re eftablilhing the fettlemenis i 
ceded every other conhderation : I — 
folved, in this mofl critical jundure, 
red Europeans, 


Immediately upon this ad- 
fent with two hundred and 
Frelb applications came from 
and i” was refoUed, notwithftanding the 
■’ expedition to 
e of thelofs of Cal- 
b\or ies. T he necef- 
in Bengal fuper- 
therefore : it was re- 
to fend fix hun- 

and a thoufand Sepoys, 'under the 

command of Colonel Clive, for that important fer- 
vice, which was fo happily effeded. 

As the Englifh were thus prevented from fupport- 
ingthe Viceroy in hismeafures, he was obliged to al- 
ter his refolutions, and finding that M. De Buffy was 
joined by five hundred Eurosieans under Mr. Law, 
he ibon hearkened to terms of accommodation ^ and 
the French were again admitted into the fervice of 

Salabatzing. , , . . . , 

In confequenceof this, about the beginning of the 
next year, the fadorics of Ingeram, Banclermalanka, 
and Vizagapatam, were taken by the enemy. As 
thefe events were not unforefeen, immediately upon 
the re-commencement of hoftilities, the greateft part 
of the Company’s effeds were fhipped off, particular- 
ly from the two former places. The latter was by 
no means provided to refill: lo large a force as M. De 

Butty 
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Buffy brought againftit: For hepafled theChicacoie 
the 20th of June with fix hundred Europeans and 
fixthoufand Sepoys, and thirty pieces of cannon. He 
had alfo obliged the Raja to furnilb him with four 
thoufand pikemen. The garrifon confifled of one 
hundred and forty Europeans, and four hundred' and 
twenty Sepoys and Topafl^ 

On the 24th, about three in the afternoon, a large 
party of horfe being the van of the arnay, approached 
the town, in order to take a view of forae of the 
out-works but being fired at from the Black-Rock 
battery, retired to a great diftance. Next morning 
the whole army was come up within two miles, and 
a confiderable party encamped very near the town. 
In the afternoon M. De Buffy fent the following fum- 
mons to the Chief ofthe fadfory. • 

SIR, French Camp, June 25, 1757. 

« It is, I believe, needlefs to tell you what bring.? 
“ me before your ^ace; but I think it neceffary to 
acquaint you of it, by fummoning you to furren- 
“ der it up, and not expofe your felf and your gar- 
“ rifon by a raiftaken bravery, to all the fury which 
follows an al&ult or efcalade an evil which 1 fiiould 
“ not be able to put a flop to, having in my army 
barbarous and undifeiplined nations. 

“ You will avoid this in furrendering, and may de- 
pend upon all the good treatment and generoluy, 
on which my nation piques itfelf in fuch a cafe, and 
prticularly, Sir, 

« Your moft humble and 

Moft obedient fervant, 

“DE BUSSY.*’ 
La AcapiuiSa* 
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A capitulation was accepted, in which it was agreed 
to deliver up the place, the fortifications, the artillery, 
marine, and- military ftores, arms, (hip ftores, &c. 
to the Company of France as alfo all that fhould be 
found in the different magazines belonging to the Eng- 
liih Company. 

The Chief, the Council, and all tbofe employed in 
the Englilh Company’s fervice, the Oiffcers and all 
others. Doth civil and military, to be prifoners of war 
on their parole. 

All the (oldiers. Tailors, and other Europeans, to 
be priioners, as long as the war (hould continue be- 
tween the King of France and the King of England, 
or till they (hould be exchanged. 

The Capture of this place gave the French the en- 
tire poffeffion of the coaft from Ganjam to Mauulipa- 
tam. 

While the affairs in the north took this unfavour- 
able turn, the Company received very little benefit 
from the fouthern provinces, which were thought to 
have been peaceably eftabliflied. 

In March, 1756, advice was received from the 
Nabob, that the Folygars, who were united againft 
h’is brother Mauphus Cawn, had obtained feveral ad- 
vantages over his troops, and had blocked up a large 
party in a ftrong fort, between Madura and Tinne- 
velly. He requefted that an European force might 
be Cent to fupport his brother. It being thought im- 
prudent at that time to part with any number of Eu- 
ropeans from Fort St. George, or to give the French a 
pretence formarching to the afilftance of thole fafti- 
ous Polygars, Mahomed Ifout Cawn, the Nelloure 
Subadar who had a commiifion as commander over 
all the Company Sepoys) was fent with a thoufand 
Sepoys and the Coffree Company from Trichinopo- 

Jy- 

The day before he began his march, advice was re- 
ceived that Mauphus Cawn had obtained a compleat 
victory over the rebels, killed the General, and two 

thoufand 
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thoufand Colleries, and taken three hundred horfe, 
with all the baggage, guns,' and fome elephants; the 
battle was fought within feven miles of Tinnevelly. 
This viftory was lb far from producing the quiet which 
might naturally be expedted from it, that it ferved on- 
ly to enable Mauphus Cawn to put in execution the 
defign he had all along entertained, of making himfelf 
independent of his brother and his allies. He accord- 
ingly began to ftir in the Tinnevelly province ■, having 
already, under falfe and frivolous pretences, obliged 
our Sepoys to leave the fortrefs of Madura. He could 
then no longer conceal his intentions, and therefore, 
without pretending to diiguife them, he put hirafeif at 
the head of his troops, refolving to oblige Ifouf Cawn 
entirely to quit the country, as he had already driven 
him out of Madura. 

In the beginning of the year 1757, Captain Cail- 
laud, who then commanded in Trichinopoly, was 
ordered to march from thence to the affiflance of 
Ifouf Cawn, with one hundred and twenty Europeans, 
five hundred Sepoys, and two pieces of cannon. As 
Madura was now in the pofleffion of the enemy, he 
was obliged to take a large circuit to get into the 
Tinnevelly province by another road. Mauphus 
Cawn, did all in his power to oppofe his march, but 
tonopurpofe; for, on the 17th of March, Captain 
Caiilaud reached Tinnevelly, and joined Ifouf Cawn. 
His army then confifted of a few more Europeans 
and Sepoys, three additional pieces of artillery, and 
about five or fix hundred cavalry With this force he 
marched in queft of Mauphus Cawn, whofe troops 
confining of cavalry, eafily made their elcape among 
the woods. Captain Caiilaud, knowing it was in vain 
to purfue them in that country, employed himfelf 
more ufefully, in fettling accounts with the renter, 
and remitting Ibme money to the Company after he 
had provided for the payment of the army. 


Having 
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Having finifhed this neceffary preliminary, he 
marched the beginning of May for Madura, the 
conqueft of which was of the greateft coniequence to 
the affairs of the two provinces, and arrived before 
it the twelfth of May. It is a large town, fortified in 
the old way, with two walls, and round towers at pro- 
per diftances for flanking, and a ditch. 

Mauphus Cawn had a garrifon there, and on hear- 
ing of the march of our troops, he threw in another 
reinforcement ; fo that in all, they had eight or nine 
hundred cavalry, and about three thoufand black 
infantry, moft of them with fire- arms, fourteen pieces 
of cannon, with powder and ammunition in plenty. 
Captain Caillaud had no artillery with him ; he there- 
fore fent to Trichinopoly for feme battering cannon ; 
and, in the mean time, was making all the neceflary 
preparations for the attack, when he received a letter 
from the Prefidency of Madrafs, acquainting him 
that the French were in motion, their intentions not 
known, but fufpeded to be againft Trichinopoly ; 
that, if this was confirmed to him, he was, before all 
things, to confult the fafety of that place. 

He did not, however, think it neceflary, upon a meer 
report, to abandon his enterprize, but refolved to 
wait; and, in the mean time, made his difpofitions 
for the worft that could happen ; but as the call for 
his forces might be hidden, he took a refolution to 
make himfelf mafler of Madura by furprize ; he wiis 
the rather encouraged to it, by obferving a place 
which feeraed to him, on reconnoitring, very fit for 
an efcalade. The ditch was dry, the firft wall very 
low, and, by intelligence from within, he knew it was 
thinly guarded ; he therefore made all necefiary pre- 
parations for the attempt. 

Every thing went on at firft with extraordinary fuc- 
cefs i the advanced party, with their ladders, had got 
over the firft \vall unpeiceived and unheard, aqd were 
nullina over the longer ladders, to mopnt the inner 
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wall. The unavoidable noife ot their arms and im- 
plements, the grating of the ladders againft the walls, 
together with the breaking of one of them, alarmed 
the centry, who immediately challenged and fired. 
The guard which was neareft hoifted fome blue lights 
(a compofition they make in that country, of lulfhur 
and antimony, which throws an exceeding clear light 
all around) by which they fa w. the affailants cloie under 
the wall, preparing for the efcalade, and many mere 
on tlie glacis, ready to fupport them ; the main body 
was in a hollow way, out of their fight, but within 
two liundred yards of the wall. The alarm v/as given 
in an inftant, and they began to fire very fmartly from 
the walls ; none of the troops lay far from their polls, 
fo that the fire encreafed every minute, therefore the 
retreat was ordered, and performed with a very in- 
confiderable iofs ; which was the more extraordinary, 
as the men were fo much expofed. 

Captain Caillaud received a letter that very day 
from the Prefidency, to inform him, that they did not 
imagine the French haddefigns onTrichinopoly, from 
the late intelligence received of their motioris ; and 
that they had fent from Fort St. George a fmall rein- 
forcement to that garrifon : he therefore thought he 
might have time to finifh the fiege, when the heavy 
cannon fhould arrive, and had given diredlions to the 
officer who commanded in his abfence at Trichinopo- 
ly, to fpare no money nor pains for good intelligence, 
that he might be in time apprized of the enemy’s de- 
figns and motions : but, notwithftanding thefe pre- 
cautions, the firft intelligence he received was, that the 
French were in fight of Trichinopoly ; however, as 
his orders obliged him to hold his troops in readinefs 
againft all events, his difpofitions were made accord- 
ingly, and he began his march immediately on receiv- 
ing the news. He left behind him a good \ art of his 
army to blockade the place, taking with him ail the 
Europeans, and one thoufand of the beft Sepoys, with 
four days provifions in their knapfacks. 

■ Madura 
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Madura is an hundred miles from Trichinopoly, 
and the French, under the command of M. D’Au- 
teuil, had then invefted the place. They had nine 
hundred men in battalion, three or four thouland Se- 
poys,about one hundred European, cavalry and huflars, 
and a much greater number of the country horfe. It 
was no fmall difficulty to get into the town, as the ene- 
my knew of his march, and made, as they thought, 
a difpofuion that could not fail of preventing him. 
Captain Caillaud was aware, that, it any misfor- 
tune (hould befal his party, Trichinopoly muft inevi- 
tably be loft ; but he had an advantage in his know- 
ledge of the country, and alfo of the proper methods 
of procuring intelligence. He had by this means a 
true account of the difpofitions of the French. 

They had formed therafelves in four divifions which 
made a chain quite a-crofs the plain, in the front of 
which their cavalry was advanced, and divided into 
fmall parties, to poffefs the roads and pofts all round. 
One part they had neglected, as thinking it imprac- 
ticable for troops to march that way : it was a ^tact of 
land extending about nine miles to the weft of the 
town, wholly confifting of plantations of rice. As 
the grain will not grow in this country, unlelsthe fcii 
be overflowed with water, the fields muft of confe- 
quence be one continued ftough, through which it is 
impoffible to march without being above the knee m 
mud at each ftep. Captain Caillaud finding, as has 
been faid, every other avenue flopped, refolved to 
take his rout by this difficult, and therefore unluipeOt- 
ed, way. About two in the afternoon he let out on 
the diredt plain road, and continued to purfue the fame 
courfe for Ibme miles : this he did to deceive the ene- 
my, and prevent the danger of a difcqvery, if it 
ftiould have happened that they had any fpies among 
our people. At the clofe of the evening he ftruck 
out of the road, and about ten o’clock got into the 
rice fields, and, for. the next feven hours, the troops 
purfued their fatiguing march, till the long wifh 
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day appeared ; they were then within cannon fliot of 
the fort, which they foon reached, with no fmalljoy 
and fatisfaftion. Captain Caillaud had previoufly de- 
tached two companies of Sepoys to the right, in order 
to give the enemy an alarm that way, and ftiil keep 
up their attention on that fide. Thofe two compa- 
nies executed their orders perfedly well, fet the enemy 
in motion, and then retired to the woods, from 
whence they eafiiy found their way into the town the 
following night. 

The french could not at firft believe the party was 
got in, but were foon convinced of it, and that very 
nio-ht repaired the river, and went on the ifland of Se- 
ringham. M. D’Auteuil was greatly blamed for his 
bad manoeuvre, and ordered to return toPondichery : 
upon his arrival there the command of the army was 
takerrfrom him. 

The manner in which the French came fo unexpec- 
tedly upon Trichsnopoly is too artful to be palTed over 
unnoticed. _ ^ 

The declaration of w’ar in Europe had to_ this time 
produced very little alteration in the, affairs of the 
Coafc ; for, after parting with lb qonilderable a portbn 
of our ftrength for the Bengal expedition, which re- 
duced us to an equality with Pondichery, we could 
not hope to obtain, by a commencement of hoftilities, 
any advantage equivalent to the expence of taking 
the field ; and therefore our endeavours had been to 
preferve the tranquillity of the province, to the end 
that the colledion of the revenues, in wdiich the Com- 
pany had now fo great a concern, might not be inter- 
rupted, and the French receiving no fupplies from 
Europe to render them greatly fuperior to us, had re- 
mained allb quiet ; reafoning, no doubt, upon the 
{ame Drinciules. At laft, upon the arrival of two 
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companies, for fear of giving each other alarm, for- , 
bore to quell the irregulari ties of the petty Governors 
by force of arms, thofe turbulent chiefs, who knew 
no other law than the fword, had made continual in- 
vafions on the countries adjacent to their little forts, 
and grievoufly opprefled the inhabitants with their de- 
predations and exaftions, 

Theyhadpraftifed thefe outrages, with impunity, 
for the reafons abovementioned, and npight ftill have 
continued the fame, but that the French, to conceal 
their intended furprize of Trichinopoly, chofe to give 
out that M. D’Auteuil, who marched firft with only 
two hundred men, had no other purpofe than to de- 
mand fatisfaftion of Meer Saib, the Governor of El- 
lavanafore, for ravages he had committed on feme of 
their neighbouring villages. The more efFedually to 
difotuife their real defigns, they aaually advanced near 
the fort of Eliavanafore, and being repulfed by Meer 
Saib might have paid dear for then attempt, had not 
that refolute Chief received a wound, of which he 
died a few Days after. The confternation his death 
occafioned, being increafed by a reinforcement which 
M. Auteuil received from Pondichery, determined 
Meer Saib’s brother to abandon the fort, and the 
French took poffeffion of it the 13th of April. For 
the fame purpole, alfo, they pretended difputes with 
Worriarpollam, and other places lying on that road. 

M. Dauteuil, leaving a fmall garrifbn at Ellavana- 
fbre, moved with the body of the array, firft, to V er- 
dachilum, where beingjoined by a reinforcement liom 
Pondichery, Karical, and all their other garrilbns, _ he 
marched the 4th of May and encamped near Worriar- 
pollam, and on the 7 th made an attack upon one of 
the paffes of the woods, hut was repulfed. He then 
accommodated matters with the Poiygars, who were 
mafters of thofe paffes, on the promife cf a fum of 
money ; and moved on with iuch expedition, that an 
advanced party encamped near Seringham the i ath 1 
and on the 13th M. D’ Auteuil croffed the river with 

the 
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the whole army, and took poft at Worriour, a pagoda 
two miles and a half weft of Tricbinopoly. 

The defigns of the French, which had been fug- 
gefted by private intelligence, were now too apparent ; 
therefore, on the 1 1 th of April, a reinforcement of 
fifty men were ordered from Fort St. David, to march 
with all fpeed to Tricbinopoly. 

The great oonfequence of that place, from the 
ftrength of the fortification, the large tradt of coun- 
try it commands, as it may be called the key to Ma- 
dura and Tinnevelly, and, above all, the number of 
four hundred French prifoners which were there con- 
fined, determined the Prefidency of Madrals, upon 
the firft news of the march of the e'nemy from Wor- 
riarpollam, to make all the efforts in their power for 
its fafety. They could take their meafures with the 
lefs rilque, fince the French had drained all their gar- 
rifons fo far, that Pondichery itfeif v/as left with very • 
few Europeans fit for duty : therefore,, having already 
fent a detachment from- Fort St. David to Trichonopo- 
ly, in order to caufe a diverfion they prepared three 
hundred Europeans to march from Madrals, with five 
hundred Ssapoys, to bejoined by a party under Colo- 
nel Forde. The Colonel' had been fent, at the requeft 
of the Nabob, againft his * brother, NazeabullaCawn, 
Governor of Nelloure ; who having refufed to be ac- 
countable tor his arrears, had entered into a correfpon- 
dence with the French Chief at Malfulipatara, and 
procured from him an afliftance of feventy or eighty 
military, and fome Sepoys. Abdul Vahab C .awn, who 
was left there with the Nabob’s troops, not being able 
to collesft money to pay them, was obliged to come 
away, fo that NazeabullaCawn had the entire poffefllou 
of the country. He had not admitted the hrench par- 
ty into the fort, but kept them with his army, which 
he then employed in fubduing thh neighbouring Poly- 
gars. it was to be feared they would find m oppor- 
tunity of taking--pofiellion of the fort^ unlcfs we toc,>k 
fbme fteps to prevent them j for NazeabullaCawn, iu 
. ■ fetiirn 

• He w*s a natural fcn of the Nabob’s father. 
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return for the affiftance received from the French, had 
already made over to them fome fhare of his country, 
and particularly the ports of Ramahatam and Kiftna- 
patam ; places with which the Madrars-merchants have 

a confiderable commerce. ' 

Colonel Forde was ordered to Nelloure with a de- 
tachment of one hundred Europeans, fifty CofFrees. 
and three hundred Sepoys; with two held pieces, one 
eighteen-pounder, and three royals. The Sepoys 
were fent over-land to Kiftnapatam, and Colonel 
Forde proceeded by fea, with the reft of the detacli- 
ment, for the fame place, where he difembarked the 
the troops, and was joined by the Sepoys, and Abdul 
VahobCawn; who, after the uluai delays of tnole 
people, fupplied him, at laft, with bullocks and other 

nec&aries for his march. 

The fort Pf Neiioure, which is twelve miles from 
Kiftnapatam, is about twice as large as Madrafs. It 
has five gates, two large and three fmall ones, and is 
furrounded by a mud wall, which is very broaa at the 
bottom, and about three feet thick on the top of the 
rampart. It is almoft furrounded by a dry ditch, ex- 
cept on the north fide, where is a river, which in the 
rainy feafon only, has water in it. 

C’olonel Fords having battered tne fort three days, 
at length made a pradicable breach on the 5th of 
May, and began the aflault at break ui the 

folbwing order : The CofFrees, Enfign Elliot at their 
head, marched with great refouuion to the foot of the 
breach, three companies of Sepoys followed them 
very clofe till they came- within fixty paces of the 
breach, and then lay down in a ditch, and could not 
be got to advance a ftep farther, fo that the i-Liirope- 
ans were obliged to march over them to the breach ; 

where joining the CofFrees, they^ advanced to the top 

of it • but were fo warmly received by the people m 

the fort, with pikes, 'firelocks,and ftones, that it was 

• iropoffible for them to get over, in this fituation the 
fight was continued three quarters of an hour, and 


■im 
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tl-.en t!ie Sepoys ran away as faft as diey could to‘ 
wards cur battery. The Colpne!,' fjow convinced 
that nothing could be done with hla force, deferred 
by die Sepoys, againilfo gallant a, defence, ordered a 
retreat, which was condudled with fuch good orders, 
that not a man was hurt after they had Ldt the at-* 
tack ; but, while they continued in the breacli, the 
aftion was uncommonly brilk! Our jpeople behaved 
with great relblution, and had forty killed and wouikU 
ed, with about fifty Coffrees and . Sepoys : all thefe 
men wei-e wounded in fuch a manner as to be render- 
ed unfit for prefent aaion ; but there were fcarce any 
ot the affailants who came off without bruiles and 
contiifions, from ttoaes, pikes, or, clubs ; for, with 
fuch weapons, numbers of the people in the place op- 
pofed and greatly incommoded them. 

Colonel Forde, having no dependance on any but 
his own people, and tboie being greatly reduced, and 
alfo great part of the ammumtiqn expended, he {top- 
ped all further proceedings till he heard from the 
Prefidency of .Madrafs, whom he immediately ac- 
quainted with the foregoing particulars, • At the time 
thefe advices arrived at Madrafs, the French were 
encamped nearer to liiat place than our troops would 
be when before Neliour ; therefore it was judged more 
prudent to give up that undertaking, than to hazard 
a detachment to the northward 5 whereas, by march- 
ing to the fbuthwaref, they could at once prevent the 
dofigns of the enemy on Trichinopoly, and ferve as 
a barrier between them and Fort St. George j there- 
fore they fent out tiiree hundred Europeans to the 
Ibiithward, and difpatched orders to Colonel Forde to 
join them with all his force. 

While the neceftary preparations were making for: 
tlie march of the forces from Madrafs, Captain Polief 
was' ordered from Chengalaput'and Carangoly, to en- 
deavour to reduce Outremaloiu*, a _,fortl poflefled by 
the .French, fituate about' fifteen roiles.fi-om Chifnga-, 
kput,,,and' eight from Carahgoly.' 'On the approach 
. M . - ' , of 
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of the party from Carangoly, the French garrifon, 
which confifteS only of Sepoys, abandoned the fort 
before Captain Polier’s arrival : he left aoout forty 
Sepoys in charge of it, and then returned towards 
Chensalaput, near to which he encamped, m readt- 
nefs to join the army from Fort St. George. By this 
time the French garrifon of Allumparva, being rem- 
fprced by fea from Pondichery, fo as to make up about 
one hundred Europeans and Topalles, and three hun- 
dred Sepoys, marched from thence, and retook Ou* 

Colonel Adlercron refolving to command in perfon 
the intended expedition for the relief of Ti ichinopoly , 
inarched from Fort St. George the 26th •, and, left the 
French redoubts of Waldour and Villenour Ihould 
caufe any delay in his paffing by the diredf toad to 
Fort St^'D^vid, he took the rout of Ciiengamput and 
Wandewafe ; and as he judged it neceffary to halt at 
fome place for Colonel Forde to come up with his par- 
ty, it was recommended to him to employ that fpare 
timein:afecond redudion of Outremalour, and in 
deraolilhing that fort. It was hoped that riiey might 
then be .abie to garrifon Chengalaput and Carangoly, 
in fiich manner as to cover all thofe diftrids ; which, 
thus proteded, would bring a confiderable revenue 
to the Company. On the approach of Colonel Ad- 
lercron, the garrifon evacuated the place and threw) 

themfelves into Wandewafii. - . 

While the Colonel was detained at Outremalour, ir 
deftroying the fortiftations of that place,' he receivec 
letters from the Prefidency, to acquaint him, that 
fince Capt. Caillaud had lucceeded in throwing luo 
cours into Trichinopoly, they were no longer in pan 
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had pitid the Nabob no tribute fince the year 17525 
and alfo, during that, time had been a coiiftant favourer 
of the French, v/lio, under cover of .that fort, had 
been enabled to make the mofl; fuddeh incurfions into 
all die diftrifts of the Arcot province.. The redudi- 
■OQ of this fortrefs w'ould not only have prevented this 
inconvenience for the future, but the place itfeif would 
have been of the utmofl: confequence to the Nabob 
and his allies, as being produftive of large revenues, 
.and aUb capable of ferving as a barrier for the neigh* 
boiiring countiies. 

, Colonel Adlercron marched witb^tjie army on the 
gth of June to Wandewaft, and. the.hext day entered 
tire town ; bur, before the iieavy cannoa could conre 
up, the sreateR- nart of the French armv from Tri* 
chinopoly reached Pondiclsery, and marched out again 
to ihe relief of W andewafli ; whereupon- Coionti A d 
lercron, judging it impradj cable to execute the plan 
which had been couderted at iVladrafs, ' re&lved to, 
wait for diredions from thence-; and, in tbe mean, time,! 
withdretv from the towfi, and encamped a few miles 
O-fE The Prefidency, being feniible that tire-colleded 
force of the Frencir would exceed otir numbers, could 
not reaibnabiy ]r(,.pe - to- obtain any xoriiidevabls- 
adv.tntagc by keeping the field, and vvere’ therefore 
defi-rous of patting an cad to the cxpence; accord- 
ingly, they wiote to Oupnel Aclercrbn to return with 
the army to Madra.s. They imagined chat the French 
would a, lib ccMiiidct, that our ibree was iulficient to 
obilrutR any attempt on their fid^and would there- 
fore recall their troops to Pondichery! ' 

Before Colonei Adlercron begaa-his march for Ma- 
drais the, enemy’s army had reached Wandewafli ; and, 
a very few hours after he left Gutrera-alottr,' a- party 
of French took poffeirion of it.' Nor.yithftanding the 
enemy moved fo ciofe after -him. Colonel ikllercron 
neither adviled the Prefidency of their .proce^ciings, nor 
watt.ed to ftop their progrefe, bLft:Cdnt.mucd his march 
towards Madrars ; the cortlequciice of .which , was,' 
Mg, diat, 
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that, on the very day he left Chengalap’ 
a forced march from Outremal<jur to 
plundered the town, and attacked the t 
pagoda •, which was, however, io well 
Seneant and two companies of Sepoy 
were repulfed, with the !ois of an omce 
ropeans killed, and about ten wounded 
news reached Madrafs the army was 
fix miles of that place. The GoTCrno 
thought it highly neceffary they Inouk 
march again, to protect their poilelhor 
devaftations. 

Colonel Lawrence, who on every > 
the moft earneft diipoinion to contnb 
to the advancement of 
to join, the army as a 
imagined ' , . 

adhon, his intention was to proce. 

fram^ixt St. 

Afterwards, when the French 
chinopoly and 

ed to embark with all the men 
from Fort St, David, and to lahd at 
to join the army in the moft expedn.. 
ing fenfible how much • I — 
would contribute to the regu 
‘ of the army, and judging 
from air danger, 
the other fide, the Prefidency appr 
pofal, and Colonel W 
Sadrafs, with about one 
June, threedays after the 
, he joined on i' ‘ 

The.army 
took poffi the 1 01 
The French were 
f)fora Wandewafe. 

. difcohtente^* which a' 
tbil, and, our men were 


operations, oficred 

^ and, when it was 

‘Shmopoly would'have been the fcene of 

• ■ - -»,ed with the troops 

David ^ the "defence of tlmt pl||. | 
~ army returned from TfH;:: 
were collected at Wandewalh, he o£bf| 
that could be ipared 
■ ; Sadrafs, in order 

litiousrrahh^,iv' 
fesbtelities ah|Sppefi«n^t::' 
;gulation andi^^dd tbhbw^^: 
Fort St. David to be free 
as the whole French force was on 
- “roved of this pro- 
.wrence accordingly landed near 
hundred men, the 2 ad ot 

march of the army ; which 

the other fide of Chengalaput. 
then advanced towards the enemy, and 
,h of July within four miles ot them, 
ftrongly intrenched about a.hwje 
As their troops were manite tiy 
ppeared by their frequent deier- 
' ' all in gddd fpirits and^ eager 
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for an engagement, all poflible endeavours were ufed 
fo induce the enemy to come out of^ their entrench- 
ments. On the 1 7th fome of the Nabob’s horfe, flip- 
porteti by a fmail party of Europeans, were Tent with-’ 
in canno'n ftot of their camp, in hopes that a de- 
tachment would be lent out againft them, and a gene- 
ral aitioo brought on by that means, but all was in 
vthu ; and, as tht-ir entrenchments were defended by 
fevera! batteries^, and they had a great fuperiority allb 
in the number of their troops, it was judged that they 
could not- be attacked in fuch a poft without too great 
hazard. The continuance of the army in their en- 
campment in this ftate of inaction, was only a ufelefs 
excence ; therefore, to reduce it as far as prudence 
would admit. Colonel Adlercron was defired to fend 
part of the army to Chengalaput and Carangoly, and 
the remainder to Conjeveram. This place, being 
fituated in the center of our poffefEops, was a conve- 
nient illation for the troops to rriove from, whichever 
way the eaterprizes of the enemy might make it ne- 
celiary.-- _ , ' , _ ' . 

The enemy remained aloout Wandewafh till the 
20th or September, when they moved againfl: Chette- 
put with a body of eighteen hundred Europeans. Ni- 
zar Mahomed Cawn, aflifted with a Serjeant and fix- 
teen men from Fort St. George, defended the place 
to the laft extremity, and even after the enemy had 
got poireffion of the fort he fought them in the 
flreets till he was killed v/ith a nmfket ball ; his fami- 
ly then dellroyed ihemfeives, ana a vaft flaughterwas 
made among his troops. This obftinate defence cofl: 
the befiegers alfo a great number of men. ' : 

The French withdrawing from the neighbouliood 
of Trichinopoly, left Captain Caillaud at liberty to; 
proceed for the reduction of Madura •, but, as ther 
enemy found employment for all the troops that could 
be fparedfrom Madrafs, it was impolfible tp reinforce 
him with fuch a ftretlgth as fliould ficure himifuccels,' 
‘ ^ . M q - ■. Without 
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Without waiting for farther fuppiies, he took witis 
him fucb a force as he thought might be fpared from 
Trichinopoly without 'weakening the garrifon too 
much, and marched the 27 th of June vdth ninety mili- 
tary, four hundred Sepoys, and two twenty four poun- 
ders-, withthefe he joined Lieutenant Rumbold, who 
had maintained his poft before Mad'ura with the Cof- 
frees and Sepoys left und^ r his comraand.^ It took up 
fome days to make the necelfary preparations for erec- 
ting a battery,' which was opened on the 9th, and a 
breach made before noon. Captain Caillaud thought 
it advifeable to affault the breach without delay, left 
the befieged fliould throw up 4 ome works within da- 
ting the night. , , , . , 

The dilpofition being made, he began the attack at 
two in the afternoon ; but the breach was lo vigoroul'' 
ly defended, that the be ft of his troops were either 
killed or. dUabkd in the attempt the reft fell back, 
,^nd it was jmpoffibleto prevent a general retreat, or to 
per&ade the rem'ains of the army to a fecond attack i 
neither was it advifeable, at a time when the befieged 
were 'elated with having killed ami wounded, upon 
this occ'afioil, jjetween thirty a'ud forty iimopeausand 
CofFrees, and a hundred Sepoys, 

Captain Caillaud refoiviug to wail for an opportuni- 
ty to renew his attempt, in the mean time, made tht 
proper difpofitions for reducing the place by famine ■ 
but as this method mig’at take up fo much time as tc 
prolong his ftay till the arrival of the brench fleet, ht 
eagerly^ caught at the firft opening for a treaty, anc 
though the propoi’als of Mauphus Cawifts people wen 
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draw the troops from the Tinevelly country, and Cap- 
tain Caiilaud returned to Trichinopoly i leaving a 
large garrifon of Sepoys at Madura, under the com- 
mand of Ifouf Cawn. 

Mauphus Cawn being now matter of all the reve- 
nue of Tinevelly, the diftridts of Madura alone \vtre 
not fufficient to defray the expence of maintaining the 
fort . ■ _ 

The coaft was at this time in danger of being di- 
fturbed by other powers as well as the French! 

The Marattas, who are continually traverfing thefe 
immenfe countries with their vaft bodies of horfe, in 
a moft incredible manner, having, within the kfttwo 
years, conquered large diftrids in many diftant parts 
of the Deckan, had alfo entered the kingdom of Maif- 
fore, and at each time carried away upwards of thirty 
lack of roupees. The Nanna Balazerow, in his return, 
poffelled himfelf of the fort and country of Serah, the 
next province to Cadapah. He left Balaventerow, his 
General, with about eight thouland horfe, atCa- 
danattarh, a place about eighty miles from Arcot. Fiis 
orders , were to demand the Chout of the Arcot and 
Trichinopoly countries, which had been unpaid foir 
fome years paft. For this purpofe he Cent a Vakeel to 
the Nabob, and another to Pondichery, Balazerow 
made a demand of forty lack of roupees; but, upon 
the reprefentation of the Nabob, who defcribed to the 
Vakeel the ftate, of his country for fome years patt, 
and .allured him that not only the whole revenues of 
the dittrids in his poiTeltion, but every roupee he 
could borrow befides, had been fpent in oppoling the 
defignsof the French, who would, otherwife have Ihb- 
diied the whole Carnaticfc, the Vakeel reducl^ the 
demand to three lack and, upon the NaboNs far- 
ther inftances, to two lack and a half, one half tube 
paid immediately,, the other iii one month, , The Na- 
bob thought this a more reafenable aecommoda- 

Ma «o» 
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remonftrances of very little weight, the Nabob ha- 
ving abfolureiy engaged with Amoortarow, before he 
left Arcot, to pay the fum of two hundred and fifty 
thnufand roupees. Whenever it was propofed to 
Amoortarow to abate in his demand, his aniiwer wa.s, 
conftantly, that he had the Nabob’s promife, and 
Ihould get the money from him. The Maratta feem- 
ed determined, in cafe it was not paid, tolaywafte 
the countries in the pofleffion of the Nabob and the 
Company, w hich was certainly in the power of an army 
of eight thoufaud horfe. Such a force was then with- 
in eighty miles of Arcot, and might have feized a fum’ 
far exceeding their demaild, as fit was the time of 
the * I'ripety feafi, during which iblemaity the grea- 
teftpart of the revenues are ufually collected at the 
pagoda. The Prefidency therefore agreed, upon thefe 
confiderations, to enable the Nabob to pay the fum 
in qutftion, by allowing it to be dedudted out of the 
fecond half of. his aliignmeat of eight lack to the Com- 
pany. , ‘ ' 

Notwithftanding the power of the Marattas was fo 
well known, and had been of late fo univerfally felt, 
fuch is the rellleis fpirit of all the Indian as well as 
Moorifh Chiefs, that Morarow, who had, not long 
fince, brought himfelf and the Nabob of Savanore 
to the necelfuy of imploring pardon frrim the Nanna, 
was now propofmg a league, between hinifelf^ the 
Nabobs of Cadapah and Canoul, and the King of 
Maiiibre, with intent to retake Serah from the Nanna, 

and 


* Tripety is a pagoda li^oated upon a HI 1 about oael^^r^dl 
and Hity miles N. N.,W, of . ItisMd m the feme Vene- 

ration by the GentooSj. as Mecca isbyytheMafaometaris., Anan-* 
nml feaO: is held at Trlpety, in ilie rndnmof September, at whicli 
' time a ^ great number of devotees_ refdrt tathe-pagoda; and from 
tlie prefects omde by'-fnek a mtilritnde of\^otatIes, _alarge reventie. 
accrues to the Nabob- None but Gentoos, • . of dlferent tfibeS) art 
permitied to afeend the lacred lull m whicli ihe pagoda ftaads* 



and prevent his getting any footing m the Larnatick. 
Could this treaty" have been accompliihed with any 
profpea of fuccefs, it muft be granted, that it might 
have been a glorious barrier againft the inroads of that 
deftruaiv^e power. The propofal was fpecious,. and 
would have had the approbation, and, poffibly, the 
concurrence of the Englifn, could it have been con- 
fidered as a fyftera of cool and lafting policy ; but it 
was father to be forpeded of having its foundation in 
ambition or revenge, and as it proved, was only a 
means of provoking the Marattas to make thoie 
countries the feat of war, and of throwing them tiie 
fooner into their hands. Upon the firft advice of this 
intended confederacy, Balaventarow marched againft 
the Nabob of Cadapah, and killing him in a battle, 
took the greateft part of the country into his own 
hands •, but Abdul Mahomed Cawn, with fbmeof the 
relations and • troops of the late Nabob, throwing 
themfeives into Sydoat fort, maintained ihemfdves 
for a time •, but were at laft obliged to accommodate 
with the befiegers for a fum of money, and the deli- 
very of half the country to the Marattas, 

' During the time thefe tranfadlions were on foot, 
Araoortarow the Vakeel, with a part of the Maratta 
troops, went againft Trepalour, which is alio, in the 
dependency of Cadapah ; but he was lefs fijccefsful 
than his mafter, for having attempted an affault, he 
met with fo vigorous a repulfe that great part of his 
forces were- cut off, and himfelf mortally wounded 
and carried priloner to the fort, where he died a few 
days after. The Marattas, during their ftay in thoie 
parts, collefted fevcral fums of money from the diff 
fere^ Polygars to the northward •, and then went off 
towards Poona, to join Balazero^^. , 

From thefe, and «iany more inftances, it has been 
fbewu how great a check the Marattas have been up- 
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This warlike nation made themfelves formidable 
to Nadir Shaw» ,in his march ; and after that coa- 
cjueror ..had left the Mogul eiiij^ire in tne weak and 
indefenfibie ftate to which he Jiad reduced it, the 
Pattans invaded it, on a fiippolition that it was then 
■in too low a condition to be able to rehft the force 
which he at that time thought was lliificient to bring, 
againft it. 

As foon as the Emperor was apprized of their 
march, he ailembled his council, and fitting on his 
throne, furrounded by his Generals and twenty-two 
principal Omrahs, held in his band a betel, which, 
according to the cuftom of the country, he offered to 
that chief who fhould immediately engage to take the 
command of the army and repulfe the enemies of 
his country. So iiniverlal was the effeminacy > or 
treachery of the courtiers, that not one of them ad- 
vanced to take the betel as a pledge of their fideli-r 
ly ; which the young Prince, being then about eigh- 
teen, pbierving with extreme couccru, prcfcntcd 
himfelf to Im father, with -earneil entreaties that he 
might be permitted to receive it. 

His father refufed him, reprefentmg to him, that 
k was not proper for the heir of the empire to expose 
himfelf in fo perilous an enterprise, while there were 
fo maiTv experienced Generals more fit for that ler- 
vice. On the other hand, the Omrahs ail maintain- 
ed, .that, as his fon had offered to lake the betel, he 
alone ihould put himfelf at the liead of the troops ; 
and joining with the Prince in ibricicaiions, prevailed 
at length upon the Emperor,' wiio immediately gave 
ills, orders for the ralfiag of three hundred t.houfand 

memb-' ' . • ' ^ ‘ , 

The ' Omrahs, . withdrawing from court, entered 
info a .confpiracy, and, gaining the C hids of the ^ieve- 
ral corps., which compofed' hnis army, io baftily ai- 
fembled, ebncerted with them to betray the Prince. 

The young hero, being infcrrned_^ of the plot that 
was . laid againft his life, a little before he gave battle 



A F F A I R S OF D E L L 1. tSp 

to the Pattans, had the addrefs privately to fecure 
dne peribns of thofe treacherous commanders; lie 
then attacked the enemy, and, gaining a compleat 
vidorv, obliged them to quit the country by a preci- 
Tiitate'fiight. While the Prince was thus glorioully ■ 
(Slivering his country from the Pattans, the confpi- 
rators ini°the capital caufed it to be reported, that he 
was fallen in battle, and, enteringjhe palace, feized on 
the'^ Emperor, and llrangled him * giving out that he 
iradpoifoned himfelf in a fit of defpair, occalionedby 
the lofs of the battle and the death of -hisfon. This 
horrible affaffination could not be concealed from the 
Prince, who was now returning in triumph to^Delli. 
Us was fenfihle of the danger that threatened his own 
life from fo formidable a conipiracy, and to avoid it, 
adopted the ftratageiti which his great grandfather Au- 
rerieb praaifed on another occafion. He appeared 
inconfoiable for the lofs of his . father, pretending to 
believe that he died a .natural death : he tore off his 
oarments, and took thj habit of a bakeer, declaring 
piiblickiy, that he renounced the world, and that he 
would never more have concern in the governn^nt. 

A Court of iuftice for a ftate . criminal is a thing 
unheard of inthefe lawlefs _ governments *, and there 
is no way of punifliing a tfaitor but by turning againfl 
him his own arts of treachery and deceit. _ ^ 

The Prince atfed his part fo well, that he deceiv- 
ed the confpirarors, who went out to meet him, with 
d'iirances of their readiaefs tO' acknowledge him for 
their roafter and King. He received them with a 
declaration of his intentions to give up the crown, 
and even to retire from the world. He told them,, 
that, as it was neceflhry fo vafl an einpip fhoul| not. 
be dettitute of a head, he muft entreat their alHftance 
to direahim in the choice of an . emperor, ddmng 
, that they would affemble in his ' palace .that evening, 
to deliberate on. this important affair. I he Omrahs 
retired flattering themfelves that ' they fhouM now 
have an opportunity of fetting hp- a creature of thetr 
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while A met Shaw, for that was the name of 
the yoang Emperor, entered the royal palace, and 
prepared ■ a ■number of truily perkjns, whom he 
placed on each fide of the doors of the ieveral ave- 
nues which led to his inner court. 

The entrance to the apartments of Eaflern Princes 
is fo.difpofed, with a view to preheat the fudden ir- 
ruption of affafiins, .that there is no approachii'g the 
pretence chamber but-through long ubliqi'.e padages, 
wherein, at intervals, there are recedes for the pot'dng 
of guards, ' This contrivance at once fetures t.he 
monarch from the attempts of the moff deteni'ined 
viliains; and, at the fame time, affords him an op- 
portunity for executing his purpoles on thofe who have 
incurred his difpleafore. 

Every thing being dilpofed for the reception of t'te 
Omrahs, tlrey were'each introduced, as they arrived 
to thefe fatal avenues and, as they ,fto<jpdd to 
pafs the curtains, whicfi are generally kept lowered, 
they were.fei'zed by the guards, and immediately re- 
ceived the juft reward of their crimes. _ 

Thus the' Emperor Arnet Shaw eftablilhed him- 
feif, for a while, in the. quiet poffeffion of the throne, 

■ by triumphing at once over his foreign and domel- 
tick enemies. But it was not long before the peace 
of Deili was more fatally difturbed-, for the Patten 
Chief retiring to Lahore, in a little tiihe alfembled a 
much more formidable army, and entering Deili, 
gave up the town to be plundered three days by his 
foidiers. In the mean time, he took to himfelf ail 
that was to be found in the royal treafury, and re- 
quired of the colledors of the publick revenues, that 
theyfooftld be accountable to him for all they had 
received. He then marched home, being fuppofed 
to have taken away more riches, except jewels, than 
Nadir Shaw carried out of the . country. He made 
no revolution, and, it is faid, no alteration in the go- 
vernment "Of Indoftan, and ‘yet he allumed a kind of 
fovereienty 'over it j but when he returned to La- 
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hore, he drew a line from north to fouth, afluming 
to himfelF a vaft extent of country to the weft of that 
line, which was before, at leaft nominally, depen- 
dent on the emprie of Indoftan.; there he left his 
Ibn Timur as Governor of his new dominions, 
and gave no further difturbance to Indoftan till the 
year 1757. , • 

Before we enter on the raoft important of all the 
military operations on the Coromandel coaft, it may '* 
be ufefu! to take a view of the ftrength of the refpec- 
tive Companies, 

The French had nineteen hundred Europeans on 
the coaft, esclufive of thofe with M- De Bufly, be- 
fore tite arrival of their fquadron in September, This 
fleet biciigh: a reinforcement of one thoufand mili- 
tary, wiiichj, added to a number of failors that were 
landed, nearly corapleated three thoufand five hundred 
men. The *Eng*il 1 i having no more than one thou- 
‘ fand three hundred of the Company’s troops, had.en- 
creafed them by enlifting three hundred and thirty- 
four of Colonel Adiercron’s regiment, when that 
oflicer, with his corps, was ordered home ; ^and as 
the C?hina ihips brought them only eighty-four iol- 
dicrs, their whole force amounted to no more than 
one thoiuand fix hundred and eighteen men. , 

' In confideration of this vaft fuperiority on the part 
of the enemy, the Prefedency judged it neceflary - to 
lufpend all operations of the field, and keep the 
troops Colkdled in the feveral garrifons. Confor- 
mably to this plan, they drew the army frotn Coiye- 
verara into Madrafs, ordered back M^or Polier, who 
was marched to the northward, to protefl: Tripety 
ggainft the threatened attack of Nazeabulla Cawn from, 
j^ellourej and diredfed Captain Caiilaud (who hav- 
ing • taken poffeffion of the fort of Madura, was |>r^ 
paring march for Tinneveliy) to return to P ri- 
ciiiaopoly with all his Europeans,^ and as many Ser 
poys as he fliould think n^atyli, leaving Ifouf 
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Cawn, with the reft of the Sepoys, to protect Ma- 
dura and Tinnevelly. 

While we continued thus waiting the motions of 
the French, and furprized that they ftjould remain 
3naSi:?e for fo many months after the taking ol Chet- 
t'eput, a fleet of eleven fail, commanded by M. 
D’Ache, appeared off Fort St. David early in the. 
morning of the 28th of April : two of them proceed- 
ing to Pondichery, landed M. Lally, while feven an- 
chored in Fort. St. David’s road, and two farther off 
to the eaftward. The Bridgwater and Triton being 
furrounded in St. David’s road, were obliged to run 
afliore, in order to fave their crews and ftores. Next 
morning a latge detachment from Pondichery entered 
the bounds of Fort St. David, and were to have been 
joined by tiie troops from the fhips ; .but the unex- 
pedted appearance of the Engliflii fcpiadron to the 
fouthward at the fame inftant, putting them into con- 
fufion, prevented the diierabarkatioft. 

Admiral Pocock being joined by Commodore Ste- 
vens,. who arrived! in Madrafs road on the 24th of 
March, with the Elizabeth, Yarmouth, Weymouth, 
and Newcaftle, on the 28th boifted his flag bn board 
the Yarmouth, and, after having put the fquadron 
in the beft condi.tion poffible fpr the Tea, failed on the 
lyth of April, in order to get to windward of Fort. 
St. David,, to intercept the French fquadron, which, 
by intelligence, he had reafon to expeft. 

His whole force now confifted of the Yarmouth, 
fixty.four guns, five hundred and forty men, Capt. 
John Harrifon } the Elizabeth, fixfy-four guns, four 
hundred and ninety-five men, Commodore Stephens, 
Capt. Kempenfelt his captain ; the Cumberland, fixty- 
fix guns, five hundred and twehty men, Capt. Brere- 
ton; 4 he .Weymouth, fixty , guns, four hundred .ft.H 
twerity men, Captain Nicholas Vincent th;:g'".j‘gers 
fixty guns, four hundred men, Captain Thoinas La- 
tham 5 the -l^lewcaftle, fifty guns, three hundred and 
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fifty men. Captain George Legge; and the SaHftmry, 
fifty guns and three hundred men, Captain John 
Somerfet ; with the Queenborough and Proteftoi* 
ftore-fliips. 

The aSth at noon the Admiral made Negapatarn, 
and the next morning, at half an hour paft nine 
o'clock, in running down to St. David’s, faw feven 
fiiips in that road getting under fail, and two crui- 
zing in the offing, whicti^ by their not anfwering his 
fignal, he concluded were enemies, and made th'e fig- 
nal for a general chacc. They then flood off fliore 
to the eaftward, under top- fails, with the wind at 
fouth and at noon, being joined by the two fliips 
in the offing, and forming the line of battle a-head, 
with the ftarlward tacks on board, the Admiral found 
it neceflary to make the fignal to form his line allb 5 
and when all his fhips came up and got into their fta- 
tion, which was a little before three o’clock in the 
afternoon, and nearly within random flhot of the 
enemy, w'ho continued under their topfails, he bore 
dovm upon the Zodiaque, on board of which fliip 
M, D’Ache wore a cornette at the mizen-top-maft 
head, keeping a little a-head of him. The French be- 
gan to fire upon him as he approached them ; iiotwith- 
ftanding which, he forebore to throw out the fign^al 
for engaging till he came within half mulliet foot of 
the Zodiaque. A little after three, perceiving the 
fhips were not all got near enough to the enemy, the 
Admiral made the fignal for a clofer enErasement i 
which, v.-as immediately complied with by the foips 
in the van. At half an hour pail four, obferving the 
rear of the French line had drawn up pretty dole to 
the Zod’aque, he made the Cumberland, Newcaftle, 
and Weymouth’s fignals to make fail up, and engage 
elofe. A few minutes after M. D’Ache broke the 
line, and foot up under the lee quarter of liis iecond 
a-head, and then put before the wind : his fecond a- 
fkrn, who kept on the Yarmouth’s quarter moil 
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part of the aftion, then can’.e up along- ficie, gave his 
fire, and bore away the two other '(hips in the rear 
came up in like manner, and then bore av/uy. 1 lie. 
Admiral obferving the enemy’s van to bear away alhi, 
hauled dovrn thefignal for the line, and made the iig- 
nal for a general chafe. At fur, the enemy j( hied jv/o 
ftlips about four miles to iecuaro, and at the tame 
time hauledtheir wind, and flood to the weft ward, 
with the larboard tacks on bor-.rd. 

The Yarmouth’s mafts, yards, iV.ils, and rigging, 
as weli as the Elizabeth, Tyger, and baldbury, v/sre 
damaged fo as to prevent their keeping up with the 
other Ibips that were in the rear during the action^ 
and had i'ulFered but little. From the condition of 
thefe fbips, and, more cipecially, as the night ap- 
proached," the Admiral thought it neceffary to haul 
clofe upon a wind, and ftand to the (buth-weft, in 
order, if podible, to keep to windward of the enemy, 
in hopes of being able to engage them next morn- 
ing if he could be ib fortunate as to prevent their 
wSithering him in the night. He ordered the Queen- 
borough a-head to obierve their motions, and continu- 
ed endeavouring to work up after them till fix in 
the morning of the firft of May , when finding he 
loft ground confiderably, for the enemy had received 
little damage in tlieir rigging, he came to an anchor 
about three leagues to the northward of Sadrafs, and 
fent an officer to the Chief of that fettlemcnt for in- 
telligence. From thence be was informed, that the 
Bien aime, of feventy four guns, had received i,o much 
damage in theadfion, that the enemy was obliged to 
run her afhore a little to the fbuthward of Alampar- 
vey, where the French fquadron was then at anchor. 
The adion was about feven leagues weft by north of 
that place. 

Admiral Pocock, in his letter to the Secretary or 
the Admiralty obferved, that Commodore Stevens 
and Capt. Kerapenfclt, Capt. Latham, and Capt. So- 
inerftt-, who were in the van, and alfo his ovm 

Captain 
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Captain, Capt. Harrifon, and all the officers, and 
men belonging to the Yarmouth, by their endeavours 
to come to an engagement with the enemy and 
their conduct in aftion, gave him a fenfible fatis- 
factiop. 

It was confefled by levcral French officers, that 
they had iis hundred men killed in the aftion and 
many wounded. Our !ofs was only tv/enty-nine men 
killed and thirty vrounded ; which difparity can only 
be accounted for by the enemy’s 'endeavouring to 
dii'mafl our fiiips, while we fired at their hulls ; and 
this will alfo account for the deftrudtion of the Eien- 
aime, and the efcapc of all the reft, who got fafe to 
Fonuichery the 5th of May. The French had in the 
engagement eight fhips of the line and a frigate. The 
Zodiaque of feventy-four guns, on board of which 
D’xAche, as it has been faid, wore a cornette on 
mizen-top-maft head : Le Bien-aime, alfo ofi. fe- 
venty-four guns, Le Vengeur, and Le St. Louis of 
fixty four, Le Due d’Orleans and Le Due de Bour- 
gogne of fixty, Le Conde and Le Moras of fifty, and 
Le Sylphide a frigate of thirty- fix guns. After the' 
engagement they were joined by the two ftiips wliich 
had been at Fondichery to Land M. Laliy : they were 
I..e Compte de Provence of feventy four guns, arK| 
L,e Diligent of twenty-four. 

Admiral Pocock having received one hundred and 
twenty recovered men from the hofpita!, and above 
fburfeore Lafears from the governor of Madrafs, and 
having fii’ned his mafts, and repaired his moft ma- 
terial damages, tried for fume days to work up ftiore, 
but without luccclk He then put off the land ; and 
on the loth of i\'fay ftrctched as far to the Ibiith- 
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3bn fhould have liberty to retreat, vs^ith their arms, to 
Fort St. David the next morning. 

The enemy having withdrawn almoft every man 
from their garrifons, to make themfelves as ftrong as 
poffible for'thefiege of Fort St, David, formed a very 
confiderable army, amounting to three thoufand five 
hundred Europeans, and began to fire upon the place 
with two guns from Ciiddalore the 16th, and with five 
mortars from the new town the 17th. On the 26th 
they opened a battery of feven guns and five mortars 
to the weft ward, at the diftance of about eight or nine 
hundred yards ; and on the 30th one to the north, of 
nine guns, and three mortars, at the diftance of feven 
or eight hundred yards, and another to the north-eaft 
of four guns, at about the fame diftance. 

The befieged had loft the greateft part of their 
black forces by defertion, when they imprudently de- 
fended the out-pofts which, confidering the weak- 
nefs of the garrifon, fhould have been abandoned 
and deftroyed. Thofe who remained in the place, 
as well Europeans as others, were little difpofed to 
the obfervance of difcipline and regularity ; for hav- 
ing too free accefs to the feveral ftorehoufes of arrack 
and other ftrong liquors, they were never in a con~; 
dition properly to do their duty. 

The enemy had not yet made any breach, but had 
difmounted and difabled thirty guns and carriages, 
and ruined feveral of the works, fothat many of the 
parapets and platforms were deftroyed by the fhot 
and fhells. The tanks, or refervoirs, had fuffered by 
the bombardment, fo that there was no water to be 
had fit for ufe, but what came out of the covered 
way ; from which they could only be fupplied by 
night ■, and the beft well there' was likewife deftroyed 
by a bomb. They were alfb fhort of ammunition, 
having expended a great deal in firing away incon- 
fiderately, before the enemy had begun to make 
their approaches. 

This being the ftate of the place on the ift of June, 
at the requeft of Major Polier, the Deputy Governor 

N 2 called 
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called a council of war-, and it was unanimoufij 
p.greed to furrender upon the foliownig articles o, 
caoiculation. 


ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION. 


By which Alexander Wynch, Efq ; ading Deputy 
Governor, ’ and the Gentienicn of the Council at 
Fort St. David, in behalf of tiie United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the £aft-hi- 
dies, are wiilicg to furrender the Fort of St. Da- 
vid to M. Lally, Lieutenant-General in his molt 
Chriftian Majefty’s Service, and Commander in 
Chief of the French forces in India. 


I. That all afts of hof 
tility fhail ceafe,-MUitii the 
articles of capitulation are 
agreed' upon and ligned. 

■ II. That the Dep'uty Go- 
vernor fnall march, at the 
head of the garrifon, drums 
beating, colours flying, out 
. of the barrier into the ad- 
vanced covered way, w here 
the garrifon fhail ground 
their arms, and furrender 
themfelves priionersof war, 1 
on condition of being im- 
mediately exchanged for an 
equal nu.mber of bis ‘Moil 
Chriftian Majefty’s fub- 
jeds, now prifoners in our 
gsrriibus on the coaft of 
Coiornandel ; and, as fbon 
as the exchange takes place, 
the gatrifon to be tranf- 
pprted to fuch of oui' fet- 
tiements as our Prciident 


I. Accorde. 


II. Accorde pour la par- 
cie des honneurs, mais la 
garni fbn fer-a conduite pri- 
ionnier a Pondichery, oil 
Leile reftera julques a ce 
qiielie foit changee centre 
pareil combre d’officiers et 
foldats de S. M. T. C. ac- 
aicilement au Trichino'po- 
ly, et qnand les dits foldats 
de S. M. T. C. feront ar- 
rivez a Pondichery, la ditte 
garnifon de Fort St. Da- 
vid, fera conduitte a Ma~ 
drafs oil a Devicota a mon 
choix. 



COROMANDEL. 


jj. COAST OF 

d Council of Fort St 
:orge may think proper. 
ilL I'hat Fort St. Da- 
1, and its ont-works, 
il! not be dernolillied •,! 
It retnain in their 
-jt ftate, until the 


III. Je ne ra engage a 
-works, jrien fur cet article c’eft le 
.liiTied; fort de k guerre qui en 
pre- decidera, et non celuy de 
conelu- la paix. 

iV. That allthegarri- _IV. U garnifonj^et ies 
Tn, including all the fub- fujets de fa^ Majefte Bri- 
of his Britannick Ma- tannique n’empcrteront a- 
(kly, as v/eii civil as mili- vec eus que leur vaiffelle, 
tary, !ha!i h.ave all their 'chevaux, hardes ou _meu- 
baggage and elFedts feca- bles domeftiques, et il leur 
red, with liberty of remov- fera fourni des batteaux 
ing and difuofing of them pour les tranfporter a Pon- 
as they fhall think proper ; dichery, bien entendu que 
and that they be -fuppiied les dits batteaux feront vi- 
with boats or proper con- lite par un commiflaire de 
v-eyances for that purpofe. nos troupes, en prefsnce 

d’un commiflaire Anglois 
nommez a cet effet. 

V. That the Deputy Go V . Accorde, _ quoy ^que 

vernor and Council, and Je n’aye pas lieu d etre 
the Company’s fervants be content de Mr. Wynch, 
exchanged againfc anequal qui a manque a ce qu u 
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their own furgeons ; and 
that they be fupplied with 
proper ptovifions and ne- 
ceffari® on paying for the 
fame. ■ 

Vn. That a Capt. and VII. Un officier, et dix 
fifty of the Englifh troops hommes, fuffiront a cette 
fliall remain in the Fort, operation pareeque je ne 
to deliver it itp, and that|feray entrer qii’une com' 
flrift ditcipline be obfefv- paignie de grenadiers dans 
ed, that no irregularities le fort jufques a ce qu’i| 
be committed ; and, after foit evacue. 
the fiirrender, to take the 
fate of the reft of the gar- 
rilbn. 

VCI. That two con:- VIII Accord!, 
miffaries fliall remain, to 
deliver up all the maga- 
zines, ammunition, can-' 
non, mortars, and goods, 
and point out to the en- 
gineers ail the mines and! 
fubterraneous works. : - ; V;- 

IX. That no Company’s! IX. Accords mais ceax 
fervant, civil or military, Iqui S’en abfenteront fans 
be removed from thecoaftjun pafleport de moy, fe- 
of Coromandel, until the ront traittez comme efpi- 
_ the exchange fhall tafelons. 
place. 

An. WvNCH. 

P. PoUER DE BoTf LaLLY. 

TENS. 

Rich. FAiEFtEtD, 

Fort St Davidj 

zd Jane lycS. 
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Separate article. 

That the deferters which 
were in the Englifti fervice 
at the time of the cartel 
fettled between the Go- 
vernors of Fort St. George 
and Pondichery, fhall be 
dcerted as prifoners ; and 
thofe which have deferted 
fince the prefent war, be 
pardoned, and return to 
their colours. 

Ar. Wykch. 

P. POLSER. DE Box- 
tens. 

, Rich. Fairfield. 

Fort St, David, 

2 d June i7S^' 


Accord^. 

La garnifon Ibrtira a 
cinque heures apres midy 
par la porte de L’Ouvrage 
a corne ou eile depofera 
fes armes et il fera permis 
aux officiers militaires et 
civils, de refter jufques a 
deraain dans le fort, la 
compagnie des grenadiers 
de feconde battaillon de 
Lorraine prendra poflelfi^. 
on de la porte de L’Ou» 
vrage a corne, et de celle 
du fort qui y communique 
et s’y tiendra julques ^ 
nouvel ordre. 

Lally, 


The lofs of St, David’s gave a great and juft alarm 
to the government of Madrafs ; as a much more re- 
folute and obftinate defence had been expeded, from 
the known bravery of Major Polier, who command- 
ed the troops there : but it appeared, that very lit- 
tle care or oeconomy was ufed in the management of 
their artillery and ammunition, as one officer only of 
that department was in the place j the rneii who com- 
poled the garrifon were drunk and difofderly, and 
fully fenfible of the little difcipline they were under. 

A court of enquiry was ‘ordered at Madrafs, to 
examine and report faiSs : Lieutenant-colonel Draper, 
the Majors Brereton and Caillaud compofed this 
court.— — They reported, That Major Polier’s 
perfonal behaviour was much to be commended, 
but that he was injudicious in defending two out- 
pofts at fome diftance from the town, as his nnm- 
* bers 
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bers were but weak, having only two hundred Eu-- 
ropeans and eighty invalids, and' about thirty of the 
artillery, whom he could properly call his garrifon 
the feamen from tv/o frigates which had been run on 
fhore and burnt, made dte majority of his troops : 
the black forces deferted in great numbers. How- 
ever, it was judged that the place might have held 
out much longer, and that tfie terms on which it 
farrendered were fharneful, as the French were not 
rnafters even of the outward covered 'way, had made 
no breach, had a wet ditch to fill up and pafs, before 
the town could poffibiy be afTaulted. The want of 
ammunition and water were urged as the principal 
excufes for its furrender ; and that the pow'der with 
which all the mines were loaded were luppofed to be 
Ipoiled by the dampnefs. 

Major Polier, to. wipe oS" the difgrace, was from 
that moment for fighting upon every occafion, whe- 
ther proper or not; and, like other men jn fuch fnu- 
ations, ran from one extreme to the other. 

He defired to go a volunteer with Colonel Dra? 
per in the firft fally made during the fiege ,of Ma- 
drafs, and was mortally wottaded. He was ar brave 
man, but very haity, pailionare, and furpicious, which 
oftentimes occ&fioned much uneafinefs both to him- 
leif and every one die. He had ferved the company 
on feveral cccafions with much reputation and conr 
duttj and, it is thought, the ill opinion he entertain- 
ed of liis garrifon was his motive for conieuting 
to the giving up of St. David’s. 

M. Laliy’s anfwer to the third article of the ca- 
pitulation too plainly implied tlie inevitable deftruc- 
tion of the fortificvtions of St. David’s. • The works 
have fince been blown up, and the v/hole reduced to 
an heap of ruins. The prejudice and partiality of 
the conquered, however they may complain, cannot 
jtifily condemn a General for an atf of this nature *, 
fer, furely, the deftrudion of an enemy’s fortrefs is 
one of the sreat ends of war. But the ruin of villas. 
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and the injury done to many beautiful ftrudtures in 
tiie neighbouring country, will be a kiting reproach 
of wanton barbarity to the French. As for the de- 
vaftations they committed in their march from St. 
David’s, by plundering and burning the villages they 
paired through, they were immediately refented by 
ihe people of the country. The fufferers on this oc- 
cafion had it in their power to take their revenge, 
and, by catting off the fupplies ’of the army, loon re- 
duced them to fuch a Hate that they vi'ere almoft ex- 
h nulled by famine as they lay befiire Tanjore. 

On the 25th of July Admit al Pocock failed with 
the fquadron under his command, and flood to the 
Ibiithward, along Ihore, with the lea and land breezes, 
and anchored on the evening of the abtb oft' Alam- 
parvey •, and feeing a fnow and feven chehngas near 
the fort, dole in Ihore, lent the boats manned and 
armed, v/ho burnt and funk the chehngas, and brought 
off the fnow •, the cheiingas were ail empty, and fiad 
been fent from Pondichery with cannon and ordnance 
llores, which were all landed the day before; the fnow 
was loaded with firewood for' Pondichery. 

The 27th in the evening the fquadron got up with- 
in three leagues of Pondichery road, where the French 
§eet was at anchor, confiftingof eight fliip-sof the line 
and a frigate. Our fleet conhltc'd of only feven iliips, 
being the fame that were engaged in the bll adtion, 
but fome of them now differently commanded : Cap- 
tain Martin, who had befoie been left ill at Madrais, 
now took the command of the Cumberland. Captain 
John Stukley Somerfet was advanced from the Salif- 
bury to the Weymouth, Captain Colville had the 
Newcaftie, and Captain Brereton the Salifbury. Next 
morning, about , ten o’clock, theenerny got undei» fail, 
and flood to the foutliward v/ith the land breeze. Ad- 
miral Pocock made the fignal to chafe, in hopes of 
being able to get up witii, or weather them if polfible, 
that being tile moil probable means .of bringing them 
to aiftion ; but they kept to wincly/ard, and the next 
' ' morning 
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morning anchored to the fouthward of Porto Novo. 
They then weighed and ftood to windward with the 
land breeze, and about eight o’clock weip out of fight. 
At four o’clock in the afternoon, the Admiral difcover- 
ing a (hip in the fouth-eaft quarter, gave chafe; at 
five (he hoifted French colours, and ftood for the land ; 
he ioon after run her on (hore about two leagues 
to the northward of Porto Novo, and fent the boats 
on board to endeavour to get her off, but finding it 
impradicable without lofing too much time, fet her 
on fire. Slie proved to be the Reftitution, bound to 
Pondichery fromCarlcal, where (he had been fent with 
ordnance (lores and other materials for M. Lally’s ar- 
my. This (hip had been (ent from Bengal laft Odlo- 
ber with French prifoners, who mutinied, and taking' 
the command of the fhip from the mailer, carried 
her to Maifulipatam, from whence (he was fent to 
Pondichery ; where the Governor and (muncil, con- 
trary to the law of nations, made a prize of her. 

On the i(l of Auguft, at ten o’clock in the fore- 
noon, the Admiral came in fight of the French fqiia- 
dron, astheyw'ere getting under fail off Tranquebar, 
and foon after they formed the line of battle a-head, 
with the ftarboard tacks on board, and feemed to 
edge down towards him ; but when he made fail and 
ftood for them, they hauled upon a wind till one 
o’clock, when they formed the line of battle a-breaft,^ 
and bore down upon him with an eafy fail. At half 
an hour pad one he made the fignal, and formed the 
line of battle a-head with the ftarboard tacks on board, 
and ftood to the eaftward under his topfails, fome- 
times the main-topfails fquare, as the (liips ftations re- 
quired in the line, waiting for the enemy. At five the 
enelhy’s van was afareaft of our center, at about two 
miles diftance ; they ftood on till their van was a- 
breaft of ours, and kept about the fame diftance till 
half an hour pad fsx, when they hoifted their topfails, 

fet their coiirfes, hauled cl.ofe upon a wind, and ftood 
'' to 





north-weft, on the at five in the morning, _ iaw the 
enemy off Negapatam, about a league to windward, 
formed in the line of battle a-head with their ftar- 
board tacks on board. He made the fignal and form- 
ed his line a-head, with the ftarboard tacks on board, 
and flood to the fouthward w ith an eafy fail. _ At fe- 
ven o’clock, obferving the enemy kept their wind, he 
made the fignal for making more fail, in order to get 
to windward, for that was the only probable means of 
bringing them foon to aftion, as they failed better in 
general than our fquadron. At half an hour pafi: 
eight they began to edge down upon him, and at nine 
were at about three miles diftance. He then made 
the fignal for the Elizabeth and Tyger to change placp 
in the line, apprehending the enemy’s leading (hip in 
the van might be an over match for the Tyger. At 
ten the enemy bore away, and fleer’d for our rear, by 
which means on the fea breeze fetting in about noon, 
our fquadron got the weather gage of them and at 
twenty minutes after the Admiral made the fignal for 
the leading ftiip to fleer fix points from the wind, and 
at one o’clock got near, within random fhot of them ; 
their line being then in the form of a halt moon, their 
van and rear being to windward of their center. A- 
bout twenty minutes after, obferving the enemies fhips 
in the van begin to fire on the Elizabeth, who was 
within mufeet fliot of her, the Admiral made the 
fignal for battle, and began the engagement with the 
whole fc]uadron. Mr. D’Ache, w^ho was then under 
his topfails, in about ten minutes after fet his forefail. 
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and kept more away j his fqiiadron did the fame, and 
continued a running fight in a very irregular line tiH 
two o’clock, when the Comte de Provence, the Ene- 
mies leading (hip put before the wind, l.avingcut away 
her rnizen-maft on account of taking fire in the mizer- 
top eight minutes after ; the Zodiaque and the fliips^x- 
head of her kept more away, and were immediateiv 
followed by the fliipsin the rear, which continued^iii 
anjrregukr line a-breaft, and increafed their diitaoce 
a little from us ; on which Admiral Focock made the 
fignal for a defer engagement, in order for his all line 
to bear down as loon as poflible and rake them, whicli 
W'as immediately obeyed ; and we were able to keep 
within gun fhot of them till three o’clock, when obier- 
ving they began to make more fail, the Admiral 
hauled down the fignal for the line, and clofer eno-acye- 
ment, and made the general fignal to chafe ; on whfch 
the enemy cut away their boats, and made all the fait 
they could, and flood about north north weft ; our 
fquadion purfued them with ali the fail they eoiild croud 
till near dark, wnen the enemy got olf by outfailinc^ 
us, and we were obliged to leave off chafe; and 
at eight o’clock anchored off Carical. 

The damage we received was, chiefly in our mails 
and rigging, for the enemy’s endeavours were (as in 
the forrner aftion) to difmaft us. They did not ap- 
pear to have fuffered much in their rigging, but they 
had about five hundred and forty men killed and 
wounded ; among the latter were Mr. D’Achc and 
his Captain. _ There were no more than one and thir- 
ty Englifh killed, and one hundred and fixteen woun- 
ded. Commodore Stevens received a mufquet ball in 
his fhoulder. Captain Martin a wound in his leg by a 
fplinter. ' ' 

The Admiral had the pleafure, on this occafion, of 
writing to the board of Admiralty, that the behaviour 
of all his officers and men was, in this adion, entire- 
ly to his fetisfadion. 
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On tlie 5 th the Qiieenborough intercepted a Freucli 
fiiow, named the Ruby, of about one hundred and 
twenty tons. She failed fronri the iflands the i il of 
'Udv, and was. bound to Pondichery, loaded chiedy 
with fliot and medicines. 

The French iquadron continued in Pondichery 
ropd'frorn the laid adtion till the 3d of September, 
vrhen they iailed and proceeded directly to the iflands. 
iTpon advice of their being tailed, the Admiral Tent 
the O ieenborough off Ceylon ; for as it. was very early 
in thc "”fcaron, it was probable they might have been 
oone to ciuize thereabouts. She returned the lyth 

without feeing them. _ r . -r 

The French were at this time driven to iuen Ihitts 

for want' of money, that on the 7th of Auguft they 
feized and carried into Pondichery a large Dutch flaip 
from Batavia, bound to Negapatam, and having ta- 
ken for their own ufe all the money, to the amount of 
{even or eight lack of roupees ; they^ unloaded the 
cargo and detained the Ihip. it is faid M. Dupleix 

did°he fame iaft war. , » , ■ .r, ■„ , 

The fquadron having embarKed Major Laillauo, 
with two hundred and fifty men (from Tridiinopoly) 
at Negapatam, landed them at Madiats the 25th of 
September. They remained there, taking in their 
water and {fores, till the fealon called upon them to 
pmcecd to Bombav- The Admiral, before his de- 
parture, in confequence of an application from tne le- 
iedl committee, landed a Captain and Lieumnant, 
with a hundred and three marines, as a fartner 

ftrength to the garriibn. ■ 

I'iie French had withdrawn^ their whole garriion 
from Seriiighamj except a few Sepoys, who were left 
10 deliver the place to the Maifforeans 1 but Captain 
Caillaud, before his departure from Trichinopoly, had 
made a dilpofition for attacking it before the troops ar- 
rived from MaifTore; and the French Sepoys, upon 
iris approach, abandoning the place, he took pofielii- 
on of it without any lofs. 
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upon the nev/s of the furrender of Fort St. David 
Ae troops which garrifoned Arcot, Chengaiaput and 
Carangoly, were ordered into Madrafs ; for it was ex- 
peaed the enemy would attack that place next ; but 
in cafe they fhould go to the fouthv/ard, and inveft Da- 
vecotah, which proved to be their defign, the Chief 
there had orders to abandon the place, and if the 
the iquadron ftould be near him, to go on board with 
hiS garrifon, in order to come to Madrafs, if not, to 
retire to Trichinopoly ; which hill he effeded without 
any difficulty, by palling through the Tanjore coun- 
try. The French took pofleilion of Davecotah ; and 
foon after M. Lally eroded the Coleroon with his whole 
army, except feven or eight hundred men, which he 
left with M. Soupire a part of thefe afterv/ards were 
fent to the fouthward. M. Laliy marched by Tran- 
quebar, and the Danes {applied him with feme ara- 
. munition and held pieces. He then encamped in the 
bounds of Negapatam, and demanded of the Dutch 
a ioap of money, and alfo of cannon, ammunition and 
- -provifions ; but the Dutch denied that they afTffied 
him with any thing, except provifions, of which they 
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lack of roupees ; and alfo a free paflage through his 
country, for the army to march againft Trichinopoly, 
Captain Caillaud, who commanded in that place, being 
direftcd by the Prefidency of Madrafs to ufe all his en- 
deavours to prevent the King of Tanjore from being 
frightened into a compliance with thele demands, had 
the fatisfadion to find that the behaviour of the French 
a: Nagore had provoked the King’s refentment^ and 
he had already ordered Monagee with his troops to op- 
pofe the march of the French. One thoufand Sepoysj 
and five hundred Colieries, were ordered to reinforce 
the Tanjoreans from Trichinopoly ; but as it was not 
iafe to part with any Europeans from that garrifon, 
Monagee, with his country forces alone, was obliged 
to retreat before To large a body of regulars. It was 
then to be feared that they would be reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of an accommodation ; but fuch was the opi- 
nion they had formed of the French^ that they chole 
rather to (land a fiege, than enter into a treaty with 
them. M. Laliy, prefuming that the conftancy of 
their refolutions might be itaggsred by their late re- 
pulfe, fent an erabafly to T anjore of tw'p officers and 
a prieft, to demand a paflage for his army^ by the 
neareft road to Trichinopoly ; defiring at the fame 
time the afliftance of his troops. The Kingconfented 
to a paffage through his country, but not by the road 
which was defired. He alio offered fome money, but 
i.jdeed a very fmall part of the fura demanded. As 
for the afliftance of his troops, he abfolutely refufcd 
ir. With this anfwer the officers rettirned to camp, 
leaving behind them the prieft, who fome time after 
aihed a fecond audience ; at which, he not only infift- 
ed on the two former articles, but added to them the 
immediate payment of five lack of roupees. The 
King exprefled great furprize at the prefumption of 
tire prieft, bat confented to give four lack; out of 
w hich he required Ibme dedubtion fliould be made for 
the damage done at Nagore ; and as to the other ar- 

O ticks, 
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tides, he gave the fame anfwer as before. While they 
were treating, the arnjy ftill kept advandng which 
juftly increafing the fufpicions of the King, he ordered 
the prieft to be difmiffed. At night the advanced • 
guard of the French aimy fired fome fhot againftthe 
town, from two pieces of cannon, which of con- 
fequence put an end to all negotiation. 

The French loft every day fome Europeans, by the 
frequent falliesfrom the town ; at length they brought 
up their whole force againft it, which amounted to 
two thoufand three hundred and feventy regulars, and 
a great mtmber of diftnplined Sepoys, The artillery 
which was already brought up, confifted of fourteen 
field pieces, and three of heavy cannon, and they had 
fourteen more at Trivalour. All this was notlefs yet 
fufficient to dejed the Tanjoreans. At this very time 
they had fent out a body of horfo, joined with the 
Polygarsof the country, to cut off the communication 
of the French with Carical ; and had already deftroy- 
ed fome convoys of provifions. Captain Caii laud ha- 
ving had the gotjd fortune to keep the KingofTan- 
jore fteady to his true interefts, had alfo prevailed on 
Tondeman to affift with all his people on this impor- 
tant occafion. A large body of his Peons entered 
Trichinopoly to reinforce that garrifon, v/hile a con- 
fiderable party adapted for that fervice, were employ- 
ed to harrafs the enemy and intercept their fuppiies. 
For thefe, and his former fervices, the Governor and 
Council thought proper to reward Captain Caillaud 
with a Major’s commifl'ion. 

M. Laliy finding that he did not advance his affairs 
by hoftilities, and being in great v/ant of provifions, 
and other neceffaries. attempted once more to per- 
fuade the King of his fmcerity, by fending him an offi- 
cer of fome rank and quality, and alfo a prieft, who 
were at once appointed to conclude an agreement, and 
to remain as hoftages. By this ftep he prevailed fo 
far, as to receive in hand fifty thoufand roupees, and 
a promife of four lack, as aifo of a fupply of three 

hundred 
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hundred horfe, and one thoiiland Colierles ; and on 
his part he engaged immediately to remove the army 
from before the town. M. Lally making no motions 
towards the performance of this part of his agree- 
ment, the King of Tanjore refufed to let the two ' 


tagcs return 


and declared they fhould not leave the 
the French army broke up from before it. 


town till 

Tills produced feveral meffages, and, at length, it 
was agreed that the King lliould forthwith fend him 
the three hundred horfe and Collerie's i and for his own 
lecurity he might detain the gentlemen till the army 
was moved three days march from the place. The 
advantages of this treaty were all overthrown by the 
hahy temper of M. Lally, who feeing only fifty of the 
three hundred horfemen arrive in camp, ordered them 
all into confinement ; declaring aloud, that as the 
King had not kept his word in fending the full number 
engaged for, he would keep thofe he had prifoners till 
lie fliould receive the whole. 

The king upon this confined the two Iioftages, and 
would not lend any more men till his people were re- 
leafed. On the other hand M. Lally, pleating hiralelf 
with the thoughts of his having brought up all his 
heavy cannon, and ereded batteries, while he was 
amuling the king a negotiation, began to fire upon 
the town, and had even made a confiderable breach, 
wheh the Tanjoreans, determined on a general fally. 
This they executed on the pth of Auguft, with '' 
prihng fuccefs : for it will appear furprifing that a 
body of country troops, although their number in 
liofie. Sepoys and Colleries was exceeding large, Ihould 
make any imprellion upon fo ftrong an army of Eu- 
nipeans, and dilcipiincd Sepoys, as M. Lally had un- 
der his command, fupported by a large train of artil- 
lery. They attacked at once the French camp and 
batteries, killed about one hundred Europeans, took 
one gun, one tumbril of ammunition, two eiephams, 
and ibftie horles ; blew up four tumbrils pf ammuni- 
tion, and dsen returned into the town, 

0 2 M. Lally 


not 
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M. L-ally quitting at once all his defigns, retreated 
towards Carical, leaving Iris guns fp-iked upon the 
batteries. The Tanjoreans did not purfue him till the 
morning, when they came up with him upon his 
march, cut off fifry more of his men, and took two 
pieces of camion and two mortars. The reft made 
their retreat to Trivalour, and from thence to Cari- 
cal ; and about the end of the month, tlie greateft 
part of the troops, and M. Laily himfelf, returned to 
Pcndiche.-y. . M.'Soupire arrived there a few days be- 
fore, after making a march towards Wandewafli, and 
back by the way of Aiamparvey. 

They moved again about the beginning of Odlo- 
ber, andtook rvifeilion of Arcot ; they then return- 
ed, and having taken Tdpaffore, continued _^fome 
time atConieveram, colieding ammunition andifores, 
till they were joined by M. De Buffy, with a body of 
three or four hundred foot and as many horfe, from 
Golconda. Having alfb retaken Trinomalay, they 
fhewed by their motions a defign upon Chengalaput i 
advancing towards that place with three' or four hun- 
dred Europeans,' five hundred Sepoys, and five pieces 
of cannon ; but were prevented by the arrival of 
four companies of Sepoys, This reinforcement came 
came very opporcunely for the prefervation of a polt 
of fo much confequeoce, as it covered all the coun- 
tries on this fide the Pollar •, and, when in pcfieilion 
of the enemy, would expofe even our own limits to 
incurfion, be a harbour for ” defei-ters from our own 
garrifon, and prevent fiipplies of firewood, grain, and 
other provifions, from coming into the town, f or 
thefe reafons it was refoived, that the prefent garrifon 
of nine companies of Sepoys, with a ferjeant, corpo- 
ral, and twelve gunners, ftiould be reinforced by a 
detachment of I’eventy Europeans. This was the 
more readily determined, as there would be no ex- 
pence of tranfporting ftores, the pay of the Sepoys 
w'ould be no more tliere than at Madrafs, and yet 
their force would be fufficient to refift any iudden al- 
The enemy, if they refoived to take the place. 
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inuft have been under a neceflity of bringing up their 
whole army, or at ieail a confiderable part of it, and 
alfo a train of battering cannon, with proportionable 
ilores : all which would be attended with lirch an ex- 
pence and lofs of time os they v/ould probably think: 
more than equal to the benefits arifing from the con- 
queft of the place. The juftnefs of thefe conclufions 
appeared in the end ; for the enemy, influenced by 
the fame reafons, waved their defigns upon the place, 
which, it is to be fuppofed, they heartily repented du- 
ring the fiege of Madrafs. Captain Prefton was or- 
dered to take the command of the fort, and to repair 
the v/orks ; he foon put it into fuch a ftate as made it 
defenfible againft a coup de main, and by that means 
fecured it till fuch time as M. Lally heard of the arri- 
val of Colonel Draper’s regiment on the Malabar coaft, 
and then he haflened every thing for the immediate 
attack of Madrafs. 

Colonel Draper himfelf arrived in feptember, with 
part of his regiment •, and about the middle of Odlo- 
ber it was determined thk he ftiould march with a 
battalion of our troops as far as Wandelour, while 
Colonel Lawrence took poft with another at the 
Mount, to be in readinefs to fupport the former. This 
was done to make the enemy cautious of bringing a 
heavy train on this fide of the river-, and by the 
check it gave to their motions, fecured an opportu- 
nity of lupplying the garriibn of Chengalaput with 
the needful flores. 

In the mean time Ifouf Cawn was ordered to march 
towards them from Trichinopoly ; and he according- 
ly fet out the 30th of November with two: thoufand 
well difeiplined Sepoys, and two light field-pieces., In 
his way he took Eiiavanafere. 

The Nabob having recommended to the Governor 
the engaging a party of Marattas, as the moft effec- 
tual method of preventing the enemy from tranfport- 
ing their artillery by land for the fiege of Fort St. 
George, a prppofal was fent to Mprarow foon after 

0’3 ' th? 
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the lofs of St, David’s j with wiiich he compiled, and 
engaged, to ferid Ais Valceel to Madrais to lettie tnc 
terms. According to their dilatory way of proceed- 
ing the Vakeel did inot arrive til’ October 5 it was 
then agreed that Morarow fnould fend two thotiftnd 
horfe to our afllftance; that five theuiand rcupces 
Ihould be advanced at Royal Cherow, a piace near 
Tripety, for the expence of five hundred, horie, 
which w'ere to inarch upon the iirft notice, as to 
arrive at Cher.galaput in tv/enty-five days from the 

time the Vakeel ihould leave Madrafe, _ ^ 

That tea thouland roupees, for the expence of the 
other fifteen hundred horfe, fliould be paid at Guttee, 
from which place thev were to let out, and arrive at 
Chengalaput in forty 'five days from the time the Va- 
keel Ihould learve' Mudrafs and that ten thouiand 
roupees fhould be paid on the arrival of the faid two 
thoufand horfe at Chengalaput. The twenty-five 
thoufand roupees advanced as above to be deducted 
out of the allowance to the troops of half a roupee 
per day each horfeman, which was to commence 
from the day of their arrival at Chengalaput. 

The Vakeel fiirther defired an allowance might be 
fettled to the Sardars (or Commanders of the troops) 
and alfo for each horfe wbicfi fhould be killed in oiu 
fervice in the time of aiifion *, and it was accordingly 
ac^reed tliat an allowance of tliiity roupees per day 
lliould be made for all the Sardars and Jemidars ; 
and that for a Sardar’s horfe killed in battle one thou- 
fand roupees fhould be allowed, and four hundred 
roupe*es for each horfe belonging to the reft of the 
croops«' " ' ' 

Intelligence being received that M. Lally had been 
reinforced bv the daily jiiiitlion of conlideiablc pai 
ties, it was thought no longer advifeable to truit a 
part of our force at fo great a diftance as Wande^ 
lour ; therefore Colonel Draper was defired to return 
to the Mount, as foon as he fhould hear ^ that the ftorcs^ 
fbr- the protedfion of which lie remained till then lu 
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thofe parts, were fafely arrived. Colonel Draper ac- 
cordingly moved from Wandelour the lith of No- 
vember, and joined the other battalion at the Mount. 

This place, of which mention has been already 
made, and which will hereafter frequently be fpoken 
of, is an eminence, properly called St. Thomas’s 
Mount, from an ancient tradition, that the Apoftle 
St. Thomas had preached the gofpel to the Indians 
on that fpot. fie has always been coahdered as the 
tutelar faint of the place, and at this day a Portugueze 
prielt officiates in a chapel dedicated to him, which 
Hands on the top of the mount. It isjuftly efteemed 
for the goodneis of the air, and the pleafanrnels of 
the fituation, on v/hich account a number of villas 
have been built by the gentlemen of Madrafs, with 
gardens all liirrounded with brick walls breaft high, 
in this ftation, which is about nine miles from Fort St. 
George, the two battalions remained till the 6th of 
December ; when Colonel Lawrence receiving intelli- 
gence of a great augmentation of the enemy’s force 
at Wandelour, lent his Aid de Camp to Fort St. 
George, to defire he might be reinforced with as ma- 
ny more men as poflible. Accordingly a party was 
ordered, and marched that afternoon at five o’clock ■, 
but at the fame time the Governor was defired to 
write to Colonel Lawrence, to remind him that the 
utrnoft caution was nccellary at this important crifis ; 
and that it would be too hazardous to venture an ac- 
tion, unlefs upon terms of the higheft advantage. 
Colonel Lawrence having received the Governor’s 
letter, and at the fame time hearing the enemy was 
in motion, and confidering the weak ftate of the gar- 
rifon, ordered three companies of infantry to march 
to the little Mount with the two twelve pounders, as 
if to reinforce the party cantoned there but at the 
feme time they were diredted to inarch to Madrafs. 
Thefe motions were made the yth, and now the dan- 
ger of Chengaiaput being removed, and that fort 
. O 4 having 
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having received all its fupplies, the reafons for 
raining the poft at the 
therefore it was determined 
nearer to the garrifbn ; 
having advanced wdthin 
afternoon of the 9th, 
to the Choultry-plain, and there encamped. 

The French army under the command of M. Lal- 
ly, encamped at the Mount, and their advanced guard 
took pofc at Marroelan. ’ ■ 

The enemy having marched from the Mount, the 
1 2th in the morning, appeared about day-break upon 
Choultry-plain. Oar army after about two hours can- 
nonading, retired into the garrifon, and the enemy 
encamped upon the fpot which our troops aban- 
doned, about a mile and a half to the foutlward. At 
the fame time their advanced guards look polTeffion of 
the Garden-houfe, and the neighbouring village, in or- 
der to inveft the town. The whole force of the ene- 
my was three thoufand five hundred Europeans, tWQ 
thoufand Sepoys, and as many horfe. 

Nothing of any confequence paffed the next day, 
tvhich was chiefly fpent in reconnoitring ; this occafio- 
ned a few fh.ot to be fired, but without much effed. 

Three polls which we held in the Black Town were 
reinforced, not with a defign to m.ake an obflinate refift- 
ance, but to retard their progrefs as much as poffible, 
and then retreat rovrards the Fort in fiich a manner, as 
to run no rifque of being cut off. 

Early iri the morning of the 14th of December, 
M._La]iy marched in two columns to attack, and take 
pofefiion of the Black Town, whofe large extent 
made it impolTibJe for our fmali force to difpute it 
with the enemy ; there had been pofted only two or 
three picquets in fuch parts as were neareft to Fort 
St. George. Upon M, Tally’s approach, they made 
a hafty retreat towards the Fort, and increafed the ge- 
neral confufion, which at firft v/as hot too vilible ; 

occafioncd 


main.- 

Mount no longer iiibfifted : 

' to draw the whole force 
and accordingly the enemy 
fight of the Mount in the 
our army retired that evening 
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occafioned by the numbers of black people, women 
and children, who came thronging towards the fort 
for proteftion. it appeared neceilary to do fomething 
immediately, to reftore the fpirits of the garrilbn 
and to convince the enemy that we were not to be 
taken fo eafily as they had been taught to believe. 
Colonel Draper imagining that the moft probable 
means of producing this effedt might be by making 
a fally, and diflodging the enemy, whilft they were 
yet unfettled, and perhaps plundering; for indeed 
their apparent contempt of the garrilbn, and known 
want of difeipline, feemed to invite to the undertak- 
ing, refolved to offer hirafelf to command a party for 
that fervice. He communicated his thoughts to the 
Governor and Colonel Laurence, to whole fuperior 
authority, and great judgment, he paid the utraoft 
deference. They were bath of his opinion; and, ac- 
cording to his requeft, gave him five hundred men 
and two field pieces. At the fame time one hundred 
and fifty men under Major Brereton, marched at 
fome diilance upon Colonel Draper’s right Bank, to 
obferve L-ally’s brigade, and prevent their corning up- 
on them from the north part of the Black Town, by 
which they had entered. 

The men marched out of the garrifon with great 
refoluiion ; and had their regularity and obedience to 
orders been equal to their fpirits, much might have 
been done; for the French fiiftered our people to 
form upon their left flank, miftaking them for Daily’s 
brigade. The fire of our artillery loaded with grape, 
foon convinced them of their error ; they immediately 
fell into the greateft confufion, abandoned their can- 
non, and thought of nothing but faving themfeives. 
Had a proper advantage been made of this critical 
moment, the confequence might have been fatal to 
the enemy. Colonel Draper’s exhortations to the fol- 
diery, to ceafe firing, and pulh the broken remains of 
the French with fixed bayonets, were quite ineffeftu- 
a! ; though he himfelf advanced forwards to fet them 

the 
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the exam plci But as he was foilow’ed only by four 
grenadiers, being unfupported, he was obliged to re- 
tire j for of the foul brave lellow^s who v/ent on with 
him, two were killed, the other two dangerouflv 
wounded. ^ 

Colonel Draper’s march, pofitions, and retreat, 
were as follows. The Colonel proceeded through the 
ftreet till he came to where he perceived fonne of the 
enemy, and received a fcattering fire. I'o check 
them he left two platoons, and marched on v/ith the 
reft to where he had a fair view of the Lorraine 
regiment and Indian battalions in the flank, •^for they 
expefted him in another ftreet a little higher up, and 
had pointed four guns in that diredion. Our cannon 
began to play brilkly with grape, and with the muf- 
ketry made fuch havock among the enemy, that they 
foon fell into confufion, and ran a-crofs the ftreet 
under cover of fome huts. 

Colonel Draper then advanced towards their guns 
(from which they had only fired three fhot) and" ex- 
changed a.piftol with the o.fiicer, who offered to fur- 
render them 1 and had there been any men to bring 
them off, they would have been taken : but our troops 
having, like the French, thrown themfeives in among 
fome old walls, and under cover of houfes, gave the 
enemy time to rally ; and confufion became fo vifible 
among our people, that Colonel Draper tliought it 
moft prudent to retreat, but unfortunately about 
eighty of his men not paying a due regard to the mo- 
tions of the reft, (which might be owing to the black 
drummers having run away, who fhouid have beat 
the retreat,) were fhut up by the enemy in a fquare, 
and taken prifoners. Colonel Draper being joined ' 
by Major Brereton, continued his retreat with little 
lofs to the Fort, notwithftanding the regiment of 
Daily came from the Armenian church to the little 
bridge, and, with two pieces, fired grape at our 
irpops pafllng along, but they moftly fell Ihort. 

Could 
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' Could regularity and obedience to the officers orders 
have been prefcrved among the men in this fally, it 
in ail probability have prevented the iiege of 
Madrafs, and have ended in the total overthrow of 
the Lorraine regiment, and the two battalions of a- 
dia •, as it was, they had thirty officers or more killed 
' and wounded, and near three hundred men. jhe 
Count D’Eftaing, a Brigadier General, was taken 
prhoner in the beginning of theaCnon. _ C^r lols was 
M-fior Polier mortally wound d; Captain Palcali ihoc 
through the body ; Captain Hurne mortally wounded 
and taken ; Captain Lieutenant Bilhock killed ; lieu- 
tenant Elliot ihot through the body; Lieutenant 
Smith wounded and taken ; Lieutenant Blair wound- 
ed and taken ; Enfign Cook wounded and taken ; En- 
fian Chafe mortally wounded and taken. Our lofe of 
men was one hundred and three taken, of which 
nineteen were wounded, about fifty were left dead on 
the fpot, and the fame number came in wounded ; fo 
that we fuffered a diminution of more than two hun- 
dred men, and nine officers. 

In the beo-inning of December Major Caillaud, from 
his known interefl and influence with the country pow- 
ers was fent with letters from the Prefidency to the 
King of Tanjore, Tondeman, and the otlrer Poly- 
gars in that part of the country, in order to procure 
afliilance from them, with which the Miyor was to 
join Captain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn, and take the 
command of that party. 

The danger both from the enemy and tne_ icaion 
were no fra^l objedions to this undertaking for as it 
was extremely difficult to guard agamft the former, 
the danger of the latter was not lefs ^ ^ appre- 
hended, fince it was the very height of the Monfoon , 
and there was no way of going to 
by fea in an open boat, withm reach of many garn 

fols which the enemy now j* 

The Prefidency having duly weighed ail thefe 
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ties, were determined at length to hazard them on ac- 
count of the uncertain ftate of affairs at the court of 
Tanjore, and the danger of its failing under the ab* 
folute influence of the French. Major Caillaud was 
therefore ordered to proceed, which he did in the 
manner aforementioned •, and having overcome all 
the difficulties which of confequence attended fuch a 
wyage at that feafon, he landed at the Danifh Fort of 
Tranquebar ; from whence as foon as the rains aba- 
ted, which was about the middle of December, he 
reached Tanjore. He found, at his arrival, the face 
of that court ftrangely altered. Monagee, the Piime 
Minifter, and all h'is adherents had been turned out, 
and a new fet placed at the head of affairs. When he 
fpoke to the King, he found him ready to confent to 
every thing he aflted ; but as foon as his back was turn- 
ed, the new council overfet it all, by perfijading theKing 
it was better to wait and fee the event, and then fide 
with the ftrongeft, according to the policy of eafleru 
courts. This did not abfolutely difeourage the Major, 
who perfevered till he was promifed a body of five 
hundred horfe, which were to be got ready as loon as 
poffible. While this was in agitation, the Major re- 
ceived the firfl advices that the enemy had invefled 
Madrafs, and were in poffellion of the Black Town. 
The King had alfb received the account ; and as it is 
natural to fuppofe, the example of Fort St. David, 
which had been fo foon given up, and his fears for 
the fate of the only fettleraeht we had left, created 
new doubts and new delays. Major Oiiliaud was put 
off from day to day, but at laft he carried his point, 
though for no more than three hundred horfe, which 
the company was to pay. He had colleded about 
the^ fame Humber of Sepoys, all cliofen men, well 
ds*ciplined and aftive, and fo they proved ; for in ele- 
ven days they marched two hundred and fifty miles, 
and got to Chengalaput. There he heard the party 
he was to command was at the Mount. Upon this 
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Colonel FORDE’s Expedition 

T O 

G O L C O N D A. 

['7S8-]^"1~^HE evetits wfiich preceded, and which 
J_ immediately followed the fiege of Fort 
St. George, being thus continued to the prefent ftate 
of inadinn, the great and glorious undertakings, and 
providential fuccefs which bleft the Englifh arms iit 
other parts of the country, may here Ind a place 
without impropriety or interruption. 

M. Lally, as foon as he refolded on the fiege of 
Fort St. George, fent orders to Golconda for M. De 
Buffy and M. Moracin to join him with part of their 
forces, leaving the command of the army at Ma- 
fulipatara, with the Marquis De Conflans. Soon 
after the departure of M. De Bufly,- the country 
powers, heartily tired of the French yoke, embraced 
this opportunity to throw it off! The Raja of Vifana- 
pore coileded an army of about three thoufand men, 
marched to Vizagapatam, irnprifoned the French 
chief, plucked down their colours, and hoifted En- 
glifh in their ftead, and at the fame time plundered 
the fadory. The Marquis De Conflans, in order to 
punifii this infult, marched his army from Mafulipa- 
tarn, purpofing to reduce the Raja, and take his 
capital Vifanapore. The Raja not being able to make 
bead againfl: the French army, applied to Colonel 
Clive at Calcutta, acquainting him with what he had 
done at Vizagapatam, and reprefenting that M. De 
Buffy had taken moft of the European forces out of 
the country. He affured him, that all the country 
powers were unanimous in defiring to be freed from 
the tyranny of the French ; and that with a fmall 
afliftarice of Europeans, he would engage to drive 
T s ■ them 
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them entirely out of thofe parts. Colonel Clive 
weighed every part of this precarious enterprize with 
that coolnefs and found judgment, which few men 
poffefs in the deliberation on great and perilous un- 
dertakings. The council, to whom he communica- 
ted his plan, confidered it in no other light than as 
hazardous in the execution, and fubjed to the moft 
fatal confequences in cafe of ill fuccefs. Thefe did 
not efcape the attention of Colonel Clive, but he was 
at the fame time juftly prepoffeffed with the idea of 
what had been fo familiar to him on the coaft of 
Coromandel, where he had fo often feen an army 
of French flying before an handful of Englifh ; and 
he knew that fuch an event, which he confidered as 
more than probable, would greatly contribute to the 
prefeiwation of Madrafs. Animated by the expeda- 
tion which he with reafon entertained, and confiding 
in his own experience, he took upon himfelf to influ- 
ence the council in an affair of fo great difficulty, 
and preferring the fecurity of Madrafs to any ho- 
nours or advantages he might acquire to himfelf by 
a larger command, chofe rather to weaken his own 
array by detaching two-thirds of his force, than not 
prevent the Marquis De Conflans fi-om reinforcing 
M. Lally at fo critical a conjundure. 

If the dangers incident to the profecution of this 
enterprize were fo alarming, thofe alfo merited atten- 
tion which threatened' Calcutta, if this expedition had 
not been undertaken. For it fhould be remarked, 
that at this very time the Shaw Zadah was preparing 
to march againfb the Soubah, our ally j and it was. 
neceffary, for the prefervation of all our fettlements 
in thofe parts, to lead an European force to repulfe 
him, Therefore it fhould be explained, that had 
M. Lally fucceeded againfb Madrafs, the fuperiority 
of our fleet would have been no fecurity to Bengal, 
and our vidorious troops at Patna might have ex- 
perienced a fatal reverfe of fortune, by finding them- 
felves cut off from all poflibiiity of a return, it being 
’ nearer 






2294 ’ Expedition to 

Here the Colonel (while Mr. Andrews was prefent) 
fettled articles of agreenaent between the company 
and the Raja. 

I. The Raja to pay the extra expence of our 
army during the time they fhould adt together, al- 
lowing the officers double batty, which was to be 
paid when vie. fhould put him in poffeffion of Raja- 
mundry, (a large town and fort then in pofTeffion of 
the French.) 

II. The Raja to polTefs all the inland country that 
belongs to the country powers in the French intereft, 
and at prefent in arms. 

lit. The company to poflefs all the conquered fea 
coaft from Vizagapatam to Mafulipatam, &c. 

Thefe articles being agreed to and figned, Mr. 
Andrews took his leave of the Colonel, and returned 
to his fettlement at Vizagapatam ; Captain Callinderj 
as fenior officer, commanded as fecond in camp. 

The army marched For feveral days till they'carae 
within light of the enemy’s camp the third of De- 
cember, which was near the village of Tailapool, 
ftrongly fituated about forty miles on this fide Ra- 
jamundry ; they had upwards of five hundred Eu- 
■ ropeans, thirty-fix pieces of cannon, and fome mor- 
tars, eight thoufand Sepoys, and a great many of the 
country pow'ers. On the fixth, Colonel Forde march- 
ed nearer the enemy, and gained an eminence at 
about three miles diftance from their camp. The 
French fcemed not inclined to quit their Ration, and 
the Colonel did not approve of attacking them to fo 
great a diladvantage, therefore determined either to 
draw them from their prefent fituation, or march 
round them and get betv/een their array and Raja- 
mundry. About fix o’clock in the evening the Colo- 
nel waited on the Raja to inform him of his intenti- 
ons, and orders were given out late for the army to 
march at half an hour after four in the morning, no 
morning-gun to fire, and no beating of drums, but 
thp greateft filence to be obferved. The M. de 

Con flans 
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Conflans expecting the Colonel would wait at his 
ground, and being informed by one of our defer- 
ters, that the troops were all raw, and unexperienced 
in difeipline, determined to cannonade our camp, 
gjjjj deferter undertook to fhew the enemy where 
they might moft annoy our people. Their v/hole 
troops were under arms at one o’clock in the morn- 
\r\rr and a large party was detached with fix pieces 
of^cannon conduded by the deferter. 

Our army ftruck their tents, and marched at the 
hour appointed, not knowing of the enemy’s inten- 
tions. The Raja’s army being not fo alert, was 
left on their ground. A little before day- break, the 
French began their cannonade, not being informed 
of our march ; this greatly difconcerted the Raja, 
who difpatched a roeffenger after the Colonel, ac- 
quainting him with his diftrefs. Oar men were 
ordered to halt, and the Colonel returned and brought 
up the Raja’s army. They then marched on toge- 
ther till they came to the village of Golapool, and 
there they halted on a fmall plain, about three miles 
from their encampment : In the mean time the 
M. de Conflans obferving our army had moved, and 
perceiving our intentions of dealing a march round 
him ordered his troops immediately in line of march, 
and’ proceeded towards us, keeping between our 
army and his own camp. We had not halted above 
half an hour before we difeovered the enemy’s Se- 
poys, and prefently after their whole line, about 
ten or twelve hundred yards diftant on our left 
flank ; -In a few minutes after they clofed, and mov- 
ed down towards us in gooa order. , » r 

About nine our line was formed, but the Indian 
army nut recovered of their morning fright, were 
all in confufion. The Raja, conlcious of the ii! bt- 
haviour of his troops, and alfo of his own negleit, 
upon Colonel Forde’s reraonftrances, lubraitted tne 
difpofal of them for the, future entirely to mm ^ 
upon which the Colonek ordered all the Indians, 



peans, being cioathed in red ciotli jackets The 
French drawing ^ near, poured in their whole fire 
upon them^ which was returned by our Sepoys 
pretty- fmartly, though they were in feme confufion, 
giving way at the fame time, while the' enemy kept 
advancing. On feeing this, Colonel Forde ordered 
the European battalion to make a quarter wheel as 
quick as poffible. They had but juft time to make 
their proper front, before the enemy’s European 
battalion were advanced very clofe. Our people 
gave them their .whole fire, which made a great 
flaughter, and 'giving two or three huzzas at the 
fame time, advanced briikly in order to piifli bayo- 
nets, This motion being fo fudden on the enemy, 
they had not time to recover their rniftake ; at the 
ferae time our .cannon* galled them greatly with grape 

As our troops advanced, their men gave wav, and 
foon fell into diforder, going to the right, about. 
Our Sepoys on the left wing, that Iiad before given 
way, renewed their charge 5 and thole on the right 
wing behaved with uncommon refoliition, and foon 
made the enemy’s Black forces on the left give 
ground, by which means about eleven o’clock the 
retreat became general. The Raja’s troops, except 

the 
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tlie few Europeans commanded by Captain Briftol, 
ail this time were idle fpedtators, only firing a few 
rockets. Had the Raja’s horfe, which were at moll: 
five hundred, purfued at this jundure, few or none 
of the French could have efcaped ; but there was 
no polTibility of getting them to charge, or even ad- 
vance beyond our European battalion. The other 
oart of his army were more intent upon plunder 
than fighting. The enemy attempted to rally again 
at their camp, but were fo clofely purfued, that they 
were obliged to difperfe in fmall bodies, making the 
bell of their way for Rajaraundry. We took pof- 
feffion of their camp, with all their ordnance, am- 
munition, ftores, tents, and camp equipage ; the 
enemy not having time to carry off any thing but 
four fmall field-pieces, and two camels loaded with 
money and papers, which the Marquis de Confians 
had ordered away on the firft diforder of their array 
to Rajaraundry, there to wait his further orders. 
The Marquis, with the commandant of artillery, 
and their attendants, on finding we had got polfef- 
fson of their camp, made off without waiting for 
any of their fcattered troops, and getting to Raja- 
mpndry that night, proceeded, the next day to Maf- 
fulipatam. 

Our army being much fatigued, the Colonel halt- 
ed in the French camp for the remainder of the 
day. After placing the proper guards of the camp, 
and fecuring our prifoners, all the pallankeens be- 
longing to the officers, and the covered chairs (which 
they call dooleys) were fent back to the field of bat- 
tle to bring the wounded of both armies. The 
French officers taken prifoners had their paroles gi- 
ven, and leave to go along with our fick and wound- 
ed to Cockanara, a Dutch fettiement about twenty 
miles from the field of battle. 

We had forty -four Europeans killed and wounded, 
among which were two Captains and three Lieute- 
nants ; and the 'French, one hundred and fifty-fix, 

officers 
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officers included. Great numbers of the Black for- 
ces fell on both fide's. 

It was a moft compleat vidory, for the enemy loft 
their whole camp, baggage, ammunition, and all their 
artillery, except the four field-pieces above mention- 
ed. dur people took thirty-two pieces of cannon, 
and the Indian array alfo took fome guns. Though 
the enemy had fuch a number of guns, they were 
ill manned, by which means, when their line ad- 
vanced, the artillery became ufelefs, being all left in 
the rear, while our guns moving with the battalion, 
were conftantly in play. 

Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, 
was ordered that evening to purfue the enemy as far 
as Rajaraundry, end there wait the arrival of the 
army ; and the next day, upon receiving intelligence 
that the French were very ftrong at Rajamimdry, 
having colleded together raoft of the fcattered parties 
of Europeans, and fome Black forces, the Colonel^ 
detached Captain Maclean, with two battalions of 
Sepoys, to reinforce Captain Knox; being joined, 
they marched, and came upon the enemy in the 
dulk of the evening, while they were croffing the 
river in boats. They killed fome Europeans, and 
took fifteen prifoners •, as for the Sepoys, they threw 
down their arras and difperfed. Captain Knox took 
poffeffion of the fort of Rajamundry, and front thence 
cannonaded the enemy acrofs the river, which obli- 
ged them*to abandon the four field-piec.es left in the 
boats on the oppofite fide. 

Rajaraundry is a barrier and key to the yizagapa- 
tam country ; the French held it as their own pro- 
perty, and always kept a governor, and a fmall body 
of troops to garrifon it. 

In this fort were taken more artillery, ammuniti- 
on, and ftcres, with about five hundred draught and 
carriage bullocks, fome horfes and camels, and. a 
good deal of rich furniture. The Colonel referved 

ail 
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all the military ftores for the company, and the re- 
mainder of the effects were fold by audion, and 
divided as a reward to the troops for their good 
behaviour. The army encamped without the town 
by the river’s fide ; one company of Sepoys doing 
duty in the fort, and another in the town, to prevent 
any difturbance. 

Colonel Forde now called upon the Raja to fulfil 
the terms of agreement, and pay the extra expences j 
but the Indian Chief, like all his countrymen, could 
not bear the thoughts of parting with money, and 
pleaded, as ufual, the impoffibility of doing it with- 
out going about the country to colled the revenues. 
As it was impracticable to carry on any military ope- 
rations without money to pay the troops, and pro- 
vide for their march, the Colonel was obliged to in- 
fill: upon the Raja’s complying with the articles which 
were fo foleranly agreed to by him, who after many 
frivolous excufes, and even endeavouring to lay the 
blame on the interpreter, convinced at length by the 
juftice, neceffity, and intereft he had in enabling the 
'troops to take the field about the middle of January, 
he paid the money, and at the fame time Colonel 
Forde delivered up the fort of Rajamundry. The 
Raja appointed Captain Briftol, a European in his 
fervice, governor of this fortrels ; and under his care 
were left the fick and wounded, and alfo the fpare 
artillery, and fome baggage. Both armies now march- 
ed towards MalTulipatara, Colonel Forde taking the 
direct road, arrived at Elore the fixth of February, 
where he waited for the Raja, who went out of the 
line of march to raife contributions. 

' The French had a faCfory at Narfipore, about 
twenty miles from Elore, at which place there were 
a hundred Europeans, and fbme Sepoys ; and M. 
Panneau the Chief feemed determined to defend it. 
Captain Knox with the firft battalion of Sepoys, was 
detached againft him, and letters were fent by the 
f olonel’s orders to the R^a of Narfipore and his 

brother. 
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brother, that in cafe they offered. to moleft Captain 
Knox’s party, or give the French the leaft afiiftance, 
they might exped to fee their whole country ruined ; 
at the fame-time offering him proper encouragement 
to induce him to enter into our ailiance. The Raja 
of Narlipore having received the Colonei's letter, 
met Captain Knox on the march, offering him af- 
fiftance, and proraifing to join the army in a fev/ 
days with what forces he could raife. On the ap- 
proach of our party, M. Panneau fent away all the 
company’s goods in boats to MafluHpatam, and car- 
ried the garrifon to join the army of obfervation, 
which was encamped about forty miles in our front, 
coniifting of two hundred and fifty Europeans, two 
thoufand Sepoys, and four pieces of cannon. 1‘his 
flying army always kept a day or two’s march be- 
fore us, ©bferving our motions, and harafling the 
country in order to diftrefs us, and retard our march. 

There we 3 found in Narfipore two four and 
twenty pount. *s, three twelve pounders, and forae 
fmail guns, w.-d feveral veffels, boats, and marine 
ftores. All tl ■’mraiinition M. Panneau had funk 
in the river. 

The Raja’s coming up the eighteenth, and 
being joined day by the Raja of Narfipore, 

marched togtiuer with Colonel Forde, and encamp- 
ed near a fmali fort, called Concale, on the twenty- 
iixth. Here the French had placed a ferjeant, with 
thirteen Europeans, and two companies of Sepoys, 
giving him ftrift orders to maintain rhe place to 
the laft extremity. '' Captain Maclean, with fix com- 
panies of the fecond battalion of Sepoys, was de- 
tached againft it. The French commandant of the 
army of obfervailon had fent the ferjeant word, 
that if he could maintain the fort till the following 
day, he would fend him a large reinforcement. On 
the approach of our detachment the enemy fired 
fraartly upon them from the cannon of the fort, 
however, by the help of a riling ground, and the 

adjacent 
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adjacent houfes of a village, our Sepoys invefted 
it clofe round. Captain Maclean attempted to force 
the gate, but vvas twice repulfed with lofs, having 
feveral of his men killed and wounded ; and find- 
ino- it impoflible to gain an entrance without can- 
non, he wrote to the Colonel, acquainting him with 
what had been done, and requefting a frnall re- 
inforcement, and two guns, which were immedi- 
ately fent, with an officer of artillery, who advanced 
his guns clofe up to the gates, and blew them open. 
Our Sepoys entered, and made a great {laughter 
among the enemy’s Sepoys : as for the Europeans, 
they hid themfelves till our people ceafed firing. 

Some few hours after we had been in poiTeffion 
of the fort, a country fellow brought intelligence of 
a party of forty Europeans, and fome Sepoys, ad- 
vancing to the relief of the place, upon which Cap- 
tain Maclean marched his detachment out of the 
fort, on a fmali plain to the weft of them ; but the 
French party hearing that the fort v>-|ts taken, re- 
turned back to their own army. 

The Marquis de Conflans was e]-,i.>araped in the 
Pettah, or village, diifant about tw* '^ijiles from the 
walls of Maffulipatam. Here th rmy was fup- 
plied with water, for it is to be -, : r; ’ed that there 
are no frefti fprings in the ; yitjd here they 
were polled to fo great advantoge, «Uat it is furpri- 
fing the Marquis de Conflans did nc/t chufe to keep 
poifefllon of that ground, from, whence, if he had 
been obliged to retire, his retmat would have been 
covered by the guns in the garrkbn. However, he 
did not chufe to hazard an aftiou ui any rate ; but 
when Colonel Forde appeared on the* fixth of Marcii, 
he moved into the fort, and our army encamped on 
the ground he quitted the fame ififernoon. 

The French had an army of obfervadon, confift- 
ing of about two hundred, and fifty Europeans, and 
two thoufand Sepoys, who lay for forae time between 
our army and Rajamundry, to cut off our fuppHes 
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at length they fummoned Captain 
Briftol, who was obliged to furrender, having firft 
conveyed away by fea to Cockanara all the money 
which was fent him by Mr. Andrews from Vizaga- 
patam, for the life of the army, and alfb the fick 
and wounded. The advantage which the enemy 
reaped from the taking of Rajamundry was the dif- 
appointing our army of the money, the feizing fuch 
baggage and efFeds of the olBcers as were left^thcre, 
and making prifoners twenty Europeans, and forty 
Sepoys 

Maffulipatam was inverted the feventh cr^TVfarch, 
the fame day on which the news arrived that M, 
Lally had raifed the fiege of Fort St. George. 

From the feventh of March, to the feventh of 
April, the befiegers were conftantly employed in car- 
rying on the ufual and neceffary approaches. They 
bombarded the town, and deftroyed a great many 
hoiifes : they battered and made feveral breaches 
in the baftions, which the belieged, by their num- 
bers, very ealily repaired. On the fixth of April, 
breaches being made in two baftions, great hopes 
were entertained of our being able to attack the 
next day, but notwithftanding our continual fire all 
night, by the morning of the feventh, the enemy 
had repaired them } and now the commander of 
art llery reprefented to the Colonel, that there was 
only two days ammunition remaining, having ex- 
pended upwards of four hundred barrels of powder, 
with ftioc and fhells in proportion, that with brifk 
firing all day, the breaches might be opened again 
as before, but that was all that could be done fur- 
ther by the batteries. Upon this report, Colonel 
Forde knowing the confequence whieh murt una- 
voidably attend the railing the fiege, determined to 
attempt it by ftorm the fame evening. Accordingly 
the difpofition was fixed, and the army ordered to 
be under arms at ten o’clock at night. Depending 
wholly upon his Europeans, he deftined them for 

' tbs 
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intelligence, the Major, lea^mg h's roen who were 
foo much fatigued to follow him at that time, took 
frelh horfes, and arrived at the Mount about two in 

Here he found that Ifouf Cawn, (who after feveral 
encounters had flill fifteen hundred Sepoys, and two 
thnufand horfe) had been joined by Captain Prefton, 
with part' of the garrifon of Chengalaput, confifting 
of about fix hundred Sepoys, fixty Europeans, and 
fix three pounders. There were alfo added to this 
party, Captain Vafferot, with ten of his troopers. 
The occafion of his coming was the immediate ne- 
cefliry of fupplying this little army with money, 
which being indifpenfibly urgent. Captain Vafferot 
offered himfelf to lead ten of his troopers, who fhould 
each carry a bag of a thoufand pagodas to the camp, 
and this he moft gallantly effected. 

With this body of troops Captain Prefton had fre- 
quently cut off the enemy’s fupplies by land, and fur- 
prized one convoy with a number of fpare arms and 
tents for three thoufand men, which he took. He 
kept M. Laliy in conftant alarms, by continually mo- 
ving about, but ftill keeping fo near him, as greatly 
to difturb andharrafs him. Captain Prefton had re- 
pulfed feveral detachments from the Frertch army ; 
and, in one aftion, which had been very fevere, had 
the good fortune to difperfe great part of the black 
forces, which obliged the enemy to move off towards 
Arcot to recruit from whence they had returned with 
an augmentation of the- country .troops three days be- 
fore Major Caiilaud joined the army. 

Captain Prefton’s adivity, as it merited all the 
acknowledgments W'hich were beftowed on it by the 
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fay they were like the flies, no fooner beat off Iromone 
part, but they came to another. For this purpofe he 
ordered a detachment of fix hundred Europeans, fif- 
teen hundred Sepoys, all his cavalry, (which conilftcd 
of near three hundred European dragoons, and about 
one hundred Hufliirs, with a thoufand Marattas,) and 
ten pieces of cannon, to attack them. Notice being 
received before day that a large body of the enemy 
were advancing, Nfajor Caiilaud prepared to receive 
them, by polling his troops to the belt advantage. It 
has already been faid, that round the bottom of the 
Mount, many inciofures had been made, and gardens 
laid out, furrounded with brick walls parapet high not 
to intercept the proipecl. On the Mount, and behind 
thefe garden walls, the Major had made the beft dif 
pofition he could of his infantry. His cavalry were 
al! drawn up on the right, being the beft fpot where 
they could ad. As the day broke the enemy appear- 
ed in light, and the cannonade began. Their cavalry 
v/as inclining very faft to the right, about three hun- 
dred paces from the front of our left, it was mofllv 
their Europeans whopufhed on that fide, while their 
Sepoys endeavoured to occupy all the banks and places 
on our left, for there they could be under cover. Their 
cavalry made a Hand as foon as they came oppofite to 
ours, to whom orders were immediately lent to 
charge. They readily obeyed, and moved on with a 
good countenance for about one hundred yards i but 
finding the enemy were advancing upon them with 
the fiirae intention, they were leized with a paunick, 
and fled with the utmoft precipitation. 

The French cavalry who were foremoft, purfiied a 
little too eagerly a laige body that were prefling 
through an interval, which is between the village and 
the foot of the Mount. They were loon flopped by 
a difeharge from a party of foot, which had been 
polled there. Upon this they retreated, not without 

lofs. 
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ofs. Tilings went on a little better on the left. The 
nlliige was well defended, and two or three times 
:aken and re-taken, till at length, after three hours 
iijpute, It was loft by the rafhnefs of the offxer who 
:omtnanded that poft ; who feeing the enemy retreat 
fome ccnfuhon, indifcreetly purfiied, noc^bferving 
a party that was ready to fupport them. This party 
(lopped him, and drove him out of the village which 
he never after could recover. 

Thus ftood affairs about ten o’clock in the morning, 
when the enemy, tired of attacking, contented them- 
felves with cannonading usfeverely, in hopes, by that 
means, they might diflodge us : but though our peo- 
ple fuftered a good deal, they could not prevail ; there- 
fore about four they made another attack ; but the 
garden walls were fo lined with raufquetry, that it 
quite difpirited them, and they began to think of a 
retreat At the clofe of the evening they moved off 
their artillery, and foon after their whole body, and 
left us matters of the field of battle, where we re- 
mained about two hours, which was all the time that 
Major Caillaud thought proper to ftay, having no am- 
mimition left for his artillery, and very little for the 
hiufquetry : he therefore moved off in the night to- 
wards Chengalaput, the only place from whence he 
could be fupplied. The lols of the enemy in this af- 
fair was about one hundred and feventy Europeans kil- 
led and wounded, and near three hundred Sepoys. 

In the beginning of the fiege, M. Lally, who had 
made very free with the Dutch ever fince his arrival in 
the country, was pleafed to give them another proof 
of what little refped he paid to their neutrality, by 
leizing the Fort of Sadrafs, a (ettlement of theirs on 
the coaft, equally diftant from Pondichery and Ma- 
drais. Being refolved to make a magazine of this 
place, he turned out the Dutch foldiers and garrifon- 
■ ed it with French , giving for a reafon, that he did it 
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to prevent our taking it, which he pretended was our 
defign. 

When it had pafled into the hands of our enemy. 
Major Caillaud thought proper to ky a plan for fur- 
prizing it, and difpoied his march fo as to be there 
about four o’clock in the morning. The darknefs of 
the night deceiving the guides, he could not reach Sa- 
drafs, which is twenty miles from Chengakput till 
late next day, which effeclually dilappointed his 
fcheme, as he was not ftrong enough to attempt it by 
open force. An accident, however, made him 
amends for his diiappointment. At night his patroles 
brought him one of M. Lally’s mefler.ger^ v/ith a let- 
ter direCf ed to the Governor of Pondichery ; w'hich is 
Jb extraordinary, that it would be unpardonable not 
to infert it with the other occurrences relative to the 
liege of Fort St. George ; elpecially as it is a moft 
authentic proof that the garrilbn owed their delive- 
rance to their own bravery andcondudt, and not to the 
arrival of the lliips, fince they did not appear till after 
the writing of, this letter. 

Au camp devant Madras le 14 Fevrigr, 1759. 

Monfieur, 

“ II auroit un beau coup a faire id, il y aun Vaif- 
feau en cette rade de vingc pieces de canon charge de 
routes les richeflesde Madras et qu’on dit y devoir raf- 
ter jufqu’au vingtieme ; I’Expedition vient d’arriver 
mais M. Gorlin n’eft point homme a I’attaquer, puis 
qu’ii I’a dga fait fuir uue fois. Le Brillol d’un autre 
core a pefne a paru a St. Thome que fur la nouvelle 
vague des treize Vaiffeaux de Portonove il a pris i’epou- 
vante et apres avoir debarquee les munitions doni il 
etoit charge, il n’a feulement pas voulu fe donner le 
terns de reprendre douze pieces de fon canon qu’ii nous 
avoir prete pendant le fiege ; ft j’etoitjuge dii point 
d’itonneur des officiers de la compagnie, je ie calierois 
corame un verre, ainfi que qiielques autres : or !a 
, ' Fiddle 
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Fiddle ou ce meme Briftol, avec fes dou 2 e canons dei 
phis, fuffiroit pour fe rendre maitre du batiment An- 
glois, s’il poiiyoit paryenir a gagner le vent fur iu^ 
dans Fobfcurite de ia nuit. Maugendre et Tremillier 
font, dit on, tres bons et ne duffent ilsfervir qu’au 
tranfport de deux cens blefsesque nousavonsici, le 
lervice feroitd’importanee. 

“ Nous fommes toujourS dans la meme pofition : 
la breche faitedepuis quinze jours, toujours a quinze 
toizcsdu mur de la place, et jamais ne levant, la tde 
pour la regarder. Je compte qu’en arrivant a Pondi- 
cliery nous chcrcherons tons a apprendre quelqu’autre 
metier, ear celuy de la guerre exige trop de pati- 
ence. 

“ De quinze milk Cipayesdont I’armee eft, censfe 
composee, jkn compte a peu pres huit cens fur ia route 
de Pondichery , charge de fucre et de poivre et aiitres 
jharcjiapdifes, quant aux Couiis, ils font tous em- 
ployes pour Je _meme objet depuis le jour que nous 
fommes arrive ici. 

“ Je prendrai raes mehires des aujoiird’htiy pour 
embrafer la ville noire et faire fauter la Poudriercj 
Vous n’imaginerez jamais que ce font cinqUante defer” 
teiirs Franfois et une cental ne de Suiffes qui tiennent 
en arret deux milk homines des troupes du Roy et de 
la Corapagnie qui font encore ici exiftant, malgre ks 
etats furcharg& que chacun fait ici a fa guile de la 
bouehene qu’on en a fait, et vous.ferez encore plus 
furprisflje vous difois, que fans ks dettx combats et ks 
quarres battaiiks que nous avons elTuye, et fans ks 
deux batteries qui ont ete manqueesou faites de traverse 
pour parkr plus clairement, nous n’aurions pas perdu 
dnquantes hommes depuis le commencement du fiege, 
jufques aujourd’huy. J’ay ecrk a M. de Larche, s’il 
perfifte a ne point venir iei, tirera de I’argent qui 
voudra des Poleagares, ce ne fera pasmoy,, etje re- 
nonce, comme je vous en ai deja prevenu il y a plus 
d’un mois, a me mekr diredtement nt indirectemenc 
de tout ce qui pent avoir raport a votre adminiftrati- 
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on, foit civile foit militaire I’irai plus tot comman- 
der les CafFres de Madagafcar que de refter dans cette 
Sodome, qu’il neft pas poffible que le feu des Anglois 
ne detruife tot ou tard au defaut de celuy du Ciel, 

Fay I’honneur d’etre, &c. 

L A L L Y.” 

Je fuis obliger de vous prevenir que Mr. De 
Soupire ayant refuse de prendre le commandernent de 
cette armee que je luy ai ofFert, et auquel il eft auto- 
rise par le double de mes expeditions que la cour luy 
avoit remis, ilfaudra que malgre Vous, avec le confeil, 
Vous vous en chargiez. Je m’engage feulement a vous 
la ramener foit a Arcatte, foit a Sadrafs, envoyez y 
VOS ordres, ou portez vous y .vous raeme pour la Com- 
mander, carje la quite en y arrivant?’ 

Tranflation of an intercepted letter from M. Lally to 
M. de Leyrit. 

From the camp before Madrafs, the >4th 
of February 1759. 

“ A good blow might be ftruck here ; there is a 
fhip in the road, of twenty guns, laden with all the 
riches of Madrafs, which it is faid will remain there 
till the 20th. The Expedition is juft arrived, but M. 
Gorlin is not a man to attack her ; for ftie has made 
him run away once before. The Briftol, on the other 
hand, did but juft make her appearance before St. 
Thomas, and on the vague report of thirteen ftiips 
coming from Porto Novo, ftie took fright j and after 
landing the provifions with which foe was laden, foe 
would not ftay long enough, even to take on board 
twelve of her own guns, which ftie had lent us for the 

fiege. • 
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“ If I was the judge ot the point of honour of the 
Company’s officers, I would break him like glafs, as 
well as fdme otliers of them. 

“ Th.e Fideile, or the Harlem, or even the a^ore-* 
faid Briftoi, with her twelve guns reffored to her, 
would be fufficient to make themielves matters of the 
Englilh fhip, if they could manage fo as to get to 
v.'indward of her in the night. Maugendre and'Xre- 
millier are faid to be good men j and were they em* 
ployed only to tranfport two hundred wounded meiij 
that we have here, their ferviee would be of impor- 
tance. 

“ We remain ftiliin the fame pofition * the breach 
made thefe fifteen days ; all the time within fifteen 
toiles of the wall of the piace^ and never holding up 
our heads to look at it. 

“ I reckon we ttiall, at our arrival at Pondichery^ 
endeavour to learn fome other trade ; for this of war 
requires too much patience; 

Of fifteen hundred Sepoys which attended our 
army, I reckon near eight hundred are employed upon 
the road to Pondichery, laden with fugar,” pepper,; 
and other goods ; and as for the Coulis, they are ail 
employed for the fame purpofe, from the firftday we 
came here. 

I am taking my meafures from this day to fet fire 
to the Biack-tov/n, and to blow up the powder-mills. 

“ You will never imagine^ that fifty French defer- 
ter.s, ar.d one hundred Swifs, are adually ftopping the 
progrefs of two thoufand men of the King’s and Com- 
pany’s troops, v/hich are ftill here exitting, notwith- 
ftaading the exaggerated accounts that every one 
makes here, accordirjg to his own fancy,' of the 
Caughter that has been miade of them 5 and you will 
be ftill more furprized, if I tell you, that, were it not 
for the two combats and four jaattles we fuftained, and 
for the batteries which failed, or, to {peak more pro- 
perly, which were unlkilfuily made, tse flioiild not , 

P 2 have 
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have loft fifty men, from the commencement of the 

fiegetothisday. , .r, m ■ 

« I have wrote toM. deLarche, that it he perfifts in 
not coming here, let who will raife money upon the Poly- 
ears for me, I will not do it ; and 1 renounce (as 1 in- 
formed youamonth ago I would do) meddling, diredly 
or indirealy, with any thing whatever that may have 
relation to your adminiftration, whether civil or milita- 
ry. For I had rather go and command the Caffres of 
Madasalcar, than remain in this Sodom j which it is 
impoible but the fire of the Englith rauftdeftroy, 
fooner or later, even though that from Heaven Ihould 

not. , . , „ - 

I have the honour to be, &e. occ. 


Signed, 


L ALLY. 



P. S. I think it neceffary to apprize you, that, as 
M. de Soupire has refufed to take upon him the com- 
mand of this array, which I have offered to him, and 
which he is irapowered to accept, by having received 
from the court a duplicate ot my commiilion, yen 
muft of neceflity, together with the council, take it 
upon you. For ray part, I undertake only to bring it 
back, either to Arcot or Sadrafs. Send therefore, 
your orders, or come yourfelves to command it ; for 
I fiiall quit it upon my arrival there. 

Upon the receipt of this letter, which was imme- 
diately fent to Madrafs, Major Caillaud marched 
back again, to be near the fort, and to be ready for 
what fervice might be required of him. • M. Lally 
had not time to execute his intentions of burning the 
Black-town, for on the i6th in the evening, at length 
arrived our long expedted reinforcement : on their firft 
appearance he got ready for his march, and the 
morning he was near out of fight. He left behind 
him all his heavy cannon, about forty pieces, and a 
large quantity of ftores. .And thus Madrals was lav- 
ed, after a fiege of nine weeks, to the great honour 
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of all thofe who were concerned in its defence. Co- 
lonel Lawrence, who commanded, had the fatisfadti- 
on to fee all his fervices jn the country crowned by a 
moft honourable defence of the capital. His judg- 
ment and experience were nobly feconded by the fpi- 
rited condud and bravery of Colonel Draper and Ma- 
jor Brereton. The Governor, Mr. Pigot, contributed 
alfo greatly to their fuccefs, by his prudent manage- 
ment of the ftores, and the regularity which he en- 
forced:, he frequently vifited ail the polls, and was 
very liberal to thofe who diflinguilhed theralelves up- 
on the works. 

The fum of fifty thoufand roupees had been pro- 
mifed, as an encouragement and reward to the garri- 
fon for their good behaviour, in cafe they ftiould, by 
their refillance, oblige the enemy to raile the fiege. 
Immediately upon the going off of the French the 
money w'as^ iffued, and two thirds diftributed among 
the Europeans, and one third to the Sepoys and La& 
cars. 

A fiege which occafioned the exertion of fo much 
judgment, Ikiil, and indefatigable adlivity, as were 
Ihev/n by the Governor and military officers, deferve^ 
to be recorded in the moll circumftantial manner ; eG 
pecially as the minute operations for the defence of 
the works will be intlruftive to all who either pradice 
or delight in the art of fortification. It is very fortu- 
nate that a particular detail of all the operations haa 
been delivered, in a journal taken upon the fpot by 
the principal engineer : fuch a curiofity mull be the 
more acceptable, as it is certainly rare j there having 
been few inftances, of late years, of any place which 
has been lb ferioufly attacked, and fo ohftinately and 
fuccefsfully defended. 
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U RI N G the fally, the enemy fired feveral 


U R 1 N the ially, tne enemy nrea leverat 
I 1 fhot from fome field-pieces into the fort, but 
Hid nodamasei thev were quiet the remain^ 


did no damage v they were quiet the remain- 
ing part of the day, and we only fired a few cannon 
on thpfe places where we imagined they were at work. 
No Europeans, were to be had this day for a working 
party; but Iluckily collected a few Cooleys, brick- 
layers, and other artificers, and let them to make a 
dam in the gut, to fhut up the communication 
' between the water in the river and ditch, left the 
enemy fhould cut the dam, which kept up the 
ter two feet or more, and thereby drain fo much orr. 
This was a piece of work on which muah depended. 
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and which, with difficuky, 1 got finilked before nighr. 
I alfo fet up a palliladoe in an opening under the fo\ith 
flank of the royal baftion, and removed Ibme oabi- 
ons, falcines, and other materials, which were in the 
way on the ramparts. 

Bee. 1 5.J Several deferters have come in from the 
ppemy this day and yefterday ; who al! agree in their 
reports, that the enemy loft many men and officers iq 
yefterday’s adtion. The enemy fired not a Ihot this 
day from cannon or fmall arms, nor have they been 
perceived any where at work ; though we have many 
informations of their ereding batteries, and fire now 
andthenatthe fufpeded places. By the enemy’s re- 
connoitring and fituation, it feems as if. they intended 
to attack the north front by the north-eaft' angle ; I 
therefore confidered what ' was moft neceiTary to be 
4 one to oppoft them, and refolved to CQrapieat the 
blind which I intended before the old north-eaft baftion, 
and to ered a fafcine battery on the glacis, before the 
fhouider of the eaft face of the north-eaft baftion 5 
which battery is to reach quite down to the furf, and in- 
tended to fweep under the bank of the glacis, wliich 
had been cut down by the lea, and afforded good cover 
for an enemy. It was alfo determined to fet up a pal- 
lifadoe before the fea gate, and to clofe up with ftones 
the fmali gate on each fide the large one, A Captain, 
two fubaiterns, and one hundred men, befides all the 
blacks I could colled, were ordered on the above fer- 
v-ices, with Meff. Leigh, Eifer, and Stevenfon, engi- 
neers. 

16.] A party of forty volunteers, and forty Se- 
poys, were this night ordered out, about eleven 
o’clock, to give ‘the enemy an alert, and, if poffible, 
nail up fome pieces of cannon which it was faid were 
in the Black-town ; but they had not proceeded much 
beyond the glacis, , before the enemy’s advanced cen- 
tihels gave their fire, and alarmed their whole force ; 
fb that opr party, on hearing the drumbeat to arms, 

^ ' retired. 
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retired. A party of one hundred foldiers, and fixty- 
five Sepoys, were this morning paraded for working, 
and diftributed chiefly to the works mentioned yefter- 
day, which were nearly finifhed by night *, and the 
pallifadoe round the fea gate Viranda entirely com- 
pieated. Fafcines were alio laid round, to form a pa- 
rapet on that part of the fea gate battery which had 
none ; and foine fand bags laid for the fame purpofe 
ill part of the barbet battery towards the fea ; earth 
was alfo laid on the arch over the magazine under the 
old weft curtain, find over part of the hofpital ad- 
joining. 

Dec. 17.] Laft night, about eight o’clock, the ene- 
my gave an alarm, by a few mencoming near the gla-. 
cis and giving their fire ; nothing remarkable happen- 
ed afterwards. This day one hundred men, two Ser- 
jeants and one corporal, were on a working party, but 
the weather being very rainy, little was done ; they, 
and about two hundred blacks, were chiefly employ- 
ed on the two batteries mentioned the t 5th, to the 
north-eaft, in thickening the parapets of the old north- 
eaftbaftion, compleating the barbet battery withfand- 
b^s, laying earth on the hofpital arches, fixing a pal- 
lifadoe to clofe the communication from the covered 
way on each fide to the north ravelin, and repairing 
forae cheeks of the embrafures on the demi-baftion, 
befides other trifling repairs. The enemy was not for 
certain perceived to be any where at work, though 
Angle guns fby way of fecurity in the night, I fup- 
pole) were perceived in fome of the ftreets. Very 
few fhot were fired by us, and fewer (hells, during 
this day. Several deferters came in laft night and this 
evening; from whom we learnt the enemy had Ibme 
mortars arrived at St. Thome, The Governor this 
day gave it out publickly, that he would diftribute fifty 
diouland roupees among the garrilbn five days af* 
|er the fiege was raifed, or the French beat ofE 
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Dec. 18.J This mornirg it was perceived that the 
enemy had thrown 'up a b. call- work from the houfes 
on the beach near the Old-town, to the fea fide ; but 
whether intended for a battery, or to prevent any at- 
tempt of ours on their flank, cannot be faid, though 
I believe the latter ; becaufe the trench from whence 
the fend has been taken is on the fide of the enemy, 
contrary to the method of making batteries j Ibme- 
thing of the feme kind was perceived in the ftreets 
next the fea, but no guns or mortars have yet been 
fired, or appeared ready for that purpofe On our 
fide, a very few (hot or fliefls were thrown. The 
gentlemen of the fquadron, and marines, who had been 
on board a Dutch Ihow the 1 2th, with an intent to go 
and take the French Ihip which is coming up with their 
ftores, were this morning landed, being very unwil- 
ling to undertake the expedition ; and having been 
detained by bad weather fo long in the road, that it 
was fuppofed they were difcovered Captain Jafper, 
who was to have commanded them, appeared much 
chagrined at his difappointment ^ and indeed with rea- 
fon, for had he fucceeded (and 1 think he had great 
reafon to expeifl fiiccefs) nothing could have done us 
more fervice,.or the enemy greater prejudice. A great 
many people were perceived to day moving from the 
Mount towards the Black-town, which we apprehend- 
ed were bringing up the enemy’s ftores. It is very 
remarkable, that thirty-three deferters have come in 
from the enemy fince their arrival, and not one man 
has deferted from the garrifon, or been feen in li- 
quor. 

A Peon came in and informed us, that Cap- 
tain Preflron had feat out a party, under Lieute- 
nant Airy, from Chengalaput, which had intercepted 
a convoy of the enemies ftores, confifting of tents 
fuffident for the covering of three thoufend men, a 
large mortar, which he fpiked up, and burnt the bed j 
two guns, which he alfo fpiked, and burnt the car- 
riages; 
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riages ; and forae ammunition, which he carried off, 
widi all the bullocks. No deferters laft night ; which 
!s owing, I fuppofe, to fome extraordinar7 care or or- 
ders of M. Lally’s. The working party was this day 
about one hundred men, without officers ; they, and 
the black artificers, were chiefly employed in fixing a 
palliiadoe before the new battery by the fea fide j 
opening another embrafure in that battery; cutting 
down die high bank which the furf had made by 
waihing away the glacis ; thickening the parapets of 
the old north-eaft baftion ; repairing the embrafures 
with palroeiras, which had been blown away by our 
own guns laying earth on the hofpital ; fixing a pallb 
fadoeon the gorge of the north ravelin, and repairing 
a dam which had been made in the gut to the 
north- weft to keep the water in the ditch ; but the wa- 
ter had rofe fb high by the laft four day’s rain, that 
half the dam was deftroyed, and the water, confider^ 
ably lluik. 

Dec. 1 9.] This morning we perceived that the enemy 
had thrown up another breaft-work, about fixty feet 
in length, and one hundred yards, or more, advanced 
before that thrown up the preceding night ; both thefe 
retrenchments terminate on the fliif, the latter at the 
diftance of about five hundred yards from the north- 
eaft faliant angle of the covered way, and feem ra- 
ther intended to cover a guard ported there to 
prevent a furprize, or defertion, than for any annoy- 
ance to the fort ; however, from the proceeding of 
the enemy it appears as if they intended to advance 
along the beach, and attack the demi and north-eaft 
baftions ; it is therefore refolved that platforms fhould 
be raifed in the covered way, fufficiently high for field- 
pieces, on covered way carriages, to fire over the pa- 
rapet. It is farther refolved to raife. a parapet of 
the demi baftion, near the faliant angle, two or three 
feet higher than the reft, and to ereCf a traverfe oii 
the eaft wing, to prevent an enfilade > to raife the 
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blind before the north-eaft baftion, fo high as M'ili 
juft adroit the guns to fire over it at the enemy’s 
works ; that the paffage between the upper and lower 
flank of the dembbaftion fhouid be doled in the fe- 
cureft manner ; and that the north ravelin fhouid be 
put in the beft condition of defence we might have 
time or workmen to do. The working party, of 
about one hundred men, with fuch Cooleys, Pallan^ 
keen boys and others, as I could colledt, were fet 
about the feveral articles above mentioned. The 
firing on our fide was little to-day, except from wall 
pieces ; and not even a mufket ftiot came from the 
enemy. Five Chelingas were feen this morning go- 
ing out of St, Thome bar, and failed to the fbuthward, 
as we apprehended for ftores. 

Dec. 20.3 Laft night the fubaltern on duty in the 
north-eaft angle of the covered way, with twenty-one 
men and fome Sepoys, was ordered to fally on the re- 
trenchment and works, vs'hich we fuppofed the enemy 
was carrying on ; but it being father too light they were 
difcovered, and the Sepoys taking a pannick at a party 
of fix horfe which appeared, ran away, which intirai- 
dat||d the Europeans, and they, after giving their fire, 
retreated alfo. We had one European killed and two 
dangeroufly wounded : the Sepoys fuffered in the fame 
manner. The Commandant of Sepoys, Jemaul Saib, 
being defirous of attacking St. Thome laft night, 
was fent out with ten companies of Sepoys but tak- 
ing the diredt road over the Long-bridge, be was dif- 
covered by a few French Sepoys, at Mr. Powney’s 
houfe, who gave him their fire ; upon which moft of 
his people threw down their arms, which induced him 
to, return. ■ The enemy, we could perceive this morn- 
ing, had been at work laft night, and to appearance, 
had, drawn about fifty yards of a parallel weftward 
from their moft advanced breaft-work. They alfo 
bad got a gun behind their firft breaft-work, and 
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from thence fired feveral fhot at the fnow which l&j 
in the road under dutch colours : the fhot moftly fell 
fhort, one or two entered and killed a Lalbar ; the 
veffel therefore weighed and flood a little farther off, 
as well to avoid any annoyance from thence, as to pre- 
vent a furprize. A boat appearing off St. Thora^, 
a party of marines was fent in three moffiilas to fetch 
her in, which thev efFeded, and found her to be a 
boat going from Sadrafs to Pulliacat. The working 
party was this day one hundred men, and employed 
as yefterday, except on the old north-eaft baflion, 
the parapets of which were finifhed. This afternoon 
the artillery ferjeant on the north-eaft baftion, intend- 
ino’ to fire a difcharge of grape at fome of the ene- 
my which appeared at their breaft-works, unfortu- 
nately fome fcattering fhot fell into the covered way, 
and miferably wounded three Cooleys who were rolling 
gabions upon the work there carrying on. 

Tec. 21.] Laft night we fired fhot or fhells every eight 
or ten minutes, on the place where we fufpedled the e- 
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went From the fort-houfe v/e perceived, in the mean 
time, two guns perhaps eighteen or twenty-four 
pounders, the one drawn by bullocks, fifteen or eioh-. 
teen yoke, and the other by bullocks and Cooler, 
paffing from Chindadree pagoda acrois the plain to- 
wards the Potters village but being near enough for 
our great guns to reach them, fome fhot were imme- 
diately fired from the Nabob’s baftion, and Law- 
rence’s, which toon made the Cooleys and bullocks 
halt, and one of the guns finking almofi to the axle- 
tree at the fame time, it was propofed to fend a party 
of three hundred Sepoys, with a promife of a great 
reward, to nail up the cannon 5 they were accordino- 
ly fent out at the weftern gate, on the fight of which, 
and our firing, the bullocks were caft off from the 
guns, and the Cooleys ran away, leaving the guns a- 
lone. Our firing, and- the motions ot the Sepoys, 
alarmed the enemy in the Black-town, fo that about 
two hundred European horfe were fent in all hade to- 
wards the guns, and their foot marched to the wed 
fide of the Black-town to fupport them 5 this we per- 
ceived, and fearing the Sepoys might be cut to 
pieces, fent Orders for them not to advance beyond 
the little bridge leading from the ifland to Egmore. 
The enemy, by thefe motions, w^ere entirely alarmed, 
and we had an opportunity of firing many fiiot af 
their horfe and foot, but the execution was uncertain. 
About four or five in the evening more Cooleys and 
bullocks were fent to fetch their guns, and, in fpite ' 
of our fire carried them off towards Mr. Turner’s 
garden-houfe i where, I believe they were left for 
that night. The working party the fame number, 
and employ, as yefterday, Mr. Lally, by a letter 
to Count D’Eftaing yefterday, complained that Ifouf 
Cawn was committing great devaftations to the fouth- 
wardi near Pondichery and that he ftiould in con- 
fequence, be obliged to make reprifals round Ma- 

drafs. 
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Jrafs. As to that, he cannot well depopulate the 
:o*un'ty more than he has ; for, though he may be 
Dbliged to retreat, it will be long e’er Madrafs re- 
covers its inhabitants, and becomes a place of 

Ifade. ^ *■' 

The Nabob and his family were laft night fent on 
board the Ihow in the road, with Mr. Norris, a coun- 
fellor, and failed this morning for Negapatam, where 
it is propoied the Nabob ftiall land, and proceed to 
Trichinopoly, from whence • he may have an oppor- 
tunity of diilufbing the enemy. 

Dec. 22.] Laft night the fire of (hot and {hells on the 
enemy was as the preceding nights; the w'orking 
party was one hundred men, and employed, in ge- 
neral, as before, except thofe on the demi b^fcios, 
where the traverfe being fini{hed, they were fet-to 
repair fome part of the "face and front of two mer- 
lons, which had fallen down in the late rains, 

23,] The cannon or mortars fired till night every 
ten minutes on the enemy, in order to difturb their 
workmen, who by morning had deepened and length- 
ened clieir parallel a few feet ; they had alfo been at 
work on their line of communication between Mutall 
Pettah and Peda Naigues ; but had not finiflied either 
that, or the work they had been on elfewhere. About 
eight or nine in the morning a fail appeared to the 
northward, and anchored about eleven o’clc^k ; fte 
faluted with nine guns, which we anfwered with nine 
{hot into the Biack-town. This {hip was the Thames, 
from Vizagapatam in four days; and brings us ad- 
vice of Colonel Forde having given the Marquis _de 
Confians, and the French forces under him, an entire 
defeat ; the further particulars of which mail be de- 
ferred till the letters are landed, the wind blew fo 
frelh, and the furf ran fo high, that no boat could get 
off. However, that the enemy might not wait fo 
long, we had all the troops in the covered way, and 

gave 


r' i'ii''' 
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gave them a Feu de Joye_ fi'om our rauflcetry, and 
three times feven -twenty-four pounders with fhot into 
the Black-town. The working party confifted of one 
hundred men, and were employed on the blind be- 
fore the did north-eaft baftion, and on railing the fa- 
ces of the royal to the diftance of forty feet on each 
fide the faliant angle, to prevent the effedt of Ihot en 
Ticochet } for which purpofe the firft enibrafures on 
each fide were doled. The black artificers and Coo- 
leys were employed on the north lunette, raifmg the 
parapets, lining the embrafures with Palmeira trees, 
and clofing the communication with the covered way 
by a traverfe an each fide. 

Dec. 24-] The wind blowing very hard laft night, it 
was apprehended the Thames, which had only one an- 
chor and cable, and drove, would have been obliged 
to quit the road, Hov/ever, ftie rode it out *, but on 
feeing the veflei to the northward weigh, and ftand 
towards the road, fhe weighed alfo, and ftretched off 
tofea; in the afternoon Ibe attempted to fetch in 
again, but by the evening was out of fight to the 
fouthward. The French veflei came oppofite the 
north end of the Black-town and anchored. The 
fire of fhot and fhells laft night, on fuch places as the 
enemy was fufpeded to be working at, was fbraewhat 
more frequent than the preceding evening: and, 
by what we could difcover, they ‘had only enlarged 
their parallel a little, and placed a few timbers within 
to keep up the earth. The working party was about 
one hundred men, and was employed on the blind- 
before the old north-eaft baftion, and in raifing the 
parapets of the royal baftion. The blacks, in facing, 
the embralures of the northern wwks, and finifhing 
the traverfes of the north ravelin. This evening a 
foldier was executed for attempting or threatening to 
Ihoot his ferjeant. Finding that the foldiers on the' 
working parties were Ibmewhat unruly, the Governor 
gave out immediate orders, that all people fo'eth- 

pioyed 
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ployed niould ftridtly obey my own, or affiftant’s or- 
ders ; and, in cafe of ncgled, be feverely punillied. 
Mr. Catsford, a Company’s fervant, was appointed 
a practitioner, and to rank as Enfign. 

Dec. 25.] I'he fire from our cannon and mortars was 
kept up laft night as in the preceding. The enemy, 
as far as we could perceive, had done very little v'ork, 
and that only in deepening and thickening their pa- 
rahel. Our working party was one hundred men, 
belidcs fome few Lafcars, about thirty Cookes, and 
fifty or fixty Sepoys : they were in general employed 
as yefterday, except in removing the fafcine parapet 
on the fea gate redoubt, and making another of ga- 
bions. ^ 1 he traverfes of the north lunette were this 
day finifhed, and the platforms of the demi baftioh 
were lengthened eight feet with fleepers and plank. 
The Governor, Colonel Lawrence, and the principal, 
officers having affembled this evening, and confidered 
fome intelligence they had received of the enemy’.s 
ereding batteries, agreed that the moft neceflary 
work at prefent wasftnifhing the traverfes on the 
royal baftion, and then clofing' the opening between 
the north-wed curtain and the blind before the Mint 
fally-port; allb eroding a traverfe in the covered 
way, before the north face of the royal baftion. Laft 
night, as a Corporal was patroling on ’the glacis to the 
northward, a Sepoy fired at liinvand iEo't him dead. 
In the forenoon a iibop appeared to the. northward, 
{landing this way ; but the French ftiip hoifting her 
colours when the floop came a-breaft, and firing two 
guns, the Hoop .anchored, and Toon after fl ood in un- 
der the (hips’s ft'ern ; Ihe had 'white colours, but ap- ■ 
peared to be a Moors (loop. 

_ 26.] The lire of our artillery and mortars was laft 
night pretty fmart, and we could not perceive that the 
enemy had done any thing on the north-eaft ; on the 
weft, inthe ftreetnear the’oid hofpital, we perceived 
they had placed fome green gabions, 'and made a 

Q_ work.; 
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work • but it appeared to be rather a retrenchment 


a crofs the ftreeVthan a battery . The working par- 
ty was one hundred fokUers and about three hun- 
dred Sepoys, who, with the Lafears and Cooleys, 
were employed on the works determined on yefter- 
day, and on thofe in hand before. 

Dec. 27.1 Laftniglita pretty brilk fire was made 
from the*" cannon and mortars on the north front, on 
filch places as it was imagined the enemy were at 
work in The working party was one hundred Euro- 
peans and two hundred and fifty Sepoys, employed 

Ig^^lnThe morning we difeovered that they had 
thrown up ibme earth among the ruins of the houfes 
a little to the north of the old hofpital, and that 
they bad thickened and heightened tlreir work to the 
north , fo much, that it had more the appearance of 
a battery than a parallel The working pmy, ot 
one hundred Europeans and three hundred Sepoys, 
was employed on the works already mentioned. 

20.] The fire of (hot and fiiells, to the north and 
weft, was pretty briflt in the night ; however the 
enemy had been hard at work, for in the morning 
•we perceived they had formed a flout parapet to the 
•weftward, and# to appearance, had three embrafures 
ip it, though they were not opened j the intent 
feems to be to fire on St. George’s lunette, the bridge 
of communication to it, and on the bridge leading 
to the ifland. Their work to the northward ap- 
peared now very plainly to be intended for a batte- 
ry, in wWch I obferved five rows of pickets, placed 
at equal difiances as centers of embrafures, and by 
tire length of the work there might be room for four 
more; '■'the direaion feems to be againft the north 
face of the old north -eaft baftion, and the north 
face of the derai baftion. About ten in the morn- 
ing w'e perceived a red flag on the Mount, initead 

of the white there before ; fo that we concluded 

Captain 
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Captain Prefton had pofleffion of that poft. The 
enemy this afternoon appeared to be working on 
their battery to the northward, and feveral pieces of 
timber and plank were feen carrying thither for 
platforms towards the evening •, I alfo difcovered a 
large mortar placed in the communication between 
the two hreaft-works firft begun by the enemy near 
the fea-fide. from which it is to be fuppofed they 
will foon falute us. About fun-fet a delerter came 
in from the enemy’s works to the northward. The 
working party of Europeans was one hundred men, 
and about three hundred Sepoys, employed as yef- 
terday. 

Dec. 30.1 The fire of our artillery and mortars was 
laft night pretty brisk, and, I believe, prevented the 
enemy from working much ; for I could not per- 
ceive any great addition to the northern battery. To 
the weft ward I obferved they had thrown up a good 
deal of earth behind fbme old walls, which feems to 
be intended as a battery to enfilade the north face of 
the royal? baftion, and the covered way before it; 
but the form is as yet very incompleac. In the 
night a boat came from Sadrafs, and brought fbme 
letters of the 1 8th from the French army to Pondi- 
chery, which Captain Prefton had intercepted. From 
thefe we learn, that the enemy loft by our fally on 
the 14th two hundred and twenty men and thirty of- 
ficers, killed or wounded. In ihort, they acknow- 
ledge themfeives to have been thrown into the great- 
eft confufion, and that they muft have been entirely 
ruined had our party advanced more, regularly ori 
them, and been fupported by another body to the 
northward. A letter from one of M. Tally’s Aid de 
Camps to the council of Pondichery, complains 
much for want of money, and delires they would 
fuppiy him with fome, if it be but one hundred 
roupees, and that too chearfully ; for their affairs 
were in a fair way, and the conejueft of MadraS 
O i set tain. 
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certain. In the morning we perceived a great fmoke 
at the Mount, from whence we concluded Captain 
Prellon and Ifouf Cawn, with their whole force, 
were there. This was confirmed by an Hircar 
coining in at rioon, with advice that there had been 
a skirmiih, and fome French troopers taken. A 
great number of black troops, horfe and foot, with 
large herds of cattle, were obferved to come frorn 
the Mount and St. Thome to Egmore, and two 
guns .were fent horn the Black -town thither. Ano- 
ther deferter came in this afternoon, and in the 
evening a flag of truce wit'n a letter from M. Tally, 
complaining of our firing at his head quarters, and 
threatening to burn the Biack-town in return ; but . 
of this he had no right to complain, becaufe he is 
the firft General, perhaps, that fixed his head quar- 
ters within point-blank fiiot of the fort, and lodged 
a regiment, and his ammunition at the fame place. 
The working party, of one hundred men and three 
hundred Sepoys, employed as before, except on the 
blind before the old north-eaft baftion, which was 
finilhed yefterday. 

Dec.3 ! .] Taft night, and towards the morning parti- 
cularly, the fire from the cannon and mortars was 
rather fraarter than before. At day-break a large 
body of Sepoys, the firft company of grenadiers, 
and the troop of horfe, went over the bar to the 
fouthward, and into Trivelcane village, where they 
furprized a fmall guard or two of Sepoys, and inter- 
cepted feveral letters •, from which we learn, that a 
frigate was arrived from the illands to Pondichery, 
and had brouglit about two hundred thoufand dol- 
lars ; but no mention was made of any forces. The 
going out of pur Sepoys gave M. Tally the alarm, 
il> that three or four ..piquets of Europeans, and 
fome European horfe, with guns, were feen march- 
ing from the Black-town to Egmore. A party of 
forty Europeans and as many Sepoys, in eight boats; 

■ ■ were 
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were lent off in the night to ftretch a chain out to 
the eaftward, left the boats to the louthward, whic'i 
had brottght the enemy ammunition, Ihould flip by 
and land it to the northward. Letters came in, a- 
bout ten o’clock in the evening, from Captain Prel- 
ton, acquainting us, that in the morning the enemy, 
in number about one ihoufand, black and white, 
under Colonel Kensily, had about day-break ad- 
vanced i’uur guns near the Mount, and cannonaded 
him, which our people anfwered fo briskly that titc 
French retreated ; afterwards they came on with 
two guns, which our people made a pulh at and 
took, killing fifteen of the French on the fpot, and 
wounding Colonel Kenelly, one Captain, and twen- 
ty five men. 

. An artillery man and huifar' came in laft night. 
In the afternoon a large {hip appeared to the north- 
eaft, and by fun-iet was near eafl of the fort, 
with her hull juft appearing. The French fhip 
hoifted firft Engliih colours-, then French, and fired 
two guns ; but the other fhip ftood on to the fuuth- 
ward, and fhewed fome colours which had a white 
field, perhaps Portuguefe. The enemy’s w'orks to 
the northward appeared to have received no additi- 
on this morning, but that to the weftward plainly 
appeared to be dcfigncd for two batteries one, in 
which three or four embraiures were formed, ap- 
parently to fire ill the north-weft lunette, and die 
other, of five or fix embrafures, not yet traced, la 
enfilade the face of the royal baftion, and covered 
way before it.- The working party confifted of one 
hundred Europeans, about forty Cooleys, thirty 
Lafears, ten Peons, tlie Meftry bricklayers, and about 
fixty Sepoys •, who were all employed on the feveral 
works before-rtiemioned. 

January 1. 1759] Laft night, about ten o’clock, 
came in two deferters, and informed us that Mr. Laliy 
proppfed to ufher in the new year by a bombard- 
■ CL.? merit i 
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ment •, however the night and morning paffed with- 
out any fire but what was on our fide. The enemy 
having made large detachments to oppofe Captain 
Prefton and Ifour Cawn, was the reaion, I fuppofe, 
of their working very little laft night ; for I could 
not perceive in the morning any material alteration 
in their works to the north or w'eft. Letters laft 
night from Sadrafs inform us, that a Moors veffel, 
from the Nicabars to l-’orto Novo, brought advice 
of twelve finglilh fhips being at thofe illands, and 
ready to fail for this place. The ftiip which appear- 
ed in the offing was from Macao, had touched at 
Maffulipatam, where a fhip of ours (the Hardwick) 
had prevented her fi'om felling any thing ; fo that 
file intends to break bulk at Negapatam, and come 
up the coaft. Ifouf Cawn, we hear, has left the 
Mount, and is.gone to Trevambore, about a league 
fouth of St. Thome ; and the French, apprehen- 
five of that poft, have fent all their black troops 
from Egmore, and a ftrong body of Europeans to 
•fupport them. The working party was one hun- 
dred Europeans, one hundred Sepoys, and the fame 
Cooleys and Lafears as mentioned yefterday : they 
were employed as before, except in making traverfes 
before the magazine doors of the Nabob’s baftion. 

Jan. 2 . J Our fire of artillery and mortars was laft 
night very brisk ; but as foon as the light appeared, the 
enemy began to fire from four or five pieces of can- 
non on their weftern battery, and one mortar they 
alfb threw twelve inch (hells from four or five large 
mortars placed near the weft end of their battery to 
the northward. This early lalute furprized us, but 
as we had ten or twelve heavy cannon which bore 
on the enemy’s battery to the weftward, two of 
their guns were (bon knocked to pieces, and their 
merlons fo much damaged that they withdrew their 
guns before eight o’clock. From their mortars they 

threw 
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threw (hells till paft feven at night, commonly four 
in a flight, which were in general aimed at the 
fort hoLife, and • (o well thrown, that two fell on 
the top and pierced the firft; and fecond roof ■, ma- 
ny others fell within the (qiiare, and ruined fome of 
the rooms ; other houfes were al(b much damaged : 
but, what is moft remarkable, not one European or 
Sepoy was wounded by (hot or (hell, nor anyodter 
perlbn hurt but a Duba(h and a child or two. By 
letters from Captain Frefton, and al(b by five de- 
ferters which came into us in the evening, we 
learnt, that early in the morning, M. Suupire, Ma- 
jor-general, who commanded at St Thome, had 
marched a ftrong body and attacked him and Ifouf 
Cawn, who lay near Trevambore, in three divifi- 
ons ; that the enemy had put our firfl; divifion in 
fome diforder, taken their two guns, and fome pri- 
(oners ; but that the broken troops, having joined 
the fecond divifion, fell on the enemy in their turn, 
and put them to flight, killing about fifty Europe- 
ans on the fpot, with two oflicers, and, if we may 
believe the deferters, the troop of M. Aumont was 
very roughly handled, a troop of huflars cut to 
pieces, and three companies of grenadiers grently 
difordered: our guns and prifoners were retaken. 
It was to favour this attack of M. Soupire that the 
enemy began their fire earlier by fome days than 
they would otherwife have done, to withdraw our 
attention from what palTed to the fouthward. We 
had advice to-day that M. I.a Tour, under pre- 
tence of a vifit in marching from Pondichery this 
way, had feized on *' Sadrals, and put a garrifon 
therein 5 and that M. L.ally had given orders for 
the famefineffeto bepradifedon *Poul,iacat. His 
defign on thefe places was the reafbn, we fuppofe, 
that, in a paflport granted fome of onr ladies, lie 

* Both belonging to the Dutclp. 
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excepted their going no Pouliacat or Sadrafs ; how- 
ever, three boats, with feveral ladies in them, 
were fent off to Sa irafs without paflports before 
this news arrived ; fo that we fear they will all be 
feized. 

Jan. 3.] Laft night we threw many fhells, and 
fired many iTiot at the enemy’s works, bur they 
ceafed firing after eight o’clock. In the morning 
we obferved they had clofed up the embrafures of 
their weftern battery, which was much difordered by 
our cannon •, they had alio added foraething in 
height and thicknefs to their northern battery, but 
did not fire from either cannon or mortars. W e 
obferved this day about fixty or feventy European 
horfe returning in a fcraggling manner from the 
fouthward towards the Black town, and among 
them thirty or forty led horfes, which we imagine 
loft their riders in the adlion yefterday againft Cap- 
tain Prefton* and Ifouf Cawn. The working party 
was one hundred men and about two hundred Se^ 
poys, v/ho were employed in finifhing the work a- 
crofs the gut to the northward, in making traverfes 
before the doors of the Nabob’s baftion, and a-crofs 
the ttreets leading to the fouth curtain, where the 
guards are in future to parade. 

4.] Our artillery and mortars made a brific fire 
laft night On the enemy’s batteries, but neither fhell 
nor fhot was returned from them •, however, in the 
morning 1 obferved they had opened the epaulment 
of their northern battery, and let in fafeines for the 
facing of the embrafures; they alfo had repaired 
part of the weftern battery, where we diftovered 
two guns in the morning ; but on our firing a few 
ihot they were withdrawn, and the embrafures 
choaked with fafeines. Yefterday I drew out the 
following inftrudions for my aliiftants, dividing 
them into two reliefs ; and this morning Meff Leigh 
and Cotsford went on duty, to be relieved by Lteu- 
' ' , , tenants 
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tenants Eifer and Stevenfon to-morrow. The work- 
ing party was one hundred men and two hundred 
and fii’ty Sepoys, employed as yefterday. 

“ That the bufmefs dependant on the engineeis 
may be condudted with greater regularity and care 
it is ordered, 

“ That Captain-Lieutenant Lee, Engineer in or- 
dinary, and Eniign Cotsford, practitioner, do at- 
tend on the front attacked, together •, and Lieute- 
nant Eifer, of Iiis Majefty’s fixty-fourth regiment, 
engineer extraordinary, and Lieutenant Stevenfon, 
Sub-engineer, do alfo attend the front attacked, to- 
gether ; and that thefc four gentlemen do relieve 
each other, two and two, every twenty-four hours, 
at the fame time as the guard is relieved. 

“ That the fenior Engineer on duty, every 
twenty-four hours, do make a report to me if any 
very extraordinary occurrence haj pens ; that he ac- 
quaint the fenior Engineer who relieves him, with 
fuch obfervations as he has made while on duty, and 
with the nature of the work carrying on •, and alfo 
reports to me, by writing, in general terms, what 
has been executed during his tour of duty. 

“ That the fenior Engineer going on duty every 
evening or morning, do attend the parade, and re- 
ceive the working party, which he is to diftribute 
according to the orders he has received i or, if he 
has none in particular, in fuch a manner as he thinks 
the fervice may require. 

“ That the fenior Engineer on duty, on appli- 
cation being made to him by any military or artille- 
ry officer; for the repairing or fecurity of any work, 
do give them all the affiftance he can ; and he is to 
take care that the parapets, embrafures, platforms, 
and the works in general, are kept in the beft con- 
dition poffible. The mafter bricklayer, and mafler 
carpenter, have orders to follow the diredlions of 
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the Engineers on duty, and give all the afliftancc 
they can in their branches.” 

Jan. 5 .] Our artillery and mortars fired prettv 
bri’fkly laft night on the enemy’s batteries, but they 
neither fired iliot nor fheli, in the night or to-day •, 
they were not idle, however, having finilhed the 
facing and alraoft opened feven embrafures in their 
northern battery, where I perceived three guns in 
the evening, and in the morning three in the well 
battery, which were loon maiked or removed. To- 
day I again propofed to the Governor and Colonel 
Lawrence ere<51:ing a battery behind the covered 
way in the laliant place of arms before the clemi 
baftion, and had permiffion about fix in the evening, 
and a working party of one hundred frefh men ; 
which I immedrafeiy fet to work under Lieutenants 
Eiler and Stevenion. This battery, of at leaf!; five 
guns, I thought abfolutely neceflary to render our 
fire equal to the enemy’s ; for their battery of feren 
or eight guns, fronting diredly the face of the old 
north eaft baftion, will fire on the north face of the 
demi obliquely. To oppofe this fire we have only ’ 
three guns on the old north-eaft baftion, which bear 
dired 5 tw.o in the north ravelin, fire in an oblique 
line ; and three or four from the royal baftion, 
which alfo fire obliquely, and therefore have no 
great chance of ruining the enemy’s guns. Now 
the new battery I propofe will be a dired grazing 
fire, and can neither be enfiladed nor beaten down, 
becaufe the glacis is the parapet, and the embrafures 
. will be cut through it. The working party was one 
hundred men, befides two hundred Sepoys, em- 
ployed as before. 

6 .j Our fire from the cannon and mortars was 
not laft night very brifk. The enemy, in the 
morning, as foon as they could well fee, threw five 
(hells into the town, ^ a fignal for their other bat- 
teries 
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teries to begin ; and about feven began to fire from 
fix guns and as many mortars from their north bat- 
tery, and from their well battery, with three guns 
pointed on Pigot’s baftion ; and four with an howitz 
firing on the flank of the demy baftion, and enfi- 
lading the covered way before the north face of 
the royal baftion ; from thefe batteries they continu- 
ed to fire till about five in the evening, and threw 
near one hundred and fifty fliells, befides fliot, 
chiefly into and over the town. The damage 
done the works is very trifling j bur the 
houfes in the town, v/here fhells or fhot fell, 
have fuffered much. Our fire of artillery and 
mortars was much fuperior to the enemies, and, 
to appearance, greatly difordered their mer- 
lons. We alfo learn by a deferter from the ene- 
my’s artillery, .that our fhells dii'mounted one of 
their mortars, and killed three men in the north 
battery. The working party was one hundred men, 
and chiefly employed in forwarding the battery in 
the north-eaft angle : as to Sepoys or blacks, we 
had little or no work from them. 

Jan. 7.1 Laft night the enemy threw but few 
fliells, and we ‘only a fhot or iliell now and then. 
About four in the morning we were furprized with 
the arrival of three boats, with a Frenchman in 
each : they were the boats which had been fent the 
third inftant with the ladies to Sadrafs. The French 
having feized that place, alfo feized the boats, and 
loading them v/ith one hundred and fifty fliot of 
twenty-four pounds, one thoufand empty cartrid- 
ges, fifty fteel caps, fifty barrels of powder, and 
fifteen hundred fand-bags, fent them back with 
a Ibldier in each, to the Biack-town. The boat- 
fellows, towards the morning, being opppfite 
Madra% feiz’d the arms of the fleeping foldiers, 
poured watet on the locks, then tied the men, and 
landed the boats at our fea gate. 

The 
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The enemy’s fire was very brifk, till five in the 
eveing, from their cannon and mortars, and then 
they were fiient ; in order, I fuppole, to repair their 
works. Our works, though not much damasked, 
bear, however, a rough afped, and the demi bafti! 
on, as well as Pigot’s, is ftuck pretty full of fhut. 
The fhells the enemy threw have greatly damaged 
thehoufesin thetown, but have not hurt'many peo- 
ple ; three Europeans only being killed this day. 
Our working party could do nothing in the day ; a 
few indeed attempted to work in the north-eafl: fa- 
liant angle of the covered way but the enemy ha- 
ving dilcovered them, fired lb brilkly, that Lieute- 
nant Stevenlon, who direded them, was knocked 
down by the wind of a fhot, but only llightly hurt 
on the cheek ; fo the party returned. The enemy 
opened a new battery near the burying ground. 

Jan. 8.] As I found the foldiers, unufed to fuch 
duty, were in general extremely aiikward in repair- 
ing the damaged works, I conceived that the fervice 
would be much better carried on by appointing a 
Pioneer company, corapofed of volunteers drawn 
from the feveral corps, and to do no other duty but 
repair the works ; fo that by conftantly employing 
the lame people, they might more readily execute 
the fervice they were let about. I accordingly made 
application, and fucceeded. The company to con - 
fill of two officers. Lieutenant Meyers, and Enfign 
Weft, fix ferjeants, fix corporals, and eighty-eight 
private. Two companies of Sepoys werealfo form- 
ed, with proper officers, on the fame plan. The 
wofkingparty*was this evening one hundred foldiers 
and as many Sepoys j employed in repairing the 
embrafures, platforms, and forwarding the battery 
in the covered way before the demi baftion. 

9 J This morning the enemy opened two em- 
brafures more from their battery near the burying- 
ground, and fome earth appeared to be caft up near 

a 
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a little upper room houfe beyond the Pettah bridge. 

In the night they threw a good many Ihot and Ihcils 
after eleven o’clock. During the day their fire was 
very brilk from their cannon, tho’ but tew thells 
were thrown by them. Ten grenadiers were pofted 
in the north call angle of the covered way, to fire 
into the enemy’s embrafures ; and two twelve-poun- 
ders were fired from the new battery. The work- 
ing party, of one hundred men and one hundred Se- 
poys, with fix artificers, were employed in repair- 
ing the embrafures, platform.', and other damages 
done the feveral works ; alfo in cutting up a da- 
maged ftone platform on the old north-eafl; baflion, 
and laying one of wood : a blind of twelve feet thick 
and fcven feet and a half high, was begun thirty-five 
feet behind the flank of the demi-baftion, to coyer 
tlie people on that work from the enemy’s fhot which 
might come in at the embrafures of the flank, oren- 
ricochet over it the merlon next the Tnoulder was 
role for the fame purpofe. In the evening two fail 
appeared to the fouthward, and anchored near St. 
'i'home, with white colours, being both of them 
Ihips. 

Jan. 10. ] Laft night the enemy threw very few 
fliells, and fired not many fhot : on our fide we were 
almoft as filent. I'he two fliips which appeared to 
the fouthward ftill remain at an anchor near St. 
'I’home, and, as far as we can difcover, are French 
Ihips from Pondichery. Our working party was laft 
night one hundred pioneers, andfixty grenadiers, be- 
fides one hundred and fix ty Sepoys. . They were 
employed in compleating the covered way battery to 
tour pieces of cannon, which were mounted before 
morning ; in filling bags of earth at the foot of the 
demi-baftion, and clearing what the enemy had beaf 
down in repairing the parapets of the demi, north- 
eafl, royal, and Pigot’s baftions, ■ and laying two 

wooden 
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wooden platforms on the firft baftion, in the room 
of two ftone ones, damaged. In the night the ene- 
my carried on part of a zig-zag about one hundred 
feet long, nearly weftward from their northern bat- 
tery, and taking a turn, carried another two hundred 
feet Idngj back -towards the fea fide. They aifo 
drew part of a trench from the little houfe in the 
Pettah towards the bridge ; and repaired their (bat- 
tered merlons with fand bags. 

Jan. It.] Laft night the enemy were almoft wholly 
filent with their artillery and mortars, but were not 
idle with their fhovels ; for in the morning we dif- 
covered that they had deepened their zig zags begun 
the preceding night to the northward, and lengthen- 
ed that which ftreiched towards the fea almoft to the 
beach : they had alfo drawn their- trench from the 
hou(e, quite to the Pettah bridge, and opened a bat- 
tery of two guns from the kitchen of the new hof 
pita], which fired on the north-weft curtain and the 
blind before the mint fally port ; but I fuppofe were 
intended to plunge into the royal baftion, and bat- 
ter the eafl; flank in reverie. Our working party 
was ninety men of the pioneer company, and fixty 
voluntiers, grenadiers, befides one hundred and fix- 
ty Sepoys employed in repairing the damaged mer- 
lons, and platforms of the north-front ; difmount- 
ing feme di fabled guns, and making blinds before 
the doors and windows the arclied hofpital under 
the old weft curtain : alfo in filling fand bags at the 
foot of the demi baftion, and clearing the earth beat 
down. This afternoon 1 examined the works, as to 
their ftate, and obferved that the parapets of the 
north face of the demi-baftion are a. good deal (liat- 
tered ; that the brick parapet of the north face of 
the old north-eaft baftion is wholly ruined ; but the 
wall being well covered by the blind of gabions made 
before it, is not much hurt. The weft face of the 
royal baftiop is but little hurt below the cordon, and 
the right-hand face of Bigot’s baftion being built to 

a 
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a great flope, the enemy’s 6 re has _had no other ef- 
fetl than beating the earth to its natural flope, which 
is from the extremity of the berm to the top of the 
parapet. The old curtain wail to the northward is a 
Q-ood deal lhattered about the parapets, and moft of 
the pallifftdoes of the caponniere broke, by the plun- 
ging fhot from the enemy’s weft battery. 

Jan. 12.] The enemy having yefterday brought a 
field piece or two near the bar, and fired a few (hot 
on the people and bullocks which had taken fheker 
to the fouthward of the fort ; and there appearing 
to be a breaft-work and guard of the enemy near the 
fea fide, it was determined to attack that poft early 
this morning •, accordingly, as foon ^ the moon was 
gone down, the grenadiers of the third battalion un- 
der Captain Campbeii, and near one hundred men 
more, with three hundred Sepoys, ail under Major 
Brereton, marched by the fea fide to the bar, and 
there received the fire of the enemy’s advanced 
poft by which we had one of the grenadiers killed, 
and two wounded. Our people, without firing, 
marched on to the Govei nor’s garden-houfe, and in a 
finall lane or ftreet on the fouth fide of it found the 
enemy drawn up with two fmall field-pieces, and 
about fifty men. The enemy fired two difehargea 
of grape on our party within fifty paces ; but the 
gunners being killed they made no other ufe of their 
guns : on the contrary, the piquet broke, and ran 
each his own way. The guns were taken and 
brought in, one officer and fix men were alfo taken 
prifoners, and about ten or fifteen killed or left 
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Pettah, and fired into the enemy's trench, but could 
not perceive any people at work. About feven in 
the evening a party of the enemy advanced towards 
our north-eaft faliant angle of the covered way, and 
gave a fire thereon. In the night allb a party of our 
men, with an officer, was lent out to difturb the 
workmen of the enemy’s xig-zags to the north v/ard, 
who advanced to their work, fifed on and killed their 
centinel, and tookaftandor two of arms, wirhout 
any lols. The fire of the enemy’s cannon was pret- 
ty brilk yefterday, but they threw very few flidls, 
and thofe not large. I could not perceive that they 
had done much to their approaches laft night but 
the merlons of their batteries feemed to be tolerably 
well repaired with fand bags. The working party 
was the pioneer company, and about one hundred 
and fev'enty Sepoys, who were employed in making 
a traverfe on the north face of the demi baflion ; car- 
rying off the earth at the foot of it fetching palii- 
ladoes to fet up in the dry ditch before the north 
face, and repairing the damaged platforms and para- 
pets. On the royal baflion old north-eall, and co- 
vered way battery, the parapet, the platforms and 
embrafures were repaired. 

Jan. 13.] Laft night about feven o’clock, the ene- 
my advanced pretty near the coves ed way on the 
north eaft, and gave a fire of mufquetry on our peo- 
ple there at work. They allb fired in the night, 
fronr their approaches, on a fmall party of ours, 
polled on the ialiant angle under cover of a boat, 
and wounded three men. from the covered way 
and north lunette, we could plainly perceive the 
enemy at work near the fea-fide, which we endea- 
voured to prevent by frequent difeharges of grape, 
mufquetry, and fhells. Our working party was fe- 
venty-eight men of the pioneer company, and one 
hundred eighty Sepoys, who were chiefly employed 
in removing the earth at the foot of the demi bafti- 

on, 
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bn, and the rubbifh before the old north-eaft bafti- 
bn, which works I was determined tp- repair, and 
fecure as much as poOible, fince the enemy feemed 
tp bend moft of their fire againft them, and diredf 
their attack that way. I therefore raifed, and thick- 
ened the blind before the north-eaft baftion, whofe 
parapet . was much fliattered, and begun a pallifado 
at the foot of the demi baftion fix feet within the 
lunette, which I propofe to carry quite round the 
fiank and north face, I alfo pfopple another, be- 
tween the blind and north face of the old north-eaft 
baftion. The enemy, in the night, had covered the 
head of their zig-zag near the fea, by a fmal! return 
or crotchet beginning near the beach, and ftretching 
weftWard parallel to the north front. To the weft- 
ward, the enemy fired with four guns from tlie 
hew hofpital, but did nothing to their trench near 
the Pettah bridge. Their Sepoys, to the fouthward 
of the bar, were at work all day in raifing a breaft- 
Work for their defence, in cafe we Ihbuld make ano- 
ther attempt on that fide. 

Jan. 14.] Laft night, as we imagined-.iljr enemy 
Would be at work again at the crochet before their 
zig-zag, we began a pretty fmart fire of mufquetry 
from our covered way, and frequently gave them 
difcharges of grape from the north lunette and cover- 
ed way battery. From the royal and demi baftions 
We threw fmall and large fttells into their approaches 
and batteries, fo that they were prevented from doing 
much work. By the morning, however, they had 
run on their return aboiit twenty yards, and complea- 
ted what they had roughly traced the night before. 
Our working party, befides feventyefive men of the 
pioneer company, was affifted by one hundred and 
twenty men, out of the two battalions^ and one hun- 
dred feventy Sepoys. The earth, near the fhoulder 
of' the demi baftion, having formed an afeent almoft 
pradticable, about an hundred Europeans, and as' 
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many Sepoys, were fet to carry it off in baflcets or 
fand bags, to repair the parapet of the baftion a- 
bove. The pallifado, begun at the foot of the baf- 
tion, was continued near an hundred feet more. 
The parapet of the north-eaft baftion being quite 
deftroyed, and that work being of the greateft con- 
fequence to be kept in good repair, about one hun- 
dred fixty Europeans, and the reft of the Sepoys 
Under Lieut. Stevenfon, were fet to clear av/ay the 
ruined parapets, and creft others with fand bags, 
gabions, and fafcines, two merlons of which were 
finifhed before the morning. An old fally port in 
the eaft curtam, near the fouth flank of the old north- 
eaft baftion, was opened for the more ready cona- 
munication with the north-eaft part of the covered 
way, and a door placed in if. 

Jan. 15.] Laft night a briftc fife of mufquetry, 
cannon and mortars was kept up from our covered 
way and the works of the north front, on the ene- 
my’s approaches, and prevented them from doing 
more than lengthening their crochet a little, and 
opening it in the middle, _ from whence they placed 
fifteen or twenty gabions in an oblique direiStion to- 
wards the fea- fide. Our working party confifted of 
the pioneer company, the firft company of grena- 
diers, and ninety men of the two battalions, be- 
fides two comoanies of Sepoys. They were em- 
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was fet to repair them. The fire of the enemy’s 
cannon was this day very briik, and their north bat- 
tery was augmented to ten pieces of cannon, with 
which they fired in falvos on the old north- eaft baf- 
tion, and foon difmounted two of the three guns. 

Jan.. 16.] Lafl: night a piquet of the enemy’s ad- 
vanced to the boats, and drove an advanced party 
of ours from thence. The fire of the mufqdetry 
from the covert way, and the cannon and mortars 
from the baftions and north lunette, was well kept 
up on the enemy’s approaches. They, in return, 
threw a few fhells, and fired a few Ihot into the 
town and works, by which one of the working par- 
ty was wounded. Our working party, of fixty four 
pioneers, fixty grenadiers of the fecond battalion, 
and one hundred and thirty Sepoys, were employed 
in repairing the parapet of the old north-eaft bafti- 
6n, which was again compleated for three guns. In 
repairing, and covering by fome gabions, the palli- 
fado before the fafcine battery near the fea , in 
clearing the earth from the foot of the demi-baftion, 
and therewith thickening the blind before the old 
north-eaft baftion ; repairing the parapets and em- 
brafures above, and carrying on the pallifado below. 
This day the enemy threw a great many fhells into 
the town, particularly the north end, and killed or 
wounded us more men than in any preceding day ; 
amongthereft, twoofthe pioneer company were kill- 
ed at their barrack door. The enemy laft night 
had augmented their north battery to twelve embra- 
fures, and fired from thence very brifkly on the 
old north-eaft and demi-baftion. They alfo filled 
the gabions they had left empty the night before, 
and advanced their work in the fame direction about 
twenty yards. About ten in the morning a fnow ap- 
peared to the north-eaftj and anchored, on which 
the French frigate chafed, and all their ftiips threw 
out Englifh colours. 
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Jan. 17.] Laft night an inceflant fire was kept up 
witli mufquetry from the covered way, and about 
twelve o’clock, an officer with twelve men were fent 
out to fall on the enemy’s workmen, which he fired 
on feveral times, but a large body advancing, he was 
killed himfelf, and three of his rnen wounded. Not- 
withftauding the interruption we gave them, the ene- 
my carried on the remaining part of their zig-zag, 
and covered it by a crotchet or boyau. Our work- 
ing party was feventy fix of the pioneer company, 
the firft company of .grenadiers, and twenty- four 
ferjeants and corporals off duty, befides one hun- 
dred thirty Sepoys. They were employed in re- 
pairing the parapet of the old north-eafl; baftion, 
which was put in order, and a platform lengthened 
for three guns, the fame number as at firft. The 
blind below was thickened, and the rampart of it 
enlarged. The covered way battery being deemed 
no longer ufeful, the guns were drawn off in the 
afternoon, and the platforms taken up. In the 
night we clofed the embrafures, and lowered the 
merlons into a regular flope. Many of the pallifa- 
does which were fixed in the dry ditch, having been 
deftroyed by the enemy’s ftiot and ffiells, W'ere re- 
placed, and others fixed round the flanks of the de- 
mi-baftion ; the embrafures of the demi-baftion nbxt 
the faliant angle were filled up, the merlons of the 
the three embrafures next the Ihnulder were repair- 
ed, and the parapet ftrengthened. The earth at 
the foot of the face was entirely carried away* 

jan. 18.] Laft night the enemy brought two guns 
down to the bar, and fired a few (hot at fome Se- 
poys of ours pofted on the oppofite fide. Yefterday 
and this night the enemy threw a great many Ihells 
into the town, and Ibme into the works, which did 
us more damage than any they threw before. The 
enerny, yefterday in the afternoon, worked at thick- 
ening the fand-bank to the right of their batte- 
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ry ciofe to the fea, and this morning they opened 
three embrafures through it, which in the afternoon 
fired on the north-eaft face of the north lunette ; lb 
that their north battery now confifts of fifteen em- 
brafures. The enemy extended their parallel or 
crotchet at the foot of the glacis weft ward about 
fifteen yards, but in a rough unfiniftied manner, as 
indeed their whole work appears to be. Our work- 
ing party iaft night confifted of feventy-fix pioneers, 
the fecond company of grenadiers, and one hundred 
and thirty Sepoys, who were employed in clearing 
the earth at the foot of the derai bafticm, finilhing 
the pallifadoes in the dry ditch, levelling the earth 
in the north-eaft angle of the covered tvay, raifing 
and thickening the blind before the old north-eaft 
baftion, and giving the parapets of that baftion an 
fenfire repair. To day the enemy did not fire from 
their battery near the old hofpilal, and the embra- 
fures appeared clofed up. 

Jan. 19.] Notwithftanding the fire which we kept 
tip iaft night from our mufquetry, , cannon and mor- 
tals, the enemy advanced by a third zig-zag acrofs 
the faliant angle of the glacis. In the forenoon, the 
enemy fired pretty fmartly from their mufquetry be- 
hind their firft crotchet. They alfo brought two 
heavy guns to the fouth of the Bar, and threw fbme 
Ihot into the town. Our working party lad night was 
one officer, three ferjeants, and fifty fix pioneers, the 
firft company of grenadiers, and thirty-two ferjeants 
and corporals, who were employed in levelling tlje 
earth raifed for the guns in the north-eaft angle of 
the covered way, clearings the earth from the toot of 
the demi baftion, carrying a pallifadoe acrofs the 
dry ditch before the eaft wing, thickening and rai- 
fing the blind, and repairing the embrafures of the 
north-eaft baftion. The enemy’s fbells this day 
fet fire to the forting warehoufe, to a warehoufe in 
Gloiicefter-lane, and to fome falt-petre in Middle- 
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gate ftreet, fo that the town was on fire in three 
places at once. 

Jan. 20.] Lafl: night the enemy threw very fev/ 
fhelis or fhot into the works or town 1 nor did they 
advance their works more than by producing the 
third zig-zag 'from the ridge of the glacis obliquely 
to the fea-fide, where they crowned it by a fmall re- 
turn of four or five gabions. In the afternoon, I 
obferved a few Europeans v/orking at a barbet para- 
pet near the filhers huts to the fouthward of the 
bar, where the enemy had brought two large can- 
non, or one cannon and one mortar ; for fuch they 
appeared to me. Our working party was the pio- 
neer cornpany and one hundred and twenty Sepoys, 
employed in the fame manner as yefterday, except 
driving rows of picquets in front of the fafcine bat- 
tery, and making a breaft-work before the pallifa- 
doe which feparates the derni-baftiqn from the fe- 
cond curtain. 

21.] Laft night the enemy threw few or no ftiells, 
and fired lefe than in any night of -the fiege nor did 
they make any apparent approach in their works. 
They thickened their fecond zig-zag and crotchet, 
and laid fbme fand bags for their mufquetry. Our 
working parly confifted of the pioneer company, 
and one hundred and twenty Sepoys, who were 
employed in repairing the parapets and embrafures 
of thebld riorth-eaft baftion ; in finifhing the blind 
for mufquetry 5 in clearing the face of the demi 
baftions, and driving pickets in the front of, and 
kying fafcines on the fafcine battery ; repairing the 
parapet and ernbrafures of the left face of the north 
baftion, and in clearing the fea gate of rubbifh, 
and making a traverfe before the gate of the re- 
ds aibt. The enemy’s batteries were this day very 
filent ,i but they fired pretty brilkly from their 
trenches oh fuch of our people as appeared at the 
embrafures or' over the parapets. The enemy’s 
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method of proceeding, by fimple fap, in fo con- 
fined and unfupported a manner as their approaches 
are formed, giving great room _ to believe a laily 
might eafily drive them from their works, and over- 
fet fome of the gabions, it was def rmined to fend 
out thirty foldiers and forty piorieers, to try what 
could be done. A little paft five in the evening ten 
men and a- feijeant wept out by the fea fidCj and an 
officer and twenty men went out by . the barrier in 
the north-eall angle of the covered way ; an engi 
neer, with the Captain of pioneers and forty men, 
followed. The foldiers were to poflefs the enemy s 
fecond crotchet, and cover the pioneers while they 
deftroyed the lodgment forming on the ridge of die 
glacis. Every thing fuccecded as we could vvilh 5 
the enemy ran out of -their lap in an inftant, and 
our pioneers, for about eight minutes, worked hard 
at deftroying gabions, and fiich -things as^ the found. 
The enemy then began to colleft in their firft crot- 
chet, and a fignal was made for the return of our 
party. We loft two Serjeants killed, and three or 
four pioneers wounded ; what the enemy (who had 
raoftly Sepoys in their works) loft, we can’t gpefs 
but as our cannon, mortars, and fmali arms played 
brifkly upon them, before and after the fally, 
they no doubt fuffered. It was apprehended they 
were carrying a gallery under the glacis, in order 
to open the covered way by a mine ; but nothing of 
that kind was difcovered. 

Jan. 22.] Laft night the enemy did not advance 
their approaches, but worked at thickening their le- 
cond crotchet, third zig-zag, and raifing jhe head 
of their fap on the ridge of the glacis. They fired 
few fhells, and thofe chiefly into the works. During 
the day the enemy fired very few cannon, particu- 
larly from their nortliern battery, where moft of 
the erabrafiires feem to be blinded. Our pioneer 
company having beep out on a fally we couid only 
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get a Serjeant and twelve men to work in the night, 
who were employed in repairing the parapets of the 
old north-eaft baftion, and one hundred Sepoys, 
who worked at the traverfe before the palHi'adoe 
which ferves as a barrier between the royal baflioti 
and low curtain they alfo carried pallifadoes down 
to the fafeine battery. 

Jan. 23.] Laft night a brifle fire of mufijuetry was 
kept up on the enemy’s approaches ; however, they 
advanced a few gabions on the glacis, almoft paral- 
lel to the eaft face of the covered way 5 and they 
opened a battery of four erabrafures in their third 
zig-zag, with an intent to fire on the right face of 
the north ravelin ; but it did not anfwer theif etc- 
peftations in bi-aring well on that work. Onr work- 
ing party, of fixty-three pioneers and one hundred 
Sepoys, were employed in repairing the north-eaft 
baftion, in making a traverfe before the gate lead? 
ing into the caponniere from the low curtain ; ano- 
ther before each of the gates which clofe the com? 
munication to the royal and demi baftions 5 alfo in 
filling fand-bags in the north eaft angle of the co- 
vered way, and carrying them to the fevera! works, 
T wo embrafures were repaired, and one platform 
on the demi baftion ; and one platform on the north 
ravelin. . 

24.} Laft night the enemy attempted to pufti 
their gabions clofe to our covered way, but Come of 
our men ported there overfet many, which roiled in- 
to the fea, and pulled others in between the pallifa- 
doe, A froart fire of mufquetry commenced on 
this occafion, and continued two or three hours, in 
which we loft ten of twelve men, killed or wounded. 
From the north eaft baftion and fafeine battery the 
field-pieces fired grape in fuch plenty, that feventy 
diicharges were made out of one gun ; the enemy’s 
Jofs, from fuch a fire, rnuft doubtlefs have been 
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and incorapleat. Our working party was fixty pio. 
Ss and one hundred Sepoys, who were employed 
rrepairing the old north-eaft baftjon ; the embra- 
fiires of the north ravelin, and making a blind be- 
hind the flank of the royal baftion ; but the pioneers 
being font for to go and overfet the enemy s gabions, 
little work was done. We loft of that party one 

killed and two wounded. ' 

Ian. 25.1 Laft night the enemy pufhed on their 
approaches in a line parallel to the eaft face of the 
covered way, as far as the Palmeira palliladoe. 
which runs quite into the fea ; parallel to whicli 
they made a return. In the night a fraall party of 
our pioneers went and pulled feveral of the enemy s 
gabions into the covered way, and a fmall party of 
<yrenadiers alarmed them in their trenchesi Our 
Wking party confifted of fifty-three pioneers and 
one hundred Sepoys, who were employed in repairing 
the embrafures of the old north-eaft baftion, in r^ 
pairing the parapets and embrafures of the north 
ravelin-, filling in the ftiell holes in the caponniere, 
and making a banquet behind the traverfe leading 
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twenty went put) through both his arms, two or 
three men and one Serjeant killed. The enemy 
muft have fuflfere4 coqfiaerably from our fire, which 
was kept up very brilkiy from the works above an 
hour. 

Jan. 26.] Laft night the enemy pulhed on their 
approaches in a line almoft parallel to the north face 
of the covered way before the demy battion, and 
made a return at the end of it, to cover their flank ; 
fo that by the work of this and the preceding night 
they wholly embraced the faliant angle of our cover- 
ed way, and confequently made it too hazardous 
for us to keep troops therein. Our working party 
laft night confiftcd of fifty-three pioneers and eigh- 
ty-eight Sepoys, who were employed in repairing 
the north-eaft baftion, the parapet and embrafitres j 
in repairing the embrafures and parapets of the faf- 
cine battery, and lengthening it towards the fea j and 
at the fea gate redoubt, in {hutting up the great 
gate which was damaged and very difficult to paft, 
by the falling of the viranda ; and opening the fmall 
gate on the fouth fide ; alfo in clearing the rubbifli 
from the north flank of the battery, and filling the 
gabions placed on the face. To-day the enemy 
fired tnoft of their {hot from their {everal batteries 
into the tpwn*, but threw their ihells chiefly to- 
wards the workjs on the north front. 

27.3 The enemy, laft night, did nothing but wi- 
den and raife the work of the preceding night; 
which we in fome degree impute to the detachments 
they made tooppofe Captain Preftpn and I&uf Cawn, 
who we heard were at Ponaraalle. Our working 
party confiftedpfforty-feven pioneers and ninety Se- 
poys, who were employed in repairing the north- 
eaft baftion ; in repairing' the embraiiires of the 
flank of the royal baftion ; and iri repairing the pa- 
rapets and embrafures of the north lunette j they 
aiib worked, during the day, at the fea gate re- 
doubt 
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doubt, when the north 6ank was entirely repaired, 
and embrafures formed for four guns. In the after- 
noon Captain Prefton’s figna!, of a great fmoke, 
was feen weft of Egmore, and an Hircar came m, 
with a report that the French had been gntuely 
routed by our troops. 

Tan 2V1 The enemy did not laft night, to ap- 
pearance, work much at their approaches, owing, 
f fuppofe, to the extraordinary guards they were ot> 
liged to keep, on account of Ifouf Cawn, whofe 
horfe were yefterday very near Egmore. Ihis 
morning, the French black horfe, foot, and their 
European cavalry, were drawn up in a line, between 
Egmore and Capt Mafkelyne’s gardens, and by 
their motions to the right and left, we expected that 
Ifouf Cawn was near them, efpecially as ieveral 
fmokes were feen that way ; however, nothing ap- 
peared. In the forenoon, we obferved that the ene- 
my, with fcver^l yoke of oxen, intended to draw 
off the guns they had to the louthward of the bar ; 
but on our firing a few (hot, the bullock drivers and 
bullocks difappeared. ' The enemy having now fur- 
rounded put northreaft faliant angle, and probably 
intending to make a battery on the glacis, it was 
determined to try laft night if we could pufti a mine 
from the counterfcarp that way. An engineer and 
eight men were accordingly fet to open an arch, 
which had been turned in the counterfcarp for that 
purpofe. The reft of the working party, being 
thirty-two pioneers and eighty Sepoys, were em- 
ployed in repairing the parapet, and embrafures of 
the right face of the north lunette, and making a 
ditch before the fouth flank of the fea gate battery,, 
in which a pallifadoe was fixed. 

29.] Laft night the enemy drew off one of their 
guns to the fouthward, but we could not perceive 
that they had worked any thing at their approaches 
*till two o’clock in the afternoon, when they were 
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difcovered throwing up earth through a fmail hoi® 
juft within the banquet in the covered way oppofite 
the ftockadoe^ which was placed on the eaftern gla- 
cis ; which makes me imagine they were working 
by covered lap, with an intent to open the counter- 
fcarp under cover of the faliant angle of the demi 
baftion, where they could not be feen from the flank 
of the royal, but having come too near the furface, 
the earth fell in, and they were difcovered. Some 
grenadiers were immediately fent out to Are into the 
hole, and throw granades, which they did, and 
thereby flopped the enemy’s working. Our working 
party was lart night thirty-feven pioneers and fixty 
Sepoys, who w»e employed in carrying on the gal- 
lery, and in raifing the right fide of the caponniere, 
to coyer our people paffing and repafling to the north 
ravelin. Twelve men and a ferjeant, with fome 
boatmen, worked in the day at the fea gate, in rai- 
fing the fouth flank of the battery, and filling up 
the ufelefc embrafures. 

Jan. 30.3 The enemy were laft night quite filent 
in their trenches, but threw plenty of ftielis into the 
town, and at the north ravelin. By their fiience, 
and other appearances, we concluded they were 
making a battery florae where on the face of the 
covered way, of carrying on a gallery towards the 
blind. Our working party confifted of forty five 
pioneers, and about fevcnty-five Sepoys, who were 
employed in pufljing on the mine, corapleating the 
fight iide of the caponniere, and in repairing the 
parapet and embrafures of the right face of the 
north ravelin. A fail, which had been in fight to 
the fouthward all day, came into the road towards 
the evening, under Englifli coloqrs, and proved to 
be the Shaitflbury, from Bombay, having been, left 
by the other four Indiamien, and two twenty-gun 
flfips, which came as a convoy, the feventh inftarit 
oft Ceilbn, and expefted to have found them here. 
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This ihip, being the worft failor, had been an hof- 
pital-ihip, and therefore brought us only the fick. 




and thereby added to our diftrefs for room. 

Tan. qi.l The French frigate, laft night, came 


near and received a broadfide from the Shaftfoury, 


and then failed to the fouthward, and to-day m the 
afternoon returned into the road again. A little 
before her return, feveral boats were leen going with 
men to the Haarlem, a Dutch Indiaman feized by 
the French, which Ihip immediately weighed and 
ftood towards the Shaftfbury, who flipped her cable 
and ftood quite under our guns. The Haarlem fired 
feveral ihot at our (hip, and followed her foclofe, that 
we tryed to reach her with our guns from the fea 
line, but Ihe was at too great a range to fire with 
any certainty. The enemy, from their battery of 
two guns to the fouthward,' and one from the north- 
ward, ftruck the Shaftfbury feveral times, but night 
coming on, faved her from the damage ffte muft o~ 
therwife nave received. Early in the morning, the 
enemy opened four embrafures on the north face of 
the covered way before the denii baftion, and be- 
gan to fire with three guns, but the earth in the 
cells of their embrafures was fo high, and the bat- 
tery fo ill conftrudted, that, after foing twenty of 
thirty fliot, none of which came within feveral feet 
of the top of our parapets, the battery was fiient, 
not only from its inutility, but, I imagine, fbme of 
the guns were difmounted by the fire from our north- 
eaft baftion. The .working party lafl night was for- 
ty-eight pioneers, twelve of which were employed 
in pufhing on the mine, the reft in clearing the 
earth from the demi baftion, and repairing the faf- 
cine battery. It being allb imagined that the enemy 
were pufhing on a gallery behind the counterfcarp 
under the narrow covered way to the eaftward, with 
an intent to deftroy our blind, or blow up the co- 
vered way, it was determined to open another gal- 
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lery from the covered pafTage under the blind, and 
carry it on to meet the enemy, in cafe they ftiould 
advance that way. ■ 

Feb. i ] The enemy laft night repaired the da- 
maged merlons of their battery, and endeavoured 
to lower the cells of their embrafures, from whence 
in the morning they fired three guns, but with little 
effed, and were foon obliged to dole their embra- 
fures, as in the preceding day. The Haarlem, the 
enemy’s battery to the fouthward, and one gun to 
the northward, fired on the Shaftfbury, at intervals, 
all day, and have lent feveral Ihot through her j we, 
in return, fired at the Ihip, and the enemy’s fouth- 
ern guns; in the evening, a twenty four pounder 
burfl: on St. Thome baftion, and wounded fix men, 
of which four were mortally hurt. 'The Governor 
being there, very narrowly efcaped with a flight 
fcratch; The Cuddalore fchooner came near the 
road in the evening, and then flood away to the 
northward again. Our working party laft night was 
fifty- four pioneers and thirty-five Sepoys, who were 
employed as follows l twenty-four pioneers, pufhing. 
on our gallery, relieved each other every fix hours, 
tl?e reft, with the Sepoys, were repairing the pallifa- 
doe in the gorge of the north lunette, repairing the 
embrafures in the eaft flank of the royal baftion, and 
levelling the e.arth beat down on the banquets of 
the lower curtain. The enemy threw but few Ihells 
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velin, and in repairing the parapets of the north-eaft 
baftion twenty-feven men were employed m pufli- 
ing the gallery under the north covered way and 
iin%r the covered way near the blind. _ The ene- 
my’s battery, which .fired a Ihot now aqd then from 
one gun, was filent before ^on. _About three m 
the afternoon, Captain Prefton, Ifoiif Cawn, and 
the enemy, feemed to be engagad in forae topes 
four or five miles north-weft, and continued firing 
til! five o’clock. The Haarlem and the French fri- 
gate drew off laft nighti and anchored to the north- 
ward, fo that the Shaftfbury had only two guns 
from the fouthward and one from the northward to 

fire on her. ,,11 

Feb. 3.1 This morning, about^ day-break, the e- 
neray fprung a mine behind the counterfcarp of the 
ditch, oppofite the eaft-end of the cuvette, and 
opened the wall about twenty or twenty-five feet, 
but did no other damage than wounding three or 
four men and an officer in the demi baftion with 
bricks. The intent of this opening, is not very 
clear, becaufe if it was defigned as a defcent into 
the ditch, it is fo injudicioufly made, that four guns 
from the flank of the royal baftion fire diredly into 
it ; but Colonel Lawrence is rather of opinion, it 
was intended to deftroy the entrance to our mine, 
which was but twenty feet from theirs, or that they 
fprung it, thinking we were at work on the outfide; for 
the engineer and people at work on our mine heard the 
enemy very diftindtiy at work within the counter- 
fcarp about two o’clock in the morning, and alarm- 
ed them by knocking, and calling out to bring the 
match that we might fpring our mine. Our work- 
ing party, of fifty-four pioneers and forty or fifty 
Sepoys was employed on the mine and counter- 
mincj and thickening the parapet of the demi bafti- 
on near -the foliant angle, which part the enemy’s 
batterv feems to be intended againft. 
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Feb. 4.] Laft night, the enemy endeavoured to 
toake their guns on the glacis bear on the demi and 
lowering the embralures ; but 
after firing a few ftiot in the morning, they dofed 
them as before. In !hort, the fire from the flank 
of theroyal baftion oblique, and three guns in the 
north-eaft direft, is fo fuperior to the enemy’s, that 
they cannot poffibly fl.and that and our fhells above 
to hour or two every morning. Our working party 
..confifted laft night of fifty-three pioneers and fifty 
or fixty Sepoys, who were employed in thickening 
the parapet of the demi baftion, and carrying on 
the two galleries. The enemy’s large fhells being 
all expended, is the reafon^ we imagine, that they 
only throw from time to time thoie of eight or ten 
inch from two mortars in the crotchet at the foot 
of the g!acis._ The fire of their artillery from the 
fcveral batteries, except that at the burying-ground 
of four guns, was alfo very ilov/. The two large 
guns at the bar were this morning withdrawn, and a 
feid-piece brought thither. 

5.3 This morning early we were lurprized with 
the fight of fix or leven veflels under fail, and con- 
duded them at once to be our ihips from Bombay, 
but the advance of the day fcon difcovered to our 
view the enemy’s two fhip.s, and five fm^l! veflels^ 
going out of the road, and ftanding eaftward, and 
ns foon as the fea wind came in, they flood to the 
fouihward. This extraordinary motion we can no 
Ways account for, but by fuppoling the enefny have 
had^ advice of our fhips being fbme where on the 
coair, and fearful of theirs falling into our hands, 
have fent them to talce ftieiter under Pondichery. A 
red flag was feen at the great mount in the morn- 
ing, and a great fmoke, fo that we conclude Cap- 
tain Prefton^ and Ifouf Cawn are got thither, and 
they will fbon get nearer to us. The eneray^ 
iaft mght, fired a good deal of Mufquetry, and this 
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morning fired three or four rounds from two guns 
on tiitir breaching battery, but were obliged tocioie 
it immediately, and fcarce fired a mulquet fhot all 
day. 1 he four guns at the new hofpital were filent 
or withdrawn, and only two fired ilowly at the old 
IjofpiU’tl. our working party, of fifty-three pioneers 
and forty Sepoy.s, were employed on the demy' baf- 
tion, nort.ri ravelin and galleries: yefierday that un- 
der the north covered Vv'ay fell in, and had like to 
have diicovered us to the enemy, but being no fur- 
ther advanced than the banquet of our covered way, 
we turned to the right till we got into the center of 
the old town wall, and then advanced forward to- 
wards the enemy’s battery, indeed we imagined 
the gallery to have been under the parapet, and 
were lurprized to fee, by the face of the covered 
way, that we were not.fb far. 

Feb. 6.] This morning fix embrafures of the ene- 
my’s battery to the northward appeared to be repair- 
ed ; and by their withdrawing the guns from the 
nevv hofiiital, it is fuppofed they intend to' reftore 
their firft grand battery. Nothing eife appeared to 
have been done as to their works, and their battery ■ 
on the glacis was filent. Our working party, con- 
fifcing of fifty pioneers and as many Sepoys, was 
employed in repairing the parapets of the demi baf- 
tion, anti Ciirrying on our two galleries ,; thirty lai- 
lore were landed from the Sliaftfbury to affift the ar- 
tillery ; and the (hip, no longer apprehenfive of the 
enemy, vvent out into deeper water. 

7.] E,arly this morning the enemy faiuted us with 
four guns and one mortar from their old grand bat- 
tery, w'hich cannot be much to the credit of the at- 
tack, tiuis to retreat, after having had four guns in 
bauery five days on the glacis, 1 he old north-eaft 
baition, which with three guns has been maintained 
the whole fiege, feems to be the objedt of' their old 
(but once more new; battery. The angle of the 

^ demi 



f ^ 

’> i\^ ' i 




( I 

If::: 





* 759 - 



274 JOURNAL OF the 

demi baftion is alfo battered from thefe four guns, 
and as many from the burying-ground fire on the 
face ; fo that the enemy have now, as it were, gone 
back to the fixth of January, and have on us the fol- 
lowing batteries •, at the old hofpital two guns plnns- 
ing into and enfilading the whole north front ; at the 
burying-ground four guns battering the face of the 
demi baftion ; at the grand battery four guns, firing 
on the faliant angle of the demi, and on the old 
north-eaft baftion, and one mortar, throwing {hells 
of ten inches into the town. On the zig-zag which 
crofTes the ridge of the glacis, three mortars, 
throwing eight and ten inch Ihells into the 'demi and 
north-eaft baftions, the blind and fafcine battery. 
Our working party, of fifty pioneers and as many 
Sepoys, were employed in raifing and repairing the 
left face of the north ravelin, repairing two embra- 
fores on the north face of the royal baftion, and in 
carrying on the galleries, 

Feb. 8,J The enemy this morning fired with four 
guns from their grand battery 4 but the greateft part 
of the fhot from thence and the burying ground go 
over our parapets. Nothing new appeared in their 
api^oaches, . Captain Barker and myfelf this morn- 
ing went off in a Moffula boat on board the Europe 
fliip, and rowed from thence a little to the north- 
ward, with an intent to come back along fiiore, and 
take^a view of the enemy’s works in reverfe. We 
got fo far north, and fo near, as to fee plainly behind 
their grand battery, whicii at firft appeared very ill 
manned j but in an inftant it was filled, and a gun or 
two turned againft us, with which they fired five 
rounds at the boat. This obliged us to make an 
hafty retreat, and prevented us from feeing lb much 
of tlieir works as we propofed. A deferter who had 
formerly been in our fcrvice came in from the ene- 
my this evening 5 and informs us, that the realbn 
they abandoned their battery, on the glacis, was, 
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becaufe they loft many men from the fiiperiority 
of our fire, had feveral guns difabied, and were 
conftaotly apprehenhve of being blown up by our 
mine, which they heard we were making under it. 
Be aifo affuresus, that they are not making any 
mines on their part, as we apprehended. Our 
working party, of fifty pioneers and twenty-feven 
Sepoys, were employed in repairing the embrafures 
oiuhe north lace of the royal which fire on the 
enemy’s grand battery j and thole of the old norths 
eaft bafiion ; alfo in puftiing on our galleries, one 
of which is now under the enemy’s battery, and 
tlie other fo far advanced as to prevent any poffibi- 
lity of dehroying the blind by amine. We had 
certain advice this afternoon of Major Caillaud’s ar- 
rival at the Mount, but no account of the forces 
with him. One of the enemy’s Ihips anchored this 
afternoon in St. Thome road, which it was deter- 
mined the Europe fhip fhould attack j for if Ihe is 
loaded with heavy fhells, as we apprehend, we 
ought to hazard greatly rather than let them be 
landed 5 becaufe the damage they will do the works, 
now the enemy is fo near, will be irreparable, and 
give them an opportunity of effedually eftablilliing 
the battery on the glacis. 

Feb, 9.] Early this morning we heard a fmart 
cannonading towards the Mount, which continued at 
intervals all day, and was renewed very brilkiy to- 
wards the evening. The adlion was, no doubt, be- 
tween a ttrong party of M. Tally’s European forces, 
witlBiis black army, and our troops under the com- 
mand of Major Caillaud, who had jutt joined Cap- 
tain Prefton and Ifouf Cawn, from Tanjore how 
it ended is hard to fay, but we hope, from the repeat- 
ed reinforcements which the enemy fent out, that our 
people had the advantage. In the afternoon two 
companies of Sepoys were, fent out to the bar, and 
from thence proceeded to . the garden-houfe, v/hich 
S a pofts 
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polls the enemy had abandoned ; they found fome 
ammunition, fard-bags, 8 rc. which they brought a- 
way, and fet fire to the enemy’s gabion*!. It was 
intended that our Europe fhip ihould make an at- 
tempt in the night on the Ihip which anchored oflf 
St. Thome yefterday ; however it was not done, 
and to-day many ftores was unloaded and carried to 
the Black-town. The enemy’s fire was not very 
brifk to- day, and moft of their fhot flew over the 
town. Nothing appeared to have been done at their 
approaches. Our working party was laft night fifty- 
one pioneers and twenty-feven Sepoys, employed in 
repairing the demy and north-eaft haftions, and car- 
rying on the galleries. 

Feb. 10.] The enemy laft night did nothing ap- 
parently to their approaches, and were pretty fitent 
in their batteries. During the day they fired fmart- 
ly from their Northern battery, but moft of the fliot 
leemed to be diredted for, the houfes in the town, 
among which they made great havock; they alfo 
threw' all their fhells into the town, fo that the fiege 
feeras to be begun a-frefb, and the attack intended 
againft the houfes rather than the works. Our work- 
ing party, of pioneers and forty-eight Sepoys, were 
employed in repairing the old norrh-eaft baftion, the 
demi baftion, clearing the earth below, and 'in car- 
rying on the galleries. The enemy’s (hip went oflf 
in the. night, 

1 1 .] The enemy laft night fired little mufquetry, 
and did not, that we could difcover, makfe any ad- 
dition to their approaches. Our working party, of 
fifty-fix pioneers and one hundred and thirty-three 
Sepoys, were employed in repairing two embrafures 
and thickening a traverfe on the demi baftion ; in 
clearing the rubbifti from the mint baftion, in laying 
a platform and making another embrafure near the 
beach at the fafcine battery. The gallery under the 
couriterfcarp being advanced about ninety-five feet, 

. ; ' two 
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two chambers were made, and loaded with two 
hundred and fifty pounds of powder each ; that 
before the blinds was opened by a pit up through 
the glacis, and a branch carried on a parallel to the 
covered way, towards the enemy at the ftocka- 
doe. 

Feb. 12.] Laft night the enemy advanced, or ra- 
ther repaired, a fmall breaft-work they had at the end 
of the ftockadoe, near the fea-fide ; but made no 
other alteration in their approaches. Our working 
party, of fifty- (even pioneers and thirty- three Sepoys, 
were employed in repairing the north-eaft baftion 
and the demi, and in lengthening out the fafcine bat- 
tery quite into the fiirf, by means of calks filled with 
fand ; placing a barricade of pallifadoes, cneveaux 
de frize, and trees in front, and raifing the parapet. 
The pioneers employed under the north counterkarp 
continued to flop the mine, and the Blacks to ad- 
vance the new (haft. A delerter came in this after- 
noon over the enemy’s lodgement on the glacis, and 
affures us, that the enemy are making no mines, but 
are much afraid of ours. The fire of the befu’gers 
artillery and mortars has not been fo brillc to-day as 

it was yefterday. , 

13.] This morning, between two and tnree 
o’clock, we were alarmed by an attempt of the 
enemy, with thirty Europeans and fifty Coffrees, to 
nail up our guns at the fafcine battery ; they ad- 
vanced along the fea fide from the ftockadoe, to 
within thirty yards of our work ; when being difco- 
vered, they made an halt, and after receiving a fire 
or two from a fix-pounder placed near thp beach, 
they went to the right about in fome confufion, and 
returned within their works. _ The dimms having 
beat. to arms, the whole garrifon repaired to their 
pofts, and plenty of fhells and grape Ihot were thrown 
into the ememy’s approaches. We had a Captain 
and one foldier wounded, and the enemy left five 
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DoffeOlon of the ftockadoe if. we ple'afed ; but it 
Ls not thought neceffary. The intent of the ene- 
my advancing by the fea fide, muft be with a view 
to bring cannon againft our fafcine battery ; or un- 
der cover of the beach, which is fteep, to advance, 
by means of traverfes, till they got beyond our 
place of arms, and then make an attempt on that 
and the fafcine battery together. The enemy were 
remarkably quiet all night in their trenches and oat- 
teries, the only difturbance they gave us being by a 
ftell or two now and then ; thus they generally aft 
when they are carrying on any wojk. Our woikhig 
party confifted of twenty-four pioneers and thirty 
Sepoys, who were employed in clearing and repair- 
ing the embrafures of the north-eaft baftion, repair- 
ing the embrafures on the derai, and repairing the 
caponniere before the blind. 

Feb. 15.1 Laft night, before the rifmg of the 
moon, the enemy replaced the gabions which had 
been overfet yefterday morning, and endeavoured 
to compleat the traverfe •, but the fire of a twelve 
pounder from the fafcine bEttery^ End the fliells iroiB 
the demi-baftion, made fuch deftruaion among their 
gabions, that they advanced their work but little, 
bur working party, of thirty-five pioneers and for- 
ty Sepoys, were employed in repairing the north- 
eaft baftion, the embrafures of the demi, one em- 
brafure on the royal, the demi caponniere before the 
blind, and driving the pickets in front of the fafcine 
battery. The mine being loaded, three pioneers at- 
tended it by turns, and were covered at night by 
ten grenadiers. .The enemy’s fire to-day was very 
brifk in the morning from fix guns on their grand 
battery, three at the burying-ground, _ and two at 
the old hofpital i but at five in the evening they on- 
ly fired from three at the grand battery and two at 
the burying ground 5 a great quantity of artillery in- 
deed to deftroy defences ! The French frigate hav- 
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ing returned the 141!, at night, and an-hnrej 
Thome, road, the Tailors »l,ich vt fed r „ 
and thirty marines, were lent on bm-d ,1 
bury, which failed to attack er abr. d '''- 

»e kept a b:i!lt fire till moondight, and b, 
o'““ taewher atlrt 

^^berraSS ,aTdla|s“Ke 

pounder of a new make, weighinp- eleven hnnei .a 
weight, of which two came on board the Shaftfbury • 

fer k ''nf 1 r"'' ’f fecurinp he’ 

Rank of thetafcme battery by trees laid in the'furf 
‘J^^W.weiJ lent to level the earth at the 
foo of the demnbaftion , but, the moon rifini 
early they were difcovered and fired on by the ene^ 

my, who killed one man, and the reft thereon abm. 

e-dridde of thc'north- 

eafi anddemi-baftions were repaired. The enemy’s 

hre to-day was very bnflc from their artiil-ry bur 

they threw very few fhelis. We got the t aftorm 

ready on the beaclt for the iron tv^elve poimclef by 

noon ; ,0 that we had two twf Ive and 0Mf“ fix noun^ 

IK d i” ° “uchored inriierond, and acquainted 

US, that our fhips were leen by her a few days be- 
fore in the latitude of fourteen north, ancUbout 
five m the evening we perceived fix fail to the nSlh 
ward, which we concluded to be ours ; and appre- 
hending the enemy, on fight tiiereoF, mip-ht attemnt 
foraethmg, thg whole ^arrifon was ordered to lay on 
their ai ms at .the, leverai nofl.3 during the night/ 

polls laft 

night,abjrd-4 fireof miifft itry t.vas kerpt up amiinft the 
enemf s works. .About ton o’clock Ihe L Th f 1 
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and two pieces more were fired the i6th of Februa« 
ry than the 14th of December, Nor muft I forget 
to obferve, that a few raw men, taken from the pi- 
oneer company, greatly out-did the much boafted mi- 
ners of the French, who were to blow whole baftions 
into the air : for, after the breaching battery was e- 
refted, thofe men, without having feen any thing 
of the kind before, and without any previous pre- 
paration of ftantions or tools, were fent to open the 
countcrfcarp, and, by continued hard labour, car- 
ried a fhaft ninety five feet in length under the ene- 
my’s battery, where two chambers were made, and 
loaded with two hundred and fifty pounds of pow- 
der.each. This work was executed within a few 
feet of the enemy, and in fight of their lodgment 
on the glacis. They faw, and dreaded, but could 
not interrupt it, though we loft many men. Who- 
ever confiders the nature of the foil, and that 
the lhaft was carried on under the explofion of 
the enemy’s guns, which every day made the earth 
fall in, muft allow this to have been a raoft laborious 
and hazardous undertaking. 

I will now proceed to a particular view of the ene- 
my’s approaches and batteries, as they were the day 
the fiege was raifed} beginning with that on the 
creft of the glacis. 

This battery opened with five embrafures ; three 
of which were intended to breach the faliant angle 
of the demy baftion, and two to fire againfl the 
blind and north-eaft ; but the conftrudlion and pofi- 
tion was fo ill contrived, jhat the enemy” were ob- 
liged to clofe the embrafures every day, after firing 
a few fhot, which in general flew over. The ha- 
vock made in this battery by our fliells and fhot, 
rauft certainly have been very great 5 for feven guns, 
eighteen and twenty-four pounders, with their car- 
riages, lay dilabled. 
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The lodgment on the eafi: fide of the covered 
way, and behind the flockadoe, inftead of being 
raifed with a thick parapet well faced with fafcines, 
and banquets made below, was nothing more than a 
little loofe earth, thrown up into fome gabions pla- 
ced without order. Nor were the crotchets or de- 
mi parallels, whkh ought to have been capacious 
and well made works, formed in any other manner 
than the common zig-zags, which were a kind of flying 
fap about four feet broad ; fo that, undoubted!^ 
bad it ever been neceflary to refolve on attaclcing the 
enemy’s trenches with a body of four or five hun- 
dred men, we could not have failed to drive them 
from their grand battery, and nail up all their guns. 

Near the foot of the glacis, on the face of a zig- 
zag, was a battery of four embrafures, intended to 
ruin the parapet and difmount the guns of the right 
face of our north ravelin ; but the alligment of die 
parapet was fo far from parallel to its objedf, that it 
was hardly poffible.to twift the embrafures into an 
opening that the guns might fee our work. Here lay 
four twenty-tour pounders difabled. 

On that part of the fecond crotchet to the right 
of the zig-zag, the enemy had fired three eight and 
ten inch mortars, and left behind them two difabled 
beds. 

la the grand battery, which opened fifteen embra- 
fures (of which three were direiked to the north ra- 
velin, and tweh’e on the demi and north eaft bafli- 
ons) were fix guns mounted on their carriages 5 and 
though the enemy had fired from four of them the 
1 6th in the evening, yet all bur one had received 
confiderable damage on the muzzles, and might, in 
fad, be reckoned difabled ; there were, befides, five 
guns with their carriages, and fome fpare ones difi 
mounied and ruined. Behind the right wing of this 
battery the enemy had fix mortars of twelve French 

inches, 
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inches, but removed them to make room for 
leaving, two difabled beds. ° 

Jn the battery a little to the left of theburyins- 
ground, which was tolerably well built, and openll 

four embrato were thr/e gun, mooted oTtS 

carnages »h,ch had been fired the prSedi “ 

evening, but were all damaged, on their muzzles. Five 
guns m the battery, and one more, near, lav dif- 

by them ruined. This 
battery, to appearance, was built with a defien to 
enfilade the right face of the north ravelin Ld the 
before It; but it was placed a confider- 
able diftance to the left of the face produced, and 
confequently could not anfwer that purpofe • its 
greateft execution was on the face of the demi bafti- 

ftandy54^d^°^*^^^’ vvhich two guns con- 

On the fide of the old townditcb, behind a fteep 
bank oppofite the Portugiieze church, were the re- 
raainsoffour mortar platforms and two difabled 
beds ; and from hence the enemy threw their heavy 

Sft cflhVgfi.T'’ 

Op the battery to the left of the old hofpital, I 
could not difcover any guns; but imagine fome 
rauft have been difabled and buried, as that battery 
was ulent feveral days before the enemy’s retreat. 
It was^ built among the ruins of houfes, and had fix 
• embralures, from two of which the enemy for fbme 
days battered the left face of the royal ; but after- 
M'ards vvith four only enfiladed the right face and the 
covered way before it, took the right flank in re- 
verie, and plunged into the demi ballion. Adioin- 
»ng to this battery on the left was another in a diffe- 
rent direiflion, which opened four embrafures, and 
from whpee three guns were fired on the right face 
Pigot s ballion for a few days, after which it was 
ulent; but with what view the enemy direfted any 
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fire on that work, no one ever could conceive, be- 
caufe that baftion could neither be attacked nor of- 
fend them. 

The battery built in the front of the new holpital, 
near the place where the Company’s garden-houfe 
formerly flood, had four embrafures, and as many 
guns were conflantly fired from thence, till a few 
days before the fiege was raifed. It was intended, I 
fuppofe, to ricochet and plunge into all the works 
of the north front ; and indeed it might have pro- 
ved the mofl; troublefome battery to us of all which 
the enemy erefted ; but I do not think they had can- 
non enough on it, nor that thofe they had were ma- 
naged with the greateft addrefs. There were nei- 
ther guns nor carriages found on this battery, and 
perhaps none were difabled on it ; becaufe, as the 
guns always fired en ricochet, the embrafures were 
ehoaked in front, and the guns not to be ften. 
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Coaft of Goromandel 


T ,,fh '"'h® they raifed_ the fiegcthe 

^ I/th of February, marched oft with fo much 

precipitation that the Black* town efcaped the de- 
fouaion with winch h had been threatS by M. 
Mly. He marched^diredly to the Mount, where 
he left marks of his relentment unworthy of a 

MftrpH devaftatioL, he 

ordeied three barrels of gunpowder to be lodged in 
Colonel Lawrence s country houfe. anA ,> ,m 
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The next morning he reached Conjeveram, and 
immediately began to fortify it againft a fudden 
attack ; but the want of bullocks, Cooleys 
and otlier neceflaries, made it impradticable 
for our army to take the field till the beginning 
of March. We had then repofiefled Poonomal- 
lay and Trepafibre, having about thirteen or four- 
teen hundred Europeans, for the reinforcement 
which arrived the i'eventeenth of February, amoun- 
ted to fix hundred men compleat, and with thefe 
were the Black army of Ifouf Cawn and the Na- 
bob’s brother. 

Colonel Lawrence who commanded, bebg de- 
firous of bringing on an adion, marched towards 
Conjeveram, and moved round it, expofing his 
flank; but as he found nothing could provoke 
the enemy to ftir, and being in a very bad ftate 
of health, he prudently relblved to quit the 
command rather than fubjed hirafelf to certain 
fatigue (which he could not bear) without a pro- 
fped of performing the fervice he was defirot^ to 
accomplifli, he therefore returned to England, 
leaving the command to Major Rrereton, a gal- 
lant officer, and next in rank to Colonel Draper 
whofe ill ftate of health obliged him likewife to 
leave a climate which was fo prejudicial to him 
that he found it neceffary to take the firft op^ 
portunity of withdrawing himfelf from the b5 
effed of it He accordingly took his palTage m 
a China fhip, and left the garrilbn full of regret 
li>r the lofs of a brave officer who had endeared 
himfelf to them by every other part of his con- 
duft and behaviour. 

Major Brereton, to draw out the enemy if poft 
fible to an engagement, made a motion towards 
W andewalh, and opened ground before that place. 
The French marched to relieve it, and came 
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within nine miles of our army, who 
between three or four miles towards the 
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Thefe „ accidents 
of adtion, for the en 
condition being ready for 
want of cloathing and pay 
Ene infantry was very greai 
coming over . to us v^re 
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ftiiie punicular fervices, and the Sepoys are always 
iu the grcareft dread of them. Upon thefe conii- 
tk'raiions it was at length refolved to raife a body 
of between two and three hundred Huffars. 

Being in poffellion of Conjeveram we remained 
there a month, a.s did M. Lally at Gauvery-pauk, 
til! having contrived to cloath his men. and perfuad- 
ing him/clf that they would be inclined for adion, 
upon intelligence that Ifouf Cawn was returned to 
rrichinopoly, and that the Nabob’s brother had 
alfu left (he army, he moved towards Conjeveram, 
About this time the regiment grew very fickly, and 
it^ being thought that a change might be of fervice 
to them, Major Brereton marched them towards the 
enemy at the fame time that the French alfo had juft 
pat themfelvcs in motion, fo that the two armies 
unexpedediy found themfelves near each other. Ma- 
ny of Draper’s battalion being recruits unufed to 
fervice, and ftrange to the climate, were fb affeded 
by it, that in a march of eight miles, fix of them 
fell down dead, and ninety were taken ill, and by 
the hiclenient heat, rendered unfit for fervice. 

Th F R E was no hefitating in a cafe of this nature,! 
for M. Lally being informed of thefe extraordinary 
accidents, was in lull march ; therefore a retreat was 
iininedituely made to Conjeveram. M. Lally ad- 
vanced within three miles of the place, and the En- 
glilh could not reconcile it to their fenfe of honour 
to be fhut^ up within walls. Major Brereton being 
greatly afteded by the climate, they marched out 
unaer Major Monfon, wlio though he was prevailed 
on not to rifque a general adion againft eighteen 
nundred Europeans, had the good fortune to be 
luccefsfu! in feverai Ikirmillies, fuftained two fmalJ 
attacks which M. Lally made on him, in both which 
he repulfed the enemy ; and having killed a Captain, 
a iubakern,^ and eighteen grenadiers, rendered his 
Imali force lb relpedable to the enemy that M. Lally, % 
convinced that there was no real difpofition in his ' 
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miles difta-Bt. He then fent his army into canton- 

merits and went himfelf to Pondichery, heartily tir- 
ed of his command and of the country, as he would 
not fcruple frequently to declare, the fame com- 
plaints were univerfally made by all his officers, and 
moft furprizing it is that they could fo long’ keep 
together, unpaid, a body of troops continually cla- 
mouring for their arrears. .^At length the whole re- 
gimrat of loirraine mutinied -tQ^ a, man, and taking 
poffeflion of four guns, marched ouf -of the garrifon 
witli their colours to a confiderable diftance, where 
they declared their refolution to fiipport themfelve*s, 
antf put the neighbouring country under contribution’ 
for their maintenance. The officers followed them 
and by entreaty and promifes endeavoured to prevail 
with them to return to their duty. The intention 
of the foldiers was not to defert to the Englifh ; but 
only to declare off from ferving without pay ; there- 
fore the officers were never able to get from thera 
any other anfwer but that they would agree to re- 
turn, provided their arrears were paid in three days, 
otherwife they would, from that moment, begin to 
fubfift themfelves in the country. Advice of this 
being difpatched to Pondichery, a fupply of money 
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tlic etle6\ual fervice ; and to amufe the enemy with 
two lalle attacks, he ordered Captain Knox, with 
the firft battalion of Sepoys, to march at dufk of 
the evening, round the town to the weftward, with 
diredions to draw as near the walls as poffible, and 
begin his fire exadtly at twelve o clock* if\.t the fame 
tinie the Raja of Vifanapore was to make another 
falfe attack by the gate way, and front of the de- 
tached ravelin, v/ith orders to follow Captain Knox s 
fire, making as much noife as pofllble by firing of 
cannon, fmall arms, and rockets, and ufing every 
other means ro alarm and perplex the garrifon. The 
European battalion, with part of the gunnery taken 
from the batteries, and fome feamen from the Hard- 
wicke, and the fecond battalion of Sepoys, with two 
field-pieces, formed the main attack for the bafti- 
ons, where the breaches had been made. The 
firft battalion of Sepoys began their fire exadly 
at twelve o’clock, the hour appointed, which was 
followed by the army of the R^a according to his 
inftrudions. 

In the mean time the party for the grand attack 
croffed the Morafs which furrounds the whole city, 
and came to the ditch before they were dilcovered. 
The grenadiers and two battalions of Sepoys, 
pufhed for one of the baftions where the breach 
had been made, and the battalion of Europeans with 
the gunners and feamen made for the other. 
While the men were croffing the ditch, the enemy 
poured in upon them their fmall arms and grape- 
iliot from the flanks of the baftions, which was 
fjon returned by our mufquetry. The enemy were 
driven from the breaches, but ftill kept up a fmart 
fire from the other works. As the two field pieces 
could not be got over the main ditch, the officer, and 
men belonging to the artillery, left them, and entered 
the town with the reft of the troops, where they 
were of great fervice by turning ^the enemy’s own 
guns againft them. In this manner they fought the 

' ' ' ememy, 
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enemy gaining baftion after baffion, till they In 
proached the gateway, and cutoff their commJniS' 
tion from the detached ravelin. 

At this time a. French officer came to th.^ r i 
nel, from the Marquis de Conflans afldn<y n 
for the Garrifon. The Colonel fent a CantaST’^? 
the French officer to the-Marquis, with the^followh ’ 
rneffage. That he could not give quarter while r!f 
fiftance was made m any part, and that unlefe £ 
befieged would immediately ceafe firing, and ffir 
render themfelves, be fhould be obliged for his own 
P’-'*- whole garrifon to the fword 

The Marquis De Conflans difpatched his orders 
for the troops to quit their arms, and repair to 

Tk ’fi' ^he out. 

ceafed in about half an hour after 
and the mam body of our troops repaired to the 
Efplanade. A detachment of one hundred Euro- 
peans, two companies of Sepoys, and two guns 
were pofted over the prifoners that night? the 
next day the gentlemen gave their paroles, and 
had hbmy to walk about the totvn, and the 
colOTei Ihewed them great lenity in granting all their 
effeds, except private trade, which was fecured for 
the captors. 

The enemy fuffered greatly, but it was never 
icnqwn exaaiy what numbers they loft, but bvcom- 
^nng their mufter rolls, with our number of nri- 
fonws, which were four hundred and nine, they 
muft have had above a hundred Europeans killed 
during the fiege, their wounded being included 
amongft the prifoners. 

The ftrength of the Englifli in the gi-and attack 
was three hundred and twelve in battalion, thirty 
gunners, as many feamen, and feven hundred Sepoys 
On the/alfe attack of the gateway four thoufand of 
the Rajas forces, and feven hundred on the other, 
but neither of thefe entered the town. Theftrength 
or the enemy in garrifon according to their mufter 
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rnils the 6th of March, was five hundred and twen- 
ty-two Europeans, and two thoufand and thirty nine 
Cofirees, Topaffes, and Sepoys. There were taken 
t.bo’.e one hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, one 
thirry-two, and five twenty-four pounders, and a 
gre.;t quantity of arnriiunidon. 

St'labaf'/.ing advanced with his army within about 
fi>n,y miles of Mufulipatam, lome days befoi'e it 
war Jaia'ii, and there waited like a true Eaftern 
i'..!itie.ian t.be event of the fiege. Cur fuceefs 
burn tilt re and at Madrals, freed him fiorn the flavilli 
dread of tlit French, which had too long infiuenced 
his councils. 

About the fame time his brother Nizam Alice, 
who had ftt up a feparate intereft, marched from 
Aurengabad, and .arrived »t Hyderabad. This was 
anfither circunifiance that induced Salabatzing to 
With ibr the Alliance of the Engiifh,' and -perliaDS 
diipofed him the more readily to ilgn the fo'liowins>' 
treaty. 


Treaty v/itli Salabatzing, Souba or Viceroy of the 
lieckan. 

/ 'I'he feal of \ 

Salabatzing. J 

^ The whole of the Circar of MafiTulipatam, with 
eight diiliiyis as well as the Circar of Nizampatam, 
and_ tlje dil’.ricis of Codaver and Wacalrnanner, 
fliall be given m the Englifii Con-pany, as an 
Etjuin (cr free Gift) and the Saneds granted to 
them ill the lame manner as v/as done to the 
French. 

Salabauing will oblige the French troops which 
aic in this country, to pals the river Ganges . with- 
in fiitecn days, or (end them to Pondichery, ot 
to any other place out of Deckan country on the 
other hde of the river Kriftna. In future he will 
nut iuffer them to have a feitiement in this country 
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on any account whatfoever, nor keep them in 
bis fervice, nor affift them, nor call them to hi^ 
afliftance. 

The Souba will not demand or call * Gauzanettv- 
rauze to an account for what he has collected out 
of the Circars belonging to the French, nor for the 
computation of the revenues of his own country, 
in the prefcnt year, but let him remain peaceably in 
it in future, and according to the computation of 
revenues of his country, before the time of the 
French, agreeable to the cuftom of his grand-father 
and father, and as was then paid to the Circar, fo 
he will now adt and pay accordingly to the Circar, 
and if be (the Raja) does not agree to it, then 
the Souba may do what he pleafes. In all cafes the 
Souba will not ailift the enemies of the Englifo, nor 
give them protedron 

TheEnglilh on their part will not affift the Souba’s 
enemies, -or give them Protetlion. . u 

Dated Moon Ramadan, 1 6th Hegira, 1172, which 
is the 14th of May, 1759,,^ 

In the Souba’s ovtfn hand. 

I fwear by God and his Prophet, and upon the 
Holy Alcoran, that I with pleafure agree to the re- 
quefts fpecified in this paper, and lliali not deviate from 
it even an hair’s breadth. 

The French (hewed how greatly they valued this 
country, by detaching from Pondicherry four hun- 
dred men to reinforce an army which before was 
almoft double the number of Colonel Forde’s. 
They fent this reinforcement on board the Harlem, 
which they took from the Dutch, and the BriftoL 
Thefe fhips arrived in the road of MalTuiipatam the 
15th of April, a very few days after the town was in 
the hands of the Englilb. 

The Hardwicke Indiaman, which was there at an- 
chor when Ihe firft faw the French colours, got 


* The name of the Raja of Vifanapore. 
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under-way, and made ready for art Engagement, 
which continued about an hour, during which time 
Mr. Samfon, the firlT; mate (the Captain his brother 
being afliore) had the addrefs to get to the wind- 
ward of the French, and came to an anchor. One 
of them alfo came to an anchor, but the other con- 
tinued beating up to windward about three hours, 
by which time Captain Samfon came on board, 
l-lc was determined to fight his way through them 
and make fur Bengal, where he was to have carried 
n large number of prifoners, but had then only forty 
on board. The enemy’s largeft iliip got under fai! 
at the fame time as the Hardwicke, and together with 
the other exchanged broadfides, till finding they 
were not able to come up with the Hardwicke, they 
returned and came to an anchor, and Mn Moracin, 
who commanded the troops, not having heard the 
fate of the place, fent a boat aihore about midnight, 
with a letter to the Muiquis de Conflans, to acquaint 
him that he iiad brought him fuccours, and that 
he fhould not difembark the men till he received 
his orders. The next morning difeoverirtg his mif- 
take, be failed for Ganjum., where he ftaid till the 
beginning of November, as it w'as not poffible for 
them to "return to Pondichery againft the Monfoon, 
I'here he loft forcy men in an attack made on him by 
Narraindu, a Raja of thofe parrs, who projedled 
every feherae he could devife to cut them off by the' 
fwtH'd, by famine, or pdfon. Their numbers were 
gieiiiiy diminiihed by the above-mentioned diftrefles, 
and aiib by delerrion, and when all their provifions 
and moiiey were gone, the country people left 
them to the diftance of a league all round. 

Mr. Moracin tlicn came away in a boat vvith hi^s 
Sicphew and fccrctary, and arrived about the mid- 
dle of December at ■ Pouliacat, in his way to Pon- 
dichery. There tvere about Wo hundred men left, 
who went to Cockanara, where fame of them landed, 
anti vurre t)xieavo!.mug to get .the people of the 
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Country to join them, but were attacked by Captain 
Fifcher, 'Who took ten officers witli one of the 
Pvajas who had joined them, and fixteen Euro- 
peans, and killed feveral more, on •which tliofe 
tliat were in the veflels failed for Pondichery, and 
many of thefe were drov/ned. ’ 
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SURAT. 

[ 1759 -IFT J>eing the defign of this work to treat 
li of fuch events as have been brought 
about by the military expeditions of the EngHflr 
in India ; the laft revolution in the government 
of Surat, mull: be confidered as a neceffary part 
of this undertaking. 

To give the hiftory of the former ftate of this 
great commercial city, farther than it concerns 
rhe prefent change of government, would be here 
iinneceffiary, but without a reprefentation of fuch 
alterations in the jurifdittion of the city and caftle 
as have not only preceded, but conduced to bring 
about this revolution ; neither the caiifes nor 
condudof the tranfadions can be underftood. 

Surat has for fo many years been one of rise 
moft frequented cities in the Eaft, that, from the 
concourfe of Mahometan pilgrims, w!io make it 
their road from India to vifit the tomb of their 
Prophet, Jt has been called the gate of Mecca, 
i he caftle ■ has alvvays been held by a governor, 
a'ppointed by the Mogul, to keep the city under 
proper fubjedion, but not to interfere with the 
government of it. 

The Indian feas having been infefted to an 
intolerable degree by pirates, the Mogul appoint- 
ed the Siddee, who w^as chief of a colony of Cof- 
frees to be his Admiral, it, was a colony which, 
having been fettled at Dundee- Raj apore, carried on 

a confldera- 
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a confiderable trade there, and had likewife many 


vehels oi loicc. i 

Tiie Moc;ui, being equally moved by zeal tor 
thc Malicrnetan religion, and a concern for tUe 
inrerefls of commerce, in order to keep tie f_'‘as 
t.of-n !)et\7cen' Surat, and the Periian ana Arr.&ian 
ririlTihr- Lad been at the annual expence of a Ir.rp 


iliio, f-irpcte!y fitted out to carry pilgrims tojudaa, 
winch is 'no great diftancefrom Mecca. For the 


Iccuiity of this vefl'el, as weii as to -proteci tae 
trade ol Surar, whicli was then very flouriiliing, 
he fi’ranted his Admira!, tne Siddee, a levsnuo 
called the Tanka, to the yearly value of three jack 
of roupees, at the time it was frft fettled ; ainfing 
partly iVora Ibrne adjacent land, and partly iiom 
the revenues of Surat, which were paiahirn annually 
by the governor, while his officers were ^allowed 
to colledl his rents ; but he had not the leaf: 
title to anv power independent or the marine. ^ ^ 
The ufnai endeavours of all Maliornetan chiefs 
to defraud or circumvent each^other, are conti- 
nually producing revolutions. ihe government 
of Surat had for fome time been back- 


ward in tiieir payments, ^ and vvith-heid great part 


of the fim ftipuiated from the, Siddee, who to 
make hiiTilelf amends, took occahon to fend iome 
of his cruifers into the river of Surat, at a time 
when tl'.e Monfoon was fetting in, and then made 
a pretence of the feafon for remaining vhepe. 
Siddee Muffoot, the commander of that _fquadron, 
made ule of this opportunity to get forne kind 
of footing in the government, and to leize on 
the caftltq which he held til! his death, when he 
was facceeded by his fon, in the year 1 756. 

MmToot not only retained the" government of 
the caftle, but greatly encroached on that of the 
tms’n nnrl onnrnnriafed to himfelf one third of 


town, and appropriated to hsmfelf one_ third of 
its revenues ; another third has long fmee been 
annually paid to the Marattas, and by them farm- 
U 3 . ed 
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ed out to an officer who refides in Surat. The 
walls of the town, with the affiftance of the Eu- 
ropeans who have fadories there, are a fufficient 
defence againft thefe plunderers; but as they are 
at all times mafters of the whole country up to 
the very gates, it has been thought expedient to 
pay them duly their allotment, rather than ffib- 
lect^ the inland trade to the many delays and diffi- 
culties with which it is in the power of the Ma- 
rattas to clog and intenipt it. They are continu- 
gliy hovering about the place, and watching for 
invitations which through the inconftancy and" fluc- 
tuation of the governing powers of the city and 
caftle, they frequently receive, and though they 
know that fheir admiffion into the town would be 
the abfolute lofs of their revenue for the future, 
(for their government, wherever eftabliffied is fa- 
tal to trade) yet from their habitual paffion for 
plunder, they are ever feeding therafelves with 
hopes that fome governor in the decline of his 
power will open the gates and invite them to a 
prefent booty, which no arguments of reafbn or poli- 
cy caii refl-rain them from feizing. 

Meah Atchund, had applied to them for their 
afldtance, to tuiu out IsFovas Alice Oawn from the 
government, who himfelf alfo entertained a fecret 
correfpondence with fome of the Maratta chiefs. 
Meah Atchund, was brought by a party of Ma- 
rattas from Poona, to the walls of the town ; 
having fo far availed^ himfelf of their afliftance’ 
he dilcarded them, for the Siddee preferring him 
to Novas Alice Cawn^ whom he thought to be 
more dangeroufly connedled with them, agreed to 
join Meah Atchund, and eftablilh him in the citv, 
upon condition that he would abfolutely renounce 
their alliance : but as the government was con- 
tinually v/eakened by the incrocchments of the 
paftle upon the town, it was daily expefted tliai 
the wlarattas, would take advantage of this ilate 
■■■ , of 








of anarchy, to which it was in a manner reauced, 
for the lawlei's behaviour of the Siddee’s fon filled 
the city with riot and murders, while new cxafti- 
ons and additional burthens upon trade grew to be 

intolerable. . _ ^ _ 

In the year i‘753, earneft application was made 
to Mr. Ellis the Snglifii chief, by the principal 
mcichantsand inhabitants, defiring him to recom- 
mend it to the preftdency of Bombay, to fit out 
an expedition for talcing poffeffion of the Caftle 
and tanka. They enforced their felicitations _ by 
entering into an obligation to become refponfible 
for five years for any deficiency in the revenues 
of tlie Caftle and Tanka, w'hich were rated at two 
lack of roupees per annum. 

Pharras Cawn, who had been Naib or deputy 
governor to Meah Atchund, and properly fpeaking 
the adiing magiftrate, had regulated , the police to 
the fatisfaefion of the whole city i therefore it was 
propofed to have him for Governor, fince he had 
fufficiently fhev/n how well he was qualified for 
it by his conduct and behaviour While he aOted 
as Second. Thefe propofais* were the more readily 
approved and accepted, as the Englifli had been 
olten grievouOy oppreft by frauds, extortions, and_ 
many impedinients thrown purpofely in the way of 
their bufinels ; as alfo by frequent infults, violences, 
and even murders comniitred on their Servants, 
with a total difregard to the profedion of the 
company. It w'as alfo a confideration of no fmall 
weight, that the polfeffion of the caftle would be 
a feciirity againft the apprehenfion of the Marat- 
tas. Thefe were arguments for undertaking fuch 
an enterprife at any time, but what determined 
the prefidency of Bombay to a decifive refolurion, 
and at iaft caufed the expedition to take place, 
was the weight and influence of the fquadron which 
was at Bombay, in the year 1759. Mr. Ellis, as 
it has been already obferved, had taken great pains 
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to obtain a thorough knowleaVe of rho 7'?' 
. fairs and interefts of the fever") re-r ^ ^ 

, .n the government of the ;:ld‘'c;»“ 1”“'T 
lefidence there, and had with no lelK^juda^ r 7^' 

_ Ml. Spencer, who fucceeded Mr FiKi, 
nicatea to the governor and council 

‘''^^5'^* procure of i h o n " 

ct ators in Snrer, i„ .,.o 

buf:i.rr ?? 

""= "““-ination of“.* off':'.;!; 
grlv: i 

the authority of itchu^d,^ wetoTnpS'SvrS'u! 

drerd“o7Iho!4'7m£7^^^ 

which were committed’ with i'^pimitv 
governmentof the citv ceafed to‘be rT&ftT'' 4’^ 
intimidated the inhabitants to h f t 

that many coni'iderabie iT-r’ore degree, 

ttance h/d id tC Jie t ‘’“P.*' 

S'no'iifh -nrl f-i • *T^*^^*'^''tice they had in the 
^yun, dnd the opinion they enrerti-iffl rf tl ' 
humanity and iiiftice nf r!, iir ol the 

that fo 1002' a- rh^v n O' a f gwernmenc, truftins 

influence enoiio-h iif^tlie *^hey would have 

»itl.ontconS ' '“"g 'og'd 

inlS'omVref TO rnt” 

JafcfaS'vclky''’uM" 8“'''™"“"''®'^^ 

i J^uwvr towaius kcunng the Caftle and 

Tanka 
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3H SURAT. 

Moors, Gentoos, Arabs, Patrans, and others- but! 
they were allowed to be a better corps than At- 
chund’s Sepoys, which amounted to u-n.r thoufand' 
To this body were to be added fuch a number -^s 
they could be expeaed to raife upon the news of th? 
preparations at Bombay fetr an intended attack. At 
the fame time it was confidered that a body of men 
fo raifed, could be no great addition of real ftrengih 
fince they were not likely to behave themfeives as 
foldiers, on the meer conlideration of a few days pay 
W'ell knowing that they fhould be diicharged as ibon 
as ever the affair was decided. There feemed there- 
fore to be but one thing to be apprehended, which 
was leaft Atchund, or even the Siddee, lltoiild in 
diftruft of their own ftrength, fly to the defperate 
.refource of calling in the Marattas. 

The prefidency of Bombay, now fully aporized 
of all particulars, and being principally upon^ their 
guard againft the laft mentioned fatality, in order to 
fecure themfeives from any danger of that kind by 
fea, and in other refpeds to give weight to the en- 
terprize, defired Admiral Pocock to accompany it 
with two ftiips of his fquadron. The Admiral con- 
fenting to their requcll, gave orders for the Sun- 
derland and Newcaftie to countenance the expedi- 
tion, for it is to be obferved, that the Siddee who 
enjoyed the Tanka on condition of keeping up a 
Fleet for the Mogul, had fo far fallen off in the per- 
formance of that condition that his marine was by 
no means capable of oppofing the fhips of the Com- 
pany. _ _ • ' 

Captain Maitland, of the royal regiment of artil- 
lery, being appointed to take the command of eight 
hundred and fifty men, artillery and infantry, and 
fifteen hundred Sepoys, was fent on board the com- 
pany’s armed velTels, commanded by Captain Wat- 
fon, who failed on the ninth of February, and land- 
ed them the fifteenth. 


When 



^ Cuftoas-liOBie. 





put the befieged into fuch a confternatidn that thr. 
cever returned one gun. 

^ Several meffages pail during the attack befvc-,i 
me principal perfons in the town, and Mr. Snencn-' 
who ufed his utmoft endeavours to place Pharrar’ 
Y&wn m the_government; but it appeared that his 
rnends, notwithftanding the hopes they had aju-in 
made not the leaft effort in his behalf, even afuT the 
1 two days in poffeEon of the murr 
ignifieo to _Mr._Spencer, that they diof; 

■t the govern- 
I heie con- 
> and iofe of men 
j made it im- 
's Cav/n againll 
partizans, and the in- 
e be thereby pro- 
might Iruftrate, tie 
agreed to propofe 
Qfty, ofFerregito' fe- 

1 , on condition of mak- 
biiOiing the En- 
;nd::Tanka.:dMr.: 
a treaty with At- 
:greement was ratified on 

I fent a perfon to you, 
•erbaliy of your demands, 

I now write the particu- 


Englifli had been 
town, but - 

Pharrafs Cawn fliould be Nafb, and th 
ment feould be continued to Atchund 
fiderations, the expence of ftores, 
by the cafualties of war and defertion 
prudent to perfift in bringing in Pht 
the inclination of his former per; 
tereft of Atchund, who, fcould h' 
voked to unite with the Siddee, i 
whole defign. It was therefore 
this plan to Atchund and his p; 
cure the government to him, c 
mg Pharrafs Cawn, Naib, and efl 
glifh in the poflefiion of the Caftle 
Spencer accordingly fet on foot 
chund, and the following agreer 
both fides. 

Agreeable to your defire, 
by whom you advifed me v 
and with finceriry of heart, 
iars I can agree to, which are as folbv 


Atchund’s 

Seal. 


Coofcbodeen's 

Seal, 


Article 1. That Phar- 
rafs Cawn jfhali be ap- 
pointed to the office of 
Naib, in its greateft ex- 


Article 1. Agreeable to 
this article, I fully con- 
fent _to Pharrafs Cawu’s 
appointment. 
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loffdair Cawn, _^and no 
jfidv liirnicli-' iliali ni 
( vfcrc in the faid poll. 

IS. That whatever ar- il- 
ides I-'harrafs Cav/n lias Caw 
I’u'un in writing, or pro- mifo 
iiifed to the honourable nour 
Jornpany (the particulars ftan* 
•Xv.Tiich cannot be dravvn alter 
•lilt at prcfent, and muft 
be ddcrrccl till we can 
meet) fliail be fully com- 
plied with, without the 
itaft dirniniition. 

Ill That the Mecca ^ 11 
gate diall be opened, and iliai 
our troops admitted, and troc 
we fiiall join our forces ed 
to drive our enemy out the 
of the town. 

IV. The above arti- 1 
cles a perfon in your be- we 
half demanded, all which tur 
1 agree to and will com- the 
ply" vdth, and the govern- hor 
nient fliall be continued des 
to me in full authority, 
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3i3 SURAT. 

_ As foon as thefe articles were executed, Atchim!i 
irnmediately opened the inner town eate and orr! ^ 
ed a party of men to affift in brirlinp th- c 
to terras, who being acquainted with tfiis junUior 
uas coayincfd Jat it rauft be impofiible for him o 
hold out againft their combined force, and the i 
nera! voice of the people. After many repiS 

nrehages with a variety of propofals, it 4 L £ 

g! anted, that the Siddee’s people fliould have iib-r- 
ty to march out with dieir arras and accoutrerauil 
«no aifo be permuted to take away all their valuable 
c-re^s, and even the common furniture of ilieir 
hollies. This was done with the greateft retrnlaritv 

.i"e “f 

ap.d naval (lores, till fucli time as the Mogoi’s tie? 
lure was known. As foon as the grants arnv-d f-nm 

Admiral to the Mo* 
ghl, the foips and ftorcs belonged to them of rrwirf 
y parr of the Tanka. It (IrotSd be remold "b? 
the above-mentioned, grants, and ail Phirmauni 
hereafter inlerted were fbiicired and obtainedTfae 
the null der of the Mogul, and the revolution at 

Ae 11,4 '■’= of 

The number of killed and wounded did not -i* 
mount to a hundred Europeans, but the lols bv de- 
fertion was greater. Thus was accomplifhed a re 
volution of general benefit : peace and aove r ' 
raent WHS teftored to tlie city, and the Encdifnlc. 
quited a valuable and moll necelTaiy rioffeO 4 to 
the univerfel fatisfadion of the inhabilams and ’^1 b 
with the concurrence of the people in Swel As 
the authenne papers hereunto annexed * will nrovp 
that this eilabhrnment had the fanblion of the^Mo- 
pl, that which immediately follows will Ihew that 




■’‘•'V’-irf' 



if® 


frcrn tliG P undit Praden^ Ciiicf 


Surat has not only become 
3 the honourable Cmn- 
s, , &c. but has poffel- 
1 udii'ped the govern- 
itire ruin of trade and 
efore agreed, between 
npany, to turn him out 

nay be eafy there, to 

d for the general bene- 

ih fhall have the foie power and 
+ Nabob there, and the 
ch eledion without hefitation ; 
} ihall have the fame power 
1 him out, by . informing the 
have any objedion to it) fhould 
bad man, in any refped, towards the 
any body elfe. 

" ' ■ ' fnail make no alteratjons 
is, but let that article, 
J'e remain as at prefent. 

That the caflle when taken, foal! be poffeffed 
Englifh, and they fhali have the foie com- 
T it for the fafety of the place, and benefit 
government, and for which they ihall receive 


I, As the Siddee a 
troubielume for manj 
pany, the * Circar, r 
idl himil-if of the ca 
liicnt ol tiie place, tc 
the city of Surat, h 
the Circar and honour 
of Surat, that every 
parfue his own advantage, 
fit of the place- 

II. That the Englif 
authority to make any man 
Circar !ha!! approve foi 
and they (the Englilh, 
and authority to turn. 
Circar, (who will not 
he prove a 
merchants, or 

IIL That the Nabob, 
in the cuftoms on j 
and every thing elf 


* The Marattas's ofikers. 
t The Governor of the Town Is; called Nabob. 
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pay out of it what is due to Damojee but 
Orcars and Darnqjee’s officers and neonl‘=> ^ 
give affiftance for the greater im'oort^n ? 

goods y,. ,4 “d esrport of 

n. That the Nabob or government of Sunt 
receive, as uf«al what is due to him from tl " r'^ ^ 

“to ^ I'l' wirh™°s™'.‘;r 

bawe wMita diCur- 

pSg"f dSg r 

^om the fame conformable to the defire of the £„ 
g ift, and nototherwife, and thofe officers and 
pie are not to offer to meddle in any afffirs nf^rl-P 
Smat government, or ffiew any moleftati^n to tlie 

Atier thefe propofals it was extremely diffruh to 
Marattas, who were continually Inter- 

proached burai, and delired to be admitted to aff in 
concert wuh the Englia, b„, as fitclt ?? affahwouU 

have di%ufted the Moors m the town, Mr. Spencer 

inanaeed fo p.s m ^ oucncei 


1 • . precautions to prevent their 

having any intercourfe with the Siddee or Amhund 
with both of whom they had been tamped;, not 
withftanding their profeflions to the Company 

not allow that would 
while frZ appearing before the place, 


F El?- 




niilli 
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PE R IP’ /iNN A *, wider the fed of Nabob Vizier 
Ulmn Mdech, Afof Shav) Nizamcl Muluck, Baba- 
dour, daied the ninth of Sbuval, in the ftxth year 
rf the reign of his frcfeiit Majefty, (feventh of June i 
1 759.) 

I' ^ E peace and iiapplnefs with the renowned Mr, 
^'3 Jolin Spencer, Captain of the faftory in the 
city of Surar, by tlte hands of your vakeel, your 
prefent arid arzee (or requeft) have been received, 
and tlie f)nrpcrt and particular thereof are iinder- 
fcood, and your arzee (or reqiieft) to his Majeftyj 
lias been delivered. The pains you have taken, and 
the fucceis you have met with in keeping open the 
Door of Mecca, and delivering our fubjedts from 
oppreffion, we are pleafed and fatisfied with. As to 
the Phirmaund for the government of the caftle and 
faned for the fleet, which are requeued in the name 
of the Englifh company, I have given your Vakeel 
an anfwer, who will particularly advife you thereof. 
Let the Pilcah on this account be quickly remitted, 
that it may be prefented to his Majefty, and your 
svqueft thereby granted. In tiie mean time it be^ 
hoves you to carry on affairs with alacrity, and be 
aiTured that herein nothing on my part {hall be want- 
ing to countenance you. 


A REPRESENT AVION made to the Mogul hj 
John Spenrer, in behalf of the Honourable EngUjh 
Eafi-lndia Company. 

^T''H a 'r by virtue of Royal Phiritiaunds of your 
^ ivjdjeily s I rcdcceilots, the Engliflh hitherto 

A grant given, or paper figned hj the Mogal, is called a Phlr- 
Rsaund. 

By tlio Mogul’s Son, a No&awn. 

15? the Nabob, a Perwanna. 

By the Vixier, a Hoaibul-hookmu. 

^ enjoyed 
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enjoyed favour at Surat, and carried on their bufi. 
nefs in a reputable manner, till in thefe days that the 
Siddees ufurping an undue authority in the town 
11 fed it to the ruin of the city in general, the lives 
and properties of your Majefty’s fubjefts being made 
light of by them, and they even proceeded fo far, as 
to take away the lives of our people, in diredl breach 
of your Majefty’s Phirmaund ; and in fhort, inftead 
of being the Protedors of the place, became the 
oppreffors of it to fuch a degree, that the juft orders 
of your Majefty, were no ways regarded in this city 
by their means, and things were come to this pafs, 
that though in confideration of the Tanka, the Sid- 
dee w'as to proted the bar, yet fo far was he from 
doing that, that for many months paft,. a large fleet 
of Sancrajee Punt’s, Ballajee Row’s Naib, entirely 
ftiut up the bar, as did a large land force by land, 
to the infinite detriment of the place, and inhabitants 
in general, without the Siddee’s interfering therein, 
and there was the greateft reafon to believe, that 
unlefs feme fpeedy and rigorous meafures had foon 
been purfued, your Majefty’s famous city of Surat, 
the only port of good Muffellmen to the tomb of 
your Prophet, would have been brought to fhame. 
in fuch circumftances, the eyes of the whole town 
were caft on us,_ as the only perfons of force fuffici- 
ent to fave the city from the calamities that it then 
felt, and was ftill further threatened with, and in 
confequence of their folicitations to me, though our 
bufinefs in thofe parts of the world is only to trade 
and merchandize, and we are not defirous of rakins, 
or governing cities or countries, yet as all the inha- 
bitants of this place great and fmall, were earneftly 
defirous oY it, and I law it was for the good of the 
place, I wrote to the General of Bombay on the 
iubjeift, in fuch manner, that at an immenfe expence, 
he fent hither in our King’s ftiips, a great force of 
good and experienced men, with a large quantity 
of artillery, .and other warlike ftores, of all forts, 

with 
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ved in the place, as it ufed to be, and you will 
confider the Englifii as defirous of receiving your 
orders, fuch being the intention of the Governor 
of Bombay and myfeif, v/hofe whole power will 
be ufed to maintain the caftle, that we have pof- 
feffed ourfelves of, for your Majefty, and to preferve 
the bar and fea open againft all oppofers, on your 
behalf, for we fhall not apply the Tanka you 
have granted for this piirpofe to others, as has 
hitherto been the cafe ; and fince our having done 
this, the enemies that furrounded the place both 
by fea and land, to its great prejudice, have been! 
removed, we are always ready for the fafety of 
the caftle and city, with its inhabitants ; and there- 
fore hope for your Majefty’s favour, in behalf of 
the Honourable Englifh Company, for whofe good 
fervices on this occafion I rauft refer your Ma- 
jefty to the reprefcntation of the inhabitants of the 
place, 

iV, B. There accompanied this a letter to the 
Vizier, much to the fame purpofe, requefting 
his countenance , letters went alfo in the name 
of the Governor of Bombay on the occafion, 
to the King and Vizier, referring in general 
to the above, and the whole was attended 
with a reprefen ration of the town in general 
on our behalf, under the feals of the Nabob, 
Naib, the head Siads, and Officers, and the 
Heads of the Merchants in generaL 
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P E R W ANNA under the Fixer’ s fed for * Sciad 
Moynodeen Caun to ail as Governor of Surat 

B y the advices received here from Surat, it ha*? 

been made known unto his Majefty, that 
you with theconfent, and at the defire of the inhabi- 
tants, are arrived there, and that afterwards the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Spencer, Captain of the Faftory at Su- 
rat, with the renowned Pharrafs Caun, came and 
turned out Siddee Anted, who had poffeflcd him- 
felf of his Majefty’s Caftle, and greatly oppreffed 
our fubjeds, and that thereby the city is no"- 
at eafe, and the inhabitants fatisfied. Therefore 
it behoves you to ad as may be moft conducive 
to the good of the city and his Majefty’s affairs 
that every body may follow their calling without 
fear, and the city flourifh. Let this be implicitly 
obeyed, on the fecond of Shaban, and the fmh 
year of the reign of his prefeht Majefty. 

NOOKUM or ORDER, under the Vizier’s 
fed, to M}\ Spencer, to afffi and advife vntb 

Sci^d ^^ioy}2odcsfi> iit the GovcrtiMcui of 

iiuraL ' 

B e it known unto the Honourable Mr. Spen- 
cer, Captain of the Faefory sn Surat, that in 
thefe days advice has been received that with the 
confenr, and at the defire of the inhabitants of 
the Bander of Surat, the renowned and brave Sciad 
Moynodeen Caun Bahadour came into the place 
and that afterwards you, wi;h the renowned Phar- 
rafs Caun, came, and. turning out the Siddee from 
the King’s CaUle, which he had pofleffed himfelf 
of, and given much trouble to the fubjeas by 
oppreflion and otherwife, gave eafe and fatisHaion 

* Another Name for Atcliiind 


to 
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to the inhabitants of the place, with which we are 
well fatisfied, and it now behoves you to advi^ 
with and in conjunftion with the above renowned, 
fo to carry on matters, as may be moft conducive 
to the good of the place, and the honour ot his 
Ma^-eftvr bv aflifting one^another. Let this be done 
on* the (ecoiid of Sliaban, in the JiKth .year, of the 
reign of his prefenc Majefty. 

HOOKUM or ORDER, under the Vizier's 
feal, to the fuhjens and inhabitants of Surat, to 
''achio^vledge and ajffi Sekd MoynodeenCmn as Cover- 
nor of Surat. 

B e it known unto all the principal Sciads, 
Shaiks, and otherwife, and old men of un- 
derftanding, as alfo to all the merchants, and others 
our fubjedts, inhabitants of Surat, that his Majefty 
is made acquainted by advices from thence, that 
by your confenc, and at your defire, the brave 
and renowned Sciad Moynodeen Caun, is come 
there, and after him Mr. Spencer, Captain of the 
Fadlorv at Surat, with the renowned'Pharrafs Caun, 
came and turned out Siddee Amed, who poffeifed 
himfelf of his Majefty’s caftle, and greatly oppref- 
fed our fubjeefs, and that thereby the city is now 
at eafe, and the inhabitants fatisfied._ Therefore 
it behoves you, in all refpedfs, to affift and advifc 
the faid Moynodeen Caun, and with one accord 
to concur in every thing for the good of the place, 

• which i v/ould' have irnplicitly obeyed on the fe- 
cond of Shaban, and the fisth year of the reign of 
his prefent Majefty. 

HQUSBU L-H OOKU M, under the great 
feal of the Nabob Vizier, Ulmab Maleck, Nirzan: 
~al Midiick Bahadotir. 

B e peace unto the high and renowned Mr. John 
Spencer. The courage and conduft you have 
X 3 fhewn 
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.326 SURAT. , 

fhewn in his Majefty’s fervice, for the good of n.f^ 

fubjeas the inhabitants of Surat, are mfde known 

fflf- f A— their 
fansfadion therewith, has alfb been fhewn with 

>vhich his Majefty is well fatisfied, and praifes vou 

therefore upon this account. He has been plLf 

ed to order this Houfbul-Pfookum to be feS 1 ' 

you, that you may take care of his Majefty’s caftle 

ana take the prelervation of the trade of thefe’ 

.eas particularly - upon you, fo that the inhabitants 

of Surat may carry on their bufinefs, and live in 

caie and quiet, and the ftftps and veftels goinn to 

and coming from the moft remarkable ports, as weP 

Th?^Pr P’l'ates. 

I he Fhirmaund lor the government of the caftle 

and Perwannah for the fleet, being ajven in 
pharge to the Englifh Company, . {hall be^fent you 
flora Court, on the firft of the month of Zickat, and 
the fixth year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, 
(the 24th of June, 1759.) ^ 

N. B. The Houfoul-Hookiim to the Governor, is 
in the farne words ss the above. 

Coochuck, (or the /mail 

i'ff Maleck, Nizam 

al Mtduck Bahadour, to Mr. John Spencer. 

nr' Arzee of the high and renowned, will: 

Ji the ^prefent, an4 letter exprelliiig the mer« 

g- «’T 

ourat, and his Majefty’s fervice, have been in a 
grticular manner made known to him, with which 
nmj/ pleafed, and praifes you therefore, it 
oTnt a fatisfied mind particularly 

nrefft-vai'; ° inhabitants, and the 

carl foft Majefty’s caftle, and to take 

c e that the trade qf the feas is kept opep and 

' , fafo 
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the Hadjees (or Pilgrims) and merchants 
1 no trotihle or impedimentj and that 
to and from the renowned and other 
1/ be fafa fr® any fear of violation from 
i pirates. The Phirrnaund for- the go- 
and Perwannah for the fleets, being given 
to the Englifli Company, fltall be fent you 


mitted from Surat, are now much wanted 
ft Court, and his Majefty is preffing for them. 
As yet what money the renowned Moynodeen Caun 
may have fent, is not yet received, therefore Per- 
wannah’s have been wrote to hailen him in that 
refpea; but it likewife behoves you to prefs him 
on this head, and procure the remittance of the 
Tohod by bills, as foon as poffible. Look upon this 
as abfolutely neceffary. 

PHIRMAUND or ORDER, under the great MoguTs 
feal, and under fealed by bis Fizrer, for the Ho- 
nourable Company’s holding the government of the 

fajik of StiraL 

^ The 

Verfes / Great Seal of \ 

from the Koran j * { the King’s | 

• inArabick* \ Names in / 

— : — ^ — — * \ Perfian* . . / 


IT the renowned among the people,^ 

Engliih Company hope for , his Majefty s 
and be it known unto them, that in t 
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happy and vi(florious times, his Maieftu s?^^' 
pleafed cut of his g,.., g,aU andT™,^,”,: gt™ 
unto thenj the Killidatee, or govcruutaK of.h' 
Caftle of Surat, on its bein^ taken from 
Achmed Caun, it therefore is requifite, that the'» 
flioiild be very grateful for this his Majeftv’s favor/ 
look particularly to the welfare of die caft'e’ 
k^pmg proper order and difcipline amonp tk’ 
troops, and having provifions, ftores, and «mmt 
nitipn _alvrays m readinefs, as has been nfin! 

Given on ilie eleventh day of Mohoraro a.-,-; n 

Vi/kr’s^'sear’and Grand 

vizicrs &eaj, and ail his titles wrote at lengtlu 

PU STUCK or ORD PR, „„s,r li, Ow, %. 

^ .-luat, vacant by the difmiilionof Siddee Yacoud 
Caun IS now delivered into your chame 

preaJ c^4eT//°-’ iaid &ce, with. 

l:„y of “lot 

Sor vtrtef i £rhM;! 

or Ins Majefty's reign, (-.he ahti' 'Svill 

. back of this is the Ihol nf 'y- ’ 

Bouiat TMaudin Caun Bahaddur, whoirCaun 
Saraaun or . Steward to ' his Majefty, whofe'nr ’ra 
ipative It IS to grant this Order. ^ ^ 

" ■ ■ ■ 3’ran- 


11 ® 











frmiflntwn of an ORDER, undsr the Vizier's 
fcdl, to Sciad Moynodecn Caiin, Governor of Surat, 
regarding the fay^aent of the Tanka on account of 
the feet to the Honourable Company, &c. 

T O the brave, noble, renowned, and careful 
Sciad Moynodeen Caim Bahadour, on whom 
is his Majefty’s favour. The Vakeel of the En- 
gliOi Company having reprefented, that as the De- 
jT)ga, or poll of the great fleet, belonging to the 
Bunder of Surat, under the Subah of Amedabad, 
on the difmiffion of Siddee Yacood Caun, Killidar 
of Dunde Rajahpore, from the faid pbft, had been 
granted his conftituents, he hoped that a Perw'an- 
nah or order for the Tanka, and . account of the 
troops of the fleet, as has been ufual fince the 
time of him, who is now in Heaven (meaning 
Aurungzebej among the other charges of Surat, 
exclufive of what is fent to Court, might be given 
him, in your name, from the Archieves of the 
Kingdom, it appears, that this office was in the hands 
of Siddee Yacood Caun, and that in the twenty- 
third year of the reign of Mamud Shaw, he pro- 
cured an Order on Teg Beg Caun then Governor, 
for the annual payment of two lack, according 
to cuftom, befides what was fent to Court. Now 
in thefe days the office of Deroga of this fleet, 
on the difmiffion of Siddee Yacood Caun, has been 
granted to the faid Company, as has been ufual, 
under the Dufluck, or Order of the Caun Samaun 
(or Reward) arid dated the feccnd of Mohoram, 
and the fixth year of the prefent reign, therefore 
I now write to you that you may pay unto them, 
account charges, for the forces of the fleet, the 
ufual Tanka, of tv/o lack every year, agreeable 
to the hereafter Order, among tiie other charges, 
exclufive of what is ferit to Court, and let the 
accounts and papers relative thereto be tranfroitted 

hither 
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hither. Dated the twenty-fifth of Mohoram, and 
the fixth year of the reign of his prefent Majefty 
(or 18th of September, 1759.) 

On the back of this Perwanna, is the Vizier’s 
feai, and the zimra or certificate from the feverai 
officers and regifters at court, fetting forth, as is 
above related in the Perwannah, and that the Vi- 
zier had given orders for regiftering the feverai 
grants. 

HOUSBUL HOOKUM, under the fed of the Nabob 
V '.zier, U!ma Mdeck Bahadour, to the Englijh com- 
pany accompanying the Phirniamd. 

M ay his Majefty’s favour ever remain upon 
the brave and noble Englifii company. It 
has pleafed his Majefty to grant unto you the 
office of Killedar (or caftle governor) of the Bun- 
der of Surat, vacant by the difmiilion of Hoffis 
Amud Cawn ; as alfo the office of Deroga of the 
great fleet of the Vaid Bunder, vacant by the dif- 
miffion of Siddee Yacood Cawn. Therefot 4 , agree- 
able to .his order, you are now direfted to take 
particular care of the proper execution of the, 
above offices, by looking well to the welfare of. 
the caftle, and prefervation of the merchants, &c. 
on the high feas, keeping them clear of pirates 
and rovers, who may infeft them. This is nofitivelv 
required of you. ^ ^ 

HOUSBUL HOOKUMi from the Fmer to Governor 
Bourcbkr. 

I T has pleafed his Majefty, to grant unto the 
_ brave and noble Englifh Company, the office 
of Killedar of the Bunder of Siirat^ vacant bj? the 
difmifiion of Hoffis Amud CaWn ; as alfo the office 
of Deroj^j .of the great fleet of the faid Bunder, 
vacant by the difmilfion of Siddee Yacood Cawn ; 

there- 
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therefore agreeable to his order this is wrote to 
you, to diredt, that according to the diredlions and 
advice of the faid Company, you take all the care 
in your power for the proper execution of the faid 
offices, by looking well to the welfare of the caftle, 
and prefervation of the trade and merchants on the 
high feas, from pirates, and other rovers. — Of this 
you are defired to be very careful. 

BOTJSBUL H 0 0 KU M, to Mr. Spencer, the 
fame as aborue, except two or three words which are 
almofi fjmnimoiis. 

1 0 Atchund the fame, direcling ■ him to give the 
company all the affifiance be can in the execution of 
tbefe offices. 


[1759.] \ BOUT fifteen degrees weft of Surat, 
£\^ the Eaft-India company have a fraall 
fettiement, called Gombroon, which being remote 
from the reft, and what is more, unfortified, could 
never have had a place in the account of the 
war in India, had not the French thought pro- 
per to befet this defencelefs fadtory with all the 
parade of a fiege, and to crown their hoftilities with 
the pompous form of a capitulation. 

The articles in this capitulation, which relate 
to the Count d’Eftaing, have fo greatly furpri- 
zed the military gentlemen, before whom he gave 
his parole, that it is evident they will be new to 
all thofe who come from the coaft of Coromandel : 
therefore to fatisfy them of the truth of fo ex- 
traordinary a proceeding, the capitulation is here 
publifhed, together with an account of the whole 
tranfadlion. 


Gora- 
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33^ gombroon. 

Gombroon is an European name for the famons 
Bunder-Abaffi, which was builr bv Shaw '’n' 

when be ruined 0™U3. Orls^ha tewd^S 

the world as It was called, is at this prefei^ 
time a rocky ifland fo entirely covered with ('i t' 
Aat there rs fcaree any pari of it but™ a| J 
crufted over w.th ,t. at leaft two inches I cfc 
In all places where they dig, is to be fcimd r«Tc 
lak, and confequentiy there are no pools, n.Hir.er 

am there any Iprmgs of frefo water ^ notJvithftani 
ding which, the Portuguefe, from its advantage- 
ous fituation for trade, built a very eiegant aty 
tliere, wita a ftrong fortification; but tear two 
hundred^ years ago, the Perfians, with the affikance 
of the EngM, ex[«lled the Portngnefe frl “ 

rimov^d "'hen he 

removed the ^trade to Gombroon, on the oppofite 

flioie, granted the Englifli great privileges incom- 

nieice, and a proportion of the cuftoms of that 

port, which amounted to near 4000/. p^r annum ■ 

‘°"S 

of eftablilhed a factory here on account 

troiihS tI country was impoverifted by the 
froi? °^.^"°‘^t>roon is fo unhiithy 

from the hot winds, that even the natives them- 
telves fly from it in the bad feafon, but knowin- 
when the flnps are to be expedted ; they 
come down with caravans, and carry off their lading; 

therefore no occafion for large ware- 
buf any fortifications-, 

L rS in which their Agent, 

igPnS rSS’ 

^ilS\!!?fo governor of this place, is Moolah 
Alice Shaw, who ought to be fubordmate to the 

■ ' , . . governor 
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governor of Lhor, as the governor of Lhor fhould 
liimftlf be fubjecl: to the Sophi of Perfia : but the 
troubles and total want of government through- 
mu all Perfia, have made them both in a manner 
independent. The remains of fome ftrong forti- 
fications at Ormus afford a fecure retreat for the 
governor of Gorabropn, when the adjacent part of 
tiic continent is clifturbed ; and when it is quiet 
he comes to Gombroon, colleds the cuftoms, and 
very often endeavours to extort loans from the 
B.uropeans, by laying difficulties in the way of their 
trade, and terrifying them with his Arabs. It was 
by fuch means that Moolah Alice Shaw very lately 
prevailed with the Dutch to* comply with his re- 
queft of a loan which they had at firft refufed. 
Thcfe Arabs are very ungovernable and infolent, 
and when they have^ been taken in the adl of 
plundering, feveral of their tribe have run out of 
the fort and wounded our people who were car- 
rying the delinquents before the governor and 
though application has been made for redrefs to 
Moolah Alke Shaw, he never could be prevailed 
on to chaftife them, but always excufed himfelf, 
by alledging that they were a tribe which no body 
dared to punifh but Slieik Rama. Such inftru- 
ments had Moolah illlee Shaw, to employ for the 
gratification of his avarice j and from his own 
ciifpofition he was glad of every opportunity to make 
life of them. 

On the 1 5th of Odober, 1 759, the French, with 
four fillips under Dutch colours, one of which was 
a veflel of fixty-fonr guns, and one of twenty- 
two, landed to the weftward of Gombroon. They 
advanced with two mortars and four pieces of 
cannon, and began to batter the fadory, which 
was not a fortification, but only a ftrong houfe. 
The Agent and his clerks, together with the crew 
nf the Speedwell, which was burnt by the French, 
did not exceed the siumber of fixteen'’men, againfl 



U.C i’icncn Drought at leaft a hunxlrpH , 
fifty Europeans, and as many Coffres t 1 r ^ 
number of Englifh who were^ there dlH ' 

could to defco! i,. as to Se fopafi« a„?c* 
few of them would ftand to the guL. ^ Sepoys, 
About eleven o’clock, being high water ti, 

twenty-two gun fhip hauled wkhin about a nna ' 
ter pf a mile of the faftory, and began to fire : 

i^ete alhore played 
S guns from the 
the afternoon a 
ich camp. Upon 


at the fame time thofe who 
upon it with their mortars 
weftward. At about three m 
fummons was fent from the Frer 
a confultation held in the fado 
gentlemen v/ere of ’opinion that 
not tenable ; it was therefore uni 
to flirrender upon the belt term! 
procured, and thereupon the followin’ 
ligned. 

Arttchs of ^capitulation for the Eaf-Mia 
factory of Gombroon, between Alexander 

Settlement am 
and Monfieur Des EJfars, captain of 
Omfrnn Majeffs Jhip Conde, and cL 
chief of tbeprefent expedition, and Monfieur < 
captain, commander of the land forces. 

Article I, So foon as the prefent 
tion IS figned, a detachment of French t 
fo take polTeffion of the fadory - the i 
to be delivered to the commSing offi! 
no perfon is to come in, or eo our wit 

in IL fcs'^er o 

Sa to the French con 

Sid « polTeffion of 

iieged } the befiegers are to hf^ A«.rrr, tu 
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houles, that they may place the necelTary centi- 
nels over them. The artillery, arms, ammunition, 
provifions, money, merchandize and flaves, in ge- 
neral every thing contained within the fadory, are 
comprehended in this article. 

III. The Chief, the Garrifon-fadors, writers, and 
all Europeans in the fervice of the EngliOi Eaft- 
India company, in general all the futyedts of his 
Britannick Majefty in the fadory are to be prilbners 
of war, under the following claufes only. 

IV. Whereas Monfieur d’Eftaing, brigadier of 
foot, and formerly a prilbner of his Britannick Ma- 
jefty, is now on board the fhip Conde in his way 
to Europe, by the way of Euflbrah, being defirous 
of rendering more fecure the intelligence received 
of an exchange having been made in his behalf, 
between Mr. Pigot, governor of lyladrafe, and Mon- 
fieur Lally, lieutenant-general i it is now agreed 
between the befiegers and befieged^ that Alexander 
Douglas, Efquire, chief of the Englifh Eaft-india 
Company’s fadory at Gombroon, with William 
Nafh, Enfign Johnfton, Dyraoke Lyfter, Lieute-. 
nant George Eerabow, Lieutenant Richard Evans, 
and Richard Main waring, are lawfully exchanged 
for Monlieur d’Eftaing and they are at full li- 
berty to go where and to what places they pleafe, 
in confequence of which, Monfieur d’Eftaing, is un- 
der no other claufe than what is fpecified in the fixth 
article. 

' V. Though the prefent exchange of prifbners is 
an unnecefTary precaution in behalf of Monfieur 
d’Eftaing, yet all perfoiis mentioned in the prece- 
ding article are abfolutely free, but ftiould Mon-, 
fieur d’Eftaing have been already exchanged as he 
Undoubtedly is in that cafe, for the feven perfons 
already mentioned who now enjoy their liberty, 
a like number, and of equal ftation of his moft: 
Chriftian Majefty’s fubjeds, are to be releafed when- 
ever a carte! is made. ' 
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VI. Monfieur d’Eflaing, in order to fulfil Jrt 
the greateft exactitude the promife he mSe on! 
vernor Pigot, that he would not take ud m-m! 

foTSe'!? Coromandel coaLnly! 

? months, reckoning from 

the firft of May, one thoufand feven hundred and 
liity-nine . aefnes !t maybe inferred in the prefen r 
capirukmon, that' notwithftanding he is now ex- 
changed, yet he wiJ! keep the promife he made 
governor Pigor, or not taking up arras acrainft the 
Jinglifhon the Coromandel coaft only, for die foace 
of eighteen months, but he is at free liberty in all 

ocher places to take arms. ^ 

cha^ro-^ 5 f the re-pur- 

chaliug of Gombroon factory, it will be looked on 

as a part o. the prefent capitulation, the befiegers 

referving to tliemfelves the ■ liberty ncverthelefs to 

do therewith as they rnay think fit, Ihould no amee- 

iB€,nt be concluded with the befieged, ^ 

r of the exchange of Moo- 

lieurd lifting, and at his particular requetl to Mon- 
fieur Eiiars, Alexander Douglas, Efquire, chief 
of tne Englilli Eaft-lndia Company's fettlements of 
Gombroon, and all others mentioned in the fourth 
article, have liberty, and may carry away all their 
own effeCls^ of v/hat kind or fort foever, except- 

uSlikeTomr’ or 

Dated at Gombroon the fourteenth day of 
October at fix o’clock in the morning, and in 

the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and nrty nine. 

D« E/Tars '^ihxandcr Douglas, 

* , ^ ChaJjan. l^ajbt 

Rtcbard 'JobnJion. 

■ As. it mtift appear very extraordinary that the 
Count dEftaing fhouid chufe to have hjs name 
10 often mentioned in the capitulation, the impof- 

, fibility 











J75y. C O M B R O O N. jjy I'i' 

fibiiicy of ii’s having bad the intelligence he pre- 
tends to have received, will make it ftill mote '{'I 

iui-pri:dng : for it is a certain fad, that there had 
not been even an attempt made towards his exchange. ■: ^ v;- 

The parole he gave was in the iifual form not to 
ferve diredly or indirectly againft the Englifb, ‘ , 

during the prefent war, or till he fiiouid be regu- 
larly exchanged. 

On the twelfth, while the French were ftand- 
ing into the road, h/ioolah Alice Shaw' came to the J\,, 

taclt'ty, and gave the agent all imaginable affu- b , 

rancts of his aif(>rding him alliftance, and that if 
the French attempted to land, he would do what 
was in his power to prevent it t but when the agent l-V ’ 

fent to him in the morning, acquainting him, 'that d 

they were approacliing the fliore in order to land, 
inftead of performing his promife he remained qiii- 
et in his fort, and though about ten o’clock, he ' j>' 

was defired to fend a few rften to our affiftance, i'J . 

he abfoIuteIy_ refufed. ^The reafon he affigned 
for not fulfilling his offers was, that one of his 
flhps (then at anchor in the road) was in the pow- ; 

er of the French, and that if he affifted us with iob 

any men, they would carry her away. His fear 
and prefvnt interefl go-’erned him at that time, 
and loon after the French landed, he fent them i- 

fiich rcfrefijmcnts of greens and fruits as the feafon ;d' 

afforued, offei ing to fuppiy them with whatever was-in ■ 

his p<nver. _ 

I'lit. French during their ftay paid little regard 
to the articles of capitulation. On the 30th of 
October, at about twelve o’clock at night, they . ;i|- 
wenr_ 0J1 board^ their fliips, having firft fet fire to jI'; 

tlie fadpry They dug mines in feveral parts • 'i 

t!!,!reor, forac of which took efFedf ; they had like- ! 

wife fixed cornbuftibles to the beams of the apart- 3-'^' 

ments and warehoufes. The greateft part of the 
wall of the^ eafi fide of the fadiory was blown up, ,d. 
and the citling and floor, of the aoanments of 

y * the '.A.: 
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the weft fide were burnt. Moolah Alice Shaw’s 
people took away the beams, planks, and window- 
frames, and fet fire to all the doors and other 
wood-work, for the fake of the iron that was in 
them. 

Had Moolah Alice Shaw acted a bccorrhng part, 
many valuables might have been laved, after* the 
French evacuated the factory ; for they left uo- 
ward.s of thirty thoiifand maunds of copper, with 
'feveral other goods, which they could neither carry 
away nor deftroy ; but notwithftanding ail the ap- 
plications that were made to him, inft'ead of pla- 
cing people to prevent thefts, and fecure what 
remained, or even to extinguifli the fire, he gave 
the fadtory up to a general pillage ; and tn a 
vifit he made the agent, he had the affurance 
publick!^ to confefs, he believed there was not 
a man in the town bat had his , fit-are of plun- 
der. What with the copper, and other goods 
the French gave Moolah Allee Shaw before their 
departure, and the copper which he clandeftinely 
carried to Orraus, he was fuppofed to have got in 
the whole to the amount of fixty thoufand ronpees, 
(not reckoning the guns which the French left 
behind) and his whole gang of Arabs enriched 
themfelves proportionably. "As for fuch of the 
lower clafs of inhabitants as had got any booty 
of copper, Moolah Alice Shaw obliged them to fi ll 
it to him, at the rate of two roiipees ih.e inaund : 
but the Arabs had the precaution to fend their plun- 
der to their different habitations. 

The French and Moolah Allee Shaw, entered 
into articles of alliance, wherein it was agreed that 
there ihould be an eyerlafting friendfliip between 
them, that his ports and velfels fiiould be fectire, 
and that whofoever were Moolah Allee Shaw’s 
enemies, fhould hkewife be enemies of ’the French 
nation. The writing given by them was in the 
French language, figned by Monf. D'Eftaing, the 

counter- 
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counterpart given by Moolah Alice Shaw was in tlup 
Ferfmn language. 


[ 1757 ,] T T has already been related by what means 
J__ the Revolution at Delii was brought about 
in the year * 1754- 

In the beginning of. the year 1757, Ahmed 
Abdalla, the Pattan Chief, marched to Delii, 
and took Aliura Geer, and all the Omrahs pri- 
foners. 

After having kept poffeffion of the capital for 
forae time, he at length on the fixth 6f June, 
fent for the Mogul to his tent, where he 
received him with great honour, and replaced him 
on the throne, having hrft fecured to himfelf ajs 
large a treafure as could be expected from the 
low ftate of the finances of the Empire. He then 
proceeded to Agra, and fetzing the revenues of 
that dillridt, marched to Lahore, from whence he 
ilTued his orders to ail the neighbouring NabobSj- 
and Rajas, that they fhould acknowledge them- 
felves in fubjedtion to his fon Tirnur, whom he 
then proclaimed King of Lahore.' Having thus 
invefted his fon with the dominion qf a Country 
from whence he propofed that he fltould alio ili- 
perintend tlie affairs of Indoftan,- he returned to 
his own Country, recommending to Timur to treat 
the Mogul with continued marks of regard and 
fritndfhip. 

Shaw Abadin Cawn, the fon .of Gauzedy Cawny 
and confequently the true Vice-Roy of the Deckany 
chofe rather to fuffer his right to be ufurped by 
SalabatziiTg than relinquifn the office of Vizier, 



which gave him io great an afcendency over the 
Mogul, and confequently an unbounded power in 
the Ernpire. But as all power is precarious, the 
Ions of the Emperor became daily more formida- 
ble to the Vizier, and created him continual trou- 
ble and jeabufy. ' At length about the end of the 
year 1759, to free hirafelf from all folicitiide of 
that kind, he refolved on the murder of his ma- 
fter, in order that he might place in his ftead a 
more inconfsderable reprefen tative of the Royal 
Farai-y, who (hould be lefs refpedable in hira- 
leif, and nor fo formidable by the fupport of his 
children or other relations. As thefe were the 
great obflacles to the ambition of the Vizier, they 
were no lefs fo to the execution of his prefent de- 
fign ; therefore to remove them from the capital, 
he propofed^ a hunting-match, and took with him 
the fons of the Mogul, and the greateft part of 
Ills friends to a great diftance from Delli. The 
next difficulty was to overcome the fufpicions of 
the Mogul, and the fupejitidous principles of the 
Moors, who though they are ready to execute any 
kind of villainy, can never be brought to mur- 
der their Sovereign in the fandtuary of his own 
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by their perfuafions, prevailed on to go out and 
meet this holy perfon, whom he had long espreft a 
defire to fee. He had not advanced many fteps in 
the garden, v/hen too Moors in the habit of Fakeers, 
came fuddenly behind li^m, put a noofe about his 
neck, and then dabbed him with fpears till he died 
on tlie (pot. 

As foon as tlie Vizier was informed of the death 
of his mafter, he immediately confined his fons, and 
all the friends of Allum Geer, who were then with 
him, and placing on tlie throne one of the Royal 
Family, whom he thought the moft convenient for 
his purpofes, went himlelf directly to join an array 
of Marattas, who were waiting for him about thirty 
miles from Delli. 

it was not long before* the Pattans, equally dif- 
pleafed with the Vizier for his condudl, and the Ma- 
rartas for interfering in the government of D^lli, 
marched a confiderabie force againft them, 'and corn- 
ing up with them at a place called Paniput, near a 
hundred miles from Delli, they killed the Maratta 
General, and put the army to flight, which retreated 
till they were joined by another body of their own 
troops. They were purfued by the Pattans, and 
routed again in another engagement, 

Ahamed Abdalla then entered Delli, and placed 
his fon Timur upon the throne ; and orders were 
ilTued out to all the Rajas and Governors in the 
neighbourhood, to exert their utmoft endeavours to 
prevent the Marattas from approaching the city. 


[1759.] j^TOtwithftanding the attention of the rea- 
der has been long fufpended from the 
Coaft of Coronaandel, the principal objedl of this 
work 5 it is expedient here to give an account of the 
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;bgagement at fea in 1759, and here conclude the 
iSTaval Operations. This will afford an opportunity 
pf purfuing afterwards the affairs of the Coaft with- 
out interruption, ^s far as they can be afcertained by 
the lateft accounts. ^ 

Vice Admiral Pocock having refitted his fquadrori 
fit Bombay^ and made it ready for the lea by the 
feventh of April, -1759, failed on that day for the 
Coaft of Coromandel, ufing his iitmoft endeavours 
to get round Ceylon before the Pkench fleet, which 
were expefted foon to fail frpm the Iflands of Mau- 
ritius and Bourbon. 

Having gained this neceffary point, he continued 
hi the proper ftations to intercept the Enemy, or 
proted pur own trade, tiU the third of Aiiguft, and 
then, as the feafon advanced, proceeded to cruize 
off Ponflichery, in hourly expedation of the Enemy. 
The wholg month being paft without any advice of 
the French Iquadron, which had fo long been expec- 
ted, provifions and water grew fliort, and the Ad- 
miral was obliged while he continued tp cruize' for 
the Enemy, to proceed to Ttincomalay the jfirft or 
September to water the fliips, as he fonnd it very 
difficult to water them at Negapatam. He had dif- 
patched the Company’s frigate Revenge a few days 
before, with orders to proceed off Ceylon, and locdt 
put for the Enemy. The fecond, at ten in the fore- 
noon, they faw from the maft-head fifteen fail in the 
S. E. quarter, ftanding to the N. E. which proved tu 
be the Enemy’s fleet, and foori after perceived the 
Revenge chaced by one of their frigates, which fired 
feveral ftiot at her*. Upon this the Admiral made 
the fignal for a general chace, and Rood towards 
them with all the fail he could make, which obliged 
tire Enemy’s frigate to give oyer , chace, and rejoin 
her own fquadron. The abatement of the wind 
prevented our getting, near them when the day do- 
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Xbe French line confifted of eleven fail of large 
fhios. Le Zodiaque, M. D’A-che, Lieutenant-Ge- 
neraV feventy-four guns, and fix hundred' and fixty 
men.” The Minotaur, M. L’Aguille, Chef D’Efca- 
dre, feventy-four guns, fix hundred, and. fixty men. 
Le Comte de Provence, M. La Chaife, feventy-four 
<Tuns, fix hundred and fixty men. Le Centaur, M. 
Survive, leventy guns, fix hundred and fixty men. 
L’AAif M. Beaucliaine, L’llluftre, A1 De Ruis, 
and La Fortune, M. Lobry, all of fixty four guns, 
and fix hundred men. Le Vengeur, M. Palliere, 
fixty-four guns, and five hundred men. ^ Le Due 
D’Orleans, M. Surville le Cadet, Le St. Louis, M. 
Johannes, Le Due de Bourgogne, Benvet, all of 
lixty guns, and five liundred men. They had two 
frigates, and wo ftore-fliips. 

This extraordinary force, like which none had ever 
yet been feen in the Indian Teas, was chafed, invited, 
and in vain provoked to fight, by a much inferior 
ftrencfth ; for the Englifh Iqimdron were no more, 
than nine fhips of the line, of which two were only 
fifty-gun flrips, and the iargeft carried no more than 
fixtv-eight guns. They were the' Yarmouth, Vice- 
Admirat Pocock, Captain Harrifon, fixty-fix guns, 
five hundred and forty men. The Grafton, Rear- 
Admiral Stevens, Captain Kempenfeit, fixty-eight 
guns, five hundred and thirty eight men. The 
Elizabeth, Captain Tiddeman, fixty-four guns, four 
hundred and eighty men. The Tyger, Captain 
Brereton, the Sunderland, Honourable Captain Col- 
ville, the Weymouth, Sir William Baird, Baronet 
all of fixty guns, four hundred and twenty men. 
The * Cumberland, Captain Somerfet, fifty-eight 
guns, five hundred and twenty men. The New- 
caftie, Captain Michie, and the Salifbury, Captain 
Dent, each of fifty guns, three hundred and fifty 

* The Cumbeilassd being weak and difabled was reduced fra,m 

eegunstos^- 


men. 
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men. There were alfo three frigates anH -i 
From hence wil! appear, the difproportion of the two 
Iquadrons, wbsch was fo great that the French had a 
iuperionty of one hundred and ninety two euL l! 
TOO tlioufand, three hundred and fixty Ive 
behdes the great advantage in the Jze of theh S 
NoTOithftandmg lo apparent an inequaii y fe 
French endeavoured by taking the opporm.iityVf the 
duft and fainng off of the wind ‘ to ftS a * 
nndifcovercd, but u-ete fruilratcd in this deLfS 
the Revenge, who having orders to make fail Uj the 

at nyit, rnade a fignaj tor dilcovering the enmiv 
and men the vyhole fleet bore down tovt^ards than 
About one in tne _ morning of the third, a heavv 
Squall coming on, which continued till three obliged 
us to bring to, and clew up our itZ. 

light saw the Enemy’s fleet bearing N. E by N 

ma'de th" VZtf" .The^Adm Att 

Po|it Ppdro'"on the Illan1l‘^5‘ceylon\?ari!ig ml 

atout’w''N‘‘w ‘a "'“h!l'‘.wind 

doout w. N. vv. A Jltdc- alter nine, the Admi-fl 

made the iignai for the line of battle a-breaft and 
flood for the center of the Enemy’s fleer which Zt 
under-way. and appealed ro goVolJ, the S bV 
which means we altered their bearings m-eatk th 

t>y noon they bore S. E by E dS I 

mi]e‘? - Thfw'^ urinoi i • outani iix or leven 

mikb. 1 he w md, decreafing qs the day advanced 

we were not able to form our line till niar Sun-fet’ 

mvIlTh 7 andNewcaftle iTilfn. 

cmid. ’ ^ could 

nsarivTbLf*nf7i fquadron being 

to the witld on fhp ‘^cuiy, they wore and came 

ScH ^'’*ch our Ihips 

!;u, kh m fear flrft, and fleered with the Enemy’s 

iqua- 
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fquadron. We were now about four miles diftant 
with very little wind, had Icarcely fteerage-way, and 
continued fo till near ten, v/hen a frelh breeze fprung 
np from the S. S. W. on which we hauled clofe to 
the wind under our topfails, and formed the line 
a-head. This fhifr of wind, brought the Enemy a- 
ftern, and a little upon the weather quarter of our 
line, but loon after, it proving hazy, we loft fight of 
them. It is remarkable they made no fignal in this 
or the preceding night, either with guns or lights. 
Tire Revenge was fent to look out a-ftern, but not 
being able to difcover them, was ordered to keep a- 
head, v/ith better fuccefs ; for about eight next morn- 
ing, the Revenge made the fignal for feeing four 
fail to the N. E. , A general chace \yas begun by the 
whole fquadron, and continued till near two in the 
afternoon, at which time feeing no more than two 
ihips, and finding he could not come up with thofe, 
the Admiral made the fignal for the Revenge to 
come into the fquadron, then ftood to the north- 
ward, and made all the fail he cjald to get off Ron- 
dichery, juftly concluding the French fquadrop was 
bound thither. 

The Admiral arrived off Pondicliery on the eighth 
.early in the morning and faw no fhips in the road, 
but at one o’clock in the afternoon difcovered the 
enemy to the S. E. and by three, counted thirteen 
fail, he was then {landing to the fouthward with 
the Tea breeze, and to prevent their paffing him kept 
a good look out the following night. At half an 
hour pad fix in the morning of the ninth, he faw 
part of the Enemy’s fquadron to the S. W. and by 
nine counted fixteen fail. At two in the afternoon, 
the wind fpringing up, the Admiral made' the fignal 
for a general chace, and at four, the Enemy appear- 
ed to be formed in a line of battle a-breaft, and 
fteered right down upon him. • The Revenge was 
ordered to keep (during the night) between our 
fquadron and the Enemy, to obferve their motions. 

The 
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The tenth, at fix in the morning, the body of the 
French fquadron bore S. E. by S. diftant eic^ht or 
nine miles, and was formed in a line of battle aTead 
on the ftarboard tack. , We continued bearing down 
on them in a line, of battle a-breaft, with the wind 
about N. W. by W. At ten the Enemy wore and 
formed the line a-head upon the larboard rack. At 
eleven we did the fame, and kept edging down un- 
on them. At two in the afternoon, the Yarmoutii 
being nearly a-breaft of the French Admiral’s fecond 
in the rear, and within mufquet Jliot, M. D’Ache 
made the fignal for battle. The Admiral immedi- 
ately did the fame, on which both fquadrons began 
to cannonade each other with great fury, and tou- 
tinued hotly engaged till four, when the Enemy’s 
rear, and foon after their center, began to give way ; 
the Sunderland having got up forae time before, and 
engaged their ftera-rooft fhip. Their van made fail, 
ftood on, and with their whole fquadron bore away, 
and fleered to the S. S. E. with all the fail they could 
make. 

As four of our ftiips in the Van had fuftained a 
hot fire from fix of the Enemy’s iargeft fhips during 
two hours : after ,fo great a difadvantage, we were 
in no condition to purfue ; for the Tyger having her 
mizen-maft and maintop-maft jfhot away, appeared 
in other refpeas to be greatly difabled ; The New- 
caftie was much damaged in her mafts, yards, and 
’ and the Cumlierland and -Salifbury in the 
rear, were not in a condition to make fail The 
Yarmouth had her foretop-fail-yard fhot away in die 
flings ; and the Grafton and Elizabeth were greatly 
difabled in , their mafts,, yards, and riggins;. The 
Weymouth and Sunderland, the only fhips that had 
tiot fuftered, could not get properiv into acl ion, as 
M. D’Ache began to engage before tiiey could clofe, 
and by that means thofe two were .precluded from 
their fliare in, the engagemenr, fo chat only feven 
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fleet till near the condulion, and then only_ eight. . 

’ The Enemy continued retreating to the fouthward 
till "dark, at which time the Admiral, ordering the 
Revenue, as ufua!, to keep between him and the 
EnerhiT, lay to, with the fquadron, on the larboard- 
tack i"in order for the difabled (hips to repair their 
damages. At dav-light in the morning, we faw the 
Enemy to the S. S. E. lying to alfo on the larboard- 
tack about four leagues diftant ; the wind being 
about weft. The Enemy upon feeing our 
immediately wore i ' ‘ 


fquadron, 

_ and brought to bn the other tack, 

and continue^ fo till the evening, when their dift'ance 
was fo much increafed that we could fcarcely dif- 
cern them' from the main-top. At this time the 
wind coining to the eaftward, the Admiral wore and 
ftood under an eafy fail to the N. "W. the Sunder- 
land having the Newcaftle in toW' the Weymouth 
the Tyger, and the Elizabeth the Cumberland. 

The French having received lefs damage in their 
rigging (though they were very much fhattered in 
their hulls, and fuffered a lofs of near fifteen hun- -f- 
dred men killed and wounded) w-ere enabled now to 
gain the only point they feemed to be felicitous of 
obtaining. They failed direftly for Pondichery, and 
landed four hundred European fearaen, (for they 
brought no troops) two hundred Cofrrees, about wo 
or three lack of roupees, and the diamonds which 
they found in the Grantham Indiaman, for that (hip 
had been taken by the French near the Cape, in her 
paffage home. The value of the diamonds might 
be about two lack more. 

Our lofs was very confiderable-, though greatly 
inferior to that of the Enemy. We had one hun- 
dred and eighteen men llain in aftion, and fixty-fis 
died of their wounds. Befides thefe, a hundred and 
twenty-two were dangeroufly wounded, and two 
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dred and fixty nine men. Amonsrft the flain 
Captain Michie, who commanded the Newcaftle 
Captain Gore of the Marines, and Lieutenant Red- 
fhaw, both of tne Newcaftle. Lieutenant Eiiior 
the Gunner of the Tyger, the Mafter of the Yar 
mouth, and Boatfwain of the Llizahetli. Crptiin 
boraerfet, _ who commanded the Cumberland,* was 
v/ounded in one of his ankles, ar4d Captain Bi.irtr«n 
recavred a contufion on his head. All the ofiicers 
and leamen in general ' ’ 
bravery and fpirir durir.j 
gour and conftancy of i 
to retreat, notwithftandi 
- The Admiral having loft all hopes of 
engagement, on the fifteenth flood int* 

Negapatara. There he anchored and 
repairing his damages, and r 
till the twenty-fixth, when ha 

Its good condition for fervice (:.. 

he weighed and ftood to the northward.' He 
joined by the Revenge, which he had font with dif- 
patches to Madrafs, who' brought him fixty-three 
men belonging to the Bridgewater and Triton, who 
were taken in Fort St. David, and had been ex- 
changed at Pogdichery. Thefe he ordered on 
board the lyger and Newcaftle, as thofe were the 
imps which had loft the greateft number of men in 
the late ei^agement 

By this frigate the Governor and Council lent a 
letter to the Admiral, of which the foliowino- is an 
extracV. ® 

SIR, 

HE Revenge anchored here in the night of 
J, the fourteenth inftant, and the next morniiis 
we received the honour of your letters, dated the 
eighth and twelfth inftant, containing advice of your 
diicovenng the enemy’s fleet on the fecond, and 
after much fatigue, bringing them to aaion the tenth. 

, ' The 


u«_u<tvcu wiin tne greateft 
g the adion, and by the vi- 
their fire obliged the Enemy 
ing their great ftiperiority. 

renewing the 
3 the road of 
continued 
'efitting the fquadron 
.ving put the ihipsirn 
(as the rime permitted) 
was 
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rhe warm fire you fuflained for two hours with 
even fbips againft eleven, and obliging them at laft 
0 make their retreat, will do immortal honour to 
joii and Mr. Stevens, and all the brave officers who 
aave the happinefs to ferve under you and we feel 
much for the commanders of the Weymouth and 
Sunderland, who were depiived by the nature of the 
enemy’s difpofition, from coming in for an equal 
fhare”of the glory of the day. We look upon this 
a.s the laft effort of the enemy, and well might they 
be aft of their inperiority ; but the check they have 
met will fhew them that they are difappointed of the 
mighty effeds they expeded from this armament. 

It IS fortunate that you found means to force them 
CO an engagement before they reached Pondichery, 
as the troops they may have brought for landing, 
have, no doubt, had a fliare in the lofs. _ As yet we 
have not heard of their arrival at Pondichery, but 
vve fuppofe them there by this time, as the winds 
have been ftrong foutherly. After they have landed 
their troops and ftores, no great advantage can be 
hoped by engaging them again, and we would rather 
take the liberty to recommend the waiting until 
joined by the reinforcement espeded from England, 
■&?A. ■£s’f.v ^ ■■ : ■ 

: Fori St- George, 

' iSSeFt. 17 S9- 

The French by their having been fome time at 
Pondichery, rniift have had it in their power to 
come out from thence well prepared for adion ; but 
the Admiral, as he was obliged to pafs them in his 
way from Negapatam to Madrafs, judged that his 
doing it in the night would be liable to mifinterpre- 
tation, and that it would certainly give the enemy 
reafon to conclude, that we had fuffered fo much in 
the late adion as to be dcfirous of avoiding another 
engagement •, therefore he determined not to pafs 
the enemy’s port without looking into it by day-light. 
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The twenty-ieventh at day-break our fleet 
got clofe .n »,th Pondicherj road, where the French 
iquadron was lying at anchor In a line of Sc 
1 he fquadron was not in a condition to xvnupi 
the fire of teh the Ihips and fort aSS. SSe 
the Admiral drew into a line of battle a-head upon 
the ftarboard tack, and was then very near wkhiS 
random fliot of their neareft flrip. The wind be " 
ofi ftore, and _about W. S. W. our fnins lay w i b 
their mam-top-la, Is to the mail, juft keeping. I p". 
pei fteerage-way for the line to continue well form 
ed. \\ h,le our ftips continued in this fituadon, the 
trench Admiral made the fignal at fix o’clock to 
heave a peak, and an hour after to weigh, and b- 
the time all their fquadron,. which confifted of ekven 
4?dof the line, and two frigates, was under fail it 
^ at which time, asf the wind 

was off fliore, our fiiips were confequentlv driven to 
leeward of them, and lying as before-mentione? 
expeding^they would bear down diredly and engage ’ 

keep dole to the wind, and alfo to make fail, and 
ftretched away to the fouthward in a line of battle 
a-bead, by which manoeuvre they increafed their 
diftance from about random fhot at dav-liaht to 
near four leagues to windward at fun-fer. 'Had thev 
cut or flipped their cables on firft difeoverino- iis 
we muft have come to adion by feven o’clock,^ and 
after they got under fail, had they bore directly 
down, we might have been clofe along fide by elc- 

The Admiral was now convinced that the Inemv 
had no incimation to come to a fecond adion • and 
as their whole condud manifefted an intention to -e; 
oft and make good their retreat to the Iflands ‘‘he 
confulted the Rear-Admiral and Captains on their 
prefent fituation, and the probable confequence of a 
further purfmt. They all agreed in opinion that 
the French oflicers being refolved to fatisfy themfelves 
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se x’crv trifling fervice they had done the Com- 
jy Healing in" thofe infnfficient ftipplies to Pon- 
were now determined to avoid any farther 
;ment ; and that if we purfued with any view 
ning up with them, they would lead our fliat- 
fquldron quite to their iflands. But befides, 
ae condition of our fhips would not permit us 
ow them at all to the fouthward, upon ib 
there was a more cogent 
to Madrais, for at 


little profpedt of fervice, 
reafon for" their immediate return 
flnic time there was not above two days bread on 
board the fquadron, and but very little water. 

It was expedient to repair to that port as foon as ■ 
pollible, in order to get a fupply of proviftons and 
water, for the voyage to Bombay, before the change 
of the * Monfoon, which was near at hand, at v/hich 
feafon it is dangerous to remain on the coaft. There- 
fore the whole fquadron anchored in Madrafs road 
on the twenty-eighth, and fuch expedition was ufed ia 
vidualling the (hips, and adminiftring to the reco- 
very of the fick and wounded, that they were ena- 
bled to fail again the feventeenth of Odober ■, and 
the next day they met Rear-Admiral Cornifh with 
four flflps of the line, and the Ajax, Stormont, and 
Houghton Indiamen, on board of which was Colonel 
Coote with the gresteft part of his battalion. 

*• On the Coaft of Coromandel the wind changes from South to_ 
North-Eaft moft commonly between the fifteenth and thirtieth of 
Oftober. It is beft to leave the Coaft between the fifteenth and 
twentieth, but it is full late to ftay till tbe end ot the montn. in 
order to effeft fome very important fervice, it may be not altogether 
imprudent to rifciue the wintering a fleet in thefe feas, becaufe ia In- 
dia, as in all other places, (bme winters are more, and fome lefs 
rempeftuous than others. In 1741 M. de la Bourdonnais remained 
on the Coaft without any danger till the twenty-fecond of Odlober, 
but in 1 746 he was furprifed with a ttorm, which funk and damaged 
his whole fijuadron. In 1747? nnd 1748, the Engliih fleets kept 



deven men and an officer from each 
own people were over farisued by be 
fantly to the pump ; and notwithflan 
piy of frelh rnen, and their having thrc 
dnrty of thesr. guns, at the end"" of 
ioimd the water Itiil gain upon them, an( 
again to make the fagnal of diftrcfs. I 
iidmiral ordered ail the boats in the flee^ 
bahfbury to lave the crew, in cafe of tl 
dcring ; and fent Adrniral Cornifh and 
iiion on board, to examine into her fi 
he would too haftily take the peopk 
rhey immediately ordered frefit men t 
beginning with their own barge-crews 

means they foon cleared her, and bv t 
thrummeddail put under her bottom wffif 
pai leak was, they made it praftica 
her free »,h helf her pumps ; snd , 
her to be no longer in danger, the\ 

their own ftips, and the Salilbirrv madJ 
morning. 

a/ ^-^ 1 defirous of fe 

Admiral Cornifii to the Coaif of Corom; 

permit, difpatche 
the Lenox, jDufce of Aquitain, York 
Weymouth and Sunderland, for tht 
Which was the general rendezvous. The 


nding 


coming 
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coming exceeding fine, and the Monfoon appearing 
to be fet in, the Admiral fuffered every fliip to make 
the belt of her way for the intended port,; knowing 
that a Angle fhip will always make a fpeedier pafTage 
than a fleer, and as they arrived they might begTn 
to take in their water, and put their fick on Ihwe. 
The tv/ehtieth of November the Yarmouth arrived 
at Telichery, as did the Elizabeth and York, and 
by the thi'rty-firft the whole fquadron came in. 

That no tj.me might be lofl: for refitting the fliipsat 
Bombay, and preparing them for their return to 
the coaft of Coromandel, the Admiral gave orders 
to Rear-Admiral Stevens on the tw'enty-fixth, to 
proceed direftly for Bombay, with the Grafton^ 
Elizabeth, Tyger,- and Salifbury, and followed him., 
felf the twenty-ninth, leaving orders with Admiral 
Cornifli to fail with the fix ffiips under his com- 
mand to the Coafl: of Coromandel on the fifteenth of 
December, as it was to be hoped the feafon would 
then be favourable, and the ficfc and wounded 
recovered. 

Adrhiral Pocock bad received orders to return to 
England, neyertheleis upon the news of frefh; 

Bengal, he determined to remairi 
with the Yarmouth Ibrae time longer, and- adled in 
purfuance of this refolution, till fuch time as advice 
was received of the entire re-eftablifiiment of the 
affairs of Bengal, and the fignal victory obtained 
over the brench on the Coaft of Coromandel 

Li 760.] Upon io happy a turn in the affairs of the 
company, _ the Admiral thought it now advifeable to' 
y nnpiy with the orders for his return, efpecially as he 
I'l.ui toe iatisiadion to fee the command devolve on- 
■h) brave and experienced an officer as Rear-Admiral 
.^revens, whole worth had been proved by’ his be- 
haviour 10 the three engagements, as well as by the 
conftant harmony which had always fubfifted betL^n' 
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The Admiral had himielf received from the three 
Prefidencies the ftrongeft expreflions of their fenfe 
of the zeal which he had at all times fhewn, and the 
adual fervices- which he had fo often performed 
for the benefit of the Eaft-India Company, and the 
honour of the Britifii flag. Having at lcn«^th re- 
fumed his intefition of returning to Europe, *^he dif- 
patched Rear-Admiral Stevens for the coafl: of Coro- 
mandel on the twenty-firft of March, with the 
Grafton, Elizabeth, Tyger, and Ncwcafile, and 
failed himfelf the feventh of April in the Yarmouth 
leaving at Bombay the Salifoury which had had a’ 
thorough repair, and was then almofl ready to fail, 
and the Cumberland, which was to be taken into the 
dock the firft high tide. 

Admiral Pocock anchored at Anjengo the feven- 
teenth of April, and failed from thence the twenty- 
firft. He there received a letter from Admiral 
Stevens, dated the eleventh, on which day he. failed 
from that port, acquainting him with his proceed- 
ings, and that he had retaken three fmali Englifh 
vedels off the Vingorla Rocks, from the Malwans, a 
fet of pjrates who had taken them bat a few hours 
before. There had been no account of the French 
fquadron fince the time of their departure from Pon- 
dichery on the fecond of Odober, 1759. 

_ On the eighteenth of June, Admiral Pocock ar- 
rived at St. Helena, where he found the Colchefter 
and Rippon waiting to convoy feventeen of the 
Company’s fhips, three of which were of extraordinary 
gieat value, having on board a large quantity of rich 
goods and diamonds from Bengal. For the le- 
cuiity or fo confiderable an objedt, the Admiral thought 
proper to delay his voyage till the feventh of July, 
on which day the whole fleet being ready to fail, he 
took them under his command and anchored in 
the Downs the twenty-fecond of September, with 
me richefl convoy that ever arrived at one time in 
England. 
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[<759-] T^HE China {hips being arrived at Ma- 
drafs with three hundred of Colonel 
Conte’s battalion, in the beginning of September, 
Major Brereton, now Commander in chief, beino' 
very fangiiine for aftion upon the ftrength of this 
reinforcement, prevailed on the Governor and 
Council, though with difficulty, to confent to an 
attempt upon Wandewafh. Both armies had lain 
ibrne time inactive ; the French in Gingee, Wande- 
walh, Arcot and Chitteput, and our troops at Con- 
jeverara. At Wandewafh was a patty of four or five 
hundred French, which Colonel Brereton, by a fud- 
den march, propofed to fhut up or drive from 
thence, and then take the place before the enemy 
could colledl their force. Every thing was to be 
ready with great fecrecy by the tenth, and all ne- 
cellaries were accordingly prepared. The rains 
which fei! about this time caufed a delay till the fix- 
teenth, when the news arriving of the engagement 
between the fleets, the Governor and Council wrote 
to Major Brereton, that they thought it would be 
better to make no motion till it was certain whether 
the enemy had received any reinforcements. 

Major Brereton being unwilling to be with-held 
fiCirn a favourite projeft, by a fuppofition, to which 
lie did not give any weight, marched and took Tri- 
viiore the twenty fixtb, where he made prifbners 
one Captain and twenty-two men of theLorrain Re- 
oirnent, and eight Huffars. He then proceeded to 
\Vandewafii, and endeavoured, but in vain, to draw 
the enemy to an action out of the Pettah, (the town 
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or village belonging to and commonly furrounding 
every Indian fort.) The French having fomeintelli- 
gence of oiir preparations, by the delay from the 
tenth to the twenty-fifth, difcovered our intentions 
and had made themfelves almoft equal to our force’ 
which was far fhort of feventeen hundred men, the 
number that had been at firft propofed. Major 
Brereton gave out orders for an attack to be made 
upon Wandewafh-Pettah at three o’clock in the 
morning of the firft of October, by Majors Monfon 
and Caillaud, with trv'e hundred men at one end 
of it, and Major Gordon, with two hundred men 
between the fort and Pettah. Major Monfon meet- 
ing with little refiftiince, entered without lofs, and 
fuon alter Major Gordon attacked, but received fo 
warm a fire from the fort and the Pettah, that his 
party broke, and only twenty men got in with him : 
however he joined Major Monfon, and they advanced 
to the head of the Pettah, having driven the enemy 
quite out of it. But as our people were expofed to 
a great fire, and every ftreet was enfiladed from the 
tort they retreated towards the center of the Pettah, 
and there took poft, detaching fome pickets in the 
ftreet to the riglit and left, which was all that could 
be done till day-light. 

The French having made a difpofition for that 
purpofe, at day-break attacked our parties on all fides, 
who after near two hours warm difpute, were 
obliged to abandon the Pettah, (leaving four guns be- 
hind them) with the lois oi two hundred and two 
. men in the aClion and retreat. The enemy fuffered 
no lefs in point of numbers, but we had a moft 
etiential difadvantage in the lofs of eleven officers of 
approved worth and bravery. The army was ftill 
m a condition to have undertaken forneihinff of con- 
fequence, but the advanced feafon, the fcarcity of 
provilions, and the dilcouragementof an unfuccefeful 
attack, were realbns that juftly determined them to 
go into cantonment at Conjeveram. 

la 
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In the neighbourhood of Trichinopoly, near Eila- 
vanafore, is a ftrong place called Tagada, held by 
Kiftnarauze, anally to the Nabob, .who had been 
very troublefome to the French, and frequently, 
with the afliftance of the garrifon of Trichinopoly, 
beat fcveral of their parties. His little fort was by 
fituation almoft impregnable, but wanted ammunition 
to hold out againft fuch a force as the French were 
now refolved to fend againft it. 

Captain Smith apprized of their deOgns, and 
having intelligence that a confiderable party of the 
enemy were actually marching againft it, confilHng 
of one hundred European Infantry, forty Huffars, 
five hundred Black Horfe, fourteen hundred Sepoys 
and matchlocks, and five pieces of cannon. Cap- 
tain Smith had the precaution to throw into the place 
three companies of Sepoys, under the command of 
Serjeant-Major Hunterman. Afterwards he detached 
Lieutenant Raillard with forty European.a, fix com- 
panies of Sepoys, three fmall guns, and a large fup- 
ply of ammunition, with orders to proceed within a 
night’s march of Tadaga, and then to forward the 
ammunition with one company of Sepoys ; and from 
the particular fituation ol Tagada, he had great 
hopes of throwing in this fnpply with fafety. Be- 
fore the party reached Volconda, the Nabob’s 
horfe, in number one thoufand, marched and joined 
them. 

The Enemy having coilefled all their forces, 
made four fevera! attacks on the town of Tagada. 
They brought two guns to each gate, and ordered 
two parties to efcalade the walls. The attack con- 
tinued a confiderable time, till at length a party 
forced a paffage at one of the gates, and brought 
four guns into the town, fo timt it was with great diffi- 
culty the garrifon could gain the rock, where there were 
fome provifions, ammunition, and water. They 
fent word to Lieutenant 'Raillard that they would 
hold out till he came to their relief, which they de- 
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fired he would do as fpeediiy as poffible, as th-v Ird 
oft nar one third of their people in ,he ii it” 
^ck. The Enemy fufFered much more, having tliirtv 
Europeans, and two hundred Sepoys kill^ and 
wounded. Kiftnarauze, with all his Horfe, and fome 
Sepoys, marched in the night from Tagada, and the 
next day joined Lieut. Raillard, bv whofe advice k 
was determined the next morning earlv to attemrit 
tlie relief pLTagada. They marched accordingly 
till they came within two^ miles of the fort, wh^re’ 
upon the appearance of the enemy, they halted and 
began to cannonade. This gave time to the French 
to bring up their artillery. Upon the firft di/bhaiH-^e 
ot the field-pieces, the Nabob’s Horfe fl.ed with the 
utmoft precipitation, nor could all the entreaties of 
Lieutenant _ Raillard and Kiftnarauze bring them 
back. This happened before the Enemy’s Tnfantrv 
appeared. Soon after our Sepoys feeing themfelves 
abandoned by the horfe, took a panme and fled 
iikewife. About two hundred, chiefly Officers, re- 
inamed with the Europeans and Topafles, who guard- 
cd the gunsj and were endeavouring to make c'oo<| 
then- retreat to a village about a mile in tiieir rrar'-' 
thefe being in fome diforder, were hard pufned bv 
the Enemy’s European Cavalry and fome Infantry, who 
having taken _po{reffion of the guns, cur whole 
pany was enprely routed, the Europeans and I'o- 
palies either killed or taken priibners. Many of the 
oepoys cut to pieces, and almoft all dhkrmed. 'Licute- 
pant liaillard, who was on horleback diirinp' the en- 
gagement, efcaped being made prifoner, bu° did not 
long furviye the difgrace of his defeat, for it made 
luch an impreffion on him as doiibtlefs produced 
his unfortunate end. Having no cartridges to load 
his arms for his fatal defign, he bruifedliimfelf ib 
much with repeated ftrokes on the breaft and head 
with his piftols, that he fell off his horfe and expired 

tbefeeneof aaion.' As he 
was found therp with no other marks of violence: k 
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The mircarriage of this brave man was owing to 
his impatience at the cowardice of the Nabob’s 
horfe ; for as foon as they broke, he left his own 
troops, who were in need of his prefence and might 
hat'e profited by it, and rode among the broken 
cavalry, vainly attempting to rally th'ofe who were 
alike infenfible to his exhortations or reproaches. 
Soon after Serjeant Hunterman furrendered the Fort 
of Tagada upon honourable terms. 

The French to make a diverfion to the fouthward, 
and alfo to have at hand a fufficient force to fur- 
prize Trichinopoly upon the firft favourable occafion, 
marched a large body of men towards Seringam. 
An advanced party of tliem were difcovered from 
the Golden Rock, near Trichinopoly, and a fally was 
made from that garrifon with fome Europeans, Se- 
poys, and the Nabob’s horfe, who came upon them in 
the night and took one officer, thirty Europeans, 
forty CofFrees, and , Sepoys, and killed or difperfed 
the remainder of the corps, taking, alfo their arms, 
baggage and ammunition, with two field-pieces. 
The main body of the French army, conftfting of 
above a thoufand Europeans, continuing their march 
to Seringam, attacked and carried it, there .being 
only two companies of Sepoys to defend it. As this 
fraali body made a gallant refiftance, the French, in 
refen tment, raoft Ihamefully turned them out of the 
place, and then fent their horfe after them to cut 
and mangle them, and fired grape (hot on fome that 
were then got to the Glacis, by which means above 
a hundred were killed. The French left two hun- 
dred Europeans at Seringam, and returned with the 
reft to join their army, *fince which, one of their 
convoys going to Seringam was furprized by Captain 
Smith" who commanded at Trichinopoly. 

On advice of an elcort being at Ut'atore, Captain 
Smith detached a party of fifty. Europeans and fome 

Z 4 ' ' Sepoys, 
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Sepoys to intercept it. The Frenr^i, , 

gual force from Seringam for the 

.pnvoy. Captain Smith, as fooi/as he foi 

had weakened their force at th/p. J 

-ith the remainder of h i ga" SSm ^ « 

As he received a wound" ^ Ae .rrnnrtrif'j- 

.other confequence chan that of Sfn’v h ? 

raS\t“t“;'„u^r7„r^“ 

thirty Grenadiers, and difarmil three' hunted' s’ 

.he“ng‘otTjfo'^"„Sg!"'- «ffifence of 

pofts, and interrupted the mn* J^^ook levera! 

Ism, till at leng h M lXThi:r'”r“’®'™- 

fisnger, reinforeJd it w th fL. “f ?"= P'”' ” 
hundred European infanny ‘wo 

0fUuel“taU'„n'‘''‘ "’“1''"“ '“■'“'“‘i 

China fhips in September arifTr^ *^y the 

felf with ‘the reSer ’ ? 1 ' '““"'‘i him- 

borongh, and the th“ee ifdtamon '? '''' 
venth of Odober a ^he tw.enty-fe- 

landed, the neceflarv nreD'ir-fr Colonel Coote 
his regimen, to take A? Sd '"j""!™ 'or 

that the enemy fent the ]-ircx4H,oI. i . interval 
tioned to the fouthward a‘Ore-men- 

pf Seringam. The Prefidpn • themfelves 

might extend thejr defio-ns afnhf? 
commended to Colonel Coore ^ ^ ’"’'^^^itiopoiy, re- 
expedition to join the arm.? with all 

to form an atticknponS P and 

feffionsin thatneighbourhoS Enemy’s pof- 

troops from the fouthward 
marched from GonieveJim r, accordingly 

vember, and the -^nSf H. of No! 

Major Brereton i„vefted Wandet?ft‘’“¥' 

were ereae^ with great Sje^iS;^, I™ wt 

Opened 






or,, jvioor Ijovcrnotj lent to treat^ with 

the Colonel, ofFering to pay a fum of money, and 
deliver up the hrench garrilbn, upon condition of 
his being continued in the government of the 
Fort ; but before any agreement was perfeded, 
die French foldiers, fearing the intrigues of the 
Killedar, got upon the walls and calling out to our 
people, declared they would deliver up the gar- 
rifon. Five officers and fixty-three private men 
were made pritbners on this occafion, and a place 
of great note in this Country, which had been 
often threatened by our army, was at length taken 
without any loft on our fide. There were five 
hundred Sepoys ip the fort befides the European 
garnfon. « 

From thence the army marched immediately to 
Carangoly, and on the fixth of December opened 
a battery againih tnat Fort, which was defended 
by Colonel O Kenneiy, and one hundred Europe- 
ans, and five hundred Sepoys. The breach was 
inade the eighth, but there being yet a ditch, 
tne palling of which might have been attended 
with loft of men. Colonel Coote thought it better 
to grant the garrifon the terms of capitulation 
they demanded, v/hich were, that the Europeans 
Ihould not be made prifoners, but have leave to 
march to Pondichery, and accordingly the Fort was 
furrendered. 

The French troops which were aflembled at 
Arcot, being joined by the detachment from the 
foiuhward, the fon of Chunda Saib, and the fon 
of die Jkilledar of Wandewalh, were fent with other 
^miffaries to bring over a oartv of Mnramw’s 
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Marattas. They had already a great number of 
Country troops brought in by M. De Buffy, who 
went with a few troopers as far as Cadapa, to pay 
a vifit to Bafaletzing on his return to Golconda 
and not being able to perfuade that Prince to 
return with him, engaged one of his chiefs with 
a confiderable number of Country hcrfe and Sepoys 
and brought him with great ftate to Arcot. Thefe 
were joined the ninth of January by Innis Cawn, 
Morarow’s chief officer, with three tlioufand Marat- 
ta horfe, befides a number of foot, who followed 
thern for plunder. The French force at Arcot 
confifted (according to the beft intelligence) of 
near two thpufa'nd five hundred Europeans, and M. 
Lally himfelf refumed the command of the army 
upon this occafjon. 

Colonel Coote having pofted his forces in a ftrong 
fituation between Cauverypauk and Arcot, not 
more than three miles from the advanced guards 
of the Enemy, remained there in order to cover 
our diftridfs in the beft m|pner he could againfi: 
the ravages of the Marattas, who were difperfed 
on all fides in fmall parties on purpofe to drive 
off the cattle, plunder the inhabitants, and deftroy 
the produce of the Country. The army with 
Colonel Coote confifted of two tlioufand one hun- 
dred Europeans, (including the artillery, the caval- 
ry, and officers of all denominations) about four 
Aoufand Sepoys, and fifteen hundred Country horfe. 
The great number of cavalry on the fide of the 
Enemy, rendered it indifpenfably necelTary for us 
to take into the fervice as many of the beft as 
could be procured, notwithftanding the immenfe 
expence, for without them the army would have been 
abfolutely unable to keep the field", as it would have 
been irripoffible to have fupplied it with provifions. 

The day after _ the junftion of the Marattas, 
M. Lally moved with his .,whole force from Arcot 
by the road of Wandewafh, but on the fecond day, 

a party 
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a party turned towards Conjeveraro, who ranfack.- 
ed the town, but could not get poffeflion oF the 
fort, being repulfed in the attempt, by an officer 
with two companies of Sepoys. Colonel Coote, upon 
this intelligence, marched with all expedition from 
Cauverypauk to Conjeveram. Upon his approach, 
all the Enemy’s parties retired from that neigh- 
bourhood, and joined their main body at Papa- 
tangel, a town upon the road from Conjeveram 
to Wandewafh. 

The Enemy’s defigns proved to be againfl the 
latter place, where Captain Sherlock commanded 
with one hundred and fifty Europeans, and eight 
companies of Sepoys. The fixteenlh in the morn- 
ing, the Enemy attacked the Pettah adjoining to 
the fort, and after a ftout rellftance from three 
companies of Sepoys, commanded by an Enfign 
of the Sepoy eftablilhment, lodged themfelves thercj 
and fet about eredling a battery. The twentieth they 
began to fire againfl the walls from one twenty-four 
pounder and three eighteen pounders. 

Wandewafh was thought a place of too much 
confequence to be fuffered to fall without making 
fome attempt to relieve it ; therefore, though the 
Enemy might have fome fuperiority in Europeans, 
befides their multitude of Blacks, it w^as determined 
to march the army towards them. 

It had long been debated at Madrafs, and was 
always matter of doubt with many members 
of the Council whether it would be expedient to 
hazard an adlion at fo critical a time, for till the 
arrival of the good nq,ws from Bengal, the affairs 
of the Coaft bore a melancholy afpedf. The Ene- 
my had greatly the fuperiority in European horfe, 
which would have led on the Marattas to deftroy 
our army totally in cafe of a defeat. They had 
already plundered and deftroyed the country, and 
encreafed the fcarcity of provifions to fb great a 
degree, that the cry for rice both at Madrafs and 

in 
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in the army, was exceedingly alarming. The armv 
alio made continual demands for their pay when 
the Country was entirely exhaufted of caiih. At 
length • a veffei arrived from Bengal, with the v/e' 
cotne news of the eftablifhmenc of peace and tran" 
quillity in that Province, and the long expeded funnlv 
of money. ■ 

This was a great relief to the prefent anxiem 
and gave fpirit to our Counfels, as well as to 
the army and our aUies, and rnuft be fuppofed 
to have had fome effecl on an Enemy that was 
naturally prefumptuous. But thefe circunnftances 
did not caufe the Governor and Council to ad 
with lefs precaution. Still dubious of the event 
they approved of Colonel Coote’s march towards 
the Enemy, but at the fame time ftrongly recom- 
mended to him to keep Chengalaput and Caran- 
goly in his rear, that he might be fupplied with 
provifions, and. have his retreat to Madrafs fecured 
in cafe of any unfavonrable event. ' ’ 

Colonel Coote being oetciTnined to march the 
army towards the French, took poft at Outremaloor 
the feventeerjth, and judging by his advice from 
Captain Sherlock, ;.hat the breach in the fort might 
be pradicable the twenty -fecond, he refolved^’to 
make ui. “ffiort to raife the fiege that raornino-; 
for this purpofe he marched with the whole ar- 
my the twenty-firft in the. evening, and encamp- 
ed at Trinborough, about ten rniles from the 
Enemy, where he gave out rhe following orders. 

Trinborougli Village, January ai, 1750, feven ©’Clock in the 

Evenb.g. 

The army to march to-morrow at fix o’Clock 
by the left upon the Taps beating, which is to 
be _ looked upon the feme as the Generals beating, 
it is to form and be ready to march off imme- 
diately after. All the cavalry and five companies 
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companies of Sepoys are to cover the baggage in 
the rear. The army to obferve the orders given 
out the twenty-feventh of December^ which were, 
that the firft line confift: of Colonel Draper’s regi- 
ment on the right. Colonel Coote’s on the left, 
and the Company’s in the centre the artillery 
to be divided as follows j four pieces on the right, 
four on the left, and two pieces between each 
interval, making, in all twelve in the firft line. 
The fecond line to confilt of the grenadiers of 
Colonel Draper’s, Colonel Coote’s, and the Compa- 
ny’s, with one piece of cannon upon each flank, 
who are to form two hundred paces in the rear 
of the firft line : An eight inch Howitz to be between 
the two lines. iMajor Brereton to command the right, 
of the firft line, Major William Gordon the left, 
and Major Robert Gordon the centre. Major Mon- 
fon to command the fecond line. The cavalry , 
to be divided into five fquadrons, the Europeans to 
make the center fquadron. 

The names of the Jemidars who are appoint- 
ed to command, to be given into the comman- 
ders in chief to-night. When the line forms, the 
cavalry will have orders to form about fifty paces 
in the rear of the fecond line, having a proper 
interval between each fquadron : at the fame time 
the five companies of Sepoys who fupported the 
cavalry are to form upon the right of Colonel Draper’s 
regiment, and the five co.mpanies of Sepoys that 
were in the rear of the line of march, to form 
on the left of Colonel Coore’s regiment, five com- 
panies who w^ere on the left flank of the line of 
march, are to form in the following manner j two 
on the right of the fecond line, and two on the 
left, and one on the rear with the cavalry, The 
whole army, as well Europeans as- Blacks, are to 
have a green branch of Tamarind Tree fixed on 
their hats and turbans, likewife on the tops of 
the colours, in order to diftinguifli. them from the 

Enemy. 
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Enemy. The commanding officers of corns 

to take particular care that their refpeaive corm 
are_ properly told off, and that the men knor 
Jeir right and left hand men and file kadery 
They are to be cautioned not to give their fire 
SI: oidered by their refpeaive officers, 

_ The army marched at fix o’Clocfc in the morn- 
ing of the twenty-fecond, agreeable to the orders 
that had been given out the day before for that 
purpofe. About ieven o’Clock oiir advanced guard 
of horfe and that of the Enemy began to fire at 
each other, upon which Captain Baron de Vaffemt 
who commanded the cavalry, was ordered to form 
them in order of battle ; he was fupported bv 
five companies of Sepoys and two pieces of can- 
non, and Col. Coote advancing himfelf with two 
companies of Sepoys, obliged the Enemy to retire 
to their main body of horfe, which confided of 
two hundred Europeans and three thoufand Marat^ 
tas on their left. As the whole of our caSy 
advanced, that of the enemy retreated in pretty 
good order till our cannon, which was extreme- 
ly well fenred, obliged them to retire precipi- 
tately. The Major of the brigade was then fent' 
'•*3® srmy, which was about three quarters of 
a mile in the rear, with orders for them to form 
die line of battle, but not to advance till the 
Colonel bad joined them, who foon after having 
taken pofieffion of_ a Tank, which the Enemy’s 
cavalry had occupied, returned to the line, v/hicb 
by that time was formed. After reviewing the 
whole, and finding the men alert and caper to 
engage, he ordered the army to move forwards 
About nine o’Clocfc thev fjrrJvprI 'At- fl-iia 
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ation. Upon finding they were ftrongly pofted, 
and his flanks expofed to the Enemy’s cavalry, 
which was greatly fuperior to his own, he order- 
ed the array to march by the . right in order to 
gain the advantage of a hill about three miles 
diilant, and near two miles from Wandewafh fort, 
and the horfe which was then in the front, to 
wheel to the right and left and form behind the 
(econd line, in order to make the rear guard. 
Thus he covered his right flank with the hill, 
and had fome Villages in his rear, to which he 
fent his baggage, and this motion obliged the 
Enemy to alter their difpofition. During all 
this time they cannonaded each other, and ikir- 
miflied with their advanced polls and Maratta 
horfe, but the latter foon difappeared and return- 
ed no more. The Enemy after making their fe~ 
cond difpofition, moved forwards under the cover 
of a bank. The cannonading then began to be 
fmart on both fides, and the two armies advanced 
brifliiy towards each other. 

At twelve o’Clock the Enemy’s European ca- 
valry pulhed with a great deal of refolution in or- 
der to force our left, and come round upon our 
rear. The Colonel immediately ordered up forae 
companies of Sepoys and two pieces of cannon to 
fuftain our cavalry, who had orders when the Ene- 
my approached to open to the right and left, 
which gave room to pour in grape lliot upon the 
Enemy’s horfe from the two pieces of cannon, 
the mufquetry alfo galling their flank, while our 
cavalry wheeled and charged them in front. They 
were immediately thrown into confufion, and pufhed 
back above a mile from our left, upon the rear 
of their own people. Our army now advanced 
upon the Enemy who kept their flank .well cove- 
red by a till we approached near enough 

to perceive the difpofition of their army, which 
was formed in the following manner. The regi- 
ment 
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ment of Lorraine on the right in Jine of 
the regiment of Lally on th? left w h 
formed into a coInnL, and '.he bri»2e de r,"f 
; formed , mo anotlier in the centre rth k 1 t’"?' 

covering their rio^ht and Ipfc o’ ’ r ^ Tanks 

ground-in front -fiy this time it 

“hJrVme tithirS 

their o-nnc yhidi accident, five of 

Ma/orCemn^reeW 'SCl D ^ ^ .“P”" 

<0 the left, and d arned t" ' 

Tto fe'fctot t? 7 a 7 ' at 

™th their man": “7, em trSv?'?? 

aL'wkg"Bke7:w‘'rp7cVofcaron'^^^^^^^ 

npon the Enemy’s flank, ^mpteS he 

that wing, who abandoned their cannon In f rt 
upon their own centra and fell 

together with their ri^ht c{f} i 
left He then n dlSi ’ fl • ^"^aged with our 

the reft of rhp r ,4 1- Major Monfon with 
tr 7 L?; and placed him fo as 

fame time flankino*Se' Er^i''"* nK”'"^ 

their whole Enemy. About two o’Clock 

own cam towards their 

qnL7?’a: left °.® ‘’“‘■'■“d them, they 

tosetiter ^ith ,1 n ! “si'' mafters of the field; 
piLs which thiy cmiS 01?’ 

.«n.f pieces o/e^r, 'tS 

twenty 
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twenty pounders, one twenty four, and one thirty- 

two pounder. 

The French had eight hundred killed and wound- 
ed, two hundred of which we buried in the field, 
and we took two hundred and forty prifoners, of 
which number two hundred were wounded. We 
loft only fifty-two Europeans, officers included, 
in the field of battle : there were befides one hun- 
dred and forty-one wounded, of which fome died 
of their wounds ; and among thefe was the 
gallant M^or Brereton, who had the honour to 
have fo great a Ihare in the fuccefs of that glorious 
day. 

The French army confifted of two thoufand 
two hundred Europeans, including artillery and 
cavalry i three hundred Coffrees, and between 
nine and ten thoufand Black troops. They had 
twenty pieces of cannon in the field, and five in 
their batteries againft the fort, where they blew 
up a large magazine of powder upon their re- 
treat. Our army amounted to feventeen hun- 
dred Europeans, including artillery and cavalry, 
three thoufand five hundred Black troops ; and all 
our artillery were fourteen pieces of cannon and one 
howitz. 

The principal perfons among the prifoners who 
were taken were Brigadier General de Buffy, Le Che- 
valier Godeville, C^arter-mafter General Of Tal- 
ly’s regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Murphy, two 
Captains and two Lieutenants. Of the Lorrain re- 
giment, one Captain and one Lieutenant. Of the 
India Battalion, two Lieutenants and two Enfigns, 
Of the Marines, Le Chevalier de Poete, Knight of 
Malta, who died of his wounds. All the above- 
mentioned were wounded, except M. de BulTy, and 
m Enfign of the India battalion. Colonel Coote 
indulged thefe gentlemen together with M. Gode- 
ville, with leave to go to Pondichery on their jparole : 

A a but 
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but when h€ learnt that feveral officers on Jamt 
haa been m the adion, he wrote to M i 
BulTy anu the other two officers, to repair to Ma 
drafs according to the tenor of their parole In 1 

fwer to which, M. Lally fent to offer him their ranfom 

in money..,-.:, ^ 

So compleat a viaory over a fuperior force could 

but by the mafterly 
conaua of Colonel Coote, and the univerfal mod 
behaviour of all the officers and men, and’il 
would be great injuftice to pafs over in filence the 
extraordinary diligence and Ikill of the officers of thp 
artillery. 

The Enemy retreated as faft as poffible to Chet- 
teput, which is eighteen miles from the field of 
battle, and the next ' day affembled the remains of 
their broken army at Gingee ; but the twenty-fixth 



the Black people with the dread of a liege, _ cauled 
them to move off, and deprived the garrifon of 
the neceffary afliftance of the Cooleys. Befides 
this. Captain De Vafferot took four thoufand head 

of cattle. , „ 

On the twenty -eighth, Colonel Coote marched to 
Chetteput, and began to erea batteries, at the fame 
time fumraoning the Chevalier De Tilly, w'ho 
comnianded there, to furrender, which he refilled . 
The next day, after a breach was made, the garrifon 
flung out a flag of truce, and furrendered prifoners 
df war. Here were fout officers, fifty-four Eu- 
ropeans, befides feventy -three who had been wounded 
in 'the battle of ^iVandewafh, and were at that 
time in the hofpital i and three hundred Sepoys. 
In the fort were taken nine guns, and a large quantity 
of ammunition. 

Captain Smith having been detached after a 
fmall party of French and fepoys, with two brafs 
eight pounders, returned with them the thirtieth, 
and alfo brought in a Captain of the Lorrain regiment 
and three French Commiflaries. And Major Monfon 
having throv/'n a few fhells into the fort ot Timmery, 
it loon furrendered, and twenty Europeans were made 
prifoners. 

Colonel Coote immediately alter the battle ot 
Wandewafh, fent orders to Captain Wood to in- 
veftArcot. He foon got pofleffion of the Pettab, 
having routed Zulaoherzing’s forces, and taken his 
A a a whole 
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whole camp. On the fecond of 
joined by Colonel Coote, who 
^my, and encamped within two 
■ine fame day he be; 
the Fort. ^ Two of five eightee 
the curtain between the North- 
and the gateway, one of two eighteen 
fo«r pounder »gai„ft the to“w« and 
of the South-Weft corner tower, and one of T' 

enfilade Ihe 

The next day the E 
AneiJs from the Rarrifon 
batteries were opened on 
two of our guns were dil 
and four wounded. 

, On the eighth. Colonel 
approaches to the South We¥ 
dred and fixty yards of the ' ’ 
thofe to the Weft within 
fummonedtheg ■" 
forahfwer from 
there, that in cafe he 
would then deliver 
the honours of war. 

Upon this hoftiiities were re- 
ot our men were wounded al 
the trenches, by the Enemy 
Our whole lofs amounted to n 
Ki.led and fixteen wounded : 
approaches being carried on w 


February he 

marched with the whole 

---J miles of the nlacp 

;San .to erea batteries agS 

.pounders aiainft 
^corner tower 

twenty- 

Gurtain Weft 


c.iiy tnrew a number of 
without any efFea. The 
le fifth, and the next day 
bled, and two men killed 

.Coote having carried on 
> within two hun- 
creft of the Glacis, and 
two hundred and fifiv 

garnfon to furrender. He received 
-. Captu,„ Huftey who 

was not relieved in fix days he 
up the garnfon, on being allLpH 


This 
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This was not only a real and a prelent lofs to the 
French, but a great blow to their credit, and ope- 
rated no lefs on the minds of their ovs^n people, than 
it affedted them in the opinion of the eoilntry powers. 
The very day that Arcot furrendered, feven and 
twenty Huflars, with their horfes and arms, deferr- 
ed and came over to us, and by the laft advices from 
the Coaft, it is faid that the whole body of their 
European cavalry has fince followed their example, 
and are now in our fervice. This is an earnefi of 
the general difcontent at Pondiehery, occafioned by 
their want of pay and the Icarcity of provifions, with 
a diffidence of one another, a fenfe of their raifcon- 
dudt, and in confequence thereof, their calamitous 
profped from this fudden reverfe of fortune. 

M. Lally, immediately after his defeat, fent orders 
to recal his troops from Seringara ; by which 
means he augmented his army with a great rein- 
forcement of Europeans (near five hundred horfe 
and foot) but at the fame time being obliged to 
abandon that part of the country, all thofe valuable 
diftridts, from whence the Nabob draws fo con- 
fiderable a part of his revenue, and, without which 
Trichinopoly does not produce enough to defray 
the ordinary expences of the garrifon, were now left 
to be vilited by his feveral renters and colledtors with- 
out raoleftation. 

Rear-Admiral Gornilh arrived at Madrals the 
twenty-third of February. As the French had no 
fleet upon that Coaft, he had no objedt but to 
co-operate with the land forces ; however the 
Falmouth meeting with the Haerlem in her way from 
Merguy, obliged her to run a-fhore two leagues 
to the Northward of Pondiehery. The garrifon of 
Permacoii and Allamparva having furrendered pri- 
Ibners of v/ar, there remained only Carical of all the 
fubordinate fettlements on that Coaft. 

Carical is a .very fmall but exceeding ftrong 
Fort, being a pentagon, built exadtly on the plan 




ipilii 

iliiE giis 
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of Lifle. It being of great importance to reduce 
the Enemy to the poffeffion of one Angle port 
both the land and fea officers under Rear- Ad* 
miral Cornifti and Major Monfon, were emploved in 
the attack of Carical, and on the fifth of April it was 
furrendered. ^ 

By the lofs of this place, the French have not a 
iinglc mEn in the Pcninfulaj- except ..a, fmail garrifon 

at Mahe on the Malabar Coaft, another at Gingee 
and thofe which are blocked up within the walk of 





the fo^l lowing 

A C C O U N T 

■ ' Of tte Progre& Md EfFeQs of oae of tliofe vioient 

hurricanes 
M O N S O O 


Is the more curious, as few People riave ever fur- 
vived fuch a Difafter, who have been capable of 
giving fo clear and diftinit an Account. 


A JOURNAL of the 

Lofs of the PEMBROKE, 


Which was wrecked in St. David’s road the 13 * of AprU, i749- 
. By the Master of the PEMBROKE. 


A 


■ROITT ten o’clock in the morning it blew Single 
f* the wind at N. E. by E. and a great fea Ancho 

• We then having a cable out. 


heoan to come in. v» o j . : 

I Captain ordered half a cable more to be veered ' . 

Iwav Atnoon I defired the Captain would p leafe Noon, 
to order more cable to be veered away, he replied, 
he was afraid if we fiiould veere more cable R would 
bnn<^ home the anchor^ but that a new forefail an 
fm^rihould be bent„wbich was immediate^ done 
A^one in the afternoon it blew very hard, the wind ^ 

« N E his Majefty’s {hip Namur lying about a ca- oclocl ; 
ble^'length within us and abaft our beam i I went ■ , 
t. the Captain, as did likewiCe the Lieutenants, and 
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pr. 13 , anfwer to so to fea nnUrc i-j,,. \t 
: 749- which Rear Admiral B^cawen^^fl’”'^ ^o^rd 

ordered all our ports to be barred tn 
ed, and the tarpawlines down fecw- 

Th “P again aftS we 

Three At three o’clock I went at.:,-, ^ ? ^ *0 

dock, was fick and in his cabin S .^apta'n who 

go to fea, he feemed very an^r? 

not, giving the fame reafon as^'above -^n 

fuffer any more cable to be veered Iwav Ir^K^r 
time the Ihip rode hard fl-ri?in/>d ^befeme 

water. ’ trained much, and made 

i“ c? to pit the cable 

caft out hL Ihe rea“ «he ' “;■* *-= 

have fallen on board tlie kt^’ ^"Crvule we fnould 
fet the forefan ™ ■mmediately 

fills, at the C TetL i 17““, ‘^V- 

pioyed in heaving in the cable fnr tf ^ ^ 
not have it cut whiVh i ’ ^ Captain would 

it <0 be parte™ alir?b7'V"f '™- 1 fc-cd 
■ vice of The ™ti cable irlif^r "'“™' fi'- 

X. ''-Afra-'Sia' 

6 a, we made but vervlittle^^ being a great head 
gained more walCT till” nnd found the ftip 
could poflibly dTSri "S “f chain pump? 
pumjjs to wwk The’ «, ^ obliged us to fet both 
withi gr J°£ a„?fl 77 ",“"'''"“”g «ty bad 
our mainfail fplit in pieces 

order to bend a nL All k >n 

and the ftip Jvinp- dnt ^ blowing fo hard 

‘^en. get the fail to the^vatj A?f 

*een fathom waL^ An hir V" "’gb- 

twenty fathoms, the w^L^ S ibunded 

ht lieutenants at the Dumn<! ^ 

• At eight the carpenter ^en. 


fli.'fi'i 
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the fliip gained upon them much, four foot Apri 
water in the hold, at the fame time, depth of 171: 
water twenty-two fathoms ; halfpaft eight, our tiller 
rope broke fhort off at the rudder head, and we 
likewife found one of the rudder chains broke. 

The fails we had now fet were our forefail, mi- 
ztxi, and fore ftay-fails. , At nine founded Nin 
twenty-four fathoms water. The fea now made 

a free paffage over us, and the fhip being water- 
logged, we hauled up our forefail to eafe her, but 
expedted to go down every minute. In hauling 
down our foreffay-fail it fplit, and as I looked aft 
from the fore-caftle I faw the main and mizen maft 
gone, but never heard them go. By this'" time 
the ffip righted much, and in about feven minutes 
the foremail: went by the board, but the bowfprit i 
held faff, depth of water about twenty-five fathoms. 

Our pumps continually working. The third Lieu- 
tenant being on the quarter deck lent forward to , 
me to clear and let go the fmall bower anchor, 
which was immediately done. We veered the 
cable out to the fervice and ftoppered the cable, 
the wind at N. E. by E. we found the ihip drive 
to ihore very fail, depth of water feventeen fa- 
thoms. Half pail ten we had eight feet water 
in the fhip’s hold, kept the pumps working. About 
eleven o’clock we found the ihip fettle, depth of Ele' 
water twelve or fourteen fathoms, and then the o’cl 
anchor brought the ihip up, but the cable part- 
ed in a few minutes, then we let Ae iheet an- 
chor go which was all we had. Tne fea now 
made a free paffage over us again, which broke 
and tore away our, boats and booms. The iheet 
cable tore out with fuch violence that no man 
could venture near it, ’till the clench brought up 
the ihip. Depth of water about feven fathoms. 

The cable held fome time, but the fea came in 
with fuch force and ib very high, that in the 



The third Lieutenant was near me when the fhip 
firft ftruck, but I faw no more of him afterwards. 
I kept the fore caftle accompanied by the boat- 
fwain, cook, and about eight men more, I got my- 
feif lafhed to the birts before the fhip took heel 
but fhifted myfelf over to windward when fhe 
• began to heel, and lafhed myfelf as before, the 
n- fea continually beating over us. About tv/o faw 
the Captain’s cabbin wafhed away, and the fhip 
almoft on her broad fide. When daylight came, we 
; were fixteen men on the forecaftle, and four hang- 

^ ing abaft to the timber heads, but three of the 

the laft got on a piece of the wreck, which was 
loofe and drove away, the other was drowned ; 
all this time the fea came over us in a dreadful 
rnanner fo that we could fcarce take breath. About 
eight o’clock nine men were wafhed off the fore- 
caltle. We could now fee the trees afliore be* 
tween the feas. About nine o’clock the boat- 
fwain and cook were waihed .away from each fide of 
me, then I removed . myfelf to the cathead as did 
another man alfo. About ten o’clock all our men 
were walked away except we that were lalked 
to the cathead we judged we were near two 
miles off the Ihore ; we continued there ail the 
day, the fea beating over us continually fo that 
we had little time to fetch breath or 'fpeak to 
1 5. one another. At noon we found the fea to come 
every way upon us, and could perceive the wind 
was Ihifted which was the caufe thereof. This 
part of the wreck kept faft, but night coming 
on we had a difraai profped before us, having 
•no hopes of relief. About midnight the fea a 
little abated, fo that we could fpeak to one ano- 
ther for the fpace of two or three minutes toge- 
; ther ; buf I found myieif fo weak having been 
fick ever fince we arrived in the country, that 
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when the fea wafhed me on one fide in my kfli- A; 
ina I was not able to help myfelf up, but was i’ 
oWiwed to get my companion to affift me. At 
day^ light 1 found myfelf much weaker and very 
thirfty. The fea at this time came over us once 
in a quarter of an hour : we found the wreck 
much nearer the fhore than yefterday. Some time 
after day light my companion told me he faw^a 
flag to the ^northward, which we judged to be 
at Porto-Novo, a Dutch fettlement, which gave 
ns great hopes that we fliould foon have fome 
affiftance. About noon we found the fea much ■ 
abated, fo that it feldom came over us, and the 
weather began to be fine, but I found myfelf very 
faint. About two or three o’clock we faw two 
paddy boats coming along fhore about a mile o 
without us •, we fpread abroad a handkerchief 
which I had about my neck that the boats might 
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15, diem that I wanted fome water to drink, but they 
9. gave me none, and only laughed at our conditi- 
on. Their commander ordered fome of them to 
ftrip us, which they did quite naked ; but before 
they ftripped me, they took a pair of gold but- 
tons out of my ileeves, two half crowns, my keys 
and a knife out of my pockets, and having metal 
buttons on my breeches, they cut them off aifo. When 
they had ftripped me they made a kind of clout of my 
fhirt to hide my nakednefs. During this time, we 
were in the utmoll want of fomething to quench our 
I thirft. As I was notable to .walk, they led us part of 

j the way to Davecotta (a fort belonging to them) and 

there put us into a canoe and carried us up a river to 
the fort walls. About ten this night they put us with- 
in the walls and laid us on the ground, where we had 
nothing to cover us but the heavens, and about eleven 
they brought us a little rice and fome water. Great 
numbers of people gathered round tts, laugliing at 
us, and expreffing great contempt and derifion. We 
got little deep that night, being extreamly cold, and 
not without apprehenfions for our lives, as tl^ey had 
threatened to cut us to pieces with their cutlaffes. 
When day light appeared the gates being opened, I 
, found myfelf very lick, and feized with the flux, and 
my legs extreamly bad, fo that I concluded I could 
not furvive much longer, if deftitute of better relief. 
I fold rny companion i could not live long, and defired, 
that if ever he got home, he would give my friends 
thehiftoryof my death. Some days they gave us a 
little rice, and fome days none at all. About the fe- 
ven h day they gave me fome lamp oil, with which I 
bathed my legs, and found fome eafe by it. 

The country people flocked daily to the fort to foe 
us i but none of them fhewed us the leaft pity, 
but on the contrary laughed at, and threatned xis 
with death. Our lodging-place was between the 
; gate-ways, and when we had been there fourteen or 
fifteen days -they carried us into the country. Tho’ 

mv 
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my ieCTs were much better, yet ftill I could not walk, 
and my companion was likewife extreme weak, 
which I believe was chiefly owing to our want of 
more viduals j fo they put us into dooleys, or cradles, 
faftened together with ropes, which they got from 
the wreck. About four o’clock on the fifteenth day 
they carried us about twelve miles to their King, who 
was encamped againll our Company’s troops. By 
him we were examined, and he queftioned us if 
either of us was an officer; this i judged fafcft to 
deny, as the contrary would render our efcape 
the more difficult. The King was defirous we Ihould 
enter into their fervice ; but we told him (by the 
interpreters who were three Dutchmen) that we 
could not confent to it. He faid, we ftiould want for 
nothing if we would ferve him; we replied, we 
were very ill and not fit for any fervice. However 
we were ordered a good meals viduals, which 



which they accordingly did. They fed us as before 
with rice, water, and a little gee, viz. a t 

nee a day for four, and a noggen of gee inftead nf 
butter. I bathed my legs with the gee and oil, and hi 
four or five days they were greatly mended, which 
gave me fome fpints. For we had liberty in the dfv 
time to w^alk before the dungeon. ^ 

In about three weeks time my legs were almoft well 
fo that I was able to walk. We now bS 
to entertain fome hopes of making our efcate 
And taking an opportunity, I with fome difficulty got 
3igh enough upon the wall to look over it* and found 
It was very high, and furrounded with a wide 
mote or ditch ; but there was a path between the 
wail and the ditch, fo that we might chufe our 
place to fwim over if it proved deep. We got at 
feveral times fome ftrands of rope of the dfdevs 
which they had carried us in, as they happened to t 
left within the bounds of our liberty^^ And in a 
few days we got fo many pieces, as when knotted 
together made feven fathoms and an half. After 
fome confultation we refolved to undermine the 
foundation of the dungeon at the fartheft part from 
the guards, and on the twenty- feventh of May be<yan 
to work. On the firft of June we came to the 
foundation, being fix feet deep ; and the wail thir- 
ty mcnes through. In two days time we had 
worked upwards on the other lide fo far, that the 
ighc began to appear through the furface, fo that 
we let every thing remain till night. At feven it be- 
ginning to grow dark, they put us into the dungeon 
as ufual j and foon after, we worked ourfeives quire 
bJ ’tffl being difcovered, got over the wall 

hour, had all croffied the mote, though very deen 
and wide. We travelled all n^n 4 judged a^ 
bout fixreen miles, and in the day-time hid outfdves 



cd ourfelves among iome ruihes. About mree m i 

fhp afternoon we were difcovered, which obliged us 
tf-o on, but we were not molefted. We pro- 
ceeded till about midnight, and then flept till the 
dawnin? of the day. 1 now had a very ftrong fever 
on me, "and was extremely weak for want of forae- 
thing to eat. This day, being the third, we agreed 
to travel till noon and plunder the lira fingle houfe 
we could meet with. But providence was more fa- 
vourable to us than we expeded ; for about 
ten o’clock we met a Cooley, who told us he would 
ftiew us to Carikal, which was a fettlement belong- 
ing to the French. We thanked the Almighty for 
this joyful news^ and gladly accepted the offer. About 
noon we arrived there, and were received with great 
humanity and kindnefs, but my fever was not at all 
abated. The next morning the governor fent to Mr. 
Eofcawen to let him know we were there, and by 
the return of the meffcnger the Admiral defired we 
might be furniflied with what money we wanted. In 
twelve days time we found ourfelves well recovered, 
and went to Trinkabar, a place belonging to the 
Danes, where we flayed three days, and then got a 
paffa^e to fort St. David’s where I arrived with my 
two ftiipmates (the deferter having left us at Carikal) 

■ the twenty-third of June, and immediately waited 
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0 $ of the Cos^MlssAHiE 
ADR ASS. 


fi. J^TICLES'propcftd on the zyi Jan. 1754! 07 Meurs. 
A Pob<--rt PsJk p.rid Henry VanSttan, a's a bafis to the conte- 
rtnces duy'are appointed by the prefident and council of Fort St 
G."orcre toloi'l at Sadrafs, wth the reverend father La vaur and 
■VLif-' De Bcanfet and De Kerjean, deputies on the part of the 
rahviiis Lapkin, governor of Pondichery, for terminating the pre- 

Igjfii' t'l'yiiljiiis io mt? .C-finiiitccL. 

ARTICLE! 

Mfthob Ariaverd^ CawnBehauder ihali be acknowledged as Sou ba 
of ibe Carnateckja as fiiil and aaiple a maiiuer as bis father or an/ 
oriier Soiibas have enjoyed the province. 

IL The king of I'anjore Hull alfo be comprehended m this treaty^ 
had the peaceable poiTeiiion of his kiiigdom guaranteed to him bj the 


es earl/ 'according to^ap- 

a - paper of -which 
writings, which they called original 
.amine them. "VVe anRvered, that as 
aicated to you, it would be only loiing 
: upon lis to fay whether thefe grants 
..... . jther thofe that gave them had a power 
:hat Salabatzhig vvas well known to be in a htiiation not 
‘ ‘ ch 5 and thal ic \vas - a great do-abt 

rants Saiabatzlng had given, though 
his acts. That ; 'Gaiizedey' Gawn’:^ 
was no ftrong argument on his hde tliat: 
:1 been to often cOnteiled between yoa 
is'iiniieeeilai'y to -.enter on a further dif« 
is well acquainted witEjoarfemirnefits, 
and wain for m td attempt to explain 
bt cherefore tliat it would be employing our 


pomtiiieht. i hey prqtiiicea 
tranilation, and fome Perlian 
grants, deilring we might ex 
diey had already been commit 
fime ; that wc could not tab 
were geniiiiie Oi nor, nor vvhe 
fo to,do„5 tl , _ 

io refufc any thing to the F 
•whether the Mogul knew win , 
he is faid to have approved ot 
being lent to depofe him 
in llort, ail thefe points bac 
and Mr. Dupleix, that -k wa 
ciiffion j that the luarquis wa 
and that it would be ueedefs 

them better. We- thougbv , ^ - r * ^ 

fiiBO niiich more to the purpofe, if we proceeced to the propOials | 
and that we would begin by communicating oufpreliinmaries j upon 
ivkkh we delivered them the paper or which we^feiit you a 
copv yefterday, aifuriDg them at the fame time, that they wpe 
adimtted, a fpeedy fatisiMtion might eafily be fouird tor all parties. 
Thdy entered into a long detail' to invalidate Aiiarveray Cawas 
title, which we fiipportcd by arguments- founded on Nazirzings 
Flmiiminds,coniiriiied by Gauzedey Cawn, an'deven by the Mogul* 
This ended in t deckradon from them that tht/t cmM mt conleiit. 



ioourpropofais, but that tliey would tranfmlt them to Pondicher* 
and wait for an anfwer. They then retired, with a promife of 
lending us what they intended as preliminaries on their part • and 
two hours afterwards we received the extraordinary propoiitions 
which come indofed, but hot without reprefenting that fuch znxsxi 
reafonable demand would rather help to inflame than accommodate 
the dilferences, however that we would tranfmit it to Mr. Saundm 
who no doubt would be foil of reconmijfanct for the independancv 
of Madrafs, ' ^ ^ 

On the receipt of our preliminaries it h not improbable but Mr. 
Dupleix may fend orders to his deputies to return: in that cafe we 
&di be glad of the fame liberty from you. We are only forry there 
is no mciination on their fide towards a reafonable accommodatior/. 
They would have it believed, that the marquises right of govern- 
ment from the river Krifnah to the fea is inconteftible. 

We are, with great refped. 

Honourable Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servants. 

Sadrafi, 23d Jan. Robert Falk.' 

,,,;Hb;TOtVa»SITT.ART.; 

Firjf Memormi prefented to the deputies of the Engiifi nation hj 

thofe of the French nation^ in the conferences held at Badrafi 

to confult on means te terminate the trouhles of the country. 

It being hrll agreed that welhouid begin by commimicating recipro- 
cally the pieces that are to ferve as a balls to the prclent negotiation^ 
the F reach deputies communicated the following pieces. 

L A Ferwana of Muxapharzing, viceroy of Decan, which ap« 
points the marquis Dupleix, intitled Zupherzing in the Perfian kn« 
guage, commander of ail the territories in his dependance from the 
river Krifnah to the fea, 

IL Another Ferwana of Salabatzing, fuccellbr to Muzapherzlngj^ 
confirming the foregoing. 

in. A faned granted by the abovefaid Muzapherzing to Chxmda 
Saib, other wife called HulTan Doft Cawn, for the Carnatcck 
country. 

ly. Another faned granted to the feme by Salabatzing after the 
death of Muzaphering. ' 

V. A Ferwana of Salabatzing to give the countries of Arcot 
and Trichinopolyto the marquis Dupleix after the death of Cliunda 
Saib. 

VL Two Ferwana^s of the feme, confirming the foregoing, and 
nominating Mcotis Ally Cawn, governor or the citadel of Velour, 
lieutenant under the marquis Dupleix in the Arcot and Tnehino- 
poly countries, ^ In one of tliefe mention is made of a feaed formerly 
granted to Raja Saiby fen of Chunda Saib^, for the Trichi'nopoly 
mmtfjn * ^ 




Vt'L A moft^aiitlientick Phirmaund from tlie Great Mogltl, 
Ijroving and coniirming all that Sakbamog has done in favour of the 
1110101115 Dupleix. 

Tran/lated from the French Signed Fa. LAVAtrR,Jii:|}erior general 
orlginai k omr bands., of the French jefuits in India* 

feoBEllT PaLK. EaUSSET. 

Henky Vansittart. Be Ke^jsaic.^ 

file Jnfvjer and the Fropofah 0 / the FrmcB deputies to she 

Englijh deputies ajfemhied at Sadrafs^ the zyi of January^ 

1754 . 

Gentlemen, ^ , 

The propofal that we cannot avoid making prevlotiil j to all others,, 
h tlie reftitution of ibe French prifonefs, which regularly : 'blight to 
be the firh preliminarf, for the reafons which have been^ fo often fee, 
forth to Mr: Saunders. 

Coming next to the affairs of the Carnatecfc, and what you call 
your propofals v/e beg you will remark firff, that they are only a de- 
mand by which you require that we lhali give’ up ail, before we 
have treated of any thing* Secondly, that fuch a demand does not 
appear to be founded on any title ; you do not even communicate to 
us the title of Mahomed Alice Cawn, on which you pretend to 
■■ Juftify the legality of your alliance with him, which, would not ap-,.. 
pear lawful to iis, confedering the' peace between the two nations,, 
were Mahomed Allee Cawn even authoTifed* 'The faned of Na- 
xerzing, v/hich you quote in his favour, fhouid be a paper to be 
examined 5 but fuppoYmg its exiftence, you cannot diTpute that 
they are invalidated by the Saned granted afterwards to others, 
by thofe who have a right to appoint to the governments of the 
Carnateck. Thirdly and lahly, the marquis Dupleix has already 
abfolutely declared to the honourable Mr. Saunders, that he 
looked upon k as a refiikl to treat, to propofe the aforefaid preli- 
minary, that is to begin with acknowledging Mahomed Allee as legal 
and abfblute mailer of the Carnateck ^ if it v/as refolved to periiil 
in that, it was to no purpofe to invite us here. 

We have proved by authentick pieces the right of the chief of 
the PVencli nation to take part in the attairs of the Carnateck, *and 
CO make propofals concerning the faid country. The following there- 
fore are what we have to make, with the foie motive of reiloring 
peace to the country, and which cannot but appear advantageous to 
your nation. 

ARTICLE! 

The town of Kladrafs, which has hitherto been poffeffed by the 
Englilh nation only in dependance, and with the acknowledgment 
of a tribute of 4000 pagods a year to the- Duan ot Arcot, HiaH 
henceforth be independent, free from &11 tribute, and fhall have no 
other mailer but the honourable Englifli comply ; if there are any 
aiteais due^ they ihall be forgiven. 

A z . M Th« 
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, ly. in-, confideration of tlie foregoing advantages, the Eacylife 
fhail evacuate the places taken from the French, to whom the/'be- 
longed, whether by right of conqneft or concellion, as well L ail 
Other places in the Carnateck country, without oppofing the dif- 
pofuion and regulations made by Saiabatzing, to whom* this rlghs 
belongs without any doubt. 

Thefe propofals comprehend the principal heads which are the 
objedt of the negotiation. ^ If any quertions arife which have been 
omitted, vre wiii add to this memorial, in proportion as they appear. 

With regard to Tanjour, the inarqds Dupleix has already^ de- 
clared to the honourable Mr. Sauiider*s, that it w^as in the breaft of 
the Tanjoreansto be at peace with the French j and that he would 
give them aiTuraUces, free from equivocation, if they on their part 
would lay down their arms* We renev/ the fame declaration, as 
tar as can be neceifary* 

TranOated from the French Signed Fr. Lavaur.. 

original in cur hands, Bausset. 

E.OBSRT Palk* De ‘Kep.jeaj?. 

Henry Vansittart.. 

T& Mejfrs^ Palk and Vanfittart. 

Gentiemenj 

I have received your letters of the azd and 23d, with the an- 
fwer of the French deputies to yours, and their propofals, on which 
you fhail have fuil inftrudlions to-morrow morning. 

This is chiefly to-dehre you wdl demand of the French deputies 
the dates of the feveral faneds to thcmfelves and Chundah 5 fron> 
thefe depends the confuting them. 

yhould any orders come to them from Pondichery before you re- 
ceive ours, acquaiiit them you expedl final ones froni me ^ and then 
I fuppofe the conference will break up. 

1 he following is a paragraph of a Lettei>> dated Bandarmalanka, 
59th January, 

“Since my kfi: a report has been fpread, that Mr. Buffy lias 
been cut off,- and Salabatzing made prifoner, and Jafe Ally 
** Cawn espedts new phlrmaiuids for the country every > 

Should this be true, it mull be very ioon confirmed. 

, I ail), GentleineHa 

Fort St George, 24th Jan* Your iiioft obedient Servant, 

^754* S^P. M. Thomas Saunseks. 



> ^ Paik aai Vanfittart. 

^on*ttirvalidity of the feverai faneds Mi. Duplek is faid to be 
l ed with, depends in a great meaiiire the anfwer thpeto, the 
iator fas you have none) will let out to morrow mormtig, when 
lill demand that he may fee them, take their dates, nay a co- 
f them j by v hich we lhall eafily judge of their authenticknels. 
i am, Geiitlmen, 

qf George, 24th Ian. Your moft obedient Servant, 

P. IvL Thomas Saunders. 

k Fjeafe to return liliii witli tli« eopies exprefs. 

^<9 fpf hcHourdlli Thomas Saunders, EJ(i ^ 

Honourable Sir, * j ft, ^ 

out general letter of the 2zd and 23d we received the 24tL, 
iaft ni^ht we were favonred with tv/b from }'ou ot the 24tli. 
■I of t!‘ie 23d Will ihew you rhar we have Hrictly adhered to 
kilniVtions in the hrif / and with regard to the latter, the 
ich o-entlemen are already acq-aainted with our intentions, and 
cnt rlat the fanedB lhall be eacpaked into the moment the trani- 
"arrives. They hope that it may promote the conarencc, and 
U3 to imd^rftand that by degrees it is not inipoifible but wc luay 
s to an agreement, though we do no: find they are tne ieatc 10- 
,ble to OUT fira article. If the news irom Tandarmalanka 
ki prove true, and Gaiwedey Cawn’s Ton have receivea the 
h will be a verv ftroihT arsument oa our hae, as mcj 


larc 


7*5 the hormrahh Thomas Satindcrs, ir/yj 
Honoiirabie S ir,. ■ ■ ■■■.■■ ' ■ . , 

The-traniktor arriving this morning, the Frencn ospiiu 
and we fet about copying the faneds. On iidoodo llima 
iiig the feven nnl: w/cre only copres, we told tnein ttiav w 
to^'have iecn the originals ^ they anfwered, mat iVir. U} 
them at Poiiclichery, and, if required, they lUoulu be ie 
but that copies artefed b? die Candy were eiieemed ot < 
dii-y. lliis ciuihd fcHne'difpute, but we agreed to proc 
copying. On exairJnadan it appearing fee the ml na 
die father La vaur immediately objected, that^timeb -wc 
Nazir‘/in£s laneu to Anavercly Cavm, tney corJa 
bein? cemed r, that an aniwer lliould firft be given to lueu 
and *ths iMbbobb powers produced, that the on^ 

nm:ht be examined tit the ilirne daie. We repheoj ura.t sis w 



from the beginning only as allies to the Circar 
not be m our hands, but in the Nabob’s; that’? 
mg him at the head of a numerous army. a i 
famr; ,„d that we did not join him but at tl e 

or four nf t; 

©i iojirot the-iaaedstliat v/ere already limbed 

would acquaint you with what had hapDen 
tnat It our preliminaries were to be infifted on 
drop; for that Mr, Dupleix was abfolutely and 
mined never to acknowledge Anaverd “ 


the faneds could 
Nazirzing fopport. 
toongfaned in his 
' tepeated inftanccs 
the copies of three 

• defiring that we 
I and fartlier^ 

. the treaty muft 

* poffitiveiydeter, 
y Cawn for Souba of the 

indeo j however v.-e had time to 
-and Mopih which they declared 

T,t to the 

Moodo Kiftna took a copy 

if the figures at bottom 
not what elfe jt can fig- 
year of the Hegyra 

evening, as you may probably vsiant 
.r neceffary to return him to us, 

Vv e are, with great refpea. 
HonourabfeSir, ^ 

Your moft obedient 
humble Servants, 
Robert Pal^. 

Henry VANStyTaaTt'i 


10 De the original, had no chop, only a fcaf of 
cover m which it is laid to have come, 
or the infeription which we inclofed to you 
.are the year of the Hegyra (and we know ' 
mfy) It IS thirty-four years old ; for this-is the 

■'.f * Oy, 

Moodo Kiftna will fet out this r — 
him at Madrals. Should you find it 
your orders will meet him on the road. 
oadraiSy Jan. 1754. 

The fuperfcription. 

A rdiirmanndofliigh dignity 

in the name ot governor 
general Behauder Zapher 
Jung, 

On one fide of the feal 

The Country belongs to God ».3 

On the other fide. 

Order belongs to God* — -3 




Be fo ?ood as to reprefent to Mr. Saunders, that if we require to 
r.. Ae ofkinal faneds that Mahomed Allee Cawn pretends to have 
Lm NaJrzing, it is only to convince yourfelves, gentlemen, that 
Miomed Allee Cawn has impofed upon you ; but tuppofmg even 
Aerealhyof thisfaned, you are as well acquainted as we, of the 
lule validity it could be of, after the laneds granted by thefucceffors 
nf NazarziL. It is therefore needlefs, gentlemen, to vvait for this 
fntS ail the mne it will take to fend for it from Tncbmopholy, where 
vou told us it was, and to be fo long idle. Befides, as you 
clared to us, that independant of all pieces, Mr. Saunders mfilted on 
Seliminary propofed 5 pleafe to alk him tor his freih intentions 
on that article, fmce they are decifive for the cantmuauon or the 
bLkinpup of the conferences ; without them we could only at the 
elid of ^fifteen days, which would be loft, tell him what was ex- 

nre^'lv declared to him before we came here. 

^ We bea you will aifo communicate to him all that we have had 
the honour to fay to you, gentlemen, on the fubjeft of fecuring the 
inoft perfea liberty of commerce, fuch as the Englifli may defire. as 
well on the means of eftablilhing in this 

variable peace between the two nations. W e wilh with all_ our heart 
that thele two objeas may make on Mr. Saunders the imprelhon 

Weare,withtruerefpea, 

Tranflated from the original Gentlemen, ^ 

in our hands. Your moft humbly 

Roe e rt P alk. And moft ob^ieot Servants, 

Henry VANSiTt art, ’ Lavaetr. 



The Eoglilh entered into an alimnce with Anaverdj Cawn in 
portojf this tide, which, to giVe it all pofilMe force/'has fmce 

confirmed by Ganzedj Cav/n and his Ion Shaw Abadin Cawn, the 
fiicceedmg mailers of Decfcan^ and it is for rliefefiibikntiai reaVom 
that^ his rights are made the bafts of the prefeat conferences T when 

this is fettled, the eq|iitabie demands of ail parties maj be eafily re- 
As to the faneds» it was your foft propofal that yotirs would be 
fenqnired intq ^ and we are at a iofs to giieis the reoXon of your de” 
clining it after forne copies had been taken; pieces of fo publidw, 
nature might, we apprehend, beexpofed to all die Vv^orld. Lot we 
cannot help remarking to you, that the firft of theleianeds h withl 
put date 5 and the only original one you produced, faid to come 
from the Great Mogul, wants what we are affured are the iifud 
forms, which certainly ihould not have been neglected in a piece of 
fo much confequ.ence ; for inilajice, it has no chop of the Mogul 
or hlsVifier, it has no %b mantial, and- under the fuperfeription of 
the feal annexed to the cover are the figures 1 1 3 3, the date no doubt 
of the Hcgyra, according to die ciillom of the cpiintry ; and if fo"', 
we need not tell you that it k thirty-fopr years old, this being the 
year of theHegyra 1 167. 

With regard to the faneds of Anaverdy Cawn, we have had the 
honour to acquaint you, that as v/e are only allies, the originals he 
has from' time to time received reft with him, andatrefted copies may 
be procured whenever it ihall be thought neceiiary. 

As_Mr. Saunders has nothing mote at heart than a juft and equ> 
table to the reciprocal advantage of both nations, we caiinoi 

but wiih Mfr. Diiplek would give proofs of tlie fame fepdments. 

' \¥e have the honour to be* 

Sadrafs, 27.- January, . With the moil: perfecl regard, 

'1 75 A? Gentlemen, 

' ' . Ypur moil: obedient humble fervants, 

Roeer.tPals. 

Henry Vansittart. 

, 'TtJ th kmimrahk Thomas Saimdersi, Efp 

Hcuourable Sir, f' 

We have yet receii^edno anfv/or from the French deputies to our 
letter cf the 27th.' /The father Lavaur took a tranflation of it that 
eveniags as we expk'amed the fcnie to him, for none of them under- 
any EngHlh/f and w'hen he came to our remarks, lie confelfed 
tha: things to befure could not be decided by fanetis; that we ihould 
proceed ninher lii our propofals, and try if affairs could not be ac- 
co:niiiodated m tk’it manner : however, he talked yefterday of fend- 
ing usan-anfwer but as' it is & long coming, we imagine 'they have 










ip?rote to Foncliclicry for one. It feems to be-pal!: .all -ioixht^ ifjat- ■ 
Mr. Dnpleix’s friend at the court of^ Delhi has deceived him. 

We are, with great rerpe£l, ' 
Honourable Sir, 

gadrafs, 59 Jan. i754„ Your moft obedient ' 

^ pail S A. M- Humble, fervants, 

RoeepvT Palk, 

Hemr.y Vansittap.t« 
Yo Palk Vanlittart 

Gentlemen, 

We annex hereto oilr inflrndlions for your-anfxver to the French 
deputies memorial, reply to their an fwer and propofais, and ourfreih 
propofais. By what has already paft, we are convinced Mr. DupIeLt . . 
has no intentions of peace. You will receive an anfwer in writing to 
,70 r propofais, ¥/hich we fuppofe will put an end to the conference. 

Gentlemen, 

Fort St. George, Your moil: obedient fervants, 

30. Jan. 1754. Thomas Sawnjdea^. 

CfiARnEs Bqodam. 
Henay Fowkey. 
Alexander Wynch» 
John Smith. 

'Charles Bourchiee., 
^npwir h h fre/enteJ hj the Engfijb Cemmiffip'ks to the firji memii* 
rial delivered i>y the French Deputies at Sadrafs. 

Our hrfi: propoikl being, that Nabob Mahomed Alice Cawn fliould 
be acknowledged Souba of the Carnateck 5 his right being founded 
on faneds granted by the feveral princes of the Deckan, it is matter 
of forprife to us, that the marquis .Dupleix, who is only an ally of 
the country powers, fcould alfiime to himfelf the authority and go- 
vernment, not only of this province, but of the whole country 
from Cape Comorin to the River Kriftna, in dlre^i'oppofition to the 
elhblhhed laws of the Mogul, and his olheers legally appointed ; to 
11s, and to every one w^eli known. Yet as Mr. Dupleix in his letters 
to Mr. Saunders advanced, that he had feveral faneds to fiipport this 
authority, preffing repeatedly an examination of them ; and the 
French commidaries prefendng the faiiio, w^e agreed to it : upon the 
perulai of fomc of them, the incoherencles appearing lb very ilrong, 
they then declined, and denied us any farther ferudny. The reafoa 
aillgned by Father Lav^aur, that uniefs.the Nabob’s ianed from Na- 
yirzing was firil; produced, they v/ould not adnut of a farther feru-^ 
tiny, we think imjull: and gioundlefs ^ becaufe on the validity of 
thole faneds certainly depenris Mr. Dupleix’s authority to judge of 
Nabob Anaverdy Cawnfs right, and is therefore what ihould be hril 
fettled. ' But we cannot help thinking that Father Lavaur was inll.u.- 
enced by a more cogent reafoa s he kpmt ■ nm well they wmild not 
fjear the teii The palpable defects found in. thole we had the pe- 
fufel pfy give m full liberty to make this concluCom 



[lOl- 

As patents^of fo ptibllck a ratureare in tlieir very Intention gmnc* 
ed to be pnblifted to the whole community, what can their fuppref™ 
fxng an examination into them mean more than a coiifcioufoefs of 
their illegality. To every candid reader it muft certainly appear lb ‘ 
and as we are from undoubted fadls convinced that they are of no 
force, we. objed to them, deny their validity, and declare that Mr. 
Dupleix has no more authority to govern this province than any pib 
vate perfon whatfoever. 

Replay io he made hj the EngUJh Commijfaries to the anpvoer and pro^ 
pofals of the French Deputies. Dated January., ^ 754 * 

That it is very certain Mr. Dupleix has often wrote to Mr. Saun- 
ders concerning the French prifoners, and that he has ufed his in*, 
fuence wuth .the Nabob for their relief ; which has been retunicd 
with breach of honour, by feveral officers appearing in arms againft 
him contrary to their parole ; and though by this they were liable to 
immediate death, they have by his interceffion been pardoned : that 
as Mr. Dupleix cannot be ignorant that prifoners are never refeafed 
till a peace is concluded, he will certainly think it reafonabie v/hcn 
we tell him, that wdren the articles on which the peace and feciiri- 
lies of the Nabob’s government depends are fettled, this will he im- 
snediately coniidered. 

And asjt appears evidently by the mvaltdityof thefe papers Mr. 
Dupleix is pleafed to introduce under the name of faneds, that he 
lias no authority to conteft the commiffions granted by the Mogul’® 
legal officers j yet we are ready, if he defir^sit, to remove all doubt 
iie may have concerning Nabob Mahomed Alice's juft title, and will 
lend for copies attefted of the ianeds granted him by Nazirabg, 
Gauzedey Cawn, and confirmed by Gauzedey Cawn’s^ fon, for the 
perufal of Mr. Dupleix or his coramiffaries. 

Tho’ our propofal of Mahomed Alice’s being Souba of the Carna-* 
teck is founded on juftice and equity, as no Nabob but hinifelf has 
been named^to that government fmce his father Anaverdey Cawm s 
death, and is fo far abfolute, that no peace can be concluded with- 
out it j yetinje^axd to Mr. DupHx it is conditional and he is de- 
fired to give in his demands, which will be confidered, and, if cou- 
fiftent with the tranquillity of the country, granted; fo that it can-^ 
not be faid that they ihould give up every thing. And if Mr. Du- 
pleix is nor fotisfied with the Juried from Nazirzing, Gauzedey Cawa"s 
cannot bedifputed; but fhould this be the cafe, fureiy when it k 
confirmed by Gauzedey Cawifs fon it will be deemed juft to any 
others. 

They are pleafed to^ kj they have proved by aithentlclc pieces, 
that the French had a right to talce a part in the affairs cm the coaft 
of Coromandei We are of opinion thofe very papers, the invali- 
dity of which are as dear as the fun at noon, manifeft evidently that 
they had no juft grounds forfo doing or that we may be convinced 
that we err, kt Mr. Dupleix produce a faned from the Mogul, cm- 
poweikg huB tomke a pan with Erat Moddeii Cawu and Chunda 

Saib^ 





u ] 

Saib, in depofing and killing Ana?erdey Cmn ; let Kim produce a 
limed aifo for aflifting the fame rebels in the alfalTmation of Nazir- 
zing* who it is ’univerfally known governed the Deckan bv orders 
from the Emperor ^ it will be necelFary alfo to produce powers from 
Ganzedey Cawn* who was by the Mogul appointed fiicceffor to Na- 
zirzing* to continue hlsfupport to Chtindah Salb againft Nabob Ma-* 
honied Alice Cawn. If he cannot produce thefe pieces,, what' title 
has he to alTume the government of the coaft of Coromandel ? And 
as Nabob Mahomed Alice has laneds from thefe legal princes, by 
what authority can Mr, Dupiek difputethem ? 

When Mr. Saunders made propofais to Mr. Duplelx to treat, he 
told him it was by virtue of a power from Nabob Mahomed Alice. 
What then can he mean by his oifer, that Madrafs Ihould be free 
from the tribute of 4000 pagodas per annum, paid to the circar of 
Arcot 5 and that Foonanialee iliouid be fecured to us ? We can 
hardly furmile that he could be ignorant that the fetdetnent of Ma- 
drafs never has paid fuch tribute, and that the country of Foona- 
nialee is ours by a legal grant ; but Tuppofing it was oiherwife, it 
has in this conference fuihciently appeared that he has no power to 
fecure to us either | therefore thefe two articles are certainly ridicu- 
lous and infolent. 

Equally fo is the third article, to make a prifoner of a prince who 
has beat his enemies in every battle | and who, not compelled by 
neceility, but through a humane difpoiition to put a flop to the ca- 
lamities of war, would treat his enemies as friends* 

The fourth is abfurd and quite unintelligible ; the EnglllK have not 
taken any one place from the French, nor are they at this day In pof- 
feflion of a Tingle one belonging to either French or Moors. 

In regard to the King of Tanjore, the offer is an equivocation 5 as 
it is known the King of Tanjore is in alliance with the Nabob, and 
cannot treat feparately; if a peace is concluded with the Nabob, and 
Mr, Dupleix will engage not to moleft the King or his country, he 
will lay down his arms* 

To recapitulate the wdiole of the French deputies memorial, an- 
fwer and propofais, they are, that Mr. Dupieix (the chief of the 
French nation) grafps at the government of the coaff: of Coroman- 
del : that he produces leveral papers, which he terms laneds, to prove 
his authority, which he offers to examination, but when found de- 
fedive, a further fcrutiny is denied : that he repeatedly deffres the 
Nabob^s right may be enquired into ; but when the deputies are told 
they lhail be fatisfied in this point, inftead of entering into any en- 
quiry, they declare abfolutely that Mr. Dupieix never will confent 
fo Nabob Mahomed Allee^s being Subahof the Carnatick ; and that 
if the Nabob will betray his mate, and confent that he ftall rob 
him of the whole coaff: of Coromandel, he offers to fecure to the 
Englilh what he would not with impunity attempt to take from them ^ 
cind what if they had not, he* has no power to beftow. To the Na- 
bob, under whofe proteciion he fliouid live peaceably^ and whofe 

■ govern- 


government he fnouid ohev, he would give a penfioii j and die Km 
.of Tanjore he would tcssimt to be a villain, in dcferting his allies 
Tliefe propofais will fothdently iliev/ to our fiipcriors hh incimatiom 
to peace 3 'as they will at the fame time convince the MoeuI and hlg 
officers of his mtentioa to plunder him of his doii-ihlmCiini induct 
thein to take fuch meafiires as may convince liini that the liberty of 
n nation will not eahly become a prey to the ambition of a fmo-C 
(ubjea ■ ‘ 

Frupofahtohe ^nadehy the €.'omfpnJf7}’ies in of 

Mahomed Allee to the French Depuiks at Sadrqfs, 

As it is notQi'iouOy evident from what has palled in this coafc*. 
jrence, that by the examinatioii of thofelety papers which Mr. Ou- 
pfek calls faneds, and by the fuppreiHon of any fuftlier ffirotiny in- 
fo the reft, as well as by the orders from the Mogul ro his fever al of- 
ftcersof the government of this province and the other part cf the 
coaft of Coromandel ; that thofe papers are of no force, ffioiild Mr. 
Dupleix perfift in afiummg to himielf an unlawfui power thus b? 
adlsof violence infupportof rebels to rob the Emperor of his coiiu- 
try, and the people of their liberty, what can it be prodiidlive of bi?t 
a continuance of the war ? And as when it was offered that attefed 
copies of the Nabob s ianeds ftiould be lay d before Mr. Duple! x or 
hisDeputley, they, without ailedglng any thing to difannu! hh right, 
m even waking for a peruial of thofe pieces, contrary to all reafoii 
aad Juftice, replied that Mr, .Diipicix declared ablblutely, Nabob 
Mahomed AJiee iliould never be Subah of the provlttce. * A fpeecli 
lb arbitrary that it amounts to a public!: dedcratian, that in opik vio- 
lation of all laws, he is lefolved m ufurp the govcniruenr. |iow 
different is this from his folemn proteftaiion, that he refer ved no ani- 
luofity to the Nabob, jpr that he had nothing mom f imereiy at heari; 
than reftorliig peace to the comitry? We flutfer ouAelves, upon 
mature coafideration Mr. Dupleix’s^good Cafe will lead liiui to lay 
ahde a fcheme fo contrary to the eftabiiihed laws of dae cavet^y and 
fo deftru^ive to the people, arid that he will ferioufly tLiiih of peace ; 
to promote which, and t.hat he may be convinced of our good in- 
tentions, we in behalf of Nabob Mahomed Alice Cawn make the 
following propofals. 

Thar the Nabob, as he is determined not to fwerve from tiie rules 
of Ills government, but afford protetfion equally alike to the .Eu- 
ropean nations fettled on the coaft, and to put an end to the anirno“ 
iities the late unhappy troubles have occahoried, wifi make no di- 
ftinddon between the French and Eaglilh, will grant to the French, 
Jagueers to the fall amount of what were poileiled by the Engfiffi 5 
and that no difpute may la future arife, tLoie Jagucers ihall be ib fi- 
tuated as, not to ■ be jkble to any i neon v^uiencies froui the fcuienieiirs 
or ^offeiEons of the Engiilh ; nad that in regard to commerce, both 
nations Ihould enjoy a free circulation through the province, without 
pariMity coekhti 3 and chir the goods pulling or lepaliiiig through 

each 




[ 13 J 

#*acfi others jagiieers (hall iic 7 E b€ Hjible to miy ciiflo'm or 

"*'^TbaE the Frcncli fliall evacuate all places poffeifed by tliem or by 
tlieir order, exclufive of tbefe Jagueers | feall not interfere in tke 
t^abob’s goveiiinient, give protection to, or ainil: fucb of his fiib- 
je£ts who may endeavour to diilurb the peace or defraud him of hb 

ie venues. . r* » 

That when the articles for feciiring to the Nabob his government 
are admfted, the releafe of the prifmiers lhall be fetded la (ucb: maa» 
may be confiftent Vv’ich the fafety of his goveinment. 

That the Nabob wirl give the Myforeans a fecurity for fuch a (nm. 
of money as may upon an equitable itase of the account appear to be 
due to them. 

That a penhoii for Ruxza Saib fhall be agreed on and fettled. 

That in coniideration of the above, Mr. Dupleix lhall, in behalf 
of the French nation, acknowledge and pay all lawful obedience to 
Nabob Mahomed Alice Cawn, as Nabob of the Carnateck, in as 
full and ample marme? as his father Anaverdey Cawn polleffed'fi. 

; ■ That the 'King of Tamore-lhaft ei^oy/his cou^^^^ 
^■;|t6Biany'mbieftafe^ ■ ''ff f'/ 

That this treaty be figaed by Mr. Dupleis, as governor, &c* 

■ coimcil of Pondichery, and Thomas Saunders, ^governor, kc. cotin-’ 

' Fort Mth‘r the 

affixed by Nabob Mahomed Allee, Subah of the Camateck,* witk 
the feai of the Circar 5 by the King of, Tanjora wkh his royal feal^ 
■;a|id;the:;':piig,; of ^Myfore'^^ 

;:tpd/that:;who6eVer:'ihfi:ihges: ■ It "ffillfb eiiemyy.': ; : ; 

fend lhaii by the relb be compelled to render fatisfactlon to the party 
a‘*i'?rrleved. That all animoiitles ffiall ceafe, what haspaft be buried 
oblivion,' aiid:a:|>erfeCf:fefendlhip^^ 

. ' :T1mt: as: the .Muence^Mr.: I)Tipiei%,\'a^^ 
f Md'Mr. Sabnders,vgovernof oF’Madrafsj' haveoh the to^^ 
ers is well known, Mr. Saunders h ready'to concert meafures with 
Ivir. Dupleix for eirabliihing a perfect peace and friendffiip, not only 
ill this province, but on the whole coaft of Coromandel 1 notdoubt-^ 
Ing biii^ if they both fincerely exert their endeavours, it may be with 
facility eiibcted* 

Tq ihe hmnrahh Thomas Saunders, F/yi 
Hoaourabie Sir, 

The inciofed letter we received from the French deputies yeftor-' 
day, which we deterred anfweriog til! «he Tappies came in, expedl:- 
kg your further inlf;rudtions, as they might' m toe meafure direcl* 
■tis iiidoiaf it 5 but as we have not yet heed favoured with them, we 

‘ determined 
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caemw ,0 Sri ,hc of „h;oh , oop, olfo co„« 

We have confined ourfelves as ftriaiy as the fubiea will 
us to your former direaionsj and bavins the befit of fli» 
we thought it our duty to enforce k. "^Sunreat, 

Weare, with the greateft tefpea, 

, r .L T Honourable Sir, 

Sadrafi, 30th January, Your moft obedient 
t 7 S 4 . 2 P.M. Humble Servants, 

Robert Palic. 

Henry Vansittart, 

Vanfittart, D./utus of the EngUjh nation. 

It is very true that we propofed to voa to beoin om- . 
by the expofition and examination of the pieces *that miirlip r *^”''** 
our reciprocal pretenfions: it Is the naturafmethod, if itt hSd 
proceed according to the rules of juftice To tb;«: ^ 

wi* honourable-* Mr. SauSers L ftrS^you 

*A?i pretend to juffify the rights of Maho 

uied AUee. We came here in confidence kat Shad 
them ; but we were miftaken. That did not hindc-r tf, fr„ “ 
ducmg and fubmitting to your examination all our perwanas mAe 
hopes you gave us of procuring immediately from mX| n^har 

Dmed Allee^ and of another fmm of Sha- 


^ were euiploved 

we mvanawe bafis of our negociation. Thereupon, gentlemen. 





I '.'/r-inC 


we reprefented to yon, firf!:, that our condefcenfion to yon intgh^ 
appear exceliive, in that tve fobmitted our pieces to you on the 
diirant hopes of feeing yours. In reality, would it be decent that 
we fhould be fobjeS; to undergo an examination on the part of your 
interpreters, without having on our fide the liberty of examining on 
vvliat you carry on a war againft us ? It is true, that we might fiip- 
'Dofe the iaaed of Nazirzing, which is the only foundation of the p>r€-- 
tenfmns of Mahomed Allee, without weakening on rfelves in the kait, 
as we have demonftrated feveral times j but having very juftihable 
occauon to doubt of Its exiftence, v*diy Hiould we give up fuch a iu- 
perabiuidance of right ? ‘ • ■ ■ . . 

V/e had the honour, gentlemen, to tell you, in the fecond place, 
that the delivery of our pieces would only produce dilptues and ufe- 
lefs delays, if Mr. Saunders was indexible on his firft propolition, 
and that we lauft demand, previoufly, to every other thing, a final 
declaration on his part on this article. Thefe, gentlemen, are the 
reafons which made us recall our pieces. We had the honour to men-* 
tioji them to you ; undoubtedly you did not underiland us per- 
fedtly, v/hich makes it neceifary for us to repeat them. 

We ilrallanfwer your remarks on our pieces when yours arrive 
and tve enter upon this examination. Be not furprized, gentlemen, at 
our doubt ofthe exigence of Nazirzlng^sfaned ; if you eitablilli it on 
proofs like what you have mentioned to us, namely, the affi (lance he 
gave Mahomed Allee with a numerous army to put him in pofTef- 
lion of the Carnateck ; this motive of the war of Nazlrzing has 
hitherto been a myilery undiicovered 5 unluckily it is refuted, be- 
caufe ail the world is acquainted with intereils which brought him 
here, and for which he a6led, all of them very foreign to Ma- 
homed Allee. It is moreover known in what light he looked upon 
him, or rather that he would not fee him at all, after the urrtbilu- 
jiate expedition which the laid Mahomed Allee undertook with a view 
of meriting the ianed In queilioii. Nazlrzing thought fo little of 
him, or of his eider brother who was in the fame army for the go- 
vernment of the Carnateck, that at the very time he olFered the 
fame government to many others, the French even not excepted, if 
they would abandon the engagements which they w^ere in honour 
bound to keep. Mahomed Allee himfeif never mentioned this faneci 
till the fucceffes of the Englifli, his prote<Slors, infpired him with 
viev/s 00 Arcot The Engiiih themfeives when they went tojom 
him at Trichinopoly, affigned no other pretext but to get payment 
of five lacks which Mahomed Allee owed them. We do not ad- 
vance this without proofs. At what time w^as the faned in queftion 
cited ? when it wras found neceffary to juilify a train of fa^s by 
colours of jufiice. 

We mull add, gentlemen, to thefe reafons, of which we know 
the infuificiency for forwarding an aceommodatiouj the aiTuranccs 
which we give you afrefli, that we are ready to retrench from our 
rights for the advantage of your nationjf when it feail be no longer 

required 
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required that we mtift be.^*n with afaLdoning them totallv, 
hnowledging Maliomed AHee lole and iawthrmafter of the cLt 1 ' 
tea:. \v e dtfcovered this diipofition ia the fentiments of Mr D,, 
pleix, who fent us. It you are willing to make ule of them, tell 
openly and trankly what you require ; we will anfwer you in a man- 
ner fatisfeaory to yotir nation, in the judgment even of thofe wht 
command it, rad who cannot but be acquainted with the advances 
to towards a peace, it we have liot the happinc!; 

* We have the honour to be, with real refpea • 

Pleafe to commtirii- Gentlemen, ’ 

cate^ Mr. Saun- "Your moll: humble 
ders's anlwer, And oicsfft obedient ServanLS** 

tranfiated from . Fr I I 

the ongmal m Bausett. 

our hands. De Kerjean. 

Kobeiit Palic, 

Henry Vansittart. 

Not dated, but received the 
29ch Jan. ait 12 A. M. 

% the reverend Father Lavaur and Mcfs. De BaulTet and De 
Kerjean, deputies of the Freud mtkn. 
u-entieaien, 

^ ^ If aii the reafons jott are pleafed to give for <isc.!iriirig the cxami- 
nation ot joUr pieces were mentioned at the conference, moft af- 
leredij we did not underftand them, although we paid the ftriclef! 
attention to all that you did us the honour to fay 5 if we examined 
the Perwanas It wasoniy at your,, reqiieir, and to pay a proper re- 
gard to what, by your ov/n confeOioii, was the foundation of joiir 
ngbts. We were willing, gentlemen, to put it in your power td 
juituy yoat pretenlion to the utmoft, that yoa might not have rea- 
lon hereafter to fay that we paid no regard to the pov/ers you pro** 
cmced ^ not that we could conceive the marquis Dnpleix had merit- 
ed io muen/rom the Mogul, or that the' Mogul ihoiild confer £0 
much authority on him, ^ who is known to be the caufe of a calamitous 
war m ms country for fi'/e years together, by which a iar^e part of 
his revenues, not only in this province, but many others^ has been 
itopped, and his dominions kid waite. 

You have endeavoured, gmtkmen, to give fpecious reafons for 
cieclmmg the examination, but yon have omitted the oiiiv materia! 
one ; the difcovery you no doubt made as well as we, that your 
taneds were not of a nature to dand the tell of the ilighteil: exa- 
mmation, of which tne fuperfcrlption on the feal, not to mention any 
oriiers,i§ an iBcontetabJe proof: truth warns no colourings tofetit 
on, andf^l&ood^is generally detededby afieamg to ky on toO* 
fiff of eminence you intitle’ 
. e moit mihmtick^ carries its own conviclioa along with it, wlrnt 

judgment 
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i?idgiiient an we fctmj gcntleineri;/ of -yotiT/'Otlier p’iecei? The 
iil'jiieft compliinfint we can pay them muft be only to place them id 
tile liiiBC* rank. Your illence on fo material an article wall be looked 
iiponasa very ftrong proof, if v/e wanted others, of what ad-- 
vuficed. Our not having the faneds . of Anaverdev/Cawn'to pro'-. ' 
duct, could be no reafoii for yotir deeiining.' the- examination of 
yours, which, had they been genuine, '.-would no‘t hate fulfered by,' 
being proclaimed totlie, w’hole world. ■ ■ The ma-rqnis Bupielx him- 
feif, m his letter to Mr. Saunders of the' 2'5tli December, ■ fpeaking 
of the powers lie WJ’as iiiveft.ed. with to treat edneerning. the' intereifs 
of the Caniateck, makes this propofal. , 

if yen do nor give credit to what I have had the honour to 
■ write to you very particularly on that fubjedt, I am able and 
ready to ju idly it you may therefore cdminiffion your deputies 
“ on this head, or fend fuch perfon to me as you Ihall think fit, and 
I will him the original wi-itings.’’ Thefe writings* we have 
fsen, and given you liiianfwerabie reafons why we cannot think them 
original ; and you, gentlemen, have, tbo; much penetration not to per** 
delve the fo.rce of them. , 

It is very triie, that all the world is acquamted with the interefi: 

.- that bro.il ght Nazirziiig into this province ; . it .w?as. to.telfore , order,, 
and to punilli thofe that had been- the ditlurbers:- of it. - -.To this end 
he wrote to the Englifii to ailiil the family of Anaverdey Cawn a-^ 
gainll: all invaders ; .and it-is'.-ibr this reafon confirmed by-.-die autho- 
liry derived ffom him to bis fou Malmmed Aiiee, afterwards named 
Anaverdy Cawn, that they have corifiandy fupported him. Thai 
Nazirzing offered the government ot this province to the French, : 
contradicts ail his other adions ; and as to the article you advance a- 
bout the five lacks, as the caufe of our joining him at Trichinopoiy, 
it ferves only to corivlnce us how little you are acquainted with what 
pafei at that dme. 

You are very prelflng, gentlemen, in you'r demand of our final, 
declaration on oi»r firtl article, but do not on your part make anf 
propolals for the fatisfadion of a prince who, both by his titles and 
fucctiFes, has a right not only to be firfi confidered, but to be himfelf 
tlje fource from whence all ether parties Ihould derive a juft fatif- 
fiuTon, and whichp we renew oUr almrances, he is ready and willing 
to give. 

As ibon as we receive Mr. Saunderses final anfwer, we ftmli make 
you acquainted with it: aod we uraft requeft. on our partailb, that 
you will communicate tht final refolution of Mr. Dupleix, which we 
fificerely wllli may tend to promote a happy end to our aegociatiom 
¥/e have the hoaoiir to be, wkh perfect refpedlp 
Geatlemen, 

Sadrafs, 30 th Your moft obedient humble Servants,, 

E7*54. Robert Palk» 

He R Y ¥ A 1*1 s rr T A R T* 
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To Mejfrs. Palk and Vanfutart. 

Gentlemen, 

t have this minute received yours of the 30th, with a tranflate of 
OTe^trom the French deputies, and your reply, which I approve 
1 his morning our ihttruiftions were forwarded to you, fo that I have 
only to remark, 

That an examination of Mr. Dupleix’s Powers was what he ear. 
fieftly infilled on ; and that certainly thole powers fliould be firf- 
proved anthentick, as on them he founded his authority to theriv'r 
Kiftna, &c. isbutreafonable. ^ ‘ ' 

The reafon they give for declining the examination is trifling. 

Mr. Dupleix has not fent the originals, but copies, and faw that 
the former may beinfpefted by any perfon fent to him ; and you cer- 
liberty of replying,, that the originals are with 
the Nabob, and may be infpefted in the fame manner" 

Thofe gentletnen Ihould fufpend their judgment of Shahabedey 
Cawn’s faned till it was examined ; ftrong lofpicions are what any 
one may fuggell. They ought to be regarded as Inch, but will ne- 
ver be thought convincing proofs. 

The gentlemen feem to acknowledge, at leaft not to denv, the 
faned from Nazirzlng. This juftifies the Nabob’s condna in fup- 
pornng his right, as it condemns Chundah and' hi.s allies in in- 
vading it. . 

^ They faw orir propofals, and afterwards delivered a memorial of 
ianeds. Why Ihould they retraa them tillbv my ar.fw'er they were 
allured that I was inflexible .? and this they certainly could not know 
before they received it 

The motives of Nazirsing's coming into the province you have 
veryjuftiy explained : that the government was offered to the French^ 
tlii now I never heard, and might venture to affirm in the negativei 
1 be Myforeans made a frnitlefs intereil for it. Mauphus Cawn, 
the Nabob's eldeft brother, did not bid high enough. Mahomed 
Allee was always reputed the Subah. The reafons affigned for our 
joinmghim^at Triciimopoly are notorioufly falfe and^ fcandalous, 
for at that time he was not indebted to us. 

\^hat do thefe gentlemen mean- by we fliall do fo and fo.?* Who 
gave them the power ? Mr. Dupleix may talk thus in Pondicberr 
araongft his haves ; I do not doubt but they know his difpohdon, 
and poffibl^ may approve it as little as we do. Surely Mr. Dupleix 
does not think we are begging a peace, and will accept of any terms he 
pleafes. I obforve^they are particularly fond of granting advantages 
to our nation 5 this is deligned to appear plaufible at home ; but how-- 
ever, we lhall take care to fecure the peace of the country, and ever 
have before m his defigns on the whole coalL I think k will not be 
auiiff to alk them, as we are treating for the Nabob, whether by 
theft offers they mean to offer m a bribe to be villains, md betray 
th® truft repofed In us* 

Their 
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'Flieir fm&ds are fo defe£th''e, we can hy nd means allow tlieri 
'\VitiiOGt iVkbomed Allee’s enjoying the Subahibip no peace can eo" 
file ; and when tliefe articles are agreed on, that of the French prF 
Toilers, a knotty article, remains to be adjufted in a manner confdlens 
the ieciirity.of the Nabob. . ConTiderlng the difpoiltion of 'Mr« 
biipleix, little,. I believe, inclined to drop, fo darling a' .kheme, . I atp 
6f ooinion the conference will terminate nnfiiccersfnily. This ad- 
vantage indeed we fhali reap from it, that our reafonable Incii- 
nations for peace wdll be manifefted to the piiblick, and his 
hollile difpofitioii, with the falfity of the atithority on which he 
fbonded .it- ■ ■ • 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your mofi: obedient Servant, 

Thomas Saunders. 

To the honcurabie Thomas, .Satinders, E/f; 

. Honourable Sir, , y. , ,' • ■ 

fnclofed is a letter v/e received iaih night, in anfwOr to ours of 
vefttrday, on which we miift obferve, hrlt. 

That as they communicated' their ■ pieces to us. in :,a curfory. 
v/ay, we had not then time fuhlcient to examine them, but 
^liough to remark, that the firO: was not dated, and you are al- 
ready acquainted v.?ith our objedtions to the jail, which can never^ 
#e apprehend, ^ be confuted : indeed by their method of jea- 
foiling they give up what they w'ouid be thought to defend. 
Secondly, ^ 

The only origirial, iioW fb'r the lirfttime called a kttp orfaned^' 
was reprefented to us to be of the ftrongeil validity 5 and if they had’ 
it double, they never once hinted it when it was produced 5 even all 
their pieces at our firil conlerence were reprelenCed as originals, and 
ac was not till the Copies were beginning that we found they were 
btheiv.dfe. It is true, Mr. Vanfrttart did periife the paragraph from 
, Ivlr. Dupieix, which was at the. end of a very long letter, from 
whence we are inclined to think it was inferted there, on purpofe j 
but even here we believe the epochas will not agree : And as to their 
OiTuring at the fame time to fh'ew him the original, they vci'y well 
kri^'W vve had no interpreters, and if v;e had, we veyy much doubt 
If they would have fubmirred it to their examination. Mr. Van- 
fuiart’cieclined it. beenuTe they might I>ave alferced aiterwards that 
he had feen it with his own eyes. V/e leave it to you to make the 
iiecHility remarks o'n their method of accounting for the midake at 
Delhi. Thirdly, 

No anfwet at all is k Teems the bell they .can give to 
this article, as well as to fome others contained in our letter, 

' Foiirtliiy, 

An aiifwer to their propofab you fee is pofitively expeded before 
thev pro’ceed any fwthet : we fhali waif nil the tappies corns' in, and 

' ^ ' B z ' , 





if we lia^e-not tlie pleafure ta liear from yoii» we Hiall give 
them a very Hiort anfwer to tlieir letter. We could multiply re- 
marks to them, but we apprehend tliofe v/e have already made will 
be thought fufRcient.. 

We are, with the greateft refpeQ:,. 

Sadrafs, 3ii: Jan> 1754.. Honourable Sir, ' ' 

, ' 9 A. M. Your moft obedient humble Servants? 

.■ ■ Robe'rt Paxs.".-' 

^ 'HeU'RY' ¥ ANSI T TART. 

... Meffrs. Falk /2f?i^/.Vanliltart, deputies of the. Englijh: nation., ' 

' O-entlemen, , 

Not to multiply writings, we have the honour to reply as brlefif 
as polfible to the different articles of your laff letter. 

Firft, We did communicate our pieces to you,- and gave you 
{uiiicient leifiire to examine them. We only refufed to let you have 
copies till you fliould communicate yours ^ when this is done, we 
will produce ours again with all confidence, and we will refute by 
them ail the inferences you ftrive to draw for the prefent from our 
rcffifaL We will alio produce the originals without fear, provided 
you do the lame on your part. 

Secondly, The only original that we have hitherto lliewn you, 
is the letter or faned of the Great Mogul which we brought with 
us, having it double, as we told you when we produced it. As 
this is a decifive piece, it could not be feet without dithculty. We 
immediately advifed the marquis Dupleix of what you remarked to 
zis on the iubjedt of the epoch marked at the bottom of the feal 
The following is the anfwer he feiit us immediately on the receipt 
of your letter : As to the date of the fealy I can fay nothing to you 
on that fiihjeei^y it nxjas the duplicate that I deli^oeddym : hut to dif 
fipate all doubts 07 i that fuhjeBy I fend you no^ Kfjhat at frji 
dif patched to me^ mohkh is dated the iiih of the month Rejuh, tie 
^thyear of his reign ; and upon the chop is the year of the Hegyra^ 
1163. Hhis is ‘what ^juas delivered to me hy Us Bachi Ca<w?^ 
di [patched to bring it me. 

" Such is the franknefs with which Mr. Dupleix anfv/ers on thk 
fubjett. Mr. Vanfittart faw this paragraph of the letter with his 
owm eyes, and we offered at the fame time to ihew him the original, 
which we hadjufi: received. It is impoffible, gentlemen, to de- 
clare in a more polite manner than you have done, the liifpicioiis 
you affedt to form on this piece, and v/hich you would extend to 
all the others. Ail of them, it is true, muff be equally mfpicious to 
you. But in reality, gentlemen, if we were capable of counterfeit- 
ing, do you think we ihoiild be fo little upon our guard as to be 
miftaken in the date of the Hegyra, and to make ufe of two differ 
rent Seal$. The writers at Delhi might do the latter by making iiie 
' of the feal of the reigning emperor for the firft dlfpatcli, and' of tliQ 
ftal df his predeceffor, wdiich apparently came firft to their hands, 

for 



' for tlie dilpatcfi they afterwards made l>j .way of duplicate j but 
fuch a piece of negligence, if it is one> is a proof of the triuli of 
die piece. Make whom you will the judge, and he will tell you 
diat the difHculty you make is at the very time a proof of the force 
with which this piece is iiiveibd. 

Thirdly, I'he reproach yo.u dirow.on the marquis Dupleis, as 
being the caufe .of the troubles of the country, might with more 
rjitice be applied to the chiefs of your nation ; but whatever advau- 
aige 'we might be able to make by entering on this fubjedt, we pafs 
it "nightly over as fiiperfiiious. In the lame manner we fay no- 
thing of the motives that induced the Gra,nd Mogul to recom- 
penfc the marquis Diipleix ; it w'ould be ealy to fiiew them, but 
die le tter of this emperor fubfiils. Mliat is the ellentlal. 

Fourthly, Laying afide for the preient all allegations of which 
we have not yet got the proofs in writing, we will prove to you 
by a loyal letter from Mr. Saunders himielf to Chundah Saib, that 
he intereited bimfelf at the beginning for Mahomed Alice, only 
on account of what this kill owed, ov v/as'fald.to ow.e,^., to the 
Erigliih nation. We expeS to be foon enabled to coniirni this 
to yen by other pieces of your chief's, and to make you alio agree, 
if you ¥/ili enter upon the proofs, that the Engiilh acknowledged 
Chundah Saib for governor of the Carnateck. 

It is for us, gentlemen, to expect on your part an aafw^er to the 
propofals we have made you ; tell us if they are iatisfa^tory or not ? 
We do not allow, as you know of the precedency to be given to 
the infereils of Mahomed Ailee, but we have nut^ negledled them 
in our propofals, and when ever you pleafe we^ will fettle the pro- 
per eftabllihriient which is to be procured for him. 

Sadrafs, 30th Jan. 1754. We have the honour to be, 
Tranllated from the originstl , .Gentlemen, ■. 

in our hands. Your moil obedient humble 

Servants, 

Robert Pa. LK. L , Lavaur. 

Henry Vansittart. .Baosett. 

'De Ker/ean, 


To A£^rs.Falk afiti Vaufittart 

lemen, 

replied to your letter, of the 30th wdren I received that 
with a tranfiate of ope to you from the French deputies. 
Mr. Dupleix preiTed the examinaiion, it was without li- 
and without any reference to tliofe ot the Nabob’s, 
cult is it to give to faifity even the appearance or^ truth, 
circumftances offered to fupport it often tend tp the ex- 
; and thus in regard to the paper called -the Mogul's fa- 
iplicate is fomething extraordinary j but that this dujgli- 
Id differ in fo effential a point from wlia't, after the faihty 
ed^ is produced as an original^ Jerves only to c<Jiivince 
B a 



more ftpngly of tbe Invalidity, and to give us tlie greateft reaidn 
l^elieve ’ that what ever defers might be found in the reft, as fooii 
as noticed would be amended, widiout the lofs of time or trouble 
pf fending to Delhi 5 and therefore I think we maj/ perfift in our 
objedion- to their validity, and v/ave all further enquiry, as it will 
only give them an opportunity to recover from their error, wheres? 

It now turns much ib our advantage. 

The franknefs with which Mr. Doplelx anfvVers on the fabje 6 ': 
(as to the date of the feal I can fay noihiri^ to you on that fubj^^) 

IS a truth that ferves to corroborate his v/eaknefs In oftering to found 
Hs authority on a fallity, and his chicanery in having tlic Mogulk 
leal in fuch readlnefs to fupply its defed. The e>:ciiic aiieuvardl: 
framed is equally as abfurd. 

' ■ The afperiion that we' engaged In the war on .account of' money.- 
owed by Mahomed* Alice to the Englilh nation, is falfe and (canda- 
lous, Inciofed is a copy qf that letter to Chundali Saib, dated 3d 
Auguft, 575 a long time after the war commenced. I’ricbino- 
■poly was mortgaged, Mr. Dpplcix was informed of it, and fo 
great was the affront he offered us, as to anfwer that our colours 
Ihould be no fandion tp us. More will be laid on this occaiion to 
Mr. Dupleix wdien he poilibly may not expedt it. 

By w^hat I have wrote you, you will be able to return the prq«: 
per anfw'er. Do not prels any farther examination of faneds, it 
will be of no eftedt', when they can fo eaftly at Fondichery on every 
occafion have In readinefs a proper feal for the Mogul, and w/ithoin: 
doubt for his pfHcers. ‘ 

! am, Gentlemen, 

Fort St. George, the Your uioft obedient Servant, 

iftFeb. 1751- Thomas Saunoerj;. 


To the honourable Thomas Saunders, Efq ; 

Honourable Sir, 

Yefterday we were favoured wdih your letters of the 51ft ]a 
^luary and ift inftant, and in the afternoon we received the aaiwer 
from the French deputies, of which we have ju It iinilLed the frant'- 
lation we now inclofe you, with a copy of our letter to tli.m of 
the 1 ft. 

Their arguments are all foiinded oh a fuppofulon of the rlghtL’ 
of the marquis Dupleix. We ihaii therefore make the proofs vre 
have feen of the invalidity of thefe rights the principal object of 
our reply ; and as they have at once rejetled all our propoials widi- 
out even anfv/enng them, they are very evidentlyYietermined :o 
borne to no leafonable accommodation. We lhali tliefeibre tell 
them it is to no purpofe to wait for an anfwer from the marquis 
Dupleix, as Hs defigiis are plainly' publiftied in the letter ; and that 
if they can give us no better hopes of a fucceisful congrefs, wc 
are ready to fet out for Madrafs 5 fo we iiiall probably v;ait om 
fou oUrfelve's with the copy of our anfo^er* 



the hrit piirap’rapli of our letter to tneni ot tuc 
w, as that intft fkiermrne: perhaps they have applied 
^harate article milead of their pf^tkje anfvssr, to yd'ucii 
fiainlv-i that we can hardly think it poOlbie they fnoUid 

,d it without forne deiign. 

Vv e are with the greateft relpetl^ 
Honourable Sir, 

dth Feb. ' i754'» ' ' mo.ft obedient humble 
>’ A. 'M. : Servants, 

^ ■ Robeut- Palk. 

Henry Vansittart 


.aviiur and Mejp's^ De Baufet and De KeC'' 
0 f the French nation, 

-'il anfwer to your memorial, oui 
and propofais, and our freih propbfals toge- 
to which we dellre your pofmve am 
the continuance or end or the con- 


"Tis the reverend hather 

jean, deput. 

Gentlemen, 

\Ve annex hereunto our genera! 
reply to your anfwer i ^ ^ 

ther with a feparate article 
fwer, as that mu ft determine 

With to your letter of the 30th of January, itistrue, that 

you communicated your pieces to us in a cur for 7 manner. e at 

mt however, time to examine diem ail, but iuteent .to difcover the 
defers we have already reprefented to^you. c n 

You cannot forget that the only oxigmal, now for -the hut time Cu,l- 
ted a letter or faned, v/as repreihnted to us to be of the ftrogeic va» 
liditv 5 and if you had it double, you never once hinted it to us 
when it was produced ; even at our hrft conference we imaerirood 
that ail vour pieces were to be looked on as orgnials, and it vvat. 
not till the copies were beginning that wc found diey were other- 
wife. Nothing can be termed a duplicate that is not in every rc- 

foedl an exact copy of the original. , , , r 1 

‘ We coaid umltiply remarks, but we appreliend tnole we lit re 

rnnfidered^ will be thought tiuk- 


Sadrafs, ift February, 


Jnfwer to the three Memorial, accompanied ^ith a Letter from 

the FjigiiJh Deputies f dated the ift Fehmty i 7 > 4 ‘ 

T?e mraa of the reafom you have 5° 

^ree metnorials, accoinpamed with a letter, would loon be uauc. 


r 



if ws were to leave owt the vam allegadops 

be refuted, and' the reprpadies Kail b^comt 
3s tiien reduced to a conllantfuppofition, withm,’? Ar 

fr of Mahomed^ Allee.' Belr then with 1 ?" ■ 

this right j this anfwer, gentlemen would fuial; to 
have hitherto fold to us. But we are behdes wii in. 0 LS 
perplexity thisqueftion puts you in, and to imuhtcZrlf 
tsnot your fault, if yo 5 cannot anfwer it but t lS 
for certain rvhicli you ought' to prove. ' 
i lilt, /ou ougnt to prove, accordiusra vom ali.=-."ir:o^, ,1 . 
the government of the Carnateck ti-as given 10 hflthon^d Ah' ' 
yVe SK wait.ag ready for this proof, iuppofin? how-.-er thai v-'" 
were to reccire it, tt would not help your affair^much: ' "" 

Sccoaidly, 1 oil fliould I'm ther prove, that nretf^n ^'>,4 
nation of Mahomed Aliee haa not 00';. rel-oaS , ^Ikuc "I'hf':::- 
jour ilumbling block. The faoeds oTanced to CKut> \at 
two immediate fucceffors of Nar,ir2ing,^one of wimm is'‘,T Sv? 
ing, hops you beyond a poffibilty of pafin. unv iu-th-r" "v 
are obliged to apply to accufing us of khfoy! Do yrk Aon S 

tE° cl f tl'.roy/i fo Ijohrlv op 
the chief Of the deputies ot the French nation j before vou hn* 

ployed thisrefource m adciperate caiife, j-ou ought to have oiwn 
a little more attention j for upon what would vou found it i> dpoti 

fo 'loudly, to give ku 
topics of our pieces, after having coninmnicated tfae'm to wu kd 
g^enjou a lift, at the fame timS that you evade the exhibition „f 
y . Jou have any 5 k 13 not too much to treat ip-^on equ'^lh*.' 

■wrhmifii, ■ hfoduce to US tiiots that vcu mention as Tour title • 

^uhout fhewing them, you may % as often as vcu will,' that om- 

IhXfo^ liberty' to contintfe tVcX • 

thole which you have maoe would in&re ur, if we had o'-.Vior 

amount.? The faned, you lay, or phirmaund of the Great Mo- 
gul, which we have once called a letter which according to von 
makes an article agamic it’s validity, has not the fipn raamfal k'‘tS- 

cXurXtefoX vou cuftoai of tl^ 

court, before you hazard the anlw'er you make us It is 

okt J ® luperannuated. Do vou 

pretend that the emperor mult change his feai every year, and that 
he can never mate ufe of that of his predecelTor, aldik gh it be the 
lame, except juft the date of the time of its being made?? Do tou 

to,,, tlie„.,„koo„wledffe of rlie whole world' - 'bv ' 

dit 5 becaule the writers in the difpatch of the duplicate made ufe 

cf 



an Qldet feat tria;a tliat of tlie firfl: difpatch. We have replied 
”n an inconteitibie manner to this chicanery ; and we ihali only adc!„ 
chat upon the arrival of this phirmaund, the marquis Dupleix not 
only coimiiiinicated it by a copy fent to Mr. Saunders, but alfo of- 
icrcd to tend him the original by two counfeilQrs, which Mr. Satin- 
,iicrs refufed. You it had not in your power, gentlemen, thus toe- 
'vade the communication,' -but an accufadon', of 'falfiiy was your re- 
loarce, as it has been before to the Engliili iipon fome occafions when ■ 
they had no anfwer to iiiake. This did not fuffice to relieve you 
from your perplexities: the Invalidating of the phirmaund being 
proved in the manner we have feen, , mull, comm-unicate itfelf .by ‘a, 
kind of contagion to all tbs other pieces j upon which, however, 
you have with-held your remarks.'" Mr. Yanfittart only told us 
verbally, that they were nothing but copies, and that he thought 
we had produced them on the foodng of originals. We told you 
however at that time, that we had brought only copies atteiled by 
die Gaudy, and that we did not care, without -neceflity, to Ox- 
pofe any more than the original, becauie we had that double. Mr. 
Vanfittart thinks reqiiifite to contradict us alfo in that circiunilance : 
be that as it will, it has very little regard to the force of the thing, 
and we only mention it to Ihew the dlfpofidon in which you came, 
gentlemen, or in which you were fent ; that Is, to feize every ftraw 
to keep you here, and not to forward the end to which we ought ail 
10 ilrive. You are neverthelefs very zealous for the publick good, 
and for the maintenance of the fundamental laws of the kingdom. 
You declare to us that thefe two points made you take up arms. 
Thereupon w’-e uPk; you in the firft place, who gave you the neceffary 
authority for that ? Is it Mahomed Allee, Nabob by your favour ? 
.but you relapfe always into a circle of errors, fuppofing 'what is 
to be proved and w^hat you cannot prove. In the iecond place, we 
.refer you yourfeives to the two great objects of jufeice, w^ith which 
you defend your caufe, which are, who troubled the publick re- 
■pofe, and who troubles it tlill ? We refer you to the letter in w^hich 
the marquis Dupleix has detailed to Mr, Saunders liimfeif the 
practices of your nation, and to which the iail made no reply: 
fhowever, gentlemen, when we mention in this manner the Englilh 
nation, we only mean fuch as have had a part in the pradices In 
pueilion, wdiichmany among you condemn :] remark in this detail 
* 4 diat was the ilate of affairs before } ou frirred up Mahomed Alice. 
Chundah Saib acknowledged, not only by the country, but by the 
Engihh themfelves. Hogee Addee fent by thefe iail to compliment 
him, and offer him the fslazar [prefent] according to C'ail:om,^the 
fame Vackeel who worked with him to obtain the town oi Stv 
Thome for you, but in vain. The fame negotiation refumed af- 
ter you took poffeffion of it, but Hill without effeCt. On the 
other fide, Mahomed Alice fled to Trichinopoly to capitulate. on the 
confidcrable arrears due by Ills father to the mafer of the Deckan; ^ 
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$ht feme Mahomed Allee who had recourfe to tlic marquis Du 
pleix to be his medjator : this lafl: obtained a pardon and an eiiablifol 
ment for him. This, gentlemen, is vrhat preceded the time ^vhc-' 
the Engliih worked with Mahomed Allee Cawn, to ini*dre"4.n 
with othp views correfpondmg with their defigns. Thcfy nevek. 
theiefs ftill wrote to Chundah Saib in the ible of friends, while 
they were paving the way for Mahomed Allee to revolt. Proorb 
of all this have been furnifned you : let if be judged irom thence 
who began, continued, and fomented the war. 

in vain vou endeavour to turn this, by demandiag that the mar- 
quis DupieiJC ihouid Orew a faned authorifing him to'^ailpf in htliir.c^ 
Anaverdey Cawn and Nazirzing. The queftion is much out of 
place, as it is imprudent. Mr. Dupieix can eauly juilify hiimbif 
on this head ^ and you expofe yoiiriclves to the fame demand on 
the fubjed of the death of Chimdah Saib, a much more horrid 
one, and the circuiinbance's of which prove a crime on all that were 
the authors. But all this is but a digreifion to turn off the atten- 
tion from the Ferwanas, which the marquis Dupleix was fup- 
ported by the ioimediate faccelTors of Nazirzing, and which have 
been contirmed by the Mogul The mention of tliefe Ferwanas, 
as we!! as thofe appointing Sahbatzing viceroy of the Deckan, leads 
us back to the fecond objedl of juftice with which you alFedl to be 
touched. 

What are, gentlemen, the fundamental laws of the country, as 
you caii them, and what is the conilitotio.n of the govermnerit of 
this country ? Is it to acknowledge the Grand fvlogui for hril' ibve- 
reign, the governor general of the Dedcan for the reprefeotative of 
this emperor in the country, and the particular govsrnors appointed 
by the governor general as holding their aufhoriiV from him ? Do 
you conform to thefe laws in difpiitmg the phirraaend of the em- 
peror, and in declining the authority of Salabatzing Leave him in 
die exercife of his authority, every thing will be in order in all 
icfpects, the conhitutian of the government in vigour, and the v/ar 
at an end. If you refufe to acknowledge Saiabatzing mailer of the 
peckan by all the laws, who is the infringer of the laws, and the 
difturher of good order ? lou fee very plainly, gentlemen, and it is 
for that reafon that you bring the fon of Gauzedey Cav^u iino play, 
or rather (for we are wilHog to be more conflderate with regard lo 
you, than you about us) you feizeata venture on the plvantom 
Mahomed Allee pre feats to you, and which he is preparing to pro- 
duce to us by oppofing ^Shaw Abadin Cawn to Sakliat'/ing ; bqt on 
what title } Is it as having obtained the place of' Saiabatzing ? This 
laft^has then been till now the true raaiter, while you have been 
triffing with Ms authority. Belides, ia the ill contrived pieces that 
already tFarilmicted to Nandi Raja, it is fig'nified 
if Abadin Cavrn, that the Caniateck for a long time lias not 
been dependant on . the govemmenr of the Deckaii/ By this it k 
. re-ndeied ufelefe to you to snyefl this ibn of Gauz-edey Cavrn with 

the 
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iiie vice-royaltf of the Deckan, Is it'theiij as Omir BiickHiee,^ tliat 
-Shaw Abadio Cawn ikil difpofe of the Carnateck? But yourfeWes 
have hitherto, with ail People acquainted in this njatter, acknovif- 
kdc^ed that the Carnateck does depend on the Deckan. It is on this 
fcore, that vou fuppcrt the tides which Mahomed Allee Cawn pre^r 
iends to have received from Nazirzing and Gauzedey Cawn. 

" 'v^'hat can be concluded from aii that, except that Mahomed 
/i.llee had a mind to oppofe us with two ’batteries, one of which 
fnouid liipport the other j but he finds that one defiroys the other. 
\Ve Ihew oiirfeives before hand apprifed of this job of work, to the 
end that Mahomed Allee may no longer be at liberty to hnifn it. 

To continue, gentlemen, to proceed according to the eitabliflied 
order ; after acknowledging the viceroy of the Deckan, you fliould 
equally acknowledge him who is now invefted by him with the 
pov/er of governing the Carnateck. This isjM'oocis Allee Cawn 
pf Velourr whofe faned was notified to you in full form. ^ it is true 
that he is fo only by the authority of the marquis Dupleix, but flill 
he is fo by authority which you cannot contefl 5 not by that of the 
marquis Dupleix, but of Sakbatzing. Mr. Duplek, you may fay, 
got him appointed ; confefs in that, his moderation for you and coa« 
^deration for you in confenting, although aCociated in the authority 
"of Salabatzing, that this lad: Ihould appoint to the government of 
the country a Moor’s lord, who has always Ihewn at leafl as much 
" regard for die Engliili nation as for the French 5 to the end that you 
might take no umbrage. In this manner he paved a way to the 
peace he defires, and which you are not inclined to, without giv- 
ing laws to all the legal mailers of^the country. 

Still, to give a turn, you difclalm in favour of the rights of thel% 
a^^ainft the ambition of Mr. Dupleix, which is no more coherent 
than aii the reft of your declamations. The ambition of the mar- 
quis Dupleix never has appeared, nor will appear, other than to 
anfwer the triiftof thofe who have given him authority in this coun« 
try, to preferve their rights, and to procure legal advantages to 
his nation, wbilft the only end you propofe is to difinciiiber the 
country, to difpoffefs the lawful mailers, and to deprive the French 
of what is lawfully due and acquired to them. How can you ad- 
vance, that you have taken no place from thefe laft ; their flag torn 
down by yoar hands, notwithftandmg the protefts ot the French 
commanders contradicts you. You fay with the fame fincerity, that 
you do not poiTefs one place in the Carnateck, while you have com- 
manders and garrifons in them. You advance too that there has 
been no other governor of the Carnateck fince Anaverdy Cawn the 
father, but Mahomed Allee his fon 5 whilft we Ihew you, and prove 
to you, that the faid Mahomed Allee is not,^ that Chunda Saib was, 
and that Mootis Allee Cawn is at preient. ^ Did you Intend, gen- 
iiemeo, to make fools oi us. * ' ^ • j 1 

Ail that we have been cxpofingis a what judgment 

|o formqf your propofals: welM nat'follcw them in detail widi 
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all the fci!d8;jons they offer, it will fiiffice m to fay, firft, th 
will never put the change upon us fo far as to engao-e us tc 
on fuch a foundation as the authoiity of hlahoiiieti Allee 
that you only feek to eifabliih this foundation^ therefore all tl 
cf your propofals are vain and infignilicant. 

Secondly, You feem by them to l-.e afraid to promsie the i 
of the prifoners even after the peace is made ; and you referve 
chicanery to employ on that occafion. However, whether pe 
made, or war, we 'demand of you their luimcdbte liberty ■ 
name of the King our mailer, without admitting the iilual 
that Mahomed Alice does not con lent to it. If Mr. Saundsr.' 
not pay regard to our demand, we ihall conlinue to inuil: o 
point in Europe, where perhaps it is already decided. I'he^ 
will be manifeiled, if it is not already done, the force of the c 





to telltis wBat Is wantmg?»to your ptirpofe. . We offer you be* 
Idesj to procure you on this very cotintry the fum. that Mahomed 
Ailoe indebted to you : this will fave you the trouble and 

delay of a payment to be received on the country which lliall be 
crraiited him/ and which fliali be loaded with many other more- 

Are fucli offers as thefe^ gentlemen, what Ihould appear dnfoleat 
tovoii, or the propofal you make us of fubmkting.to the daws of , 
him whom you make a Prince in Europe : and your Have, in India, ■ 
aitliouEh in veiled with the name of Nabob.-, You' ought not, nof 
camiot^^rsafonabiy expeft that the French ' will "give up .their rights- ■ 
cmd fiibmit to this. You will not perfuade 'them ' to .it,., neither by 
lending vidories to Mahomed Allee, no,r :by"-alledgiiig:.a right which ;■ 
poiledioii, or rather force, gives you. ■ 

^ We will, however, comniunicare, according- to . the duty of our 
conrmillion, your propofalsto Mr. Diipieix ; and we fhall have the 
honoor to commumcare his anfwer, partkulaiiy on the article which 
you call decifive, and of which vre yet comprehend nothing. 

We have the honour to be, with real refped. 
Gentlemen, 

Your moil obedient humble fervants, 

Fr. L. Lavaur. 
Bausett. 

De Kerjeaau 

T 7 Mejfrs. Falk and Vanfittart. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have received your letter of the 4th February, with a copy of 
one to the French Deputies, and tranflate of their anfwer to you? 
feverai pieces. Though this paper is very prolix, yet I can per- 
ceive nothing in it but what k eailiy confuted 

Mr. Dupleix earnefdy preifed, and thefe gentlemen offered to 
examine the feverai papers called faneds^ certainly thefe Ihoiild bo 
proceeded on hril:, not only for the above leafons, but as Mr. Du- 
pleix places lb great firefs on them as thereon to found Jiis authority 
for the government of the whole country j and this furely mull be 
proved Txdbre it can be fubmitted to. 

We have not refufed to prove Mahomed Alice’s rights ; attefted 
copies of the faneds have been wrote for, 'and will be fent fox thofe 
gentlcmeifs perufai : thufe pieces, fo far from having been revoked, 
have been coniirmed. 

If papers, produced aa legal proofs, are upon exanimaiion found 
defective, andweasfuch rejeft them, ^ds reafon'abie and juil, and 
no refieaionon the French ’Nation $ for they cannot expert an im- 
plicit fubffiiOion to their papers, without they carry with them the 
neceifary force : thefe do not, and that thofe gentlemen were fenff- 
We of it, fuiiciencly appeared by their fuppreffmg any furtheren- 
quiry. We are very well informed of the cullom of the court, that 
©a the deceafe of an Emperor his feal Is totally Md aftde, and the 

feal 
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feat of the reigniag Fnnce made life of : befides, does it not appear 
very extraordinary, that upon this faned’s proving defeaive, Mo- 
ther ihould fpring up in fo ihort a time as a fet of'Peons coiiid 
from Sadrafs to Pondichery ^ is It not equally fo, that in a patent of 
a publick nature, of ftch coufequeiice as ia transfer the rio-ht of 
icingdoms, the duplicate, and what is called the origimil, Ihoiild 
differ fo much ? ^ 

Our authority to fopport Mahomed Allee is from Nazlrzing, Gan-, 
zedey Cawn, and Gauzedey Cawifs fod. This you have no occa-^^ 
fion to^ gratify them in mentioning, as his lawful right is a fuiiiciens 
authority for oiir fuppoTting him. 

Mr. Dupleix has wrote me many things, and I have anfwcrcd' 
them j not is there any letter of his uarepiied to, I have proved 
to him that he is the author of the war ; but to what purpoie) The 
refufal of concurring in the reafonable propolais for peace faliici- 
entiy demonftrate it. 

That Hodjee Addee was fent to Chundah Saib is fcandaloufly 
falfe ; fb iat from it, that on the death of Nazirzbg he was fui- 
pended from his employ, and has never been trailed fince. 

The fortune of war throws down all dltlindion. If Mahomed 
Alice did apply to Mr. Dtipleix, which is dot certain, did not Mr„ 
'Jbupleix aUb, when Seringhain was on, the point of fnrrender, ap«. 
ply to him and offer him 1 richinopoiy } 

I do not apprehend the calling upon Mr. Dupleix to produce his 
authority for oppofirig a legal Prince is unreafonable ; if he cannot 
produce it, it will be coDcFuded he has none : to fay that he carr 
eafily juflify himfelf, and to evade juflifying himfelf (which he 
always does) will by all mankind be looked upon as a convincing 
proof that he is in the wrong. 

We agree that the fundamental laws of the country are to ac- 
knowledge the Mogul for firfr fovereign, the Viceroy of the Deckara 
for hisreprefentadve in that country,"and the particular governoi’a 
by him appointed as holding their authority from him. This is the 
rule we have always made the government of our condudl ; 
Mogul we acknowledge ; fslazirzing as his Viceroy we obeyed 5 
and Maiiomed Aiiee as his governor, in dillrefs we allifled. Oa 
the death of NVirzing w^e continued our a{]iilariCe to Mahomed 
Alice, till a fuccelTor, Gaiizedey Cawn, was appointed ; and agree- 
able to his diretlions, we perfevere in our alliance to the Circar. 
We could confute even the foundadon of Mr. Dupleix^s authority 
for Sakbat'/ing never had a faned for the Deckan ^ but as he is at 
the head of a large army, it is a prudent meafure to avoid k. As 
Mr. Dupleix lays down this progrefiive rule for us, ought he not to 
obferve it himlelf? Infteadot faying he canealily juftify himfelf, fet 
him produce his authority for depofmg Anaverdey Cawn, and mur- 
dering Nazirzing ; and as he cannot deny that Gauzedey Cawr/ 
was Viceroy of' the Deckan, how comes it that this faned does not 
appear ? bhaw Abadia Cawn derives hk right to the Deckan from 

tlWf 



the Mogul Of wliat force 
who has acknowledged the Nabob 
jnentioning of this aifo, as I have 
inade by Mootis Allee Cawn with the Nabob, 
have a letter from Mootis Alice Cawn, defirinrg 
gence.. 

iViootis Allee Cawn's agreement; 
they intend to o.ake fools of us, or we of them, 
taken, nx>] 


h the mentioning Mootis A flee Cawn, 
'Awb'?/ However,, we-muib wave thd 
have only the copy of the agreernenf 
' " V b. ■ At the fame' thrfe i 
^ ' J ^ letter of indul^ 
hen we fhall in a few days have the attelked copies of 
it will plainly appear wliethet 
We have not 

are we in pofFeiTion of, any places belonging to the 
French ; wherever we have any force in’ the Circar’s forts, the/ 
are imder the orders of the Nabob. 

We have no prifoners of the French King's j as a proof of this, 
all the odkers have given their parole to Mahomed Allee, which k 
an acknow’ledgment they were his prifoners 5 and though feverai of 
our men and officers have been taken prifoners, we have never de- 
manded them of Mr. Dupkix, except thofe thaf, contrary to the 
law of nations, Mr. Dupleix ordered to be feized as they were go- 
ing to St. David from Madrafs with regular palTpotts ; befides, we 
declared we treated in behalf of the Nabob ; therefore this is a de- 
viation, and foreign to the intention of the conference. 

The four th article is grounded on a fuppoiition of the legal power 
of Salabatzing, and the illegal one of Mahomed Allee. The firib 
has not been proved, nor the latter confuted. 

There never was that tribute v/hich the French deputies men- 
tioned fixed on Madrafs ^ therefore how ridiculous is' it to make ant' 
offer of what does not exiRs and as to the offer of procuring us 
the money, Nabob Mahomed Allee is indebted; ’ds but an oifer, 
and not a certainty ; and no dependency can bo bad on an olfei? 
from thofe who have not a power to fulfil it. 

If the French have any rights they Ihould be proved, arid then; 
will not be difpured, but acknowledged; but if fuch proofs are 
BOt produced, Nabob Mahomed Allee will conclude that the 
French are deaf to all reaibnable propolals for an accommodation, 
and are determined to continue their alliance with rebels, which 
mull: compel him by real victoiies (which he has already had) to 
convince them he will defend his government againft all unlawful 
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„ - _ ^ Gentlenieiij 

K ■ obedient Servant, 

Sth Feb. 1754. Thomas S.'kUNDERs. 


rt 'T^obias Sannders. £/a. 

Honourable Sir, 

Inclofed we fend you a copy of our aofwer to the lad lett- 
rom the French deputies, which we hope vou will approve Tliev 
bavem ornied tisthat Mr. Dupleix is inflexible, which dc'ermS- 
us^to leave Sadrafs m the morning, unlefs another letter, which 
ihej Imve been preparmg ail day, requires an aiiiwer. 

We are, v/ith the greatefl: refpea, 

cj r It-, Your moil obedient humble Servants. 

badrafs,sthfeb. Robert Pale. 

Henry Vansittart; 


fo the remerend Father Lavatir, and Meffrs. De Bauflet a,idj}^ 

Jverjean, Deputies of the Df'ench nation, 
wntlemen, 

Youaccufe us of vain allegations and fome lubtrlties, eafilvtd 
be refuted, in your anfwer to our laft memorial ,• but we do not 
find you have been able to prove them fo. Refleftioas and re- 

SS.’iSL”’*"'’ «”■ 

You have tegun with alTerting the rights of the Marquis Dit- 
pieix, ^ \ou have endeavoured to convince us of his authority, hr 
pr^ncin^g what has fufiicieatly convinced us that he has none. 

\ ou fliy you are waiting ready for us to prove, that the govern- 
fflent of the Carnateefc was given to Mahomed Alice ; but" at the 
Same tune you. give us to underftand, that it will anlwer no end' 
When It IS proved. Is not this declaring before hand, that you are 
deterromed no laws fhall rcllrain you ? ^ 

\ou would have us further prove, that this nomination of Ma- 

I n revdted ; you % the faneds granted to 

Chunda baib by two immediate fuccefibrs of Nazirzin^, one of 
Whom IS now reigning, flops us beyond a poffibilitv of paSw fur- 
ther. Hy the firft you muft mean Muzapherzing. Did he li'.a; ions' 
be appointed by the Mogul, or did be get his commitrion 
Perhaps the emperor by a ipirit of divination fore- 
to,d Nazirzmgs cruel fate, and .therefore appointed a fucceifor in 
time ; md what is almoft extraordinary, a fomenter of divilionr; 
amongft his fubjefis, and an adual invader of his government By 
njean Sakbatzing, of whom you are confeffedly 
the prop aud fupport. Was this becaufe his appointment of Chundi 
Saw wasof mote validity thaa that of .Anaverdey Cawn by Gauze- 
dey Cawn, who was feat by his mafter to depofe him ? 


When' 





• When Mr. Dnpleix prelTed the examination, it was without liml- 
tatiofi, unci without any reference to thofe of the Nabob. Our 
jciirarks, gentlemen, aioil: certainly akmied you ; but you had a 
Wronger reafon fuggefted to you by your own eyes, as we hav-'e al- 
ready had the honour to tell you, and to prove inconteilably. We ne- 
ver advanced, that the piece frild to come from thePogul was without 
a feaL If vou will 'take the trouble, gentlemen, to turn to our letter, 
or the Father Lavaur’s rranllatioa of it, you will find that it wzs the 
want of d chop that we objected' to. The molt: candid way we ac- 
CDirnf for it k, that coufiderabie perfon, named Us Bachi Cawn, 
has iaipoied upon you* You may alfo recollect, gentlemen, that 
we had’ our doubts of the other pieces, one of them in particular 
was not dated, for which omilTi on Mr. De Kerjcah endeavoured to 
account, by blaming the incorredlxiefs of thefe Eaftern Princes in 
writings of the greateil: confequeiice. If you told us at the firft, 
conference, that you had brought only copies attelled by the Caudyj^ 
we declare to you again, gentlemen, that we did not hear it ; and 
as t4> the plaufible method you have found out of accounting for the 
defects in that faid to come from the Mogul, by calling it a dupli- 
cate j even in your letter immediately in ajnfwer to our objedlionSj 
vou fay nothing of it, no not till after you had received the marquis 
buplek’s letter, m which he thinks it neceiTary to teii you that yours 
is a duplicate. - ^ , 

We were feet, and we came, gentlemen, with the.beft dlfpofition 
io the V 70 rld ^ it was with a ffrong difpofidon to do our utinoik to 
reftore peace to this unhappy country : it Is true, if we will feize 
any thing, they are but itraws to detain us here y for we have the 
misfortune to find that your commilTion will not permit you to for- 
ward the end which you affedt fo much to defire j and if you will 
not, gentlemen, our ftaying longer is to no purpofe. 

if you had made a juft ftatement of the queihion, Who troubled 
the publick repofe ? you would have begun^ with giving us a view 
of the ilate ot the province before you joined your troops to Chunda 
Saib : you would have (hewn us Anaverdey^ Cawn in ^ peaceable poi- 
rellTon of his rightful government, and the country in a hoiinihirig 
condition : you would then alfb have feen that the Englllli did nor, 
take up arms, till the difturbers of this tranquility, cprying defoia- 
tioH to the edge of our own limits, and there Jpreading your Hags 
clofe to our^rcfidency, by virtue of authority tram Chunda Saib, 
obliged us to aflill the lawful Nabob ot the country for the reikora- 
tion of order, and the repofe of the people. 

If ChundaSaib was acknowledged either by the country or the 
Englilh, it is a fecret, gentieinen, which never dH tiow’’ came to cur 
-knowledge, and which we would have been glad to have been^ ac- 
quainted with: we have heard, indeed, that the Fhouldar ol:_^ Veh- 
lour went through the ceremony of being Nabob , at Fondi- 

chery ; hut, if'from.his addons we mayjudge^^hefeems to nave but 
an indifFereiit opiriion of the fights vou £ave given him,, as'iitt.e ai- 



nioit as we tiave of.tlie good inter.ded the Engiiih In the preteuded 
appointment. We allow it, however, to be a great piece of con- 
delceniion, moderation and conhderation in the marquis Dupicix to 
confent that Salabatzing fhould appoint a Moorman to the Carna- 
teck. A'mbitioh is laudable when it only aims at anfwering the fmft 
of tlioie who have* given authority, preferving their rights, and pro- 
curing legal advantage. Could you but prove that the marquis’s 
ended here, we would be the firft to commend It. 

We are treating for Nabob Anaverdey Cawn, wliofe rights in- 
dtlc him to be hrll confidered, but they are found inconfiilcnt with 
the pretended ones of theiuarquis Dupleix.^ and Is it for this rea-' 
fon only that ail our propofals are called =vain and inftgnifaant^ 
or is it, gentlemen, becaufe we will not betray the truft that Is repofed 
'in us.? You. gave us to underftand, what we cannot apprehend, 
that Nayjrzing offered the province to the French if they would 
have' defer ted Chunda Saib. Vvere we fo hrmly attached to a 
rebel ? Then give us alfo leave, as we may do it with more 
jullice, to fupport a lawful Nabob in his government. * 

Mr, Saunders, gentlemen, refers all his tranfaddons to be judged 
of in Europe, wdiere it will be done wnth lefs partiality ; and if 
we may make any judgment from the reafons you, gentlemen, have 
given tis, with, more candour, there will be rnanifefted the many 
affronts w^hich have been coiiriniialiy offered to our nation, by 
laying wafte our territories, and a declaration that* our colours 
Ihouid be no ran6:ion to us, together with the violence commit- 
ted by feking our forces on the open feas, in dire^ contra- 
didion to the peace eifablillied between the two nations : there 
alfo it will be manlfefted, that the Englilli are not the only nation 
wToie rights have .been imaded. 

'In Europe it will alfo appear, that the’Engli^i never confirmed 
any engagements made by Mahomed Ailee for the delivery of 
Ifichinopoiy, which would have been as unjuft in them, as the 
laying it to theirf charge is rafli and imprudent in you 5 and it 
will there be plainly ken, that the marquis Dupleix has ufurped 
an authority which never was conferred upon him, and if we iiiay 
judge from the 'regard Ee pays the emperor, never wdll You 
could not have given your fupenors and ours a clearer demonftra- 
rion to whom the name of Have moft properly belongs, Sakbat- 
7!Dg or Anaverdey Cawn, than your owm declaraticm, that the 
former^ at the, fame time that you call him, mailer of the Decfean, 
had need of the marquis Bupkix’s conient to impower him to 
give a governor to the Carnateck, which is at the fame time 
a conviction of the regard you pay to • the fuadaraeatal laws you 
fo juftly deferibe. 

The 'demand you make to us for the releafe of the Frentli 
prifoners ■ h ill placed you fhotiid apply to the prince againft 
whom you have beeii> and aie carrying on ah imjaft war, and 



lie will releafe them . wlienever it is confiftent with the fafetf of 

his government. 

We do not imderftand what you mean by the article w call 
uniefs you niiiunderfiand our letter of the lil j when 
we defired your pofidve anfwer,.it was to our general anfwer to 
vour memorial, to our reply and new propofals ; becaufe by that we 
might be able to determine the continuance or end of the conre- 
rence. You have lejedled ay thefe propofals with dlldain 5 to 
vdiat^ end then, gentlemen, fhali we wait for an anfwer from 
Fondlchery ? It, will be to little purpofe, tinlefs you can give us 
better hopes of the marquis’s pacifick difpofition, than we have 
hitherto been able to. %rm. 

lire conference then terminates unfuccefsfully. This advantage 
indeed w^e ihall reap from it, that Mr. Saunders’s reafonable inclina- 
tions for peace will be manifell to the piiblick, and allb the marquis 
Diipieix’s contrary dilpofition, v/ith the invalidity of the authority 
on which he founds it. 

We have the honour to be, with perfedt refpedj, 
Sadrafs, 4th Feb. Your mofl: obedient humble Servants# 

1754. , ' Robert Palk. 

Hehry Vansittart'. 

^Q 'MeJfrs, Palk and Vanfittart, 

Gentfemen» '' ‘The 5th of Feb. 1754., 

We fee with great regret an unfuccelsfiil end to our conferences. 
Thefatisfafiiion w^lhall receive from your perfonal cbndudt, and your 
politenefs w'ith regard to us, v/iil not be the lefs fmeere. We will 
not even refufeyou the juflice you claim on the fubjedl of your good 
dlfpolitlon to conclude. We wnli add further,, gentlemen, that 
we do not doubt of your uprightnefs in the alTegarion of the 
fadts you have had occafion to advance. You have followed 
your inilruedons to a tittle. 

It was recommended to you to infiH firmly and ftrongly that 
Mahomed Allee is .the only lawful mailer of the Carnatcck ^ 
and you have done it, gentlemen,' to your beil. It would be 
fuperfiuous to repeat the anfwers w^e have already made you on 
that fubjedt. 

You was told to deny boldly that the Engliih confirmed any engage- 
ment made by Anaverdey Cawn for the delivery of Trichinopoly 5 
and you have done it with fo good a grace, that you proceed 
even to fay, that Juch an engagement ‘would ha^je been as unjujl 
in the Engiijh^' as the accufaiion is rajh and imprudent in us. 
We fee evidently by that, gentlemen, that you have been left 
in ignorance of the pieces we fhali offer to communicate to you 
before our parting : you will then fee the flrongefi: proimfes of Ma- 
homed Allee, repeated, and confirmed by oath / a leuer from 
Mr. Saunders himielf to the Rajah of Maifibre, ^ wherein he tells 
him ia expreis |erms;> m to the or convention 'muermug 
C 3' ’ Trkhimpolp'n 
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■Jrkhinomly^ it is 1 that am anfr.verahle. As this aHVif, gentle- 
men, is one of thofe which yon refer to be examined in Eu- 
rone, it will there undoubtedly be feen with picafure, v/ith how 
imich charity Mr. Saunders, in the above mentioned letter, 
the MaiiToreans, he %vell on their guard againfz the French 
dmt he is afraid lefi fome misforiune Jhouid happen to their 
Vachcl at Pondicbery, and that if the enemies (that Is the 
French) fuccecd^ ‘which God- cannnt>^ permit,- they will go to Mr, if- 
fore. It is thus Mr. Saunders has pioufiy watci^ed after tlie 
iaihty of the princes of India, by fpiriting them up againll us by ftdfe 

alarms. ' . , r ii jt 

You were told, gentlemen, m the fame manner to diipute oaf 

rights oblllnately, to admit none of our titles, and to talk high 
of the neceHity the Engiilli were in to take up arms, after banting 
feen the French flags cJofe to the preftdency under the authority 
'of Chunda SaiL You have done all that, gentlemen, and it has: 
been often anfwered to. Give us leave, however, to fay one 
•word more to you on the fubjech of the kft article, to beg you 
Vv'ill diainguiili the times. The only umbrage Chunda Saib and 
the French can have given you before you took up arms a» 
sainft them, was their encamping within five leagues of Cuada- 
lore in his way to Tanjore. That was their road, and a coun- 
tr’v which acknowledged Chunda Saib for mailer. ^ He never 
came nearer , to your limits, and kept feveral days^ journey off 
in the march he made a long time after to^ go iroin Cneiie- 
pot to Trichinopoly. Mr. Saunders at that tifue complained to 
him of nothing • but his going into a country engaged by Ma- 
homed Aliee to the Engliflu We fcall offer you alfo, gentle- 
men, a fight of this fecond letter of Mr. Saunders's, whpe you 
may remark that he makes a plea of the mutml frkndflnp^ which 
then fublifted between Chunda Saib and the EngiiOi. ITds letter 
jiiav furnifn vou- with many reHeaions 5, we Jliall make but one 
at prefent, on the fubject of the injiiiHce it v/oukl have been 
on your part (as you fay) if you trad confnmed die engage- 
meui of Ihichinopoly in favour of the Maifforeaha. vvks it more 
iul! thu Mahomed Allee Ihould engage k to 70111; mation, and 
you accept it B If a legitimate defence obliged us to join with the 
Maifforeans alienated from your party by the iaithlcffnefe ot Mahomed 
Alice, we do iiot pretend to procure him what he defires, but with 
the confent of 'Salabamng, who only, as maker of the Deckaii,can 
legitimate any alienation of a country in liis dependaace. 

if the above coniplaint, gentlemen^ regards the time when you 
ho longer obferved any meafures, when you.feized ujpon the 
country 'and place of Arcot in the abfcnce of Chiinda Saio, 
who Was employed at Tn'chinopol)^ ,, we do not difpute that 
■ Raja. Sai^ his fon, was^*n the neighbourhood of Madrafe; with 
' this 'cheumftant^ however,, that the French who were in hs 
nmf iefuftd to follow him when he Vent tcswwds jmt 



Fnta further detail Vvouki only lengthen this letter to no pur- 
pole - and we are charmed that you referve this arf.cla for iiu- 
umV, as well as the others mentioned in your letter. ^ 

l'‘H‘only one which admits or no delay, is that of the pruoneis, 
whoiii deliverance we again demand of you ; becaufe we cannot 
fee the fubjed'ts of our king periih in your pnions in a manner 
fo little co.nVonuable to the mutual regard due from me two 
rations in peace, and particularly on a point wherein we have mewn 
vou the example. The king depends on Mr. Saunuers, and on him 
oniv The fcift he niakes-ot rererrmg us io the prince Makom.dAUe, 
h only nroDer, give us leave to fay, to render his refufal ruore ftmging. 

You^ have then heard, gentlemen, that the Phouldar of Vel- 
lovr v'as made at Pondichery, governor of the Carnatecic ; his 
appointment by Salabatzing w;^as_ however notified to you, and tins 
M even wrote vou of it himielf. , . 

We did not lay that Salabatzing_ could not have made tms 
•omo'ntnient without the conftnt of the marquis .Dupteix,. only 
that he did maite it with the approbation of Ai.^ lait, tot 
whom it is not furprifing he ihould have fome refpeS. It this 
Plioufdar does not act accordingly,, as in_e&e£t he did notpuin 



prcilions inch objections mcikc upon us: be afured tliP'v do 
inghten us. 

We have the honour to be, with real refpea. 

Gentlemen, ~ ’ 

Your rtioft humble and moft obedient Servants 

I i‘ L, it^WAUK. 

■ . . ‘ , Df. BAUSiiTT. 

Ds Kepjeak, 

ihe rmerend Father Ijtivmt and Mejfrs De Baufet /j77./Dc Ker- 
jean,, deputies of the French notion. 

Gentlemen, 

After our commiifaries had been clifrefpeafiillv made to n-iii 
iiwenty days, and fpent a fortnight nmre, Avhen nothin.? was olfbred Vo 
tnem srut iomefew papers, by which the very name of faneds f oh- 
yioufy ddgrafjed, when to their reafonable propofals onlv'an aiV 
bitrary aniwer^^was gwen, contrary to ,that eauity and" j-aftice 
winch is the foundation of all la wiiil right and 'authority, plainiv 
convinced that Mr, Dupleix had no fincere Intention \a j?dont 
meakires for the reiforation of tranquility to the province ' on 
the contrary, a violent refolution illegally to ufurp an unjull au-. 
thorny, produaive of the calamities of war, confcious to them-- 
leives they had done their duty, they took their leave j then 
Gentlemen, ^ you ‘prefented them with a letter of the 5th of Fe- 
bruary, which, as itxontains new matter, 1 lliall do myfelf the ho- 
nour yo reply to. ■ ' : 

are not-^norant we conferred,, empowered by Nabob 
Mahomed Alleej and when we infilled on his being lav/ful 
mal.er ot ’the Carnateck,. it was your part either to difprove or. 

his right, .It is indeed fuperfluous to repeat your 
anfv/er ^ for when, upon your afking for the faneds, you was told 
that atteiled copies fhould be fent for, it only produced a polidve 
and arbitrary declaration from you, that Mr. Dupleix was re- 
folved upon no account to acknowledge Nabob Mahomed Al lee 
as Suba of the Carnateck. 1 hofe faneds are by this time on the 
road, you pay lend a perlbn to infpe£t them. 

I cannot but wkh furpriie remark, gentlemen, that you are 
extremely over, hafty m 'your concluhons, and too apt to ahert 
for fact what you cannot have a clear knowledge of. In re- 
gard .to the conhrmation pf the delivery of Trichinopoly, vou 
make this quotation frpnra fuppofed letter of mine j Js t$ 

^ r ""f/T ^rkbimp^ly, it is I that m an- 

Ym are impofed on, 1 never wrote to the MaiT- 
orei^ng or Moway any Inch thing, nor they to iiie j nor 
.imd 1 a knowledge of any agreement between the Nabob and 
the DaOoway, till after femgham was taken. Our records, 

KhX 5 Bay the' Maiffore 

hm^n wheeh'Uow here* fs convuiced of II .i fend you- a 
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copy of tlie only letter tBat has any refemblance, and that very 
diftant from what yon mention : further, you forget,^ gentlemen, 
the letter to Cbunda Salb, wherein I .wrW him that Trichinopoiv 
was mortgaged to the Englllh. Mri Dupleix alfo was advifed of 
it and his anfwer will always remain as a remarkable in dance of 
his refpecc for his Britanick majefty’s hag, w^hich he fays feail be no 
fandlon to the Engllih fubjeft. 1 have iifed my mediation to ac- 
commodate matters between the Nabob and the MaiiTore Dalioway, 
and recommended to liis vackeei to getafaned for it j^his reply was, 
Saiabatziiig had no failed for, and was not legally inveded with, 
the government of the Deckanj and therefore had no pwer to 
grant one. Now I am on this fubjedt, I cannot avoid giving you 
tlic fentlments of that prince’s vackeei in his letter to me, viz. 
You are fenfible of the pretended right of Chunda Saib, who 
applied to Muftaphazing, and by the aliiftance of the French 
** proved a rebel, and is ruining the inhabitants of this province by 
his wncked proceedings. It"" this man is punillied according to 
his deferts, the great Mogul wdll be vadiy pieafed, and you vdll 
maintain a good name and reputation. As to Nabob Anaverdey 
Cawn, he is, of the family of the Omrahs, and was honoured 
with a ferpau by Nazirzingof the government of the Carnateck: 
befides, he has lately received the Mogufs Phirmaund and Gau- 
zedey Cawn’s letter in confirmation of that government.” ^ 

To what purpofe is it, gentlemen, to fay, our coramiffaries were 
told to difpute your rights obdinateiy, and to admit none of your 
titles : 1 know of no rights but Pondichery audits didria, nor any 
titles but the marquis Dupieix, the French Ead India company’s 
governor I it is true, your vanity furniihed you with chimerical 
ones, and the fame exceffive blind vanity hurried you on indifcreetly 
to prefs an exammation of them; but when the principal one was 
exploded, and the fpots began to appear in the others, you fiip*- 
preifeda further ferufmy ; by this you meant to hide their defeds. 
Thus gentlemen, you [»erfecliy convinced us of their invalidity 5 fb 
difficult is it to fupport a w^rong caufe, that the -argunients made 
ufe of to corroborate, often expofe it the more. I repfeat we ac- 
knowledge no territories or titles but wffiat are founded on la^v- 
fui authority ; and till the marquis has proved his, w-e reject theoj, 
and regard them as invalid: it is needlels to repeat the many a&s 
of violence done us by Chunda and his Allies; I could produce 
fome pieces of the marquis and marchionefs’s, many more there 
are, i will give them their due weight, let the rabble, for wnoni 
thev were defigned, put them to the ufe they pieafe ; but* when 
the olScer of kr. Dupleix’s forces, whom Chanda’s fon writes 
that he had fent with a detachment to inlult our colours at St. 
Thome, when the. French ajlb plundered and burnt our homes at 
thC' Mount; and the furniture was carried to Pondichery, when 
our officers at Conjevei'am were ordered on the ramparts to be ihot 
by thek own countrymen. Thefe fadts carry with them a force 



[ 4 *^ 1 -, 

not to be contradiaed ; and v/hen Mr. Duoli 


tannick Majefty’s flag fnall be no lanition to Ills 

I ''‘'“it armed vdr.'i'- 
aiiauits and makes pi ifoaers our men ^folruv wirh a recfni-n- ^ 

from Madraft to Fort St, David : hovv choarfuL do f 

lusmoit Chnllian Majefty to judge ans.i jtimiih th’L oi 

Briramiick iVlajelly. J have befo‘x^ mlcl vm' dn^ 
I nchmopolx was luortgaged to us, tli? bond is now in our 

Jtis a legal one. , I h^ve related to. y.-u. that we nei-rr coal rmni 
the agreement of! nchmopolr, and tiwt \'Liicntrow, d.r- 
VacKted, IS convinced of it, and acknowledges it ; and ivW- tC 
he lays SalabatyJjjg has no power to give a inntd ’“r • {'•- d*'- 
lias nene htiiifcif, ^ ^ - -i.u .^c 

By the date of my leuer to Chinida Saib, It apjpean' to F^ve hevn 
wntteii above a year altt.r i-ve liad ioineti Nabob iVi d'ionu'J A'lc*- 
1 he purport was tojnforni him that'l'richiiiopoly vw? ■ rnortPTmfvVfo 
tm Lnghhi, and defire he would ceafe coiiuiiitring hoftiliticH ilere * 
io^g7eat,,gendemen, la yout ignorance of real facts: ai?rl as ptouh' 
je.s 13 your affertlon that Chunda Saib was acknov/lecUrcd b,y the 
Wiiole province 5 he was not; by any one power in the country : as 
a proQt ot this, he was obliged immediately on his leavinr^ Pondi- 
cilery, by the help ol your forces ro begin his affumed governmenr 
by the befiegmg of forts 5 for no ofKcer paid him obedience. Pleafp 
to remark the MarlTore Vackeels .yords : Yoe are icnfible of lie 
^ pretended right of Chuiida Saib, who applied to Muftaphaz- 
■ mg. and by the. afliiknceof the French proved a rebel, and 'is 

riumng the inhabitants of the provipce bv his wicked proceedings « 
Ymi l^y tiiarHodjee -Addee, our Vcickeei, was fenr ro Chumk 
hAib to compliment him ^ your knowledge of this affair,- w^hich I 
thm.v may be doubted, is beyond mine : Hodjee Addee immediately 
on the death of Nazirxbg was difmiU'ed from his employs, and 
never Jince that time tru lied In regard to the fecond letter to 
Chunda baib, it tells him, that after the treacherous ailalfination of 
Nayjrzmg, Na. ob Mahomed Alice was Subah of the Carnateck • 
that he bad fmee been confirmed by the Mogul and Gauzedv Cawn I 
f I offering terms to Chunda baib If he 

defifted from his rebelhom Of all the pieces you have referred to, 
there is not a fmgleafferrion but what has been proved groundlefs, 
the fupports of your pretended rights defedive and null : they cor- 
relpond indeed with a wicked caufe, perpetrated with alTaffmation, 
and rebel non.' ^ 

It has been often repeated to you, that we never liad, nor have 

any prnoners of yonrs : tbofe in onr fettlenients are there bv the inu- 
tnai agreement of .your ‘commandant and the Nabob. This ad of 
ours was through a riiotive of compalfion at your ofScers requeft. 
¥»e are ready to farrender them when you and the Nitbolt agree 
on the term? : w^hat others are in the Nabob’s fqrts were made pri- 
toners figbtog agamft hinun his own dominions, and are byhiii^ 





confin«<^- acquainted with this^ a convincing pl^oof is in 

■pondtchery ; pieafe to afk vour oirllcers to whom they gave their’ 

parole. ' . - ^ ^ 

You have been already Inforoied, that we were not ignorant of 
rhe iharn inveilimre of Moods Alice Cawn at . Fondichery j that 
fi38;ar was diftribnted for the children, and tho cannon difcharged 
torawe old women. How tender, gentlemen, are you in pro teii- 
ing you did not fay that Saiabatzing^ could not make fuch an ap~ 
pomtinent ^ but yet fo pleafnig, fo tickling it v/as to ^your vanity, 
that you could not avoid letting us know that he did it with the 
ffiafqins'’s approbation, for v/hom it was not furprifing that he had 
fome refpect. This is in.French telling us what we have declared to 
you In Englilh, that Salabatzing is not at liberty to do as he pleafes, 
cannot make officers himfeif at Aiirengabad, but muil fubmlt to 
Mr. Dupleix s approbation at Fondichery. F rom hence the murmurs 
and general diffati faction that prevail among the omrahs and leading 
men from Aurengabad to the fea. The truth is, the rebellion at 
Delhi prevents the Mogul at prefent from putting an end to rlicfb 
irregularities. What adts of generofity has the Nabob ever expe- 
rienced from the enemy t Surely you cannot call the killing of his 
father and depriving him of his government inch. Mootis Alice 
Cawn may indeed be fenhbie of the friendihip of our nation, in 
leaving his fort unmoleiled, wheaiail year there , was no force to 
b'ppofe it, and in reconunending a friendffiip between him and the 
Nabob j and if Mootis Allee Cawn did fufpend taking any advan- 
tages that offered, it muff be attributed, to the fenfe he has of the 
illegality of the title you invefted him with. Thai* we aim at keep- 
ing the Carnateck is fo abfurd, that the very offers made in the 
conference immediately refute it. ' . . 

I cannot concur with you that Mr. Dupieix; has made good his 
declaration to me : he offered his pretentions to an examiniation, 
but it was fuppreffed : he affured me he dropped all animofity to 
Nabob Mahomed Allee 5 but without waiting for a ferutiny of 
his faneds, it was declared pofitively he .would never upon any ac* 
count acknowledge him as Nabob of the province. 

I am very willing (and have already ffiewn mjfelf fo) to treat of 
meafures for reftoring tranquility 5 but to what purpole is it,, when 
Mr. Dupiek will not co-operate with me 5 and infiife on an ac- 
knowledgement of titles which have been already proved unjuil and 
and illegal. 

It is very evident that the dates of comraiffions cancel or. prove 
their validity 5 for inftance iuppole a faned dated 1754, .and an.o- 
ther 1755, former would of cdnfequence be revoked and an- 
nulled by the latter 5 fo that what you have advanced on that 

fubjedt 'fails of itfelf.’^ ' ^ , 

Thus far in regard to fubjecls that have been introduced and dif- 
cuffed during the conference, .'it will not be foreign to the purpole, 
I conceive, to examine the propofals and anfwers of each party ; 

as 



as boA declare their fincere foclination to reftorc iTanquilitj, let it 
appear why it has not Ihcceeded. 

Empowered by Nabob Mahomed Allee. we conferred, what 
regards the other patties is ib dependant on this point, that it would 
of coiitfe be eaftly adjnfted ; therefore I ihali proceed to fay, we 
propofeci .Mahomed Allee ihonld, agreeable to his legal faneds, be 
Nabob of the pro'/ince | and that he woiild give the French fa« 
geers to the fame amount as the Englifb ; a free liberty of trade 
liiould be impartially granted to both, and both be confidercd as 
common friends to the Circar. 

Can any thing be more reafonable, more equitable, than to 
propofe that a prince invefted with a legal authority llionld be ac- 
knowledged as fuch by thofe who as ilrangers live under his pro- 
tection* If it is not acknowledged It certainly ihould be difproved, 
or the perfon difputing it without any legal authority, mull be deem- 
ed acting contrary to the eltablilhed iav/s of the country: Whut 
was the anfwer ? Without waiting for an exainination of thefe deles, 
it was, that Mr. Diipleix never would on any account acknowledge 
Nabob * Mahomed Ailee as Suba of the CarnatecL 

When the Nabob offers to his enemies the lame advantages as 
to his friends, and when theie nmO: appear beneficial to ail that 
think rhemfelves fubjeCt to the eftabli&ed government, what can a 
refaial of them mean, more than a firm reibludon by power of arms 
to ufurp? Let me add, that from thefe propofab the Engliih have 
not endeavoured to gain to themfelvcs any particular advantages, but 
are fatisfied, in'-bbedience to the government, to be concerned as 
common friends with the French 5 and that the liberty of trade 
Ihould be mutual, without partiality to either. How unjuft then is 
the reflection you make, gentlemen, that the Englifh defign to re- 
main mafters of the province under the name of Nabob Mahomed 
Allee : thofe very propafals refute it : and if you are refoived that 
this fnall always be a point of divifion, we iliaii always retain our 
jufl: fenrinients and mclination for peace, and only defend when 
lioffile invalioa requirtss it. So moderate are the Nabob’s propofals, 
that to perfons unacquainted with faCIs, they w’^ould feem to come 
from a prince in diftrels, and not one whofe army has never been 
repiilfed ^ but wherever his ifandard has been difpiaycd, the ipois 
of the enemy’s arms have been conftant marks of his viCfory* 

- The expreiiion yoji ufed when our propafals were made you is 
remarkable 5 That it would at once be giving up all” If your 
intentions are to ufurp all, it may be fo j though it may be alked at 
the fame time what right you have to do it, or w'hat reafon to ex- 
.peCl a tame- fubmiilion to it, and this mull appear to all mankind 
unreafonabk' 5 probably you may conclude that Nabob Mohamed 
Allee, fenlibleqf our friendlliip to him will aCt partially in his favours 
to. us I no doubt he will gratefully remember our Heady alliance to 
theCitcatr but'fbfar as concerns what might be concluded and rati- 





fied by treaty. The contra£ting parties, the King of MallTbre, King 
of Tanjore and Morarow, would guarantee it ; by this means the 
jealoufy is removed. 

Now follow your 
godas 400c per annum; 
paid, and to make a pro' 
vate capacity. The marquis Diiplei: 


propofals to exempt Madrafs from a tribute of pa- 
to feciire to us Poonamallee, to fee our debt 
ifi’on for Nabob Mahomed Allee in a gri- 
^ titles are to be acknowledged 
as prince of all the territories to the river Krifna. 

By tliefe conceillons to us, and the divefting the Nabob of hU 
government, at firO: view it would Teem to be with a defign to tempt 
us to be villains, in betraying the triift: repofed in us by the Nabob, 
by whofe powers we treated. If Mr. Dupieixs own adtions are 
of fo black a nature as to induce him to think fo meanly of the reft 
of mankind, to them let him add this. But we have fome reafon 
to conclude that he well knows that our alliance with the Cii car, 
and attachment to the Mogul’s legal officer, is fuch as not to be 
iliaken by any motives of leif-intereft, and rather think this is art- 
fully dehgiied to amufe his and our fuperiors; but by wiiting 
them,, how beneficial to our intereft his offers have been ? This 
might be anfwered at once, that he would generouflj promife us 
what is not his to give. To inveft him with a power, to take not 
only them, but every thing elfe away from us when he pleafed : but 
I Ihalldefcend to particulars, and firft, Madrafs never has paid nor 
been taxed with fuch a tribute ^ next, we have a legal grant for 
Foonamaiiee ; and as to the third, it mu ft be done by a mortgage on 
other countries. Neither this nor the other two' has Mr. Dupleix 
any power to do, or procure effedualiy ; for wdien Monf Bufty 
extorted from Salabatzing an order for the rents of the Rajamun- 
drum and Cliickakole countries, the Nabob of thofe governments 
paid no regard to it, but dirperfed the troops who were fenc to 
colled the revenue. Thefe, gentlemen, are not fpecious argu- 
ments, but fads which clearly prove the mfufficieney of the power 
you affiime. ’ ^ ^ 

Though you thought fit by no other means to fet afide the Na- 
bob’s rights, than pofitively to. declare it was not Mr. Duplek’s 
pieafure*" to ackowledge them ; this did not lead our commiilaries 
to make ufe of the like arbitrary weapons ^ when an examination 
of the marquis’s pretenfions was preffed, they judged it an impip- 
per rule for their condud, and chearfully acceded to’ the propofal, 
with a refolution to acknowledge, if juft, and If not, to^ object to 
them. Df the capital one from the Mogul, upon a flight view 
the defeds appeared ; it had the feai of the, precedent emperor of 
fb old a date as ,i 1 33 of the Hegyra ; and when blots in Tome others 
aifo became obvious, you were ftaggered and immediately fuppreffed 
a fiuther ferutiny j the reafon you ailedged was weak, for m exami- 
nation of the Nabolfs would have neither, added ' to or' diminilhed 
the force' of- jour faneds^ befides as thefe'. papers were produced 



by you voluntarily, as the firft and principal fubjeCt to be dlfcuffed 
ihoiiid not It have been finilhed before frelli matter was introduced ? 
You were fo fenfible of their invaiidlty, that you declined the prol 
pofed examination of your faneds ; but Mr. Dupieix foon furnilhed 
you wkh a falve, that it was a duplicate 5 that the origiiia! was io 
Pondichery 5 that the error in the feat wa's a mifeake of the Mosul’s 
lecretary' in afExing the old empeior’s feai inllead of the prefent. 
To thefe 1 aafwef,,. that it is unufual to fend duplicates of luneds 
from the Mogul f that if this is admitted, as the duplicate is to 
fiippiy the place of the. original, conuuon fenfe dictates tiiat is 
'ihoiild be in every refped the fame as the original j and that in 
patents trannteriing the right of kingdoms, great accuracy and cor- 
rednefs is obferved ; iuui that the leal could not be the mifeake of 
the fecretar j, as it is univerlally known, tliat after the deceafe of an 
emperor, his feal is never made ufe of. As the mliity of this limed 
has been palpably proved, and t])e arguments to iiipply its defedts 
confuted ; as it k a faned from Dolly, and not from Pondichery, 
that will carry with it the proper weight ; and as a total fuppreffion 
has been made of au examination of the reil upon their defcdls ap- 
pearing ; for thefe reafons we do objed to, and deny the rights which 
Mr. Diipkix may from thefe papers pretend to, and regard him 
with that poiitenefs w’hich one nation owes another, only as gover- 
nor of Fondichery and its depen'dancies. 

If, Gentlemen, this letter ihoiild appear fpun out to a great 
length, impute "it to a ftrong defire that no one fubjedt you h^ve 
advanced may be uareplied ' to. Our fuperiors may juilly claim a 
right to be acquainted who commenced, continued, and hill conti- 
nue thh calamitous ,war, : you have very difingenuoufly faid the 
Engliih, but not fupported your allegation. In treating this point, 
I will be governed by thofe very rules you have perferibed: that 
the fundamental laws of the country are to acknowledge the Grand 
Mogul for hrib foverelgn ; the govenor General of the Deckan for 
his reprefentative in that country 5 and the particular Governors 
appointed by the Governor General of the Dcckan> as holding their 
authority Horn him. ' ’ ■ , 

Should we trace thefe troubles fo far back as the unhappy war 
between our two nations, we have the greateft reafon to complain ; 
for according' to the .-eilablilhed laws of nations, in a neutral 
prince’s dominidns' peace Ihould be preferved ^ fuch prince has a 
right to Mil: otiit: ,ahd if after the lofs of Madrafs, Nabob Anever- 
dey Cawn, ienlible of the injury to his country through our rais- 
Ibrtune, endeavoured to prevent fe'ture mifehiefs, from this you 
can take no umbrage, without contradidling thofe fundamental.prin- 
cipies by which,,' the reft of the world are governed. Thk war 
fub&le 4 ' and fome* time after Muftaphatsing, who^adbj his ill 
condudi undergone a- reproof from hb uncle Navirving, ami dif- 
gufted retired to his fmail government of Adorn, wliae -he' w?as 
engaged in fome, dilutes with his neighbours, when Chimda Sail), 
- ■ , ' ‘ . who 
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wlio Had 'by ftratagem made his efcape from the Maratta's, entered 
into the fervice of Bernia Remeadar of Cheatal Darga as a Jer- 
0iidar over two or three hundred horfe, and was. defeated in a bat* 
tie fought with the people of Bedanore. -or Savanore. He tirft 
inililiedlnto aVliiilapliazing the feeds of rebellion 5 the fcheine was 
laid forfeiting the governmeiit of^the Camateck-; certain people 
who had before all lied Clitinda Saib in. the redudtion. of Trkhh 
nopolf, came inro aa alliance with themf they ■collected what 
force they were able, and niafched towards Arcot, a.lkirmifh with 
the Circar’r troops happened, v/hen they v/ere joined- by the forces 
of their allies, a battle was fought v/hsreiir Nabob Anaverdey 
Cawn was ilaiii, Arcot was taken and the uftirpation commenced 
From hence, gentleaien, .thofe calamities which have fo long pre- 
vailed took their rife: Had the Engiilh any concern in themi' 
None : Why then do you unjuiliy caii the - odium on them ? Let 
Mr. Diipleix produce a faned from the Great Mogul or Nazirzing 
for dcilroylng the legal governor of the province and fomenting 
a rebellioB 5 I call upon him to do it, or his and our fuperiors muifc 
plainly be convinced that he has a&d in open violence to the fun- 
damental iaw^s of the country in rebelling againft Nabob Anaver- 
dey Cawn, the legal governor of the province, holding his autho- 
rity from Nazirzing, the Governor General of the Deckan, the 
reprefentative of the great Mogtiij an obedience to winch, you 
have laid do-wn as the fundamental, laws of the country, and 'con- 
fequently' ought to obey. ■. ■ ^, ., ^ 

As every thing that has fmee , happened is •evidently the effect 
of that rebellion of which Cliunda and his allies were the caule, 
it is but a reafbnablc afferdon that they are the authors of the 
whole i- and on the contrary, thofe who have v/ithftood thefe re- 
Ws acting in oppofition to the fundamental laws of the country, 
are judified* This you may urge is a couclufion very general, but 
it is a juft one. ■ , , \ . 

Rebellion can only be fupported by a£ts of violence : fuch have 
appeared ^ the lives and property of the fubjedt were invaded ; 
Mahomed Allee, fon to Nabob Anaverdey Cawn, invefted with the 
Trichiuopoly government, which was the principal one of the 
province, a/ter Arcot waS' taken, faithful to hi$ mailer, protected 
the rights of/the Cftcar, Here, gentlemen, the Englilh fell made 
rlieir appearance Tftom the Mogul and his ^officers they had re- 
ceived 'phir'maunds .for their fettlements and trade,’ and lived under 
the ptotedioa of his governors 5 and it was but gratitude to fupport 
his officers, it'was juit.too. They joined Mahomed Allee, and 
quainted Nazirving ,with the ftate.of the province, he approved 
of their, condufl, wrote to Mahomed Allee tohe'&m in the^govern-' 
men t of the Carnateck, marched hirnfelf to fettlefte province, and 
then confirmed Mahomed Allee in it j Muftaphazing^ fenfibk of his 
error,' 'tubmitted ; but Chunda and Jus allies continued rebellious, 
a confpiracy was formed widi the Guddapa and'Condanore Nabobs, 
and' Nazirzing the lawful prince of the Oecten was alTaffiuatedi 





iJimtcoi me jjccKan, wno, witn i^nunaa and iNazirzmg s treaiiire 
and jewels, were conduaed to Pondichery. It was indulbioully 
Ip'read about that a divifjon was made of tliofe jewels and treafures 
Some gratuities mi^ht be diftributed to the villains who aded theh 
parts in the betraying and affaffination of Nazirzing j but the fup- 
porter of this rebellion, having the right of poflellion, took for 
himfelf the greateft part. Muftaphazing had a fmall matter gene- 
roufly beftowed_on him for his expencesj greater honours were 
indeed allovved him, thofe of prince of the Decfcan, and to Chunda 
Saib the fubailiip of the Carnateck. It was a prudent meafure 
firft to. appoint a prince of the Deckan, and fubah of the Car- 
nateck j for who will difpute but a prince of the Deckan has 
a power to give Jageers, and a fubah of the Carnateck to govern 
the province. Nabob Mahomed Alice indeed might afk whe- 
ther all this was _ done by the Mogul’s order, and if Mr. Du- 
pleix cannot (as it is well known he cannot) produce any of the 
Isncds ; every thing' from tliis mock authority proceeding, is defec- 
tive, contrary to^the eftablilhed laws of the country, and only the 
adts of rebels. To proceed, gentlemen, Muftaphazing, thus ac- 
cording to the forms, of Pondichery regularly invefted, began his 
government, it is laid, by afts of gcncrofity for the affaffination of 
Ins uncle; to Mr. Dupleix a large diilridt, to madam Diipleis 
another, to. t.he gentlemen of the fuperior council each according 
to his rank, jageers , to the officers according to their rank, the 
lame to Mr. Dupleix s black minifters llkew^ile ; though to do juftice 
to the gentlemen of the fuperior council, I never heard that thcy 
havc had any ., fliare in the management of thefe affairs, but filently 
condemn and deteft them ; the fame I may lay of the gentlemen 
officers. _ Thefe are what Mr. Dupleix cails his rights : ft may be 
by fome intagined that thefe gratuities were intended as a reward 
tor the affaffination of Nazirzing only j no, the rebellion, wtS ftili to 
be prolecuted- - Mufti^hazing few and heard the murmurs in the 
army, then awed by the guns of Pondichery 5 he dreaded their 
iurywhen they .were removed from thence, knew the horrid nmr- 
tier, was, aild Was feiiiible tliat a. power iifiirp* 
m iimf be fopported hy force, and tliatjie coiaki never eifeblifb 
lu the Deckan witlioiii: it ^ the French troops were 
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oeceiTary, they accordingly joined him 5 bnt ihort-llved is power 
ufiirped by indirect means : after a few days march from Pondi- 
chery, the Nabobs of Cadaapah and Condanore, who had mur- 
dered Nazirzmg, put an end .to his life and ufurpation. I accom- 
panied this prince fo% that I might, as I begun- with his rebellion, 
conclude with his fate, ftich as is generally the end of ufurpers. 
I fhali now return to the province : Chunda Saib and his allies, 
foon after the departure of Muftaphazing, took the field and begun 
their operations by plundering, befieging of forts, and by force 
garrifoning them. Nabob Mahomed Alice on the murder of Nazir- 
zing had taken refuge in Trichinopoiy, where the Englifh fent a fmall 
detachment for his fecurity ; and on Chunda Saib’s taking the field 
with his allies, the Engliih detached a larger force to join the Na- 
bob's army, which after taking Verdachilum, they did near Voicon- 
da ; here a Iklrmith happened, and at Utatore another j the rebels 
being greatly fuperior, the Nabob’s army crolled the Cauvery and 
Coleroon, and encamped under the cannon of Trichinopoiy, the 
rebels followed ; as a fiege w'asjmpradlicable, they formed a bloc- 
kade for feverai months and raifed works, but at fuch a diiknce as 
proved of no fignificadon. At length the MaifToreans and Mora- 
row joined the ^Nabob, when the Rebels to do them juftice, made 
a good retreat with their cannon and baggage to Seringham, which 
in a fluort time capitulated j and the traitor Chunda Saib, who had 
formed a defign of efcaping by promifes to Monagee, was In the 
fullnefs of his crimes executed Fieafe to remark, gentlemen, as 
the French continued their alliance with Chunda Saib, the Englife 
were firm in their attachment to Nabob Mahomed Alice, who had 
received a legal phirmaund from Nazirzing: the death of that 
prince did not cancel this phirmaund j he was killed by rebels ; the 
government was by theffi ufurped ; the Nabob faithful to his fo- 
vereign, fiiil continued to defend his rights. \¥e wrote to tSe 
Mogul of the revolution, and our attachment to the Circar, ajid 
defired his orders, that we might ad in obedience to them. He 
was graciouOy pieafed to fend Nabob Mahomed Allee a phirmaund 
for the Carnateck, to appoint Gauzedy Cawn viceroy of the Dec- 
kan who likewife granted Nabob Mahomed Alice a faned and gave 
us orders to fupport him : this phirmaund from the Mogul, this 
faned and thefe orders from Gauzedy Cawn have never been re- 
voked; from which it h obvious, that Nabob Maliomed Allee 
Cawn's title is juft, and that we have adted according to the fun- 
damental laws of the country ; and as Muftaphazing never could 
receive any faned from the Mogul, nor is it the ieaft probable that 
any would ever have been granted m a publkk difturber of the 
peace of the country; fuch rights as Mr. ^Dupleix may pretend 
to defire from him, fuch authority as Chunda Saib might have 
alledgcd for the Carnateck, are unjuft, ■illegal, , and 'of 'no force;, 
and conlequently' Mt. l)up!eix is proved by , theie tlufis to prolong 
the war, 'contrary m the sftablilhed goyernmeatv " 
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As 1 have difculTed the affairs of this province, which were 
t ran faded on your part by a pretended authority from Muftaphax- 
Ingr I lhali now return to theacmy, the command of which was given 
to Salabatzing, who was releafed from confinement 5 and your 
troops, very indifibrent , who it was, fo as they had a fpecioiis 
pretence, continued their march with him to Hydrabad. As foon 
as the new^s of the airallination of Nazirzing reached Deify, Gaii« 
zedey C.awn received from the Mogul a ianed for the E)eckao„ 
Some months were fpent In fettling this afiair, when he marched at 
the head of his army towards his government, and arrived at An- 
rengabad, where he was polfbned by Salabatzing’s mother. Here, 
gentlemen, is another horrid act to iupport that caufe, the juftnefs 
of which you take fb much pains to defend ^ and wdien the mother 
was with the Oinrah’s, entreating her fon Salabatzmg to difinifs the 
French troops, bitter was his reply, that had flie not poifoned hb 
uncle, he might peaceably have enjoyed fome fniail government iim 
der him, but now he detained the French as his fecurity. Stung 
wfith remorfe., the retired to her tent, fetting fire to it with defign to 
perhh in the flames, but was prevented. In this appears a plain 
conviction, that Saiabatzing acknowledged Gauzedey Cawn, and 
w^ould have fubmitted to him. He remains at the head of his 
army at Aurengabad, environed by a French guard, and (as I have 
had the honour already to tell Mr. Dupleix) not at liberty to 
aQ: as he pleafes, in continual apprehenfions from the Omrahs, wdio 
are in general dillatisfied. The Fhirmaund from the Mogul to Na™ 
bob Mahomed Allee is ftiil in force, and confirmed by his Vifier 
Shecaubudy Cawn, fon to Gauzedey Cawm, I have already toki, 
you, fhail be. forth-coiumg. By a train of facts clofeiy connected, 
I am perfuaded' of the jufinefs of the Nabob's title | and confe- 
quently our alliance with him, will to yoi#s and our fuperiors ap- 
pear, that you have ingenioufly endeavoured to throv/ that odium on' 
us, which a feries of circumftances prove you the authors of 1 and 
that you commenced, continued, and flili continue a calamitous war, 
contrary tp the fundamental laws of the country, every one rnufi: 
be convinced of I am forry, gecxtlemen, propofals fo reafonable, 
fo moderate, fo juft, and fo beneficial to your real intereft, as thofe 
v/hich our commiiTaries had the honour to make you, iliould meet 
with fo cold a reception ; 1 would, if there were any grounds, i 
would hope that Mr, Dupleix figuring to himfelf the idea, and as 
from a rlfing ground beholding the group of miierles fpringing from 
polfbns, aira 4 Bnations, breach of confanguinity, thoufaiids by dif- 
ferent deaths perilhing, fat lefs raiferable than thoufands furviying, 
lie would .conclude, that the Imppinefs of a whole people muft be 
of more importance than the ambition of one fubjed fatisfied by 
luch-’cmtics 3 m 4 if he will ftiil relied further, that this -feherae 
during a.cou'rfe of five. years, fuppoited by the perpetration of 
cfiine*i''lhpcking to ‘relate, afllftcd by armies generally fiiperlor in 
number ,^,yet always defeated* has been as yet Iruftrated ; confeiouj 
of tbs Vvickednefsof tliedefign^ he v/ould prefer peace, apd hearken to 
■ - reafoE- 



i, lie iiuift laiou\ tlisit the feme meaferes wiiisfs 
ki ved to diicoQcerCj will vigoroiiiTj continue to op'- 


Ficafe, gentlemen, to acquaint Mr. Dupleix, that whatever 
pieces I receive from him are tranfmitted to my fuperiors'j and I aui 
perfuaded he will do me the lame juftice in tranfmitting mine to' 
his, as it vviil funiilh them with the fureft means to judge of the 
real ifete of affairs on this coaff, 

! have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, . , , ■ 

Fort St. George,, the Y our inoff obedient humble fervanf J 

i^;tliFeb. 1754. Thomas Saunders. 


To the honour ahle Thomas Saunders, EJq\ Governor of Madrafs. 
I R, ^ . .4 . . 

We have received the writing in forii! of a letter, which you did ui 
the honour to addrefs to us in the tune when our lall Europe llVip was' 
on the point of failing. The F'rencb interpretation could not be iinllh- 
ed foon enough to fend it by that conveyance. We doubt not but you 
have fupplied this want, and put k in the power of your faperiors, to 
communicate, if they think proper, to curs, this iaff writing ; of 
which we could give. them but a flight knowledge. We did all Li 
our power to fulfii what you recommended to us on this point 5 we 
are now going to reply a little more at leifure to the honour you have 
done us in prolonging our commiiiion as deputies of our nation. 

We lhall begin, Sir, with confefling to you, tifet being af Pondi- 
chery, we at the utoioff only flatEered ourfelves, that you would 
honour us with an anfv/er on the fubjedt of ouf prifoners, at Trichi- 
nopoly, whofe iniferable fftiiatian Induced us to intercede with you 
for them, before our depaikure from Sacirafs : it was no longer their 
liberty that we demanded, only the prefer vatioti of their lives; and 
we adted in this, lefs as deputies than as members of the French na- 
non. We w^ere therefore doubly furprifed at the reading of you.c 
letter; iirff, at your leaving us in the dark about the fuccefsof our 
fcquefi:, and then, at yOur pleafiing to continue wnth us the dilh 
cuiiion of what had been treated in the conferences at Sadrais. 
With regard to this iafi point, we have requeffed of oiir governor 
to give his confent to our entering on one more aQ of our pail dig- 
nity ; and we made hiuifenflble of our reafons ; ainojig which, give 
us leave to remark to you the deffre we have of juffifying ourfelves^ 
in your opinion. Sir, and in the opmion of all that may rpd your 
writing, from the reproaches you have there thrown onus.-. W« 
defire no more than the ffricleff juilice. 

The lirft reproach is, to have been %hdntihg ift refpe& 'and re- 
gard towards your commiffanes, in making them ' wait 'at Sadrafs. 
l¥e might complain. Sir, that you put us to this needffty^ by^ not 
fending us the neceffhrj paflports. Their delay MeM was iiicky 
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for ns ; for if we Bad received rBern a fortnight iboner, we ilnyaid 
have run a rifque of meeting with ibine mhtbitiiue on the road, 
v^hicii, as it was, we did not pafs without danger from the quantity 
of water v/e yet found. 

If you Vvouid pleafe to acknowledge on the fide of the French 
commilTaries, an equal right to complain of want of regard and re- 
fpedt, you would find them better founded. This does not point at the 
perfoiial behaviour of your coinmiiTaries, at which we cannot bur 
exprefs our iatiafadlion, but at the manner In wliich they were obliged 
to adt' with us. \¥hen vi-e produced our dtlen, the very next day 
after our arrival, the sad of January, although you are pieaied to 
fay it was not till after a fortnight 5 they anfwered us, that they 
were not fent to treat upon titles, but to propofe to us the preliinib 
nary you had preferibed as the halts of the whole negociatlori. This 
was to acknowledge Mahomed i\llee, SdC. Forced, however, by 
the fentiments of natural juftice, thc’j could not refofe to promifr 
us, that they would immediately get his titles fent from IVladraf . 
They wrote accordingly, and received for anfwer, that they were 
at Trichi nopoly. Wc again demanded that they lliould be ihnt 
for 5 and while we were waiting for them, you recalled your com- 
raifTarles, who declared to us the end of the conferences the 4tli Fe- 
bruary, and actually fee out the 6th. 

Notwithftandiug all this, Sir, you found a fecond reproach tcy 
make us, on impatknee ^j^hkb hindered us ^waiting any longer 
for the arrkjal of thofs mle&. Where were we to wait for 
them I and how long ? Vouchfafe to confider, that your depu- 
ties fet out from Sadrafs two days before us 1 for we did not begin* 
our jotirney till the 8th in the morning ; and that you teii us in 
your laft letter, that the titles in quehion are yet cn the road from 
TVichinopoly 5 you invite ns never thelcfs beforehand to come to 
Madrafs to fee them. W‘e cannot guefs how much it may take 
more for their arrival there: beiides, what would be the efteft ?' 
Judgment may be formed from wdiat has already palled, and from 
the rehedlions wTich we have already folBciently made on thefc 
titles, fuppohng even that you could aciually produce them. Among 
thefc titles you fpeak of fonie, which, though of an old date, are 
nevcrthelels now mentioned for the firft time. Such is the Moguls 
Fhirmaund in favour of Mahomed Alfee. We lhaii fee hereafter 
how you feck to contrive foiue probability for introducing this piece, 





are fp'eciaily concerned to ilieV; the fallfitj, as wdi as oiir preciplta- 
doo in giving belief to it. 

This is the promife of Trlchlnopolv, made by Mahomed Alice 
to the MaiiForeaiis, and guaranteed by the Englifh : we founded^ 
and do found our belief of the hrft part on two alithen'tick aftg 
made by Mahomed Allee, and confirmed by oath. The fecondj, 
which regards you, is clearly exprelfed in the letters of Meflrs, 
Giagen^ Cope^ and yourfelf Sir ; tliofe of the two former are ad- 
dreifed to' Nanderatrzej one of the mimfters of the Raja, and yours 
to him tel f. 

Is It believing lighL-ly after fach evidences? We know noiv that 
you pretend nether to ha^je ”jjroie fuch a thing either to the Raja or 
his mimjlers. Let us fee then whether the arguments you produce 
to perfaade us of this, ought to work in u's a change of that ientlment 
which the letter abovementioned had very juHiy given us. 

In the firft place, the Maijfore en^joy who is with you, is con- 
njinced^ you fay. Sir, that you never took part in the engagement 
in queflhh ; but his mafter, better acquainted with his own affairs^ 
advances the contrary. He has put into our hands the pieces which 
jjflily his aiiertbn ; he empowered us to profecute it, and to this 
end lent one of his envoys with us when we went to Sadrais* 
Which of thefe two authorities fhould prevail? 

In the feednd place, you fend us a copy 'of a letter which 
add you, ha^ve fome reference to ojohat vje hsUeVCy and the content? 
of <whsch deceived us. It is in reality very much like that wliicK 
v/e produced. There is no difference, accordmg to the traniladon 
ive have got of it, except that the article, importing your engage- 
ment, is left out.^ and a phraie,' with which We have no reafbn to 
be pfeafed, totally changed. What would you have us think of thb 
difference ? On one fide, you tell us that it is regiflered at Madrafs,, 
the fame as you communicate it, and it would look ill ill tis not to* 
believe you : on the other fide, it is sn the hands of the Raja, fuck 
as we produce it. The coulormity between the two iliews that the 
draft produced by the Raja is not a made piece ; the want of 
erazements an'd interlin'eations, wliich would appear m' this draft, 
if the Raja had altered it, convinces us- that he has not attempted^ 
This is the riddle, of which' we leave the uhravelling. ,to different 
people from us, and proceed to your third argument j it is drawn 
from one of yonr letters to Chtmdali Saib, the which you would 
iniinuate we omitted wdth defgn, although we mentioned it, and 
commonicated it at the fi'me time with that which makes the prefect 
qiieuion. lire advantage you propofe to draw from this letter, 
!iiros on the mention you there make of the engagement of Trichi- 
liftpoly to the Engliih, before that which was made to the Mailfore-”^ 
2, ns, as if the frit dcmdn'flrated the impofHbility of the fecond., 
The marquis Dupleix has already iliewed you, Sir, in his letter of 
the iSrh Febriiary, 175?., that the engagement ,mude to the Englilh 
could .not be brought fo bit back as the Epoch,' you ailign it ; but 
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Aileej and as to wliattMs envoy may fay at prefent, if you liavea 
aiind to know his tnie ientimeiits, give him leave to explain Iiiiu- 
felf at twenty leagues diiiance from Madrafs ; he will teii you, lie 
\vas fent by the imnitter Nandi S-cya, to engage you to perform thofe 
very promifes, v/hich you dersv upon his own evidence. We have 
been affured n-om good hands,' that you have detained him agaiiiib 
his inclinations : certain people, who woiddbe prying into all mylle- 
ries, pretend that you do it with a deflgn to make it be believed ia 
Europe, that the Maiilbreans are not far from returning to your 
party! fince they keep an envoy with you. But .witliout detaining 
onrfelves on thefe kinds of politicks, we continue our juftifica- 


The frit reproach which prelents itfelf, after thole whi 
have already refuted, is that, of afi cxceJTive vanity ^ ^hii:h , 


which we, 

■ litivc ia ,M4. 1 Minded 

US In that de^ree^ as to make us demand the mofl imprudently in the 
^verld^ that our titles jhould he exa??iined. Others than you, ^Sir, 
tv ill fee m our proceeding a did'erence quite- oppoflte to vanity ; 
and thoie that ihall read what was wrote on one dde and the other 
mi this fabjectby the deputies of the two nations, vyiil remark, that in 
your letter you put in your own dreis 'W.hat paifed in the conferences* 
to take an advantage w'hich the truths of the fafts, which we iup- 
•|5ofe )OU have not had leifure to examine, w^culd not give you. It 
will be feen in the aiuhentick wu-irings, w'hich we refer to, that 
we only lefufed to give copies of our pieces till you had produced 
yours / and there alfo will appear the very well grounded reafons 
We had to act in that manner. If you have a mind to know what 
V;as our dehgn in aclvancmg, that your commilFaries had^ orders to 
dirpute our rights, it was only to deferibe what had • paliccl in our 
conferences, when, after the account that wms given you^oMhe 
trrft coQimunication of our pieces, ^ you fent inftead oi titles, 
which we had been made to expe<fi:, interpreters to exauune ouis 
afrefn. Our pieces /were fo entruiled to them, tiiat they were 
taking copies in a feparate chamber from that which %ve were in. It 
was lipoii certain w'ords of your commiiraries, thro’^ which we faw, 
that icme fecret piece of bulineis was preparing at Trichinopoly j^and 
upon the deciararion which was repeated to us of the neceliity oi' ac- 
knowledging Mahomed Alice, previouily to every thing, that one 
of us went anci withdrew as well the pieces as the copies, by this^ 
time aliiaoil liniihed,.fa}ing, chat we would again produce 
them, and even the oiiginais (for we had brought only atteued 
copies) as foon as you Ihoiiki have in readinefs thole you ougliyo 
commugicate, and have it in your power to produce theiu. ^ Kor 
the reft, your interpreters did not lay a word againft^our pieces; 
and if we may mlume a right of aliening any thing without proof, 
we could pronounce with truth, that they found tnem irreproach- 
able* Your cotiuuiiraries aniu fed us to the end ^ or the coihhrences 
Snthe chicanery, which may be feen In their wuitings, and of wHcli 
wc leave the iudgment to thofe to whom it fiiall belong, 
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¥p?i had yi^iir reafons. Sir, fpr addin 
already pointed out, that of our \ 
not more lucky in the choice of 
convince us. It is on the fubjed of r 
Salb, which we quoted to iliew that 

fiiehd, w^hen he'was on hjs way to Tncliinopoly. 'TMrietter is of 

tie month of Aug«fi: ,K. . it h 

Dtipleix of the i&th tebruary, 1752, upon this your anfwer? to 
^rove our ignorance, that hy the date of your letter it muft ha^<e 
mn ‘wrote above a year after you had foined Mahomed Allee. Does 
tjiis P^ove that it was not of the time we referred to it ? No af- 
iaredly; pay, admitifyou choofeitj^diat it vras even later than we 
make it, it vnli only uea ftronger proof pf w'hat we advanced, as i- 
W1.I make it appear, that you kept up ftiil longer with Clrandah S!>tb 
the appearances of frieiidlhip, true or falfeT let our ignorance reli: 
- declarations of friendlhip you made 

to Chundah Saib, m a nme when you had already 'ioined his 
enemy a pvhole year ; this laft circumftance does not render our 
ahertion tajfe : and if your condufc gives the lie to your letter 
the con traaidtion falls rather ’on you than on us. It carries in- 
deed an accufatson of quite a different nature from ignorance, 
wnich you impute to us. 

li. is however after this fo lucky an imputation, that vou 
think you have a right to qverfet with one fingle word \vhat 
we had advancea upon the juftell; grounds, and to advance on 
your part, what is contradiSed by a crowd of witnefles. How 

Vi Chunda Saib never was ackowledged fai 

leafl: you add by any one of authority) and that he was obbyU 
on his leaving Pondichery, to befiege the ftrong places of the 
1 roviace. Namp one^ fingle liege that he madeT except 'that of 
Chetteput, a place tnat had tor many years belonged to his per- 
Iona, enemy, and which even he only invefted to make him pay t he 
money he owed to the Circar: he had then in his camp and 
m his attendance the greateft part of the lords of the cuumrv. 
We aflert wh^ vve faw, and what we could get atteiled U 
.■noufands of witnefles, if it was neceffary: but >ou know ver'v 
'well jourfelf, that if the whole country had not been in fub- 
mnlion and peaceable, Chunda Saib would never have emered 
■upon the liege of Trichmopoiy, wherein, notwithifending all vour 
alTuiancesof friendfhip, he could never doubt but vou wuuld'on- 
poie him. The truth of this is, that little do you' concern vour- 
lelf how much the invalidity of w'hat you alledge appears here, 
prOTided the lame evidence cannot be given in Europe, 
dc? replying on the faS of HodgeeAd- 

appears plainly, that the English thLfelvei, 

fcl “ this af~ 

^ ^ and is hjonJ your 

Only a few Imes after thk anfwer you conclude, s/mi In ail mr 

pictes 


*g to all the other repro 
‘^gnomnceof the fads • bat yo 
:tlie exaniple by, which you v 
■ J one of your letters to Cliu 
' talked to him illll 


1 
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eiw there h not one true or one that has not been rt^ 
fated. You are in the right j "Siin if the method of refuthtg which 
we have been obfervmg appears to jou fuffident, of which 
die very refped: we have for you inuil make us doubt. It is 
however found convenient for the avoiding all perpie>:itles ; it 
would have been a great one in the plan of the liiilory you 
propofed to exhibitj, if in the coiirfe of it you had found Chunda 
Saib aclaiowledged cad peaceable poifelTor, in tracing the rife 
iliat you w<5uid ■ alhgri..:to, . the., .prefent war. -You tlrive , your .. 
iitmoil to prove that the Freoch begun It, and to that end 
you advance^ that before this the French had a quarrel with 
Anaverdey Cawn.> which has been demonftrated to you to hav-e 
been totally firjfned before the beginning of that now in queflion. 
But Mahomed Alice, you will fay, is ion of Anaverdey Cawn, 
dilpoHeilld by Chunda Saib, and we -only - iiipport his rights, 
•which Chunda Saib had ufiirped. What, Sir, are the rights 
of Mahomed Alice derived from his father in a moveable go- 
vernment r Did Mahomed Alice liimfelf pretend to -have any till 
you forced him to foppofe for Was not all fettled with him 
as he defired it, till you led him to revolt ? This is not fovmd- 
ed on fimpk allegations, the | 3 roofs' exift and have often been 
fliewn you. 

In vain do you endeavour to make but one of thelb two dif- 
ferent wars; 'jou will find no connedbn between them but 
inch as two fucceeding events muil neceffarily have: the eiTorts 
you make to eftabHlli another, to julBfy you hi the war you are now 
making, proves ckarlj that this laft gives you no pretext to act iit 
a manner as if the French did appear to be, the authors. 

' ‘ The detail you have taken the trouble to go through, 
what has palled fmee the Epocha, you have choie to ix, would 
furnidi us with a fair field to take our revenge for the reproach . 
you io frequently make us on the fubjedl of facts ; but^ it is 
' ' With' regret- wedee ourfelves,,.iii , a fituation . tc xonte'il . on , fuch a , 
matter with the chief of a nation, and efpeciaily ot yours ; and 
we fhali difpeafe with it as far as poiTibie; we can do it on 
this occahon, without appearing to abandon either die inteieic 
of our nation or of the truth. The marquis Diipleix acldreiied 
to you, Sir, tivo years ago a recital of thefe fame events, to 
which you have not yet given any anfwer. ■We refer to the 
memorial of the 1 8th February 1752, ail fuch as ^ would attain 
a true knowledge of the aifairs in queftion. The difference jhey 
will hnd between your narrative and- that which we ipeak 
of, is that the marquis Dupleix does not, fupport^ what he ad- 
vances on his foie authority, but that to every -fadt he annexes 
ihe proof ■ ■ ■ , ' ' 

We refer it in the. fame manner ,.to the. pieces and memo- 
rials of the marquis Dupleix, for the iniormadoa of thofe who 
■are to iiidse oi* the grievances of the two nations, and which you 
D 4 ■ ■ 



Xv i ro rneaayanmgeot yours; we do not den. 

' ^ 7‘ ! reaion to be iurprifed in Europe at 

mfled m Inaia between Europeans, whofe fovereigns and ‘ tC 
bodies of the nations are m peace; but the point Is to fee or 
^vhich fide the blame Ihould falll You coufpkin bit‘erlv 
pm governor declared to you that vour flag I'houjd no longer b, 
^ leciirity to you : iuch aa article aierlted that you ihould hav« 
quoted the letter 5 aadyouvdli give us ktive, at letul: to doubt 
tram the itroag reafons that we have to believe he never dC 
write to you in this tone. He migiit however in fome 
have been fupportcd in it: Had he not a ri^ht to irake"*'r^ 
priials after you had infulted and torn down "the French fia^ 
iTom the places where it was planted, and denudifhed Covcloiv 
niter a poiFehion of two years and a lirdf : but the French wci* 
to St. Thome; fuppofmg that true, does St. Thome bdonj?^ u 
your But the country houfes of the EngSilh were burnt! die-, 
xurnimre carried off, fome. of which uas'brouglu to Pondichery 
It was in a Moods country, that the Moors, lawmliy enra'c^ed 
maae thefe expeditious, although lome I'heuch might have bee. 
found in the cjoud at a time when the body of the Fiench dc 
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of whscii too have no foundation but fables which you have 
adopted, and which we never before heard of; fuch is that 
which concerns the mother of Salabatzing: you ftrive to make 
Jiiin appear as the author pr the accomplice of all thefe crimes. 
Nothing more however is requifite for his hill juftification but 
to read your own narrative. On his fide, he never fpeaks to 
you of the death of Chimda Saib, but on thofe occafions where 
yourfclves oblige him to it, and then in the concifeft manner 
although nothing io ihocking has palTed, nor that can with more 
grounds be imputed to Europeans. It feems to us, Sir, (^ive us 
leave to tell you fo) that it would better become the chief of 
a nation, fuch as you are, to let this crime reft with thofe that 
did it, than to juftify it by giving room to believe that the 
wiiole nation approve it. You have endeavoured to difguife 
the affair by feverai means ; at iaft you agree that Chunda Saib 
was executed as a criminal 5 fo far is certain, that his head was 
cut off at the breaking up of a council, at which the chief of 
your^ army afilfted ^ it is faid that even this council was held 
io his tent. It is therefore of the Englifh that it might be de- 
manded with much more juftice, than of us ; whence derive 
their right to judge, and to put to death in an infamous manner 
Kkibobs and^ governors } For all that you fay, Sir, againft Chunda 
Saib and his titles, does not difprove him to have been legi- 
timate governor of the Carnateck. Vouchfafe not to be of- 
fended at this word, and to fupport for a moment our temeriiy^ 
until it &all be diifipated by our juftification. We have but one 
very plain queftion to aik you 5 Was not Salabatxing the mafter 
' of Deckan, when Chimda Saib was put to death > and had noc 
this iaft a faned from Salabatzing ? You was not ignorant of it, 
and v;lien we produced afreili tiiis faned at the conferences, no 
objeaion was made to it All that you fay as yet againft k 
yourfelf, amounts to no more than empty declamations againft all 
our pieces in general ; nothing decifive on this fubject, only 
that one is without date, and chat two draughts of another are 
fealed with tvvo different feals. We have fuffciently replied to 
thefe two chicaneries, neither of which has any reference to 
the faned Chunda Saib was invefted ^vich- You will here pro- 
duce Gauzedey Cawn, as having annulled the faned of Chunda 
Saib by^ that wdiich be granted to Mahomed Allee. Shew us 
then this, Sir, for we deny it 5 and further, to fadsfy you that 
we do not deny after your method, we v/ili prove to you that 
we have authority for denying it, and this by a lettW from 
Gauzedey Cawn hirafelf to Chunda Saib. We fpoke of this 
to your commiffaries, and they may recoiled it, 

Suppofe even there w^as a faned of Gauzedey Cawn in favour 
of Mahomed Allee j when Salabatzing became without the kaft 
doubt foie mafter, had not he a right to revoke it ? If he did 
»o£‘ do it exprefsly, it is becaufe fucli a faned never appeared ; 

but 



hut he %vrote to you etprefsiy that Mahomed Alice was a re- 
bel, and that he forbid you aiTifting’ hioi : this Is proved by the 
very letter of Salabatxing. After this can one conceive how a 
man like you can perfift oblHnately in ikying that Mahomed 
Aiiee is legitimate mafter of the Carnateck ; ill 11 lefs can one 
conceive how you can hope to fuppiy his want of‘ right by 
inveighing agaiulb thofe that fay he has none ; it is never tlieleis 
the method you adopt, and oblerve whither it leads }ou, to the 
difputing Saiabamng his authority, or the inventing to evade it, 
the vaineft fubtleties $ to the reiuiing lo acknowledge thole uiut 
he has named for the government of the country, and to the 
denying or making a ihew of ignorance of their titles, even after 
they have been notified to you 5 at the lame time that you have 
faid in another place, that you acted cmly by the orders of Sak~ 
batzing, in your letter to the marquis Dupleix,'' dated a 1 it Sept. 
1753 ; and in your letter of the iBth Odtober following, you 
admit of Ills right to fubliitute w-hom he fhouid think proper 
to the government of the provinces in his fubjedioni and in 
that of the 18th December following, you fay that ‘the prince of 
Deckan, from whom you received letters to alJiil; Mahomed 
Alice, would rejoice to the refuling to hearken to* any condi- 
tions of peace, uniefs they are begun by fubmitting to Mahomed 
Alice in acknov’ledging invifible titles and chimerical rights : to 
the eftabliihing on fo riight a foundation, the advantages 3^011 
would procure for your nation when it depends only on your- 
feif to procure very iblid ones. We offered you fome, which 
do not deferve the contenipt you hold them in ; but it h piaisi 
to be feen by the manner in which you rejedl: them, that there 
are none you would accept from any other hand but Mahomed 
Alice's, of w^oni you have made your idol, hut an idol of 
the country fafcioa, which has no other uiovement but that 
which you give it. 

If you are offered the independency and imniiinity of D’ibute 
for the town of Madrafs (which is an iiiefttniable advantage) 
you pretend that you have it already ; for in denying the ac- 
knowledgment in quelHon, you cannot, Sir, mean with regai'd to 
former times, when we knew very alfurediy that it did exiil ; 
you have the proof in your boohs, and we in the demand that 
was made of it by the father of Mahomed Alice hinuelf 10 the 
nmrquls Dupleix j it is therefore with regard to the pre rent time 
by virtue of fome couceifion ; but from whom ? it can be from 
no one but Mahomed Alice. If you arc oifered large lums on 
the footing of reimburfing your expences in the war, it h a 
fnare, you fay, to difengage you from Mahomed Alice 
take 'the oppormnity of betfowing the blackeft epldiete on the 
marquis Dupleix. If you are offered territories, you reply the 
grants are already given you. 


am 
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vtly ^tnat they were not by Naxlrzing’; 
Eihomeii^^Aiice^ It mull: indeed be con- 
:ages, citered; on.,. our' part -do not come: 

■ dnd of which- yoii leave' 
Ton gi'^e us to under fi and that 
ds as. a moritgage and fecurity^ and. 

good; , firm... y^. - The 6 HI form and 
that he who made, it, has a right to 
ivA this condition he mofl: certainly failo 
cuky with youjJjoa havegot poffedlon, 
the'';4.'rcot . country, 'you con- 
a few Jageers there, in order that 
^no more ; becanfe your jiiilice in- 
equality between the two nations. For 
you are latisfed with being inafters 
it is for this you 
iliould remain to him, and that every 
feootis Allee Cawu 
;ood inteili- 
. was'.com-^- 
^ ^ he is •not- 

hiiuieif cannot name any o'ther::i' 
if it falls on any 
z cafe the right devolves 
We offered this fame Maho- 
:ablilhmen.t out of the Arcot coun- 


We know very poiiti 
dlls then is again by M 
fcffed that tliefe ativaii! 
near wliat you propofe to yojirfelves, 
no- longer the leait doubt. ' 

Trkhinopoly is in your hands 
that you ha^e a co.ntra& in 
moll: eilential Ihoiiid be, 
what ' he difpofes ^ of, ai 
hi; but this is no difficuky 
and you propofe to h 
rent yoiirleif with poiTeiTiiig 
the French may pretend to 
dines you to eiiablif 
all the reft of the country; 
of it under the name of Mahomed Aliee 
ciioofe that this country f ’ ' 

Other perfon be incapable of poileiiing it. 
of Velour, with wmom you acknowledge to live in cr< 
gence, even fince SalabatyJng feat him the faned v/liich 
municated to you, cannot get your conient, becaiife 
Mahomed Allee, Salabatzing 
bscaufc his choice cannot be deemed free, 
other but Mahomed Allee 5 in fucli 
on yourielf to appoint this laih 
Hied Allee a confiderable ef 

try ; the propofal Is intolerable, it. is treating a prince like a pri» 
yate perfon. This pretended prince was contented heretofore, 
but you are not fatisfied V/hat is the meaning of all that’ 
Sir ? It is eafy to divine ^ this is the method by wdiich you feels 
to eftabliih equality between tlie two nations, by remaining in 
poffefllon of a confidcrable kingdom, protedors of Mahomed Alice 
in all the^ reff^ of the Carnateck, and" making a particular dillri- 
Ijution of a few Jageers to ferve as a meafure of the liberality 
Mahomed Aliee is to fnew .the French. See there the end oi 
thefe propofals, fo full of rcafon and juffice, fo conformable to 
the laws of the country, and which we cannot rejedl, according 
to you; w^ithoiit declaring ourfelves iinreafonable, 'and fornething 
worfe. The co^nmerce^ you Jhall he free to the French^ juft 

the lame as to the Engiilh, although we may well be perfuadeci 
that Mahomed Allee^ out of gratitude and friendfhip^ ^otdd di- 
(iinguifh the Engiijb in his favours. Hov/ever this preference 
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are tributary to tlbem feali oppofe the alterations they may think 
proper to make in ’ this province ; and it is in this manner that 
you would make it appear that you iiipport only the funaanientai 
Laws of the Mogul Empire^ while the very 'idea overthrows 
them utterly. ^Tliis pretended guaranty which cannot take place, 
and which is little known to the Afatlcb, preients an idea quite 
ciiiterent from that which you would lend it for the commerce 
of the Arcot country : W’e fee the end of it, it is the maintain.* 
ing h'iahomed Alice and his defcciidaHts In i*he government of 
this province, in fpite of the lords of Deckan, and of the em- 
peror himfeif j it is the continuance of a tiie duration of 
w’hkh has already been too long; it is the ruin of Myihre 
ami Tanjour, w^hich will be the confeqiience of the neceiliry this 
guaranty will put the mailers of Deckan to, in order to reduce 
tfiele tributaries into thejiut bounds they ought to obferve wiih 
legard to them : this is ail that can be hoped from a gnaran^v 
as chimerical as it is oppofite and injurious to the Mogul go'- 
■vermnent We do not aik you what means you would pariue 
to engage thefe powers in this imaginary guaranty. We do not 
carry our curioiity fo far j but fuppofing it had no other oh- 
jetlion but the commerce, which ailuredly is not the cafe, wc 
beg you will permit us to oher the following refiedtions. if 
we Ihould meet wdtli any moleilation, any infult, or any In- 
jiifdce, our refource will be to arm all the people abovementioned^ 
to make a league like that, which by many contrivances you 
at length formed againil us, and to begin a war worfe than 
this, provided our guarantees will confent to it. if a priuite 
Frenchman Ihould fuifer the iofs of a thouiand pagodas the na- 
tion llialj give lacks to Morarow to engage him to come and 
ravage the whole country, and get Juillcc done to the perfon ag- 
grieved. It is thus that the Engiijh do not feek any ad^jan^ 
for them [elves alone ^ and propofe to hold all in common 
vjith the French. 

In comparing, Sir, your propo'als with ours, three very jufl; 
concluhons ihould be drawn, with which we fhail liaiih this 
letter. 

The firil conclufion, is, that very niuch is wanting to your 
defirlng a parity of treatment for the two nations, and to your 
having taken, for the rule of your prctcnfions, ami your propofals, 
an equality of julHce. Parity of treafruent would be, that no 
more favour be Ihewn to one nation than the other ; you are 
willing however, by jour own confellion, to have as much as 
the Pkench (and even infinitely more, as you fnew w^Ithmit ac- 
knowledging it) while for this the French are obliged to ftrip 
themfelves by the rights they have ^ and to invefc you wirli 
thofe you have not. Equality or jufdce deoiauds that rrery 
one receive according to his righce. "Thofe of tiw Fivneh are 
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leal ar4 well foil ndrsd, ard your refufal to acknowledge diem' 
cannot weaken theai, no more tlian yotir proteftations annui 

feconcl conclufion wall be, that you have without the 
kail' t?de, an ambition more real and more unmeaiurnble, than 
?'hat which vou fcek to infer iVom the titles of the marquis Du- 
rilk\o You’exckiim for that the ImM mafters of Deckan liavi^: 
iffociatcd him? to do him Iionotir in the govefrtmen’t of their 
cr-untry, as if he afpired to nothing lefs than the ufnrplng the* 
Whole." exercife, or what ufe has he hitherto made of 

shls'aiuhoritv? Sheiv it tis, and jiiflify by fome lawful inftanciv 
The dread you feign. He will not confeiit that you give for 
^nailer of the Carnateck a man who is enflaved to yoti, who h 
a rebel againit Sakibat'/Jng, to whom he is accountable, as 
well as to^us, for the blood of Chundah Saib» See here the 
i^bjedt of your cries againft him j. the mafters ot the coun- 
rrv have given him expreisly the province of Arcot with that^ 
of Trk binopoly. He*fees'wdth pleafure the government of 
die iiril in rhe hands of him whom Sabbar/Jng has cholen to 
•^rovern it, afxd he is endeavouring to procure, by lawful means, 
fhe fecond ibr the xMaiilbreans, to wdiom you promifed it, and 
whom you difappointed. Would you in his place have a^ed 
like him"? It is very evident not, by your endeavouring to ufurp 
the kingdom of Trichinopoly on a title as groundlefs as the 
c^'illon of a man v/ho has no manner of right to it, and who 
never can have- that of alienating ^ it. ^ Let the country recover kfS' 
tranquility, and the marquis Dupleix W’ill altonilh, by frelh ffrokes 
of difintereltednefs and moderation, thole that have not fo much 

as he. , ' ^ i* 

The third conclufion Hioiild be, that you arc very far from 
wllldng for peace as he does* He has endeavouied at it quite, 
in a different manner from you, whether you confider his con- 
duct or his offers. *1 he aiie£tation, which may be called ini- 
moderate, wherewkh you ftrlve to lay the rupture of the con- 
ferences he propoled to you at his door, Ihews plainiy that 
voU only aiJeavoured to fare appearances, and to turn tlieiu 
agninft him, if the thing were poifible. 

Excufe, Sir, the length of this letter j one word advanced 
without proof requires often many refleftions to refute it ; we 
fhoiild have many others, but the equivalent will he found la 
former writings. If any thing fliould dlfpleafe you, ^ir, in what 
■ive have beeii expofing, to you for our juftif.catioa, _we beg 
VOU will attribute it only to the neceffity we were orove to, 
both bf the end we were feeking and the matter we -were 

The* njarouis Dupleix laughed when w’e requefted of him on 
put part, Sir, that he would not forget to tianiimt your let- 



sen to his ftplors.^ Kc is not, Taj-s I-,e, die ^ pc-rfori 
wiftes the ieait to give them a knowledge of pieces fo ikvou- 
able to his canie. 

We have the honour to be, with profound refpeS 
Sir, * ^ 

Pondichery, the 7 th ¥ our mofrobcdient end humble Servant'- 

'755- ' Fr. L. LavILC 

Ba-USETT.' ' '■ 

De KEllJEAKf» 


P RIDE AU X"s Account of the H F G I R A, 

T^ROM the flight of Mdiomet, the Hegk, vdiicli is the /£ra 
of the Maliometans, begins its computation. It was firll ap« 
pointed by Omar, the Third Emperor of the Saracens, cn thiso'cea- 
. There happened a conteil before liini about a debt of rnone^^ ; 
the Cf editor had from bis Debtor a bill, wherein he acknov/ledo-cd 
the debt, and obliged himfelf to pay it on fach a day of focli a luontL 
The day and die month being pafsM, the Creditor fues his Debtor 
hefbfe Omar for the money. The Debtor acknov/ledged the debt, 
but denied the day of payment to be yet come, ahedgins: the month 
in the bill mentioned, to be that month in the year next enfuing 4. 
hilt the Creditor contended that it was that month In the year lali 
pall; and for want of a date to the bill, it being irnpoffible to decide 
this controverfy, Omar called his council together," to confxder of a 
method liow to prevent this difkulty for the future ; where it was 
decreed, that all bills and other iiiftrurixents iliould ever after have 
inferted into them the dare both of the day, of the month, and allb 
of die: ye in which they were figned.' And as to the Year, he 
liavipg coil ill! ted with Harnitizan, a learned Pcrflan tlien with hirn, 
by his advice, ordained all computations to be made for the future 
irom the flight of Mahomet from Mecca to Medina. 'And for tliu: 
reafon, this AEra was called the Hegira, which in the ArabickLan- 
guageTignifieth a Flight It takes its beginning from the fixteenth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord fix liiindA-d twenrv and two- 
And ever fince^this decree of Omar (which happened in the ei^di- 
teenth year of It) it hath conflantly been ufed among tlie Mahome- 
tans, in the fame manner as the coniputation from the incarnation of 
our Lord Chrift is with us Chriftians. The day that Mahomet left 
Mecca, waa on the flrft of the Former Rabia, and he came to Me- 
dina on 'the twelfth of the iamepnonth. But the Hegira beo^ins tVi/€> 
months before, from the firil: of Moliarraim For that .being the 
ink month of the Atabiaii Year, Omar m^ouk! make no alteration 





[ 63 ] ; 

ss tocto, blit anticipated dfe cornpntation fifty-nine days, tliac fie 

ndglit begin his from the beginning of tliat year in which this 
Flight of the Impoftor happened, which ga\re name thereto. Till 
the^appointing of this Aiira, it was iifuai with the Arabians to corn- 
nufe Yrom the laft great war they were engaged in. 

I'lie Hegira being that, \diich all of the Mahometan Religion 
have, ever iince the conilifiition of Omar, computed by ; the fiibjefc 
matter of the Hiitory which I now write oMgetli me henceforth 
to make uie of this through ,the remaining part of it. But 
becaufe it computeth by Lunar Years only, and not by Solar, it 
is requifite that I here inform the rp,der of the nature of diofa 
Years', and the manncT how the Hegira comptitcth by them. Ao- 
tien'cly tiie.Arabs, . altlio.iigli they always ufed'. Lunar Years, yet hr ■ 
iatercVilaring feven months in nineteen years, in the manner as do the 
Jews, reduced them to Solar Years 5 and confeqtiently had their 
months always fixed to the fame feafbn of the year. Out this growing 
out of life about the time of Mahomet, their year hath ever 
fmee been ftridtly Lunar, confiiling of only three hundred fiftf- 
four days, eight hours, and. forty-eight minutes, which odd Iiomu 
and minutes in thirty years making eleven days exadly, they inter- 
calate a day on the 2d, 5tli, jth, loth, 13th, i^di, i8th, aiiL 
a 4th, and 29th years of this Period. So that their year, in 
thofe years of this period, confifts of three hundred fifty-five days^ 
by reaYon of the intercalated day, wdilch they then add to the M: 
rnonth of the year. And this year all that profefs the Mahometan 
Religion have ever made ufe of 5 and there is a pafiage in the Al- 
coran whereby they are confined to it For the Jnipoftor there 
calls it Impiety to prolong the Year, that is, by adding an In- 
tercalary month thereto. So that according to this account, the 
Mahometan Year falling eleven days ibort of the Solar ^ it 
hence comes to pais, that the beginning of the year of the Plegira 
Is unfixed and ambulatory (the next year always beginning eleven 
days fooner than the former) and therefore fometirnes it happens in 
Summer, fonietimes in Spring, ibmedmes in Winter, and fome- 
tirnes in Autumn ; and in thirty and three years compafs goes 
through ail the different feafons of the year, and comes about agair^ 
to the iarne time of the Solar Year, although not exadtly to the 
fame day. Which being like to create fome confufion to us who 
are ufed'ro the Solar Year ^ to prevent this, after the year of the 
Hegira, in the margin I add the day of the month in the year of 
our Lord in which it begins. Ylie months of the Arab Year are as 
follows ; I . 2. Sfiphfir, 3. l^be former Rabia. 4. T/’e 

later Rahia* former Jornada, 6. Tbe latter Jornada, 7 . Ra jeb, 

%,Shalmn, t), Ramadan, io,Sha^aU, ii, Dulkaada. i 2, Duimgba, 
The firft hath thirty days, and the fecond twenty-nine, and ib 
alternatively to the end of the year 5 only in the intercalary years, 
Dulhagha hath thirty days, becaufe of the day j^ided, but on all 
other years only twenty*-rdu^ 



A Chr6mkgkal Table for thirty fi<ve Tears Oj 
Days of the Month on ^bich they begin 

Years of Chrift Years of the Years of C! 

fromiftjan. Hegira. &onr ifH 

623. . : i |uiy , ..5 

: : 3 24 
625 4-Jtine 13 642 

. 626. . , ; z . 643 

627 6 - May 23 644 

62B ■ 7'- May l i , '645 

629 8 - May 1 646 

9 “ 20 647 

631 10 - April 9 648 

632 1 1 - Marcli29 649 

633 iz-MarchiS 650 

634 ■ 13 ~ Mardi 7 65 s 

633 14-^66. 25 ^ 652 

636 15 -Feb. 14 653 

637 16 -Feb. 3 654 

638 n Hs 

%9 18 -Jail, iz 
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A Ciie De,^ Adori. of the 
, . F tench fleet j anchors - in 
fort St, David’s road 1 9a 

— engages unth Adrii. Pocock, 
breaks the line of battle and 
bears away 194. 

— — hislofs 195 

engages v/ith Adra. Pocock 
a fecond time 205 

-^avoids him 200 

— his fleets greatly fiiperlor 
to the Eaglilhs whom they en- 
deavour to avoid, bnt are pre- 
vented ^ ^ 343 

— — efcape in the night and 4 til 
to Pondicliery 345 

« EngliOi fleet, 

blit give way with all the fail 
they can make 346 

— retreat to Pondichery 3 47 
—on fight of Adm. Pocock’s 
fleet w^eigh anchor and make 
good their ' retreat to the 
iilands 3S^ 

Adlercron Colonel, marches to 
the relief of T richinopoly 1 7 8 

-takes poflefllon of Wan- 

dewafh ^ 

——evacuates it and returns 
to Madrafs 1 79 

I — and his regiment ordered 

; to England ^ ^ ^ *9^ 

1 Ahmed Abdalk, chief of the 

I -Paitans, marches to Delil and 

i • ■ ' . 

{ 


takes the Mogul and ali liis 
Omrahs- - pii&ners, and ■ after 
; plundering the palace replaces 
the Mogul on his throne 339 
— - marches . to Agra, ■■ feizes 
the revenues, and ilTues his 
orders to the Nabobs and Ra- 
jas •■to’ acknowledge his fon 
Timur ■ King , of Lahore, \vhorji 
he appoints to fuperinrend 
Indoilaa . ibid. 

enters Belli a fecond 
time and places his fon Timur 
'■ on the MoguFs throne 341 ^ 
Alampar va taken 373 

Allum Geer, placed on "the 
throne of the Moguls by the 
Omrahs x 1 1 

-—-is taken prifoner with all 
his Omralxs by Ahmed Ab- 
dalia, who replaces hiin on 
the throne 339 

'—murdered by two Moora 
difguifed in the habits of Fa- 
keers ^341 

Amet Shaw, a young prince, 
his remarkable behaviour 1 8 B 
Amoortarow, the Maracta Va- 
keel, comes with the Nabob 
to Madrafs 1S4 

aflaults Trepaiour, and 

is killed x86 

Anaverdy Cawm, appointed Na- 
bob of Arcot and coxifirmed 
byNazirzing 43 

Andrews Mr. lent from Madrafs, 
E m 



to take charge of the factory 
at Vifagapatam 293 

Angria, Governor of Severn - 
droog, turns pirate 1 5 3 

extends his conquefts iixty 

leagues ibid. 

— takes the Darby ■ and Re-' 
Iboration from the Englifh, 
and the Jupiter from the 
■French 154 

— throws off his allegiance to 
the Marattas, who apply to 
the Governor of. Bombay for 
affiftance againft him ibid. 

attacks a Dutch fleet, burns 

two ihips and takes a third 

*— on feeing the Engliih fleet 
abandons the fort of Geriah 

tries to make his peace with 

the Marattas, who infifl; on 
being put in polTcilion of the 
fort 160 

Arabs, very infolent and given 
to plunder 333 

^ -^—plunder the Engiiih factory 
at Gombroon 338 

A root, taken by Col Coote 372 
Articles of agreement between 
the company and the Raja of 
Vifanapore fettled by colonel 
Forde 294 

Articles of capitulation for fort 
St. David 198 

»■ — — for Gombroon 208 

for Vifagapatam 45 

Aurengzebe, cries to reduce the 
Marattas for twenty years, 
but in vain 138 

d’Auteuil, his meflage to CoL 
Lawrence 47 

his march to furprize 

Trichmopoiy 171 

— — dilgraced for having fuf- 
feredC. Cailkud to get into 
Trkhinopoljr 173 


B 

B Ailapa, commander of the 
Marattas, killed 97 
Balazerow, fiicceeds his father 
Bttdgerow in the government 
of the Marattas 138 

Bank remarkable, between the 
Cauvery and the Coleroon, 
deferibed 6 1 

Bazaletziiig, vilited by-M. De 
BulTy 362 

Bendennalanka taken by the 
French i66 

Bengal, bad news from thence 
prevents the Engliih from flip- 
porting the Viceroy againfi 
the French ibid. 

Black Capt. wounded • thro^ the 
leg in a fally 265 

Bombay ; _ 123 

Bonnagery, taken 'by the Ma- 
rattas, who abandon it 90 
Brereton Major, makes a fally 
from fort St. George to the 
Governor’s garden-houfe 255 

takes the ' command of 

the army and flirprizes Con- 
jeveram ^ 288 

takes Tnvitore 355 

attacks Waadewalh, and 
takes the Fettali 356 

~his behaviour in the bat** 

tie of Wandewaih 36S 

~~ dies of his wounds 369 
Bourdonnals ML de ia, his ac- 
count of the Monfoon 3 5 f 
Buchanan Capt. and Capt. Forbes 
refbfe a large bribe from the 
Marattas to put them in pof* 
feffionof Geriah i6i 

Budgerow, 'Ufurps the govern- 
ment (of the country fouth of 
Guzarat) over the Marattas, 
and is called the Naima 1 38 
Su% De, and his troops, or- 
dered 




dered by Salabatzlng to retOm 
to Pondicliery 165 

—takes pofieffion of Hydra- 
bad, and fortifies it to defend 
liirafelf 5^ 

— plunders tlie Bazars 1 6 f 

— is- reinforced from Pondi- 

cberj ^ ibid. 

- — takes Vifagapatam 166 

— taken prifoner 369 


C Adapah Nabob of, killed by 
the Marattas 1 86 

Caillaiid Gapt. bis party, fur- 
rounded by the French in 
Tondemarf's country 118 

mediates between the King 

of Tanjore and Tondeman, 
and prevents hoftilities i 6 z 
^ — mai'ches out of Trichino- 
poly to the ailiflance of Ifouf 
Cawn i 69 

goes againft Madura 1 70 

•—attempts to take Madura 
" by furprlze, is difappointed 
ibid. 

— turns the liege of Madura 
into a blockade, and marches 
to relieve Trichinopoly 1 yz 
- — deceives the French, and 
relieves Trichinopoly 173 

* marches from Trichinopoly 

to befiege Madura : baiters In 
breach, and is repulfed i 8 1 
^ — lands with a Detachment at 
Madrafs 208 

— receives a Majofs conimif- 
fion 2 j o 

- — fent to get ailiftance from 
die King of Tanjore, &c. 219 
<— gets tome troops of horfe 
from him and marches to 
Chengalapiit 221 

— lays a plan for furprifing 
Sadrafs, but m difappointed 
224 


“ — -Major, wounded at the 
taking of Conjeveram 28S 
Call, chief engineer, his journal 

'' . " 2|i 

Cancal, deferibed and taken 373 
Cau very river 61 

Cauverypauk, . taken by Capt. 
Clive 63;. 

Chillambrum,tali:cnby the French 

92 

Choultry, deferibed 9S 

Chout, or tribute, paid to the 
Marattas 

Chunda Saib, lerves as General 
under Duell Allee Cawn, who 
gives him one of his daughters 
to wife 

— -goes with the Nabob to 
afiifiance of the Queen of 
Trichinopoly, and under pre- 
tence of a vifit gets poirefTioa 
of the town, imprifons the 
Queen and puts the 
competitors for the govern- 
ment to death ibid. 

— — befieged in Trichinopoly, 
and carried prifoner to Sattar- 
rah by the Marattas 43 

at the requeft of Muza- 

pherzing lelcafed from im* 
prifonment 45 

-goes to Pondicliery, and 

gains over the French to join 
Muzapherzing Ibid, 

appointed Nabob of Arcot 

by Muzapherzing 44 

retreats with the French in- 
to Pondichery 4S 

— — raifes an army, Is alllfted 
by the French, and appointed 
Governor of Arcot by M. 
Dupieix 

marches with the French 

againfi: Trichinopoly, and in- 
vells it ... ■ 

■ is taken prifoner by 

■ .v..nagee' :■ ■ ■ 

—and privately beheaded ibid 



lii'S chara6:er 73 

Clive Capt joins the army at 
Trlchinopoiy ; is fent for to 
Madrafs to command the liege 
of Arcot, which he takes 57 

commands Arcot during the 

fiege 58 

— Tallies out and takes all the 
enemy’s cannon and levels their 
trenches ibid. 

marches out of Arcot after 

the enemy, whom he totally 
defeats, and takes the forts of 
Timery, Cauverypauk, and 
Conjeveram ibid. 

— — detached to cut off the fup- 
plies of the enemy 69 

is furprifed at Samieveram 

by .the French, who take the 
Pagoda 70 

- — —is in danger of being cut 
down by a French Sepoy ibid. 

ftorms and retakes the Pa- 
goda, and befieges Pitcliunda 
-ibid. 

-—takes M. D’Auteuil and his 
whole party prifoners 72 
—— takes Covelong and Chen- 
galsput 84 

« — —lands with the troops at 
Gerkili ^ 160 

— —takes pofrefilon of the fort 
J 6 1 

fent from Madrafs to re- 
take Calcutta 166 

detaches two thirdsof the 

army from Calcutta into Gol- 
conda to prevent M. De Con- 
fians from reinforcing M. 
Lady’s Army 292 

Coffrees defcriloed 72 

Coieroon river 60 

Colguddy plundered by Colonel 
■ Heron, . / 1 46 

Cotieries, deferibed 65 

Contans He, ^ commands the 
French army' in Gokonda, 


and marches to attack Vifa- 
iiapore 291 

——army encamped near Tab 
lapool ^ 294 

“determines to cannonade 
^ Coi. Forde in his camp, and 
is defeated by him 
—retreats after the battle to 
Rajamundry and Mafulipatani 

— — and encamped two miles 
from the walls of Mafuiipa- 
taiB 301 

upon the approach of Col. 

Forde retreats into Maiiiii» 
patani ' ibid. 

fends an officer . to Colonel 

Forde to ailc quarter for the 
garrifon, which is granted 

Commiuaries, atSadrafs iiz 
Congrefs, appointed hj Mr. 
Saunders and Dupleix, to be 
held at Sadrafs, Mr. P,allc 
and VanSttart fent on the be- 
half of the EngKft, F. UA- 
vaur, M. Be Kerjean and De 
Baufett for the French ibid. 
Coop Saib, comes over from the 
French and joins the Englilh 
army w'ith one tlioufand horfe 
and fourteen elephants, &c. 

72 

Coot bodeens, treaty with Mr. 

Spencer 3 1 7 

Coote CoL. joins the army at 
Conjeveram, and takes ‘ the 
command of it 360 

takes Wandew^aflii and Ca- 

rangoly 361 

— — marches to relieve Conje- 
veram 363 

— ‘ — marches to oppofe the 
French 364 

— —line of battle 365 

—marches to Vfandewalh 
367 
Coote, 


1 



* 


Coote, Col. gains a compleat the French take poileffion of 
victory oyer the French 3*68 it zoj 

— -—takes poileffion of the French B’Leyrite fiicceeds M. Godeheu 
camp' and' artillery: ^ ; ,ib|d. , . ^ " ' ^^3 

«“ — takes Brigadier Gen. de Delll, plundered for three days 
Buily and Le Gode?ille, with by the Pattans, who retire to 

feveral other great officers, Lahore 190 

prifoners 369 Deckan*, a third part of the 

»—deil:roys the country round Mogul’s empire 135 

Pondicliery 370 -—views of the feveral pro- 

--obliges Innis Cawn, the vincesinit ibid. 

Maratta General to remrn Bivy ifland, taken by the French 
home ibid, from the Engliili 87 

Chetteput 37 r Draper Col. arrives at Madrafs 

—takes Arcot 372 and marches to Wandewafli 

^.reilores the Nabob to Ills 213 

capita! ^ ibid. males faily from fort 

takes Parmacoil and Allam- St. George into the Black 

parva 373 Town, and puts the French 

Corniili, Rear Adm. joins Adou into confiifion, who abandon 

Pocock 35 J their cannon 217 

^arrives at Madrafs 373 — « leaves the army and re- 

Cope Capt. marches to the af- turns to England for recovery 

fiftance of Mahomet Allee of Ms health 287 

Cawn Dueft Allee Cawn, Nabob clf 

Coxa Abdallah Cawm, appointed Arcot ^ 41 

Nabob of Arcot 43 Jdlled in battle with the 

Cuddalore, taken by the French Marattas ^ 43 

196 Dupleix M. writes to Nazirxing 
Cumberland reduced from iixty- and mfilfs that none of the 

fix guns to fifty-eight 343 family of Anaverdy ■ Cav/a 

— 'in great diitrefs 332 ffiall ‘ever govern Arcot 49 

.-and Cliunda, Saib lay a 

D fcheme to afifaffinatc Nazir- 

zing ibid. 

D Alton Capt. diflodges the ifociated' with Muzapher- 

French from Outatoor 7 1 zing in the government of the 

Ihut up in Trichinopoly Deckan, and ailumes the fiatc 

and in want of provisions of an^ Eaiten Prince, and^is 

91 prociaimed a Nabob ibid. 

Danes, attack the King of Tan- prockims Rajah Saib Na- 

jore's pagodas 163 bob of Arcot, and by forgery 

Davecotah, taken by the En- got himieif declared Governor 

pBh who have a grant for it of the Carnedck, keeps his 

From the King of Taojore Durbar, and fupports the 

59 character of Souba of the 

--—abandoned by the Englllh, Deckan ^ 

E 3 unpk 4 Xp 


I N D E'X. 

Duplek, ^M. falfe alTertion hi Forde Co!, marches to Neiloiire 


ills Memoire fee N'^te 73 
-——offers the Nabobfirip of Ar- - 
. cot to Moods Alice C£i>va 

' ’ . 7 ? 

‘his manner of relating a lots • 
of 364 French fee Note 109 

forgery of the Mogul’s fa- 

neds deteded by Mr. Van- 
llttart IJ 4 ' 

is fuperfeded, and returns 

to France y *35 

Dupicix Fateabat, built in 17^0, 
and burnt by Capt. Clive 

* 75 * 53 

Duifuck, or order, under the 
Chan Sumaun, or Steu^ard’s 
Seal, for the honourable com- 
pany’s holding the king s fleet 
at Surat 3^^ 

^ Llavanafore taken by the' 
French 174 

Ellis Mr. applied to by the in- 
habitarits of Surat to recom- 
mend the fitting out an expe- 
dition from Bombay for taking 
pofTeffion of the caftle and 
Tanka . 3U 

Elmiferam, furrenders to Capt. 
Dalton 68 

furrenders to Monagee loz 

Engliih and French propofals 
113 

Eradmoodin Cawn, fee Muza- 
pherzing 44 

d’Eifaing Count, taken prifoner 
219 

inferts a very extraordi- 
nary claufe in the articles of 
capitulation for Gombroon 

336 


■^It^rpatnck Lieut wounded 

Jy through both' arms 


265 


, . ■■ * 7^ 

batters it , 

— — deferted by the Sepoys and 
retreats ' *77 

— -is ordered to the fouth- 
ward to prevent the defigns of 
the French againll Trichino- 
poiy ibid. 

— — his expedition to Goiconda 
29s 

lift of the forces under his 

command 293 

embarked from Calcutta the 

i zrh Odober, and arrives at 
Vifagapatam ‘ ibid. 

— —joins the Raja’s army ibid. 

■ — —encamps within three' miles 
of Tallapooi 294 

— marches to get between M. 
de Conhans and Rajamun- 
dry ^ ibid, 

forms in line of battle 295 
—engages the French army 
296 

after an obfllnate dlipute 

gains a couipieat victory ibid. 

gets poifeirion of the French 

camp, baggage, ammunition 
and ail their artillery, except 
four held pieces 297 

—r— delivers up the fort of Ra-* 
jamundry to the Raja of Vifa- 
napore 299 

marches towards Mafuli- 

patam ibid. 

enters into an alliance with 

the Raja of Narfipore, and Is 
reinforced with his troops 300 

takes pofTeffion of the 

F rench camp near MafuHpa- 
tam 301 

invefts and takes Mafuli- 

patarn by Itorm 302 

French army, demand a fum 
of money of 1 anjour but are 
reft fed j retire to Pomliclierj 

45 

French 



Freiicli armjj retreat in^ the 
nigbtj and leave their artillery 
behind them 47 

a*..--— ^ encamp near fort St. 
David 9 b 

march to Aurangabad, 


and are diftiirbed by Ballaze- 
row the chief of the Marattas 

87 

intrencli near Trividy 

88 

-attack a convoy going 


to Col Lawrence, near Tri- 
vidy, and are repulfed 90 
- retreat to Alletore and 


Moutehlllenour 1 02 

-troops on the ifland of 


Seringam reinforced from Pon- 
dichery, crofs the river, and 
attempt to efcalade Trichino- 
poiy 5 take Dalton's battery, 
add turn the guns againft the 
town ^ Joy 

—are repulfed with great 

lofs loS 

-defign to invade Tan- 


Tanjore's country, take Killy 
Cottah and Koi}addy,and make 
thcmfelves mailers of the 
bank, which they begin to cut 
in three or four places 1 2 2 

• inveil Trichmopoly 


man’s country with an intent 
to prevent him from fending 
any provifions to the Englilh, 
or joining them s 1 5 

invade the King of 


; — march an army to fup- 

port Mootis Allee Cawn ibki 
- endeavours to get the 


dominion of all the provinces 
oftheDeckan 163 

— -ambitious deilgu difco- 

vered by Ballazerow 164 

appear againil: and in- 

veil Trichinopoiy ifz 

-ordered to return from 


Trichinopoiy to Fondichery 

173 

retake Outremalour 

178 

plunder Conjeveramand 

are repulfed 1 79 

remain ftrongly in- 


trenched at Wandewalh for 
two months *80 

talce Chetteput 1 8 1 

—--—-receive a reinforcement 
from Europe 592 

— — ~fieet anchor in fort St 
David'sroad ibid, 

-army enter the bounds 


jore with a party of Ma- 
rattas ^ 109 

Hop the proceedings of 

the congrefs ^ 114 

march into Tonde- 


of and take fort St. David ibid. 

Admiral breaks the line 

and bears away 194 

-their lofs in the battle 


on the 28th of April 1758 

fleet forms a Ime of 

battle 204 

^7 favour 

of the night and anchor in 
Fondichery road ^ 206 

fail from Fondichery 

road for the iilands 207 
-feize a large Dutch 


and cut olF the the communi- 
cation from the Englilh 1 24 
— - — retreat, and encamp on 
the ifland of Seringam 1 26 

- — difpute the Nabob's 
right to VeMoure J $0 


ihip, and carry it into Pondi- 
chery 

-army abandon 


gam and the Englilh 
feffionofit 

— — — - take Nagore zoo 

iBarch to Trivalour, 

and fend deputies to the King 
of Tanjore to demand feyemy 



Coote 


lours appear before Gombroon — poifoned by bis ovi^r 
and i:ake it 333 fifter U 

break tbe articles of fon^ Sbaw Abadiz 

capiwktbnlbiGombrooaand Cawn> appaiated bj the Mo- 

■ ' / ' pi 


I U D 

lacks of roupees, a free paifage 
for their army through' his 
country, and ailiilance of his 
troops ibid. 

“ demand a iecond dnie 


fi?e lacks of roupeesj the King 
will give them but four s i o 

-advance againfi: Tan- 


jore and fire into the town, on 
which the negociation is top- 
ped . ■ ibid* 

— encamps at the mount, ■ 

takes poiTeilion of the Garden- 
hoafe and invefts Madrafs 2 1 6 

. — -takes pofieilion of the 

Black Town ibid, 

fbizes Sadrais,£u rnsout 


E x: 

blow up the Engliih fkaor, 

337 

Hggl- fupgyjQj. 

bet and force to the Engliih 
fleet, w'hicli endeavoured in 
vain to provoke them to fight 

343 

endeavour to efcape m 
the night, but arc prevented by 
the Revenge 344. 

efcape by Iiaaj Vveatlier 

343 

•—-—•begin to give way with all 
the fail they could make 346 
continues to retreat 347 

— fail for Poodmhery to dif- 

embark their men 347 

in Poiidichery road on 

fight of Adm. Pocock’s fieet 
■ ^ weigh anchor and efcape him 
by iteering to_ the fouth, and 
make good their retreat to the 
iflands 3*50 

^lefolved to takeTagada 

. 357 

z party defeated near Tri- 

chinopoly 358 

army takes Seringam, and 

cut the garriibn to pieces 359 
*— — afTembled at Arcot, join- 
ed by the fon of Chunda Saib 
and Innis Cawn 361 

— — defeated at Wandewafb 
andiofe their artillery 368 

prifoners on parole 370 

Hulfars defert to C®1 

375 


the Dutch foldiers and garrifons 
it 323 

— feizes Pouliacat, a 

Dutch fettlement 247 

^ foldiers fent ^ to; guard 

three boats laden with ammu- 
nition from Sadrafs to the Black 
Towm, while alleep are over- 
come and bound by the boat- 
men .who land at fort St. 

George 25! 

— — — *- fpring a mine which is 
of no fer vice to them 27 1 

— evacuate their trenches, 

quit the black town and raife 
the fiege of fort St George 
2 bO 

— ^rmy ready to mutiny 

288 

“ abandonNarfipore and 

retire to Mafuliparam 300 

**•* army of obfervadon G 

prevent Col Forde's receiv*- 

ing iupplies from Rajamundry Auzedey Cawn, Buckfliee 
301 £0 the Mogul 43 

““ - take Rajamundry 302 "-r* appointed Viceroy of 

-t. the Deckan by the Mogul 5> 

— — — poifoned by his own 
fifler ■ ' ' , 86 

-his fon, Shaw’- Abadin 





INDEX. 

g-nl to fucceed liiioj who is 

oppofed by Salabataing, fet-up 
by M. Dupleix 87 

Gerkh, defcribed and and taken 

Glogee, taken by tbe Frendi $a 
-defcribed 7^ 

“inveited ^79' 

,, -is abandoned: ■ dbid... 

Giogens De Capt. encamps under 
the walls of Trkbinopoly 55 
Godebeii Mr. Commiffary Ge- 
neral' and Governor General 
of all the French fettlements, 
arrives at Pondkhery from 
Frances iuperfedesM. Dupleix 
and introduces his propoials 
forafufpeBlioii of amis to Go- 
vernor Saunders i a6 

Godevile Wlx. takh prifoner by 
Col Coote,, vimo grants him 
his parole ^ 3^9 

Gombroon, an Englilh fettle- 
nient taken by the French 33 1 
Gore Capt. killed. 348: 


Njitam woods and recoi^er tlieir 
irnas:es , , ibid, 

returns- to T ricbiho.po- 


iy, and tried at a court-martial 
for oiifconduct ibid. 

Hookum, or order, under the Vi- 
zier’s feal, to Mr. Spencer, to 
afliCl and advlfe with Sciad 
Moynodeen Cawn in the go- 
.vernme-nt-of Surat ^ :: 324 

Houibul ..Hookiim, under, the 
great feai of the Nabob, to Mr. 
Spencer to take the caiiie of 
Surat for the Mogul 325 ^ 

-to the Englilh company " 

accompanying the phirnmud 
33 ^ 

IJuffars, fifty defert from the 
French and enter the Engli lb 
army. Are of great fervice aSS 


j 


' Ageers> explained 
James Co 


r Ardwicke Jndiaman, attack- 
ed by two French fliips 
_3o6 

Heron, Lieut, Col his expedition 
to coliedt the revenues in the 
Madura and Tiniievellj coun- 
tries ^ H3 

. — accompanied by Mau- 
phus Caw]^ ibid. 

— arrives at Maduraibid. 

takes the Governor, 

vvitli all hh treafures 1 44 

to Tinneveljy 
ibid. 

returns to Madura 
146 

carries away the ima- 
ges from Colguddy Pagoda 
which enrages the Colleries, 
who attack him in the demi% la 


1 28 

. Jommodore, com- 
mands the company’s marine- 
forces, joins the Maratta feet, 
and faiis in quell of Angria’s 
fleet 1 36 

— chaces them ibid. 
- isprevented from com- 


ing to an .adtion , bjihe dilato- 
linefs of the Maratta feet ibid. 
- anchors off .Bunco te, 


which furrenders to him on a 
fummons 1 5 8 

-anchors off Dabul wdth 


an Intent to attack it, but re- 
ceives orders to return to Bom- 
bay , 1^9 

^fent to reconnoitre Gc- 

riah ibid, 

•joins the fleet under the 


command of Admiral W atfon 
ibid. 

Jembikiilina and Seriiigam taken. 
The French anuy iurrender 
pnibners 



Uiy M, arrives at Pondi«^ 

chery fto'm Eimpe 1 92 


priioEers of war, and art^ feat 
fo fort St. David 74 

Ingeram, taken by tlie French: 

■ . . 166 

Jobniloii Mr- fent to ¥ifanapore 

-93 

Journal of the iiege of Fort St. 

George ? ' 231 

Ifonf Cawn, the Nellonre Son- 
badar fent to the affiftance of 
Man pha s Cawn 1 6 8 

marches from Trichl- 

nopoly to join the Engliih 
near Madrafs, and in his way 
takes Ellavanafore z 1 3 

Jnncan, .explained 134 


K lllpatrickCapt. Ihotthro^the 
body, and prevented by the 
fnrgeon from being cut to 
pieces by the Marattas 1 04 
Kirk Capt. killed at the head of 
■ his grenadiers, who are imme- 
dmteiy led on by Capt. Kili- 
patricfc to revenge his death, 

. and rom the French army 
i 00 

Kifoarauze, an ally to the Na- 
bob, Kiliedarof Tagada 357 
Knox Capt. detached to purfue 
the enemy as far as Raja- 
imundry 298 

is joined by Capt. 
Maclean with a reinforcement, 
conies up with the enemy. 
His Sepoys ,throw down their 
arms and diijierfe ibid. 

— takes poileffion of Ra- 
jamundrj ibid. 

detached againflNax- 

fipore 299 

takespoffellionof Nar- 
lipore 300 


— —takes Fort St. David, 
and blows up the fortifications 
202 

— encamps in the bounds 

"of Negapatam, and deaiands 

of the Dutch money, &c. 
cannon, ammunition and pro- 
vifions 208 

" fends a third time an 
ofScer of rank, with a prieft, 
to treat the King of Tanjore^ 
and to remain as hoilages for 
the performance on his part 
210 

— 77- — accompiiiheshis defign 
with the King of Tanjore, and 
defeats it by his own hafty 
temper 2u 

defeated in a Tally, 

raifes the fiege of Tanjore, 
and returns to Pondichery 
. ziz 

• ’“'takes Arcot, Tripaf. 

fore and Conjeveram Trino- 
malay, and Ihews a deiign to 
take Chengalaput but is pre- 
vented by the arrival of four 
companies of Sepoys ibid. 
— — ■ — - attacks Major Call- 
laud's party at the Mount, and 
after an obiiinate difpute re- 
treats 222 

‘remarkable letter to 
the Gov. of Pondichery inter- 
cepted by Major Caiilaud, and 
fent to Madrafs 224 

— raifes the iiege of fort 

St. George, and leaves his can- 
non behind 228 

.retreats precipitately 

from the Black Town, and 
blows up Col La vr rente's 
country houfe 286 

— takes pofTeliion of Con- 
jeveram, and fortifies it 287 
refuraes the command 
of the French army at Arcot 
3621 




? 



Lally M. plunders Conjeveram 
3*^3 

^«..__-».defeated by Col Coote 
at WandewaCh 368 

to ■ .Cliettepiit, 
affembles tlie army at Gingee 
and retires within the walls of 
. ' :?oiidichery.. ' 370 

— recalls his troops from 


Senngam 373 

Lawrence Col marches from Ma- 
drais to the afliftance of Na'^sir- 
: : 2ing» , and ' Is appointed. Gene- ' 
raliffimo over his army 46 

informs Nazir zing of a 

defign againft him ibid. 

— takes the chair in the 

conncii on the removal of Mr. 
Floyer ; fets out for England 
51 

returns from England _ 

and takes the command of the 
army 65 

is attacked by the 


French whom he repulfesj and 
relieves Trichinopoly. 66 
gains a compleat vic- 
tory over the French 68 

■ retires from the army 

on account of his health 76 
reafons againft at- 
tacking Gingee 79 

- — embarks from Madrafs 

with Capt. Gaupp's company 
and arrives at fort St, David 
80 

marches out to attack 
the. French,, who retreat to 
Fondichery ^ ^8 1 

-encamps at Trichajiky, 


— -marches to relieve 
Capt. Dalton at Trichinopoly 
^91 

^ — goes to meet the Eang 
of Tanjore, and is elegantly 
entertained by him 92 

arrives at Trichnopoiy 

93 

encamps on the plain, 

and is detained twelve months 
For want of provilions 94 

» with Mr. Palk> Is com- 


mililoned to treat with the King 
of Maifore, but prevented by 
the French 93 

•marches into Tanjore 


country and is joined by that 

King’s forces 97 

joined with recruits 

from England 98 

-—threatened to- be - at- 


tacked by the Frencli, which, 
he endeavours to avoid but 
finds it impoffible 99 

-— attacks and defeats 

them ^ lOd 

his army reinforced by 

Capt. Ridge toz 

attacks the French ar- 


my near the Golden Rock, de- 
feats them and takes pofieifioit 
of their camp with eleven 
pieces of their artillery 104 

^ wounded in the arm ibid. 

cantons his troops in Koi- 

iaddy ibid. 

marches to the aOlilancc 

of the King of Tanjore izz 
and 


-reviews the army, 


and attacks their advanced poll 
at Villanoiir ibid. 

— marches back and en- 

camps at Bahoor, the French 
army is ordered by M. Dupkix 
to follow him and are defeated 
ibid. 

— — enters Trivedy with 
his troops 84 


marches wdth Monagee to the 
relief of Trichinopoly 1 24 
cannonades the French 
tz§ 

goes Co join the army as a 
volunteer, and lands at Sadrau 
iSo 

takes poll at the Moun; 


and keeps open the comnmni- 
cation 



cation 'betweeji . Madrtfs and 
Chengalaput 213 

— ^ — lemforced' at the Mount 


Jiffi for affiftance to fupport 
him againft the Rebels, ami is 
joined by Capt. Cope at Wai- 
^ore: his gallant prefent to 


marches from the Monnt ^ 

and reinforces the garrifon at 
Madrais , ■ ibid. 

' letter, from-'' Mm ,'to the 
Go'v'ernor , giYing' an accoii nt 
of the fnperftition of the In- 
. dians, and the ' •pradices of 
their ,Priefi:s. See Introdti^'iion 
Lorraio regiment mutiny, and 
declare their refolntion to put 
thecountry under contribution, 
nnk/s^they are paid their ar- 
rears in,'; three days, , ; which 
they receive and return to their 
quarters,,; ; . ^90 


tiis camp IS routed by 
. the French 

— .^efcapes from the 'French 
to Triclilnopoly 

- — —appointed Nabob of Ar- 
cot, and is fupported by Capt. 
Cope _ _ ibid, 

bis character 1 ^ | 

~ — is diareffed by the extra™ 
vagance of his brother, and 
unable to pay the workmen to 
. ' conipleat his^ for tihcatioii;. ibid. 
~~ is.advifed by the 'ifli, 

: and fettles at Arcot to fav^;' ex- 
peaces '142 

^’**’'"""■1'"'““''^ .met" by ,,Col*,,ILaw.rcnce, 
■ Mr, Palk and Mr. Wailh, and 
invited to Madrafs 1 48 

panj'^s Garden-hoiifa, by the 
,, ■ 'Go.vern:Or,:;;&c» ,i 45 

^ fb,ts o.ut to colled, his re- 
venues, accompanied by Major 
Kiilpatrick ibid. 

Mahomed Ifouf Cawii Scubadar 
of Nelloure, his character 217 
MaiiTore King of, his army joins 
the Englhh 137 

Maiilbreans, demand Trichind- 
poly but are refufed 74 

withdrav/ their troops 

from the Englilh army 7 

declare war againil' the 
Engliih-company, and are de- 
feated by Capt. Dalton 88 
— « they attack an advan- 
ced poft and cut all the men to 


liil 




I N 'B E 

Lte refufed ; fepayate ttm very troiiblefome ' to tte 

;roops • ibid. En|du 1 i m the affairs of Siirat 

— attack the Englilh cafa-p ' 3 20 

ind are repulfed 89 army routed by the *Fa£- 

and Maiffoream ,^tans . 340 

French at Seringam 9*"5 — retire at the inftance of 

“ try ' to cut off the .com-- Col. Coote .370,, 

munication between the garri- Mafuiipatam fiege of 302 

fon of Trichinopoiy and Ton- -the French garrifon fur- 

deman’s country and are re- render prifoners of war to Col. 

puffed' ' ibid. , Forde 304 

--enter Manphns ■ .Cawn -enters Arcot 
trvj plunder it, burn the vil- with 2000 hoife to join the 
iages, and drive off the cattle Englifh i ly 

II, j, -vvith Ms troops join ■: 

defcribed : -537 ^ Col Lawrence -?3 

governed by Bramins or — refnies to march till 

Priefe ' '1 38 ■ his fnbfidies are- paid -125 

--—-.profefs the Gentoo reii- blocked up by the Fo- 

gion, and believe in the tranf- iygars, gains a compieat vi 61 ory 

- niigration of fouls ' ■ -139 over the rebels ^ 168 

— free-booters, their drefs oppofes his brother,^ 

and manner of living ibid. and drives his forces out of 

— — grow rich by making their Madura 169 

neighbours tributary to them Meah Atchiind, applies to the 
140 Marattas for affiftance to tura 

— are a deftnictive out Novas Ailee Cawn from 

and an unferviceable friend the government of Surat 310 

— disjoined by theSiddee 
-——ambitious views of ex- ^ ^ 3^^ 

tending their territories, they — -.his treaty with Mr. 

march to Belli and fet up a Spencer 
Mogul 141^ MeerSaib, repulfes the French 

conclude a treaty with near h'ilavanafore, and dies of 

the Governor of Bombay, to Ms wounds 1 74 

join in the reduction of Angria Mkhie Captain, killed 34S 
»?,' 1 5 3 Mogul Shaw Hamet, depofed by 

enter the kingdom of Shaw Abadm Cawn, the Vi- 

Maifore ibid. zier, and deprived of his eye- 

^ ^ — demand the cliout of Ar- fight 2 

cot and Trichinopoiy 2 S 3 Monagee, pays the Nabob a viht 
— ... threaten to lay wailre the with the affii ranee of friend Ihip 

countries if not paid 184 from the King of Tanjore 

e?tpence of taking a party ’ * §4 

into Eiigiiih pay 214 Monibn Major, wounded at the 

out their revenue of taJklng of Gonjeveram 288 

Surat so aa officer 309, 320 .^*-~takes Tinnnery fort 371 







Mmhon 'delcribed ibid. 

— —the ■ hurricanes ;at that 
feafon exemplified m the lofs 
of the Pembroke 375 

Moolah Alice Shaw, Governor 
©f Gombroofl> refides at 
mm 353 

— very toublefbme to the 
merchants, and extorts, hy 
means of his Arabs, great loans 
from them 333 

— ahures the Englifh of af- 

. finance . ■. 3 3 7 

reflifes, when called on, 

for fear of the French 337 

enters into an alliance 

with the French 338 

Moors, the Mahometans impro^ 
perly fo called Introdu&kn 

their manners ibid. 

and charader ■ . 187.^ 

Moods Alice' Cawn, his charader 
- , . ^ ^ . 137 

Ms- deceitful condud 149 
outwitted by Dupleix 
ibid. 

• refules to pay his tribute 

to the Nabob 1 50 

fends his Vakeel to nego« 

tiate at Madrafs 151 

pays part of his tribute to 
Major Killpatrick ibid. 

• ^ — refufes to fulfil his en- 

gagement ibid. 

Moracin Mr. fent to reinforce 
M. De Confians at Mal'uiipa- 
’ tam , '■ > ' ' 306 

finds it taken ; fails with 

his troops to Gangam, where 
they are greatly harafied by 
the Raja 307 

— arrives at Pouliacat: is 

attacked by Col Fiiher, who 
takes ten of his officers pri- 
foners 307 

returns to Pondichery 

" with the remains ©f his army 


ioprow, Commander of the 
Marattas in Na^Jsi^^ing*s army 
axountof him 

— — fent in purfiiit of the 
French, and with fifteen men 
toks through their army 
ibid. 

“ — “his detachment defeated 
by die French ^1 

has a defign upon Tri- 
chmopofy , 

“disjoined by 3000 Marattas 
84 

—goes over to the French 


— ravages the country, and 

cannonades Trividy, which the 
Engliih ^take from" them, and 
they retire ' 89 

attacks a party of the Tan- 
jore troops i %% 

ff— -for a ilipulated fum, paid by 
the Nabob and King of Tan- 
jore, leaves the French army 
and returns to his own coun- 
try 124 

— rebels, and endeavours to 
make himleif independent 164 
Muffoot, Siddee, feizes the cafde 
of Surat 170, and appro- 
priates to, hirnfelf one third 
part of the revenues of the 
town 309 

— his force ^ ^ 

furrenders the cadle of Su- 
rat 318 

Muzapherzing, lays claim to the 
government of the Carnatick 
44 

— goes to Sattaarah, enters 
into .alliance mth Cliunda 
Saib, 'whom he gets relcafed, 
and applies to Bailazerow for 
affiftance to fupport his pre- 
tenfiions, who difappoints him 

. ^ ibid. 

•— raifes an army, is joined by 
ihe French, gains a vidfory 
over 





mtt Anaverdy Cawfs wbpm 
he Mils near Arcot, and ti|:es 
iVfaiiphus^ 'i4- 

»«««*»takes Arcot, over-runs the 
whole province, retires to..Poa- 
dichery, and appoints Cliunda 
Saib Nabob of Arcot ibid. 
— — raifes contributions and lays 
fiege to Tanjore, and receives 
a large fum to raife the fiege 
4 S 

— — ■ and Chunda Saib, marches 
out of Fondichery with a 
large army commanded by M. 
D Auteui! ^ 46 

*— • his army difperfed , " he fu b- 
mits to Naxirzing, who detains 
him a prifoner of ftate 48 
— proclaimed by the French 
Viceroy of theDeckaa 53 
«p~roiited ■ , 54 

N 

Anna, the affmg Chief of 
die Marattas 138 

Nanna Pundit Fraden, Chief of 
the Marattas, his propofals to 
confirm the government of 
Surat to the Engiilh company 

Nanderauze, his plot to feize 
Trichinopoly 85 

— is prevented by Capt. Dal- 
ton B 6 

endeavours to get poffeffion 

of 'Trichinopoly by firatagem, 
and makes a propofai to M. 
De Saulfay to join him, which 
lie rejedts with difdala 1 46 
— decamps from Trichinopoly, 
marches home and raifes a re- 
bellion - 147 

— takes Tinnevelly and be- 
fieges Madura 162 

Nazeabuiia Cawn, refufes to pay 
his arrears and is fupported by 
the French 178 


Nazlrzmg, appointed Viceroy of 
the^Deckaa by the Mogul 44 

marches an army from Au- 

rengabad, to punifh Muza- 
pherzing and Chunda Saib for 
■'their Rebellion 45 

—routs the rebels forces, and 
cuts the French gunners to 
pieces 48 

retakes Arcot . ' ■■ 49 

— -marches to retake . Gingee ; 
furroundsit t;z 

is murdered by the Nabobs 

of Cadapah and Condanore in 
concert with the French. They 
plunder his tent, and divide 
the fpoil at Fondichery 53 
Nelloure, defcribed 3176 

Nizam Almuiuck, Viceroy of the 
Deckan 43 

*~*dies, and leaves four foas, 
Gauzedey Cawn, Nazirzing^ 
Saiabatzing and Nizam Alice 
43 

O 

. 

O Mrahs, their cowardice and 
treachery 1 8S 

their defiga againll the life 

of Amet Shaw : are out-witted 
by him 1 89 

mmmmmzrn put privatelj to death ' 
190, 

Gpiuro, given both to men and ■ 
horfes to ferve iiiftead of food, 
as it damps the appetite and 
enables them to endure fatigue 
See IninduSkn 
Order under the Vizier’s, kc* 

329 

Origin of the war 41 

Ormus defcribed 332 

— — built by ther Fortuguefe, 
who are expelled by the Fer- , 
fians and Englifti Traders ibid, 
Outremalour, fortification de*^ 
ftrojed by Col Aldercron 1 78 


I W D X. 



Aik Afr. iii company with the 
i Nabob and Col. Lawrence, 
goes to the King of Tanjore’s 

— coiiimiffioned with Col. 
i^awrence to treat with the 
King oi Maifibre 95 

-focceeds with the Kins: 


of Tanj:ore, - aitd engages ' him 
to fend 30:0 horfe and 2000 
Sepoys to join CoL Lawrence 
97 


— appointed one of the 

Commiifaries to treat wdth the 
French, and goes to the con- 
grefs at Sadrafs i j 2 

-is nnfuccefsfnl at Taii- 


jore, occafioned by the trea- 
chery of his Lingnift 1 1 7 

— fucceeds with the King 

of Tanjore to Tend his ca- 
valry to join Col Lawrence’s 
army j22 

— influences the King of 

Tasijore to rellore Monagee, 
whom he makes Prime Mini- 
f:er and appoints Commander 
in Chief of bis army 123 

Tent with Mr. Vanflt- 


tart to Fondichery and they 
Teturn with the treaty and 
truce 128 

• deputed with CoL 

Lawrence and Mr. Waifli to 
invite the Nabob to Madrafs 
1 4^ 

Pattans, defcribed 187 

— — good foldiers 1 88 

— invade the Moguls 

empire 339 

defeat Shaw Abadin 

^Twn, and place Timur on 
the; Moguls throne 341 
Ferwaua, granted to Mr, Spencer 
' ' 3 ^^ 

*^*^~** ' ' 3^4 


. , 7 T““‘^erthecoocIiuck,or 
f-nall feal, to Mr. Spencer, to 
■iproteQ the inhabitants, mer- 
chants, pilgrims and trade of 
Surat 3,^5 

— — under the fraall feal, 
to Mr. Spencer, for haftem'nr 
the remittances from Surat to 

the Mogul J27 

Peeiagee, a Braniin, ufurps the 
government of Gujarat over 
the Marattas 

Pharrafs Cawo, Deputy Gover- 
nor of Surat, is propofed Go- 
vernor ^ 1 1 

Phirmaund, (firman) or order, 
under the great Moguls feat 
and underfealed by his Vifier ; 
for the Company’s holding the 
government of the caftle of 
Surat ^27 

Plgot Mr. Governor of Ma- 
rafs, his behaviour ; diftri- 
butes joooo toupees to the 
garrifon 229 

Focock, Adra. his fleet fails from 
Madrafs in quefl of the French 
fleet 192 

“ comes up with and en- 

gages them on the aul: of 
April, 1758^ ibid. 

— repairs his damages at 

Madrafs, and fails in queft of 
the French fleet which he 
finds in Fondichery road 1 9 3 
is prevented from com- 
ing up with them for many 
ibid. 

*■ — — returns to Madrafs 

road u;6 

. difcovers the French 
fleep io Fondichery road, and 
makes iignab tochace them 203 

engages the French 

fleet the third of Aiigufl, 

** his fleet anchor off 

Caricai * 206 

Pocock, 







focoisk, Adm. refits his fqtiadyn 
at Bombay, and fails for t,-p 
coail of Coromandel 342 
ciuiik' off Pondichery 342 
- — . waters his fleet at Trinco--' 
oral ay ibid. 

difcovers the French fleet 
and chafes them idsd. 

- — makes a fignal for a general 
chafe 345 

*“'*■ makes a fignal for the line 
of battle, which the French 
avoid by hazy weather 
34b 

difcovers the enemy’s fleet, 

■ and both make the fignai :fbr 
, /.battle and engage 34(0 

— anchors with, his Beet, in Ne- 
, gapatam road,, and repairs, his 
'.damages ' 348 

' receives a letter from the 
governor and Council of fort 
St. George ibid. 

fails ' from Negapatam: road 
and difcovers the French fleet 
'■ i,n Pondichery road 3 49 

sw««rt obliged to leave off the 
chafe and return to Madrafs 
to water his fleet for his voyage 
to Bombay before the cliange 
of the Monfoon 3 5 1 

»~-»-detaches Rear Admiral Cor- 
nilli with fix flilps for the coafl 
of Coromandel 352 

■ detaches Rear Adm. Ste- 

vens from Bombay with four 
ilrips tor the coall of Coro- 
mandel 333 

— — receives orders to return to 
England ibi<h 

anchors at Anjengo and lulls 

for England 354 

•—arrives at St. Helena, and 
waits to convoy -a large fleet of 
India ihips: arrives lafe in the 
Downs ibid. 

Poiier Capt. prevents the enemy 
from cutting off liis retreat 

IK) 


— canr^onades them ^ga!ns a vidory 
and retreats in good order izo 

conduds the Nabob to his 

capital 147 

— '—commands the troops ifi fort 
St. David when it furreodered 
to M. Lally ; hgns the CapC 
tiiiation 201 

takes/ Oil tremalou r ' ^ 'i: 7 8 - ' 

to wipe off his difgrace for 

the iofs of fort St. David, offers 
to go a volunteer with Col. 
Draper in a Tally from Madrafs 
■ 202 , 

Polygar of Mara'/a offers a free 
paiiage for the Englifh troops, 
anci invites them to fettle in hi« 


coimtry 143 

Prefcon Capt cuts off M. Lally s 
fupplics, and greatly harraffes 
him during, the fi.ege of Ma^/; 
drafs 221 

Intercepts a convoy of the 

enemy’s ftores, 235 

Friefls the Bramins, ablblve their 
v/arriorsbyfacriheing of a Buf- 
falo 139 

Q. 

Ueenboroligh rakes the Ru-* 
by,aFrenchfhow 206 
R 

, . Aja,' or nominal" Prince . of . 

|\ the Marat tas, defer ibed 1 3 8 
Raja of Vifanapore, imprlfons the 
French Chief, plucks dowu 
their colours anci hoIE the 
Englifn 291 

•"“•applies to Col Clive at Cal- 
cutta for alFiilance to free him 
from French tyranny 29 1 
— troops more intent upon 
plundering the enemy’s camp 
than fighting 297 

Raja of Narfipore, joins his troops 
with Col Forde’s arnij 300 
Rajaimfndry, given to the Engiiih 
by the Raja of Vifeoapoie 294 
deferibed , 298 

takem by the French $os 
F Raillatd ■ 



•t - — with the Englilh, and 
C’ grants them Mafulipatam, Ni- 
Ziiinpatani, and obliges the 
French troops to leave the 

country , 

Salifoury, fprings a ie^k and is in 
great uiikel^, 

Saunders Mr. Governor of Fort 
St. George, arrives at Madrafs 

5 ^ 

enaeavours to negotiate a 
peace witli iVi Dupieix 112 

agrees with Mr. Godeheu 

on a fuipcnfion of arms 1 26 

entertains the Nabob at Ma- 

drafj ^ i^g 

— ^““Coniplains to Mr. Godeheu 
of Nanderauze’s breach of the 
fufpenfioa 162^ 

Sauliay De, Commander of the 
French atSeringam, refufes to 
join Nanderauze in an attack qri 
Trichinopolj during the fuf- 
peniion of arms 1 46 

communicates the defign to 

Major Kiilpatrick 
Schaub’s Captain, company fent 
in boats from Madrafs for Fort 
Sr. David, are taken by the 
French and carried into Pondi- 
chery 80 

Seringam iOand,delcribed 60 
Seringam pagoda’s, defcribed 6i 
— occupied by the enemy 62 
Severmlroog, defcribed ly/ 
— - attacked, burnt and taken, 
by Commodore James ibid, 
Shaitfoury aiTiye.s at Fort Sr. 

George from Bombay 26B 
Smith Capt. fends a reintbrcement 
toTagada 357 

***-— lurpnzes a rrench convoy 

359 

attacks %ringam, and is 

wounded ” 360 

Smith Capt is Joined by the King 
^ ot Tanjore and Toadeinan Ibid* 
SiddeOj Adiiilmi of ihc MoguTs 
lieeL 


Refiedlions on the hege of fort Sc. 

George ■ 28 1 

|leprefentaticn made to the Mo- 
gul, by Mr, Spencer, la behalf 
of the Englilh Eaii-lndiaCom- 
panj 32 . 

S Adet Aike Cawn, Nabob of 
Arcot 42 

Saha. Raja, the nominal Prince 
of the Marattas 138 

St. David fort, invefted by the 
French 190 

furrenders 1 98 

St Thomas’s Mount, defcribed 

Saiabatzing, proclaimed by the 
French Viceroy of the Deckan 

oppoCtion to Gauzedy 
Cawn, appointed by the Mogul 
1 lo 

•--~his charadter 1 3 6 

he, with M. De Bufly and 

Law, enter the Kingdom 
Maiffore, and raife a contribu- 
tionof hfty-twolack of lou* 
pees 1 4‘(j 

difcards M- De BniTy 1 65 

writes to the Govamor of 

Madrafs, for hisaliiibnce to 
oppofe the French ibid. 

is deprived of alHhance by 

‘ the lois of Calcutta ‘ 1 66 

comes to terms with the 
^ ^ French 167 

the ^French mtereft, 
dand meets his brother Nizam 
Atke at Hydraba^ 305 



Heer, relidejj at Dundee ’ -.la- ■— — prpmifes to join Col 
japore ; \8 Laurence, and deceives him 88 

Soinerfet Captain, wounded In ds' " 1 Hng, his fplendid court 9^ 

ankle £-48 t^-'oops, join the Engiifh arn'i)% 

Spencer Mr. prevents the Mar::t- h the fame day 9 j 

tas from joining the Slddee or horfe,infteadofpurfumgthe 

Meuh Atehund 3 20 enemy, plunder their camp 105 

Shaw Abadin Cawn, his afcen- •—-■King, threatened by Nande- 
dency over the Mogul ; re- rairzc to have his country laid 

folves to murder him 3 39,340 waite, if he did not quit his en- 

employs two Moors to mur- gagements with the Englilh 1 06 

der the Mogul 341 — troops, commanded by Mo- 

• coniines ail the fpns and nagee, defeat the Marattas, and 

frlendsof the Mogul, and places take eight hundred horfe 1 1 z 

on the throne one of the Mo- troops difbanded by the ad- 

gui’s relations ibid. vice of Succogee ibid. 

Joins an army of Marattas in the French intereil: 117 

ibid. troops,under Monagee, join 

: 124 

bjthePptens , ibid. ——King, his character 136 

Stevens Rear Admiral, command —King, and Tondeman protell: 

of the fleet devolves on him 353 againftthe Erigiifh treating with 
— • — retakes three Engli Or velTds theMarava 145 

from the Maiwans, pirates, and King, infills on the reftitu- 

fails to thecoaft of Coromandel tion of his country taken from 
354 him by the Poly gar of Marava 
Surat, inhabitants, invite the Eng- i 6 z 

lifli to take poirelllon of the * — — •alfotwodiftridlstliatMona- 
caftie, In order to preferve their gee had conveyed to Tonde- 

property 312 man,,^ ibid* 

Surat callle and tanka, delivered — — King, confents that the 
up to the Englifli 316 French fhould pafs through 

Surat guns, &c. found In the his country, oilers them a fmall 

caille, given to the Englifli fiua of liioney, but refufes 

company 3 1 8 them his troops zog 

Sufpenfion of arms, articles of, confines the two French hpf- 

icc. 1 26 tages, and in a fally defeatalke 

T ' French army III 

— — cnicanery to Major Caiilaiid 
-^1^ Agada fort, furrendered to . 219 

A the French on honourable Tanjoreans, make a fuccefsful 
terms 359 fally, rout M. Lally's army, of 

Tanjore, defcribed 63 two thoufand three hundred 

kingdom of, its extent and and feventy French, and.raife 

revenues ibid. tlie liege of Tanjore 211 

■ — and Tondeman^s troops to Tondeman s charadler 137 
join the Englifh 65 Trichmopoly King of, dies 42 

«« — ^-troops, commanded by Mo- ^ — throe competitors, for the 
nagee> retake Koiladdy 71 throne'' - ibki 

' ' Trichmopoly 




..coranj on which he fwojfc tobe. .jnreaty and truce i,o' ) 

, tree to her. andpoifons^erfHf A afTerot De. Captain, with 

— gov™„», d.,.g.d, 'S * sii™ , 

‘fffcyji^eMarattas ibid. ■ Vlfagapatam'; fummoned by m'’ ' 

.^defcnbed 58 de BulTy. and furtendered^dy < 

7.1^”^°” a fally, and Volconda GoFernor of, declares 
diilrelies the French in their for the French rr 

retreat 105 ' y/' 55 

reinforced ■ »o .9 IT/Andewaih, taken by' qd!, i 

t-^mdiftrefc forwantofprovi- VV Adlercron, and evacuates ' 

lion and fuel i r 5 ^ ‘ 

--remforced from Fo?'t St- — taken by the Englifh 3!? , 

.J. *74 battle' near, gained by Col 

——Its importance 175 Coate,., „ ,68- 

Tripetj feaft, defcribed ,85 Watfon A&, «nve§ at Ma- ' . 
T rivedy, taken by the French c i drafs with a fleet^^nyland 
- — -“gamfon, fally out on the ^i26 

French, and are put to the commands the Englifh fleet 

^ 95 againfr the, pirates on the Ma- 

' — - furrenders to the French iafaarcoaft iji ; 

~ r ' ji arrives at Bonlfcy , 

Truce, figned by ^vernor Saun- fummpns the fort of Geriah i 

ders and Sieur Godeneu ia.c to furrender. iwF rAf»Anr<»ts nffc ' m 


